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the table en bloc; that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action and the Senate then resume leg-
islative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The treaties will be stated. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
Treaty document No. 112–4, a resolution of 

advice and consent to ratification of the 
Agreement on Port State Measures to Pre-
vent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unre-
ported, and Unregulated Fishing; 

Treaty document No. 113–1, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Convention on the Conservation and Man-
agement of the High Seas Fisheries Re-
sources in the South Pacific Ocean; 

Treaty document No. 113–2, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Convention on the Conservation and Man-
agement of High Seas Fisheries Resources in 
the North Pacific Ocean; and 

Treaty document No. 113–3, a resolution of 
advice and consent to ratification of the 
Amendment to the Convention on Future 
Multilateral Cooperation in the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for a divi-
sion vote on each of the resolutions of 
ratification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

A division vote has been requested. 
On treaty document No. 112–4, Sen-

ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Agreement on Port State 
Measures to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fish-
ing, done at the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization of the United Nations, in Rome, 
Italy, November 22, 2009, and signed by the 
United States November 22, 2009 (the Agree-
ment’’) (Treaty Doc. 112–4), subject to 12 the 
declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Agreement is non self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–1, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Convention on the Con-
servation and Management of High Seas 
Fishery Resources in the South Pacific 
Ocean, done at Auckland, New Zealand, No-
vember 14, 2009, and signed by the United 
States January 31, 2011 (the ‘‘Convention’’) 
(Treaty Doc. 113–1), subject to the declara-
tion of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Convention is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–2, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Convention on the Con-
servation and Management of High Seas 
Fisheries Resources in the North Pacific 
Ocean, done at Tokyo February 24, 2012, and 
signed by the United States May 2, 2012 (the 
‘‘Convention’’) (Treaty Doc. 113–2), subject to 
the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section is subject to the following dec-
laration: The Convention is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A divi-
sion vote has been requested. 

On treaty document No. 113–3, Sen-
ators in favor of the resolution of rati-
fication will rise and stand until count-
ed. 

Those opposed will rise and stand 
until counted. 

On a division vote, two-thirds of the 
Senators present having voted in the 
affirmative, the resolution of ratifica-
tion is agreed to. 

The resolution of ratification is as 
follows: 

Resolved, (two-thirds of the Senators present 
concurring therein), 

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent Sub-
ject to a Declaration. 

The Senate advises and consents to the 
ratification of the Amendment to the Con-
vention on Future Multilateral Cooperation 
in the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, adopted 
at the Twenty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the 
North Atlantic Fisheries Organization 
(NAFO) (the 10 ‘‘Amendment’’) in Lisbon, 
Portugal, September 28, 2007 (Treaty Doc. 
113–3), subject to the declaration of section 2. 

Sec. 2. Declaration. 
The advice and consent of the Senate 

under section 1 is subject to the following 
declaration: The Amendment is not self-exe-
cuting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I thank the Pre-
siding Officer. 

If there is no further business regard-
ing these treaties, I yield the floor. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
Mr. MORAN. I ask unanimous con-

sent to address the Senate as in morn-
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALVIN BRENSING 
Mr. MORAN. The story of Kansas is 

one that involves many people, many 
jobs, much ado about caring for others. 
Our State is a State of manufacturing 
workers, factory workers, teachers, 
farmers, and people who work hard 
every day to make a difference in their 
community and to make a difference in 
our State and Nation. Today I wish to 
pay tribute to one of those unsung he-
roes. In this case, it is a businessman, 
a volunteer, a husband, and a father 
who lived a full life before passing 
away in December of last year. 

Alvin Brensing was born and raised 
on a farm outside of Hudson, a rural 
Central Kansas town with a population 
of 125. After high school, Brensing 
graduated with honors from Salt City 
Business College in Hutchison and in 
May 1937, at the age of 21, started 
working as a bookkeeper at the Staf-
ford County Flour Mills. 

As German immigrants, the Krug 
family realized that their American 
dream was going to be accomplished by 
establishing the flour mill more than a 
century ago. Alvin worked under Wil-
liam Krug and then Leonard Brim to 
help grow the company before being 
named its president in 1986. Under his 
leadership, Stafford County Flour Mills 
doubled its capacity and grew 21⁄2 times 
its size. It was one of the last inde-
pendent flour mills remaining in the 
United States, and the mill produces 
Hudson Cream Flour. Many of my col-
leagues and many Americans will have 
seen the bag of flour with the great 
symbol and emblem—Hudson Cream 
Flour. Hudson Cream Flour has a rep-
utation around the Nation as a top- 
notch baking flour for its consistency 
and texture. It also serves as a tradi-
tion for this West Virginia family who 
wrote the company saying: 

After using Hudson Cream Flour for all the 
years I have cooked . . . and can remember 
even my grandmother and mother using 
nothing else . . . I read for the first time the 
‘‘absolute satisfaction guarantee’’ and really 
had a good laugh! I thought, if those people 
in Kansas only knew the absolute satisfac-
tion my family has enjoyed from their prod-
uct. The things we pass down in our family 
are good morals, good cooking, and Hudson 
Cream flour! 

After Alvin’s wife died in 1993, he 
came to miss the smell of fresh bread 
and soon began experimenting with in-
gredients. Alvin came up with three 
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recipes, including ‘‘Al’s Cinnamon Rai-
sin Bread,’’ which is included on the 
back of every Hudson Cream Flour bag. 

Alvin always put farmers and cus-
tomers first. Current Stafford County 
Flour Mills president Reuel Foote re-
flected that Alvin often said, ‘‘Our 
word is our bond—if you agree to do 
something, you do it.’’ 

While Alvin dedicated most of his life 
to ensuring the success and future of 
the mill, he was also a tireless volun-
teer in the Hudson community. 
Brensing took it upon himself to main-
tain Hudson’s Trinity Cemetery, where 
his parents and his wife Zelda are bur-
ied. In fact, he upgraded a shed on the 
property into a building where loved 
ones can now comfortably look up the 
location of their loved ones’ graves. 

Alvin was also known as the local 
weatherman, collecting data for the 
National Weather Service from a local 
grain elevator. His daughters remem-
ber their dad turning the furnace on 
each Sunday morning to heat up the 
Trinity Community Church. 

His legacy of leadership and vol-
unteerism is what will live on as the 
Stafford County Flour Mills continue 
to support the community and educate 
youth, whether through the county 4–H 
Program or through the dozens of mill 
tours each year. The mill also con-
tinues Alvin’s tradition of giving each 
schoolkid a 5-pound bag of flour after 
each tour to encourage them to experi-
ment with recipes and baking. 

Alvin taught through his actions 
that satisfaction in life comes from 
what you do for others rather than 
what you do for yourself. This is the 
legacy I want to pay tribute to today, 
and this is the legacy he lived and 
leaves behind for the next generation. 

We want those who follow him and us 
to know they have their chance to re-
turn home, put down their roots, and 
raise their own families in places such 
as Hudson, KS. Our Nation faces so 
many challenges today, but we must 
remain committed to doing what it 
takes so that tomorrow and every day 
thereafter our children and grand-
children have the opportunity to enjoy 
that special way of life in places like 
Kansas and to pursue their own Amer-
ican dream. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute and remembering the 
life of a great Kansan, Alvin Brensing. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the Senate proceed to a period of morn-
ing business, with Senators permitted 

to speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

DELTA XI CENTENNIAL 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor my brothers of Sigma Nu Fra-
ternity, especially the Delta Xi Chap-
ter at the University of Nevada, which 
is celebrating 100 years of leadership, 
service, and brotherhood this year. 

Since its founding in 1869 at the Vir-
ginia Military Institute, Sigma Nu has 
installed over 279 chapters and initi-
ated more than one-quarter of a mil-
lion members, including myself, an ini-
tiate and alumni of the Epsilon Omi-
cron Chapter at the University of 
Southern California. It is an honor to 
know our fraternity’s mission—to de-
velop ethical leaders inspired by the 
principles of love, honor, and truth— 
has prevailed for nearly a century. 

The Delta Xi Chapter of our fraternal 
network is a standout among chapters 
in the Nation. Established by the Ne-
vada Club at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, the brothers of Delta Xi have 
since initiated well over 1,900 members 
and awarded more than 100 deserving 
scholarships. 

Their members not only prioritize 
their academic involvement within the 
University of Nevada system, but also 
give back to their local community 
through service. Their achievements 
and contributions to the community 
will only continue to grow as Sigma Nu 
is dedicated to fostering the personal 
growth of each man’s mind, heart, and 
character. Through its dedication to 
leadership and philanthropic commit-
ments, our fraternity has sustained a 
nationally renowned reputation. 

As Delta Xi celebrates its centennial 
year, its members have much to be 
proud of and look forward to for many 
years to come. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Delta Xi 
Chapter of Sigma Nu.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 
ISSUANCE OF AN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER DECLARING A NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE UNUSUAL AND EXTRAOR-
DINARY THREAT TO THE NA-
TIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN 
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES 
POSED BY THE SITUATION IN 
AND IN RELATION TO SOUTH 
SUDAN—PM 38 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emer-

gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), I hereby report 
that I have issued an Executive Order 
(the ‘‘order’’) declaring a national 
emergency with respect to the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of 
the United States posed by the situa-
tion in and in relation to South Sudan. 

The order does not target the coun-
try of South Sudan, but rather is 
aimed at persons who threaten the 
peace, stability, or security of South 
Sudan; commit human rights abuses 
against persons in South Sudan; or un-
dermine democratic processes or insti-
tutions in South Sudan. The order pro-
vides authority for blocking the prop-
erty and interests in property of any 
person determined by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in consultation with the 
Secretary of State: 

To be responsible for or complicit in, 
or to have engaged in, directly or indi-
rectly, any of the following in or in re-
lation to South Sudan: 

actions or policies that threaten the 
peace, security, or stability of South 
Sudan; 

actions or policies that threaten 
transitional agreements or undermine 
democratic processes or institutions in 
South Sudan; 

actions or policies that have the pur-
pose or effect of expanding or extend-
ing the conflict in South Sudan or ob-
structing reconciliation or peace talks 
or processes; 

the commission of human rights 
abuses against persons in South Sudan; 

the targeting of women, children, or 
any civilians through the commission 
of acts of violence (including killing, 
maiming, torture, or rape or other sex-
ual violence), abduction, forced dis-
placement, or attacks on schools, hos-
pitals, religious sites, or locations 
where civilians are seeking refuge, or 
through conduct that would constitute 
a serious abuse or violation of human 
rights or a violation of international 
humanitarian law; 

the use or recruitment of children by 
armed groups or armed forces in the 
context of the conflict in South Sudan; 

the obstruction of the activities of 
international peacekeeping, diplo-
matic, or humanitarian missions in 
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