March 27, 2014

Owens’s nomination, along with
Michelle Friedland’s nomination to the
Ninth Circuit, as soon as possible.

Mr. Owens was first nominated last
August and his early October hearing
date had to be moved after Republicans
forced a shutdown of our government.
A hearing on his nomination was fi-
nally held in late October. Mr. Owens
could and should have been confirmed
before we adjourned last year. Instead,
because Republicans refused to consent
to hold any nominations in the Senate,
every single one had to be returned to
the President at the end of last year.
They then had to be re-nominated and
re-processed through committee this
year and Mr. Owens was voted out of
committee on a voice vote, without
dissent, on January 16, 2014.

Mr. Owens is among six circuit nomi-
nees pending on the Senate floor. We
last voted on a circuit nominee during
the last work period in early March
and before that we voted on a circuit
court nominee in early January. If Re-
publicans continue to obstruct the Sen-
ate from having up-or-down votes on
uncontroversial judicial nominees, at
our current pace of filing cloture peti-
tions once every month or so, we will
not have time this year to vote on even
those who are currently pending on the
Senate floor.

We have not had a vote on a judicial
nomination this year that was not sub-
ject to a Republican filibuster. For all
but two Republican Senators, I have
started to notice a pattern of voting to
end filibusters only if a nominee is
from a State with at least one Repub-
lican home State Senator. Most re-
cently this happened yesterday on the
cloture vote for Judge Edward Smith of
Pennsylvania. It should not require a
judicial nominee to be from a State
with one or more Republican home
State Senators for some Senators to do
the right thing. Filling vacancies so
that our Federal judiciary can be fully
functioning should not be a partisan
issue.

Born in Washington, DC, Mr. Owens
earned his B.A., with high distinction,
from the University of California,
Berkeley, and his J.D., with distinc-
tion, Order of the Coif, from Stanford
Law School. At Stanford, he was the
Nathan Abbott Scholar, an award given
to the student with the highest cumu-
lative point average in the class. Mr.
Owens served as executive editor of the
Stanford Law Review where he earned
the Stanford Law Review Board of Edi-
tors Award.

After law school, Mr. Owens served as
a law clerk to Judge J. Clifford Wallace
of the Ninth Circuit and for Associate
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the
United States Supreme Court. He has
been a litigator in both public and pri-
vate practice. In 1998, he joined the
U.S. Department of Justice, where he
would later serve as an Assistant U.S.
Attorney for the Central District of
California and the Southern District of
California. In 2008, Mr. Owens was pro-
moted to serve as the Deputy Chief of
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Major Frauds in the Southern District
office and later the Chief of the Crimi-
nal Division. In 2012, he rejoined pri-
vate practice as a partner at Munger,
Tolles & Olson where he presently
works. Over the course of his legal ca-
reer, he has been counsel of record in
more than 20 cases before the court on
which he is nominated to serve.

Mr. Owens has the support of his
home State Senators—Senator FEIN-
STEIN and Senator BOXER. I hope my
fellow Senators will join me today to
vote to end the filibuster of Mr. Owen’s
nomination.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate shall
proceed to executive session.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of John B. Owens, of California, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Patty
Murray, Bill Nelson, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Jack Reed, Tammy Baldwin, Jon
Tester, Tom Udall, Bernard Sanders,
Michael F. Bennet, Christopher A.
Coons, Elizabeth Warren, Charles E.
Schumer, Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of John B. Owens, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
ROCKEFELLER) is necessarily absent.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 89 Ex.]

YEAS—54
Baldwin Carper Harkin
Begich Casey Heinrich
Bennet Coons Heitkamp
Blumenthal Donnelly Hirono
Booker Durbin Johnson (SD)
Boxer Feinstein Kaine
Brown Franken King
Cantwell Gillibrand Klobuchar
Cardin Hagan Landrieu

S1799

Leahy Murray Stabenow
Levin Nelson Tester
Manchin Pryor Udall (CO)
Markey Reed Udall (NM)
McCaskill Reid Walsh
Menendez Sanders Warner
Merkley Schatz Warren
Mikulski Schumer Whitehouse
Murphy Shaheen Wyden
NAYS—44
Alexander Enzi McConnell
Ayotte Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Paul
Blunt Graham Portman
Boozman Grassley Risch
Burr Hatch Roberts
Chambliss Heller Rubio
Coats Hoeven
Coburn Inhofe :g:;co ns
Cochran Isakson Shelby
Collins Johanns
Corker Johnson (WI) Thune
Cornyn Kirk T90mey
Crapo Lee Vitter
Cruz McCain Wicker
NOT VOTING—2
Moran Rockefeller

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 54, the nays are 44.

The motion to invoke cloture is
agreed to.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate resumes
legislative session.

———

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Continued

CLOTURE MOTION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.
The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 333, H.R. 3979, an act
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to ensure that emergency services volunteers
are not taken into account as employees
under the shared responsibility requirements
contained in the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act.
Harry Reid, Jack Reed, Patty Murray,

Bill Nelson, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Tammy Baldwin, Jon Tester, Tom
Udall, Bernard Sanders, Michael F.

Bennet, Christopher A. Coons, Eliza-
beth Warren, Charles E. Schumer,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin, Pat-
rick J. Leahy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 333, H.R. 3979,
an act to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency
services volunteers are not taken into
account as employees under the shared
responsibility requirements contained
in the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, shall be brought to a
close?
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The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 65,
nays 34, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 90 Leg.]

YEAS—65
Ayotte Harkin Murray
Baldwin Heinrich Nelson
Begich Heitkamp Portman
Bennet Heller Pryor
Blumenthal Hirono Reed
Booker Johnson (SD) Reid
Boxer Johnson (WI) Rockefeller
Brown Kaine
Cantwell King :iﬁ:gs
Cardin Kirk Schumer
Carper Klobuchar Shaheen
Casey Landrieu
Coats Leahy Stabenow
Collins Levin Tester
Coons Manchin Toomey
Corker Markey Udall (CO)
Donnelly McCaskill Udall (NM)
Durbin Menendez Walsh
Feinstein Merkley Warner
Franken Mikulski Warren
Gillibrand Murkowski Whitehouse
Hagan Murphy Wyden
NAYS—34
Alexander Fischer Paul
Barrasso Flake Risch
Blunt Graham Roberts
Boozman Grassley Rubio
Burr Hatch Scott
Chambliss Hoeven Sessions
Coburn Inhofe Shelby
Cochran Isakson Thune
Cornyn Johanns Vitter
Crapo Lee Wicker
Cruz McCain
Enzi McConnell
NOT VOTING—1
Moran

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 65, the nays are 34.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.
——

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF MATTHEW H.
TUELLER, A CAREER MEMBER
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERV-
ICE, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nomination, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Matthew H. Tueller, of Utah,
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Yemen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 2
minutes of debate equally divided.
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Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to yield back all
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

If there is no further debate, the
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the nomination of Matthew
H. Tueller, of Utah, a Career Member of
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Yemen?

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table.

The President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION
TO PROCEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Madam President, I wish
to thank all of my colleagues for this
very strong bipartisan vote to move a
step closer to restoring unemployment
insurance benefits for over 2 million
Americans. I particularly wish to
thank Senator HELLER, whose leader-
ship from the beginning has been in-
strumental, as well as Senator COL-
LINS, whose leadership, wise counsel,
and thoughtful proposals have been one
of the really strong forces sustaining
our efforts throughout. I also thank
Senator PORTMAN, who has consist-
ently thought about  progressive
changes for our training programs so
that people are better prepared for
jobs, as well as Senator MURKOWSKI for
her support, and Senator KIRK, both of
them valuable contributors. I thank all
of my colleagues today who came for-
ward.

This is not the end of the story, but
it is an important step forward for over
2 million Americans who are looking
desperately for work, who need the
benefits, and who will contribute to
our economy.

With that, I yield the floor, and I
note the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREAT ALASKA
EARTHQUAKE

Ms. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous
consent the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of S. Res. 400, submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 400) recognizing the
50th anniversary of the Great Alaska Earth-
quake, which struck the State of Alaska at
5:36 p.m. on Good Friday, March 27, 1964, hon-
oring those who lost their lives in the Great
Alaska Earthquake and associated tsunamis,
and expressing continued support for re-
search on earthquake and tsunami pre-
diction and mitigation strategies.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President,
over the past several days we have all
watched the news of the massive land-
slide in Washington State. We have
watched that with sadness, with
shock—truly an awful, awful episode.
Our hearts, our prayers are certainly
with all of those who have been af-
fected by this terrible tragedy. We con-
tinue to hope for the best as rescue and
recovery efforts continue.

Today I have come to the floor to
speak about a different natural dis-
aster. This is a natural disaster that
affected Alaska on Good Friday exactly
50 years ago today, in 1964. This is the
Great Alaska Earthquake, the Good
Friday Earthquake, the epic earth-
quake of 1964.

At the time that Alaska was struck
by this massive earthquake, I was a
young child. I was living in the south-
eastern community of Wrangell, AK. I
have a map here, a map of the State of
Alaska. The epicenter of the earth-
quake is here in the south central area.
About a year prior to the quake, my
family and I moved down to the small
southeastern community of Wrangell,
tucked safely in the inland passage wa-
terways here.

We were all looking forward to
Easter. When the earthquake hit, I cer-
tainly did not know that we had been
struck by a massive, massive 9.2 earth-
quake of the magnitude on the Richter
scale that decimated southcentral
Alaska. The earthquake struck at 5:36
in the evening. I did not know that
what had just occurred was the largest
earthquake to strike the United States
in recorded history. It is the second
largest earthquake ever recorded on
modern instrumentation.

Those of us who lived in Alaska at
the time have memories of what hap-
pened on Good Friday 50 years ago. We
have stories that will live with us for
generations and passed down from gen-
eration to generation. You can talk to
Alaskans about it: Where were you in
the quake of 1964?

We had just moved, as I said, from
Anchorage to Wrangell, AK. We did not
feel the shake in Wrangell. We waited
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