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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN 
E. WALSH, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, descend on our hearts. 

Thank You that Your mercy is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon those 
who come to You with reverence. 

Today, incline the hearts of our Sen-
ators to Your wisdom, empowering 
them to keep Your precepts and to ac-
complish Your purposes. Keep them 
mindful of life’s brevity and their ac-
countability to You. Lord, protect 
them from life’s dangers as You guide 
them through the darkness to a safe 
haven. 

Please be near to the families of the 
victims of the Fort Hood shooting. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, April 3, 2014. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. WALSH, a 

Senator from the State of Montana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WALSH thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

BRINGING BACK MEMORIES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every time 
I see the Presiding Officer introducing 
the prayer and directing the attention 
of the Senate to follow the Presiding 
Officer in reciting the pledge of alle-
giance, it brings back to me a lot of 
memories. 

When I first came to the Senate, we 
had several of Members of Congress 
who had been to war. Now that is not 
the case. We all look at JOHN MCCAIN 
with such idealism of what he did in 
the Vietnam war. There are others but 
there aren’t many, and to have now the 
Presiding Officer having not only been 
to war but being a general and having 
led hundreds of people from Montana 
to war, I am sure when that Pledge of 
Allegiance is said by the Presiding Of-
ficer, your feelings are a little different 
from anyone else’s because during 
those bitter battles in Iraq, members of 
your unit were killed and injured. 

So even though we don’t say much 
publicly about the new addition to the 
Senate, I want the record to reflect 
that the people of Montana are so for-
tunate to have this patriot here in the 
Senate. 

We will miss Max Baucus tremen-
dously. He was my friend. But I am 
really impressed with the Presiding Of-
ficer and—I repeat—his having been 
not only a warrior but a general who 
led a lot of warriors in war. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will resume 
consideration of H.R. 3979, which is the 
legislative vehicle for the unemploy-
ment insurance extension bill. 

We are working on an agreement on 
the unemployment insurance bill as 
well as some executive nominations. 
Senators will be notified when we are 
able to arrange those votes. 

f 

FORT HOOD 

Mr. REID. Talking about the mili-
tary, as I just did, we have to reflect on 
what took place at Fort Hood yester-
day—another tragedy. We have just a 
general understanding about the mo-
tives. But our hearts are all broken as 
a result of another tragedy at this 
great military training facility. It was 
just a few years ago that there were 
mass murders on that military base. 

Our Nation mourns every casualty 
that befalls our brave servicemembers. 
These seem so unnecessary and such a 
sad event. Fort Hood has seen more 
than its fair share of tragedy in the 
last few years. We know this commu-
nity of warriors and their families are 
grieving and questioning this latest act 
of senseless violence. 

As the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, GEN Martin Dempsey, put it, 
‘‘This is a community that has faced 
and overcome crises with resilience 
and strength.’’ That is true. 

We stand with the people of Fort 
Hood today. We stand with all of our 
military wherever they are situated in 
the world, admiring their strength and 
resilience. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, no one can 
dispute that Winston Churchill was a 
statesman and the most famous in the 
history of our world. This is what he 
said: 
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Of this I am quite sure, that if we open a 

quarrel between the past and the present, we 
shall find that we have lost the future. 

Why do I say that? Even though 
those remarks were made more than 70 
years ago, I believe there are many in 
Congress who should focus on what 
Winston Churchill said because it is 
true. For far too long Republicans have 
obsessed over the Affordable Care Act— 
ObamaCare. The Affordable Care Act is 
the law of the land. It has been for 
more than 4 years. 

From the very day this law was 
signed, Republicans have zealously 
worked to undermine it in so many dif-
ferent ways. Day in and day out they 
have clamored for repeal of this bill. 
House Republicans have voted more 
than 50 times trying desperately to 
cripple ObamaCare. They shut down 
the government trying to defund 
health care reform. And how has that 
worked? While they have obsessed over 
the past, the country has moved for-
ward. 

Now Republicans have to face the 
fact that millions of their own con-
stituents, millions of Republicans are 
benefiting from health care reform in 
record numbers. But my Republican 
friends still insist on nothing short of 
repeal. So I ask my Republican col-
leagues, what would they like to re-
peal? What would repeal look like? 

Because of the Affordable Care Act, 
millions of Americans can no longer be 
denied health insurance because of pre-
existing conditions. What are some of 
the preexisting conditions that caused 
so much trouble in the past? Diabetes. 
How about this one: You are a woman. 
Many insurance companies considered 
women having a preexisting disability 
because they were women. Millions of 
young adults are now able to stay on 
their parents’ policies until age 26. 
That is more than 3 million. Millions of 
seniors are saving huge amounts of 
money on prescription drugs because 
we are in the process of filling the 
doughnut hole. This year alone mil-
lions of Americans will receive mater-
nity coverage. Repealing the Afford-
able Care Act would be repealing many 
of these and many more. I could spend 
a long time talking about what would 
be repealed. 

My counterpart, the Senator from 
Kentucky, will probably address the 
Senate after I finish. In his home State 
of Kentucky, 360,000 people have signed 
up for coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act. Kentucky is not New York; it 
is not Texas; it is not California. It is 
a sparsely populated State, somewhat 
like Nevada. Yet 360,000 people have 
signed up for coverage. Of those, 75 per-
cent were previously uninsured. That is 
approaching 300,000 people. Over a 
quarter million Kentuckians who did 
not have insurance now have health 
coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act. In other words, ObamaCare has re-
duced the uninsured population of Ken-
tucky by 40 percent. 

I wonder when my friend from Ken-
tucky will explain to the 270,000 Ken-

tuckians how he plans to repeal the 
law without stripping the new health 
benefits. How exactly will he and his 
Republican colleagues guarantee that 
their newly insured constituents have 
no lapses in coverage? Remember, they 
want to do away with 270,000 people 
who didn’t have insurance. They want 
to do away with 360,000 people in Ken-
tucky who are signed up for insurance. 
So I await their answer. 

In the meantime, Democrats will 
keep looking to the future, and the fu-
ture of the Affordable Care Act is 
bright. Every day more and more 
Americans are getting health coverage 
under the law. On Monday we learned 
that 7,045,000 people had already signed 
up and about 1 million people on the 
State exchanges—370,000 in Kentucky, 
for example. We know there are more 
than 3 million young people on their 
parents’ insurance because of that. We 
know there are millions of people who 
are now covered because of their abil-
ity to become part of Medicaid. So we 
are talking about a lot of people. 

Health reform is working, and the 
law is here to stay. The more Ameri-
cans see the law is working, the more 
they want it to stay. The time of fight-
ing over the past is over. Remember 
what Winston Churchill said: 

Of this I am quite sure, that if we open a 
quarrel between the past and the present, we 
shall find that we have lost the future. 

I say this very seriously: I invite my 
Republican friends to look to the fu-
ture. Put this obstruction behind them. 
Work with us to make the Affordable 
Care Act even better for their constitu-
ents and our constituents and Ameri-
cans generally. Together, we can help 
millions more Americans get the 
health coverage they deserve. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FORT HOOD 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to start this morning with a word 
about yesterday’s tragic shooting at 
Fort Hood. 

As the investigation continues, we 
will learn more facts, but what we al-
ready know is that Fort Hood has faced 
a great deal of adversity and challenges 
over the past few years and that the 
community there has rallied around 
our uniformed personnel. We also know 
that the on-base military police appear 
to have responded quickly, appro-
priately, and obviously at great per-
sonal risk to themselves. So, as always 
in a tragedy such as this, we admire 
the courage and commitment of those 
who rushed to help the victims. And of 
course we are all thinking and praying 
today for the victims, their families, 
and their fellow soldiers and civilians 
at Fort Hood. 

JOB CREATION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, all 

week Republicans have been coming to 
the floor to talk about our proposals to 
ignite job creation and get the econ-
omy back on track. We have been talk-
ing about ideas that can help middle- 
class Americans who have been strug-
gling just to make it in the Obama 
economy. But our Democratic col-
leagues don’t seem to care all that 
much. They seem too preoccupied with 
an election still 7 months away. In-
stead of working with us on ideas for 
job creation, they have been talking 
about pretty much anything else. 

Time and again yesterday Repub-
licans asked our Democratic colleagues 
for consideration of our amendments 
by the Senate. And time and time 
again those efforts were rebuffed. 

Republicans have a lot of good ideas. 
All we are asking is for those ideas to 
get fair consideration. Let’s get our 
amendments pending, have a debate, 
and actually take a vote. 

Some Senate Democrats seem to see 
things entirely differently. They don’t 
even want the elected representatives 
of the people to have a say—a say on 
what Americans say is the most impor-
tant issue facing our country. This is 
especially galling because our friends 
across the aisle always seem to find 
time for poll-tested show votes aimed 
at firing up the left. They may not be 
overly concerned about passing jobs 
legislation for the American people, 
but we can bet they will be forcing ev-
eryone to endure plenty of political 
show votes as we get closer to Novem-
ber. The so-called agenda that rolled 
out last week basically guarantees it. 
They have already admitted they don’t 
intend to pass the things it contains. 
That is not the point, they say. The 
true end is to help Democrats retain 
their Senate majority. They have es-
sentially already admitted that, which 
is somewhat dishonorable. No wonder 
Americans are so disillusioned with 
Washington. 

Look, the American people want us 
to focus on their concerns, not political 
show votes talked about by a few polit-
ical strategists over at the Democrats’ 
campaign committee. As I indicated, 
jobs are right up there at the top of 
that list. We will see today whether 
Senate Democrats are actually serious 
about giving our constituents what 
they want. It appears our colleagues 
might allow consideration of one 
amendment—just one. We are not even 
sure about that yet. 

At least the amendment we would be 
considering is a good one, and I appre-
ciate the work of Senator THUNE and 
others in putting that together. This 
would reduce the tax burden on small 
businesses. It would provide relief to 
the Kentucky coal communities that 
have been under continual assault by 
this administration. It would approve 
the Keystone Pipeline, which would 
create thousands of jobs right away. It 
would repeal the medical device tax, 
which even many Democrats acknowl-
edge is killing jobs. It would eliminate 
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