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We must stand behind these bipar-
tisan efforts, and I urge Senate Repub-
licans to join all Senate Democrats in
supporting passage of the Justice for
All Reauthorization Act of 2013.

————
COVINGTON CATHOLIC COLONELS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
believe my Senate colleagues are well
aware of how seriously we take our col-
lege basketball in my home State of
Kentucky. The Kentucky High School
Athletic Association, KHSAA, State
Basketball Championship has been
played every year since 1918 and is
truly a special event.

Kentucky is one of three States that
does not divide its schools into classes
based on size—that means one State,
one tournament, and only one cham-
pion. Teams that advance out of their
district tournaments play in one of six-
teen regional tournaments—the win-
ners of which advance to play in the
KHSAA Sweet Sixteen in Lexington’s
legendary Rupp Arena.

This year, over 14,000 fans packed the
stands for the championship game and
watched Covington Catholic High
School defeat Scott County in an over-
time thriller. I rise today to pay trib-
ute to the players, coaches and fans of
the 2014 champions—the Covington
Catholic Colonels.

For the Colonels, led by head coach
Scott Ruthsatz, the road to the
school’s first-ever title was not easy—
it seldom is in this grueling, statewide
tournament. Covington Catholic found
themselves down in the second half in
three out of their four Sweet Sixteen
games—including the championship.
The players never gave up hope,
though. On his team’s 27 to 18 halftime
deficit in the championship game,
tournament MVP Nick Ruthsatz—
Scott’s son—said coolly, ‘“We’ve been
in this position before and we knew we
could pull through.”

As it turned out, Nick’s confidence
was not misplaced. The Colonels
stormed back, tying the game at 47
with only 50 seconds to go, and sending
the game into overtime. In the extra
period, it was the Colonels staunch de-
fense and clutch free throws that pro-
pelled them to a 59 to 51 victory.

The 97th KHSAA Basketball Cham-
pionship, like so many before it, was an
excellent display of athletic ability as
well as sportsmanship. This tour-
nament would not be what it is without
the efforts of the players, coaches,
fans, and teachers of all the partici-
pating schools. They are all worthy of
our praise.

However, in Kentucky, there can
only be one champion. Thus, I ask that
my Senate colleagues join me in con-
gratulating the Covington Catholic
Colonels on winning the 2014 KHSAA
State Basketball Championship.

An article was recently published in
the Cincinnati Enquirer chronicling
Covington Catholic High School’s
championship win. I ask unanimous
consent that the full article be printed
in the RECORD.
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There being no objections, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Cincinnati Enquirer,
Mar. 24, 2014]
COVINGTON CATHOLIC REJOICES IN HISTORIC
BASKETBALL TITLE

(By James Weber)

LEXINGTON.—Ben Heppler stood at center
court on the Rupp Arena floor and kept look-
ing around at the all the chaos and celebra-
tion around him.

Chaos, celebration and cheer, same first
letters as Covington Catholic Colonels, who
were celebrating their first state basketball
championship March 23.

“I’'m trying to soak it all in,”” Heppler said.
“I’ll remember this for the rest of my life.”

Cov Cath outlasted Scott County in over-
time, 59-51 Sunday afternoon, March 23, at
the University of Kentucky’s historic bas-
ketball arena. It was the third title in North-
ern Kentucky history, and the second in the
past six tournaments by a Ninth Region
team (Holmes, 2009). It was also the first in
Cov Cath history in its ninth trip to the
Sweet 16.

“It’s incredible,” said senior forward Mark
Schult. “You dream of it, as a little kid,
going out and winning your last game, and
it’s hard to believe we actually did it.”

The Colonels finished with a 33-2 record.
After losing to Holmes in the 35th District
final, the Colonels won seven straight games.
They trailed in the second half in three of
the four state tourney games.

With a veteran team and most of the stu-
dent body in attendance as the Colonel
Crazies, it was a great day for Covington
Catholic.

“It’s so special,” said head coach Scott
Ruthsatz. ‘““You have to look at the adminis-
tration on down, what they’re doing at Cov-
ington Catholic. You have to give so much
credit to the Crazies. Our Colonel Nation
really supported us, and not just this game,
all season long. Being the first winner of it,
it feels fantastic.”

Said Heppler: “‘It’s really special to be the
first ones and hang that first banner up
there. We’ve always had that empty spot and
since Coach Ruthsatz’s first day we said we
would be the ones to put it up there. The 6
a.m. workouts in the summer, playing in the
gym all those times, it paid off.”

Cov Cath’s fitness and toughness in adver-
sity paid off against the experienced Car-
dinals, who were seeking their third state
title (35-4). After an early 9-3 lead, Cov Cath
was on the wrong end of a 22-4 run and
trailed 27-18 at halftime. Scott had three 3-
pointers in a 70-second span by junior Hines
Jones, who averaged four points a game for
the year. Forward Tony Martini had Scott’s
first five points and posted 17 points and 16
rebounds for the game. Cov Cath shot just 6-
of-22 in the first half, several of those misses
coming from around the rim.

“We’ve been in this situation before and we
knew we could pull through,” Nick Ruthsatz
said. ‘“We knew eventually we would start
hitting some, and the fourth quarter we just
buckled down. All the conditioning through
the summer pulled us through.”

Cov Cath trailed by four points, 47-43, with
1:33 to go. Ruthsatz tied the game with a pair
of foul shots with 51 seconds to play.

Ruthsatz gave Cov Cath its first lead since
9-8 early in OT, then tied the game at 51 with
2:16 to play. A tip-in by junior Bo Schuh gave
the Colonels the lead for good with 1:46 to
play.

After three missed shots by the Cardinals
on their next possession, Ruthsatz grabbed
the rebound and made two foul shots with 57
seconds to play to make it 55-51. Following
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another missed shot, CCH senior Parker Kel-
ler made two free throws, then Heppler
scored the final points of the season on a
fast-break layup.

“We just played better defense, tried to
lock them down,” Heppler said. ‘‘That’s the
experience of this team with three senior
starters and Parker hitting those huge free
throws at the end. It’s a team game. Every-
body can score. Most teams around the state
don’t have five guys who can guard every-
body, so that works to our advantage.”’

Ruthsatz had 25 points and five assists.
Schult had 12 points and six rebounds.
Heppler scored eight with a pair of treys.
Freshman guard Cole VonHandorf had nine
points, and Schuh posted 12 rebounds.

One of VonHandorf’s chief tasks was guard-
ing Scott County star guard Trent Gilbert,
who came in averaging 26 points per game.
The Mr. Basketball finalist, who is getting
interest from several Division I schools, only
scored 10 points on 4-o0f-25 shooting. Cov Cath
rotated several defenders on him and often
double-teamed him in the backcourt.

“We just tried to pressure him as much as
possible, because we knew he’s a great shoot-
er,” Scott Ruthsatz said. ‘“You can never
leave him open. We had a hint of the way he
likes to go and shoot, and we tried to keep
fresh guys on him.”

The fatigue may have hand in two crucial
foul-shot misses by Gilbert. A 91-percent
shooter for the year, Gilbert made 28 in a
row in the Sweet 16. However, he missed the
front ends of two one-and-one situations late
in regulation.

“I love stepping up and being able to shut
him down,” VonHandorf said. ‘“‘They told me
if I shut him down, we win. I tried my best.
He’s a great player; I'll give him so many
props. I can’t wait to see where he goes next
year. (Assistant coach) Joe Fredrick told me
all of his moves, I had them all down, I felt
I could play him fairly well.”

———

BUDGETARY REVISIONS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, sec-
tion 114(d) of H.J. Res. 59, the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act of 2013, allows the
chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee to revise the allocations, aggre-
gates, and levels filed on January 14,
2014, pursuant to section 111 of H.J.
Res. 59, for a number of deficit-neutral
reserve funds. These reserve funds were
incorporated into the Bipartisan Budg-
et Act by reference to sections of S.
Con. Res. 8, the Senate-passed budget
resolution for 2014. Among these sec-
tions is a reference to section 302 of S.
Con. Res. 8, which, in subsection (¢), es-
tablishes a deficit-neutral reserve fund
for unemployment relief. The author-
ity to adjust enforceable levels in the
Senate for unemployment relief is con-
tingent on that legislation not increas-
ing the deficit over either the period of
the total of fiscal years 2013 through
2018 or the period of the total of fiscal
years 2013 through 2023.

I find that amendment 2874, the
Emergency Unemployment Compensa-
tion Extension Act of 2014, to H.R. 3979
fulfills the conditions of the deficit-
neutral reserve fund for unemployment
relief, including not increasing the def-
icit over either of the 2013 through 2018
or 2013 through 2023 budget windows.
Therefore, pursuant to section 114(d) of
H.J. Res. 59, I am adjusting the budg-
etary aggregates, as well as the alloca-
tion to the Committee on Finance.
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I ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing tables detailing the revisions be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

BUDGETARY AGGREGATES

[Pursuant to section 111 of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 and section
311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974]

$s in millions 2014 2014-18 2014-23

Current Budgetary Aggre-
gates:*
Spending:
Budget Authority .... 2,928,080 n/a n/a

2,939,218 n/a n/a
2,311,031 13,699,529 31,095,846

Outlays
Revenue ...
Adjustments Made Pursuant to
section 114(d) of the Bipar-
tisan Budget Act: **
Spending:
Budget Authority
Outlays
Revenue ...
Revised Budgetary Aggregates:
Spending:
Budget Authority ....
Outlays
Revenue ...

9,875 n/a n/a
9,875 n/a n/a
1,632 15,668 8,469

2,937,955 n/a n/a

2,949,093 n/a n/a
2,312,663 13,715,197 31,104,315

n/a = Not applicable. Appropriations for fiscal years 2015-2023 will be
determined by future sessions of Congress and enforced through future Con-
gressional budget resolutions.

*The budgetary aggregates were previously adjusted on January 30,
2014, for H.R. 2642, the Agriculture Act of 2014.

** Adjustments made pursuant to section 114(d) of the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2013, which incorporates by reference section 302 of S. Con. Res. 8,
as passed by the Senate. Section 302(c) establishes a deficit-neutral reserve
fund for Unemployment Relief.

REVISIONS TO THE BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAY
ALLOCATIONS TO THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

[Pursuant to section 111 of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013 and section
302 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974]

Committee on Finance

Adjust-
ments *

$s in millions Revised

allocation

Current
allocation

Fiscal Year 2014:
Budget Authority
Outlays .......

Fiscal Years 2014-2018:
Budget Authority
Outlays .......

Fiscal Years 2014—
Budget Authority
Outlays

1,311,988
1,304,815

9,875
9,875

1,321,863
1,314,690

7,664,235
7,646,654

9,875
9,245

7,674,110
7,655,899

19,084,627
19,067,886

9,875
8,425

19,094,502
19,076,311

*Adjustments made pursuant to section 114(d) of the Bipartisan Budget
Act of 2013, which incorporates by reference section 302 of S. Con. Res. 8,
as passed by the Senate. Section 302(c) establishes a deficit-neutral reserve
fund for Unemployment Relief.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR OBJECTION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I in-
tend to object to any unanimous con-
sent request at the present time relat-
ing to the nomination of Katherine M.
O’Regan to be an Assistant Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development.

Every year, the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development provides
billions of dollars to public housing au-
thorities but provides little oversight
for how the money is spent. Many
housing authority directors are more
concerned with padding their own nests
instead of providing safe, affordable
housing for people in need. One way to
change this is to make detailed spend-
ing information available to the gen-
eral public.

I will object to Ms. O’Regan’s nomi-
nation because I have not yet received
a response to my February 14, 2014 let-
ter to HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan
regarding HUD’s effort to collect Pub-
lic Housing Authority salary and com-
pensation data for calendar year 2013.
Specifically, I asked when the data
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would be available to the general pub-
lic on the HUD website and whether it
would be available in a searchable,
standard electronic format.

This is the second time HUD has re-
quested salary and compensation data
from the 3100 housing authorities
across the United States. HUD first re-
quested data for the top five wage earn-
ers in August 2011. At that time, I re-
quested that this data be made avail-
able to the general public. HUD stated
in a December 2011 letter:

This information will be posted on a HUD
website, consistent with applicable law. We
are now in the process of collecting this in-
formation for the first time, and expect that
it will be posted during the first quarter of
the year.

Despite HUD’s pledge, the full set of
data has never been posted on the De-
partment website. Instead, it only
posted three pages of aggregate data in
June 2012, and HUD didn’t provide the
full set of data to my office until May
2013, nearly 2 years after the data col-
lection process was initiated.

HUD is aware of the impact this data
can have when made available to the
public. Shortly after the compensation
information was requested in 2011, Con-
gress imposed a 1 year salary cap for
all housing authority executives. Hous-
ing authorities are now using Federal
funding not covered by the salary cap
to continue paying large salaries and
compensation packages. The com-
pensation data currently being col-
lected would shed light on this practice
and should be posted on the HUD
website as soon as possible.

—

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL GME
SUPPORT REAUTHORIZATION

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
rise on behalf of my colleagues, Sen-
ators HARKIN, ALEXANDER, CASEY and
ISAKSON to submit the following state-
ment for the RECORD.

On October 30, 2013, the Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Committee
unanimously reported the Children’s
Hospital GME Support Reauthorization
Act of 2013, S. 1557, out of Committee.
On November 12, 2013, the Senate
passed S. 1557 by unanimous consent.

This legislation is the product of
years of bipartisan negotiation, a proc-
ess which resulted in broad Senate sup-
port for the Act. The list of original
Senate cosponsors for S. 1557 dem-
onstrates this point. This list includes
Senators CASEY, ISAKSON, HARKIN,
ALEXANDER, BLUMENTHAL, BLUNT,
BROWN, KIRK, MURPHY, REED, ROBERTS,
WARREN, and WHITEHOUSE.

Prior to the enactment of the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Graduate Medical Edu-
cation, CHGME, Payment Program,
there was significant disparity in fed-
eral graduate medical education, GME,
support between adult teaching hos-
pitals and children’s teaching hos-
pitals. In 1998, children’s hospitals re-
ceived less than 0.5 percent of the level
of federal GME support that adult
teaching hospitals received. In the 2001
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final rule for the CHGME Payment
Program, the Department of Health
and Human Services, HHS, wrote, ‘“The
intent of the CHGME Act is to create
parity in GME payments among all
hospitals providing GME. It is clear
that primarily two factors cause this
disparity in children’s hospitals: (1) low
Medicare utilization; and (2) Prospec-
tive Payment System (PPS)-exempt
status.”

The CHGME Payment Program has
made considerable progress in achiev-
ing parity in GME payments, increas-
ing the number of pediatric training
positions at participating children’s
hospitals. However, a small number of
freestanding children’s teaching hos-
pitals remain ineligible for the pro-
gram. In 2003, Senate Committee on
Appropriations noted the following:

It has come to the Committee’s attention
that a limited number of freestanding
perinatal hospitals and children’s psy-
chiatric hospitals have been excluded from
participation in this program despite the
fact that these teaching institutions are not
eligible for Graduate Medical Education
funding under Medicare. The Committee ex-
pects [the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration (HRSA)] to explore the appro-
priateness of including these hospitals in the
Children’s Hospitals Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Program and to offer recommenda-
tions that might allow for their inclusion.
Senate Report 108-81.

HRSA responded in a 2004 report to
Congress which concluded that address-
ing this eligibility issue would require
Congress to amend the statue gov-
erning the CHGME Payment Program.
S. 1557 addresses this long-standing
issue. The reauthorization legislation
authorizes the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services,
HHS, to make available up to 25 per-
cent of CHGME appropriations that ex-
ceed $245 million for ‘‘qualified hos-
pitals’” that: (1) have a Medicare pay-
ment agreement and are excluded from
Medicare inpatient hospital prospec-
tive payment system; (2) have inpa-
tients that are predominantly individ-
uals under 18 years of age; (3) have an
approved medical residency training
program; and (4) are not otherwise eli-
gible to receive payments from the
CHGME Payment Program or the
Medicare program. The total amount
the Secretary can make available for
these purposes in any fiscal year is lim-
ited to $7 million, thus ensuring that
adequate resources remain available
for the children’s hospitals that cur-
rently participate in the program.

The Children’s Hospital GME Sup-
port Reauthorization Act provides the
Secretary with the necessary authority
to address the disparity in GME pay-
ment facing certain children’s teaching
hospitals. These changes are in keeping
with the intent of the CHGME Pay-
ment Program. As such, these hos-
pitals should have the opportunity to
apply for support through the CHGME
Payment Program in order to sustain
and build their teaching programs, and
ultimately increase the supply of
much-needed pediatricians and pedi-
atric specialists. We urge the Secretary



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T23:53:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




