March 26, 2014

CMSAF Samuel L. Johnson on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the U.S.
Air Force.

Chief Johnson has given much to this
Nation through his dedicated and self-
less service. His Air Force career start-
ed in the great State of Georgia on De-
cember 21, 1984, following his gradua-
tion from Echols County High School
near Statenville. When Chief Johnson
began his career, he got exactly what
he asked for—the ability to see the
world. His first assignment took him to
the United Kingdom, where he laid the
foundation for a tremendous career as
a security policeman. His career would
take him to the ICBM fields of Wyo-
ming, followed by his first tour in the
Republic of XKorea. Chief Johnson
would end up in the United Kingdom
once again, then to the Emerald Coast
of Florida, followed by his first tour in
Texas. He would spend a couple of
years in our Nation’s Capital before
heading back to Korea. He would then
return to the States, landing himself
his first tour in south Georgia. Long
from ending his travels, Chief Johnson
would take one more assignment to
Texas, followed by a year in Qatar. Fi-
nally, Chief Johnson landed back in
south Georgia for his second assign-
ment there, which would be his last as-
signment in the Air Force. During his
career, along with all of the aforemen-
tioned permanent duty station
changes, Chief Johnson deployed in
support of Operation Desert Shield and
Desert Storm, Operation Enduring
Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and
Operation New Dawn. Chief Johnson
sewed on his final stripe, earning him a
spot in the top 1 percent of all enlisted
members of the military allowed by
law, on September 1, 2009.

Chief Johnson is the recipient of the
following major medals and decora-
tions for his service and accomplish-
ments: two Bronze Star Medals, five
Meritorious Service Medals, four Air
Force Commendation Medals, four Air
Force Achievement Medals, the Air
Force Combat Action Medal, the Air
Force Combat Readiness Medal, the
National Defense Service Medal, the
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal,
the Southwest Asia Service Medal, the
Iraqg Campaign Medal, the Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the
Korean Defense Service Medal, and the
NATO Medal.

Throughout his distinguished career
he has represented our country and the
Air Force with dignity and honor. On
behalf of the Senate and the United
States of America, I thank CMSAF
Samuel L. Johnson for his service and
sacrifices over the past 30 years. I wish
him Godspeed and continued happiness
as he starts a new chapter in his life.®

———
LIHEAP ACTION DAY
e Mr. REED. Mr. President, today is
National LIHEAP Action Day. Advo-

cates from many different States are
here to make the case for the Low In-
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come Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, known as LIHEAP. This impor-
tant initiative helps low-income Rhode
Island families and millions of vulner-
able Americans across the country pay
their energy bills. Simply put, access
to affordable home energy is a matter
of health and safety for many low-in-
come households, children, and seniors.

In Rhode Island this year, LIHEAP
provided roughly $24 million, which al-
lowed the State to deliver assistance to
27,700 households. However, despite bi-
partisan efforts that I have led with
my colleague from Maine, Senator COL-
LINS, to press for robust support for the
program, funding reductions in 2011
and 2012, along with sequester cuts,
have led to a decrease in the number of
households served. As a result, nearly
1.5 million vulnerable households have
lost access to this vital lifeline.

With one of the harshest winters in
decades and the high cost of energy ex-
perienced in some regions of the coun-
try, including high natural gas and
heating oil prices in New England, the
importance of the LIHEAP program is
even more pronounced. According to
the Energy Information Administra-
tion, the average cost of home heating
this winter will rise to nearly $1,000 on
average, a 6 percent increase over last
year. These cost increases are hap-
pening at a time when households are
receiving lower benefits. The average
LIHEAP payments have been reduced
by more than $100 since 2010, dropping
from $520 in fiscal year 2010 to $406 in
fiscal year 2013.

I urge my colleagues to recognize the
need to provide access to affordable
home energy for the most vulnerable
households in our States and join me in
support of LIHEAP. This assistance is
an indispensable lifeline, helping to en-
sure that recipients do not have to
choose between paying their energy
bills and affording other basic neces-
sities such as food and medicine.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:05 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2824. An act to amend the Sur-
face Mining Control and Reclamation
Act of 1977 to stop the ongoing waste
by the Department of the Interior of
taxpayer resources and implement the
final rule on excess spoil, mining
waste, and buffers for perennial and
intermittent streams, and for other
purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 5:06 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 4275. An act to amend the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue
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Code of 1986 to provide for cooperative
and small employer charity pension
plans.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. LEAHY).

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2157. A bill to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to repeal the
Medicare sustainable growth rate and to im-
prove Medicare and Medicaid payments, and
for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC—4983. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Atlantic Her-
ring Fishery; Amendment 5’ (RIN 0648-AY47)
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on March 7, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC—4984. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone off Alaska; Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area;
Amendment 102 (RIN 0648-BD03) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March
7, 2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC—4985. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory
Programs, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone off Alaska; Ground-
fish of the Gulf of Alaska; Amendment 95 to
the Fishery Management Plan for Ground-
fish” (RIN 0648-BC39) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on March 12,
2014; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-4986. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area’
(RIN0648-XD125) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 7, 2014; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4987. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico,
and South Atlantic; Coastal Migratory Pe-
lagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico and
South Atlantic; Trip Limit Reduction”
(RIN0648-XD134) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 7, 2014; to the
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Committee on Commerce,
Transportation.

EC-4988. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries off West Coast States;
Modifications of the West Coast Commercial
and Recreational Salmon Fisheries; Inseason
Actions #12 Through #34” (RIN0648-XC964)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on March 5, 2014; to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4989. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; 2013 Commer-
cial Accountability Measure and Closure for
South Atlantic Vermilion Snapper”’
(RIN0648-X(C984) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 5, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4990. A communication from the Acting
Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable Fish-
eries, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Shrimp Fishery
off the Southern Atlantic States; Closure of
the Penaeid Shrimp Fishery off South Caro-
lina” (RIN0648-XD122) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 7, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC—4991. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Safety Zone: Maintenance Dredging 35-Foot
Channel and Rock Removal; Portland Har-
bor, Portland, ME” ((RIN1625-AA00) (Docket
No. USCG-2014-0010)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 6, 2014;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-4992. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Safety Zones; Eleventh Coast Guard Dis-
trict Annual Fireworks Events” ((RIN1625—
AA00) (Docket No. USCG—-2013-0362)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on March 6, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4993. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Safety Zone; Havasu Triathlon; Lake
Havasu, AZ” ((RIN1625-AA00) (Docket No.
USCG-2014-0004)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 6, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC—4994. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Safety Zones; Annual Events Requiring
Safety Zones in the Captain of the Port Lake
Michigan Zone’ ((RIN1625-AA00) (Docket No.
USCG-2013-1033)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 6, 2014; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4995. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Drawbridge Operation Regulation;
Terrebonne Bayou, LA ((RIN1625-AA09)
(Docket No. USCG-2013-1072)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on

Science, and
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March 6, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-4996. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Drawbridge Operation Regulation; Inner
Harbor Navigational Canal, New Orleans,
LA” ((RIN1625-AA09) (Docket No. USCG—
2013-0562)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 6, 2014; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-4997. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Great Lakes Pilotage Rates—2014 Annual
Review and Adjustment” ((RIN1625-AC07)
(Docket No. USCG-2013-0534)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 6, 2014; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC—4998. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Regulated Navigation Area; Southern Oahu
Tsunami Vessel Evacuation Honolulu, HI”
((RIN1625-AA11) (Docket No. USCG-2012-
0080)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on March 6, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-4999. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Importa-
tion of Jackfruit, Pineapple, and Starfruit
From Malaysia Into the Continental United
States” ((RIN0579-AD46) (Docket No. APHIS—
2011-0019)) received during adjournment of
the Senate in the Office of the President of
the Senate on March 19, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-5000. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Ipconazole; Pesticide Tolerances”
(FRL No. 9907-25) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 19, 2014; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-5001. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Heat-killed Burkholderia spp. Strain
A396 Cells and Spent Fermentation Media;
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’” (FRL No. 9907-41) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 19, 2014; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-5002. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting the report of ten
(10) officers authorized to wear the insignia
of the grade of major general or brigadier
general in accordance with title 10, United
States Code, section T777; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

EC-5003. A communication from the Chair-
man, Nuclear Weapons Council, Department
of Defense and Department of Energy, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to
the nuclear stockpile and stockpile steward-
ship program requirements for fiscal year
2015 and over the next four years; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5004. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a
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report describing activities under the Sec-
retary of Defense personnel management
demonstration project authorities for De-
partment of Defense Science and Technology
Reinvention Laboratories (STRLs) for cal-
endar year 2013; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-5005. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Joint Staff, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report of a
delay in submission of a report relative to
construction requirements related to
antiterrorism and force protection or urban
training requirements; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-5006. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Navy, transmitting, pursuant
to law, a report relative to the Program Ac-
quisition Unit Cost (PAUC) and Average Pro-
curement Unit Cost (APUC) for the Joint
Precision Approach and Landing System
(JPALS) Increment 1A program; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-5007. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to Department of Defense (DoD)
programs, policies, and procedures regarding
security at Department of Defense installa-
tions and the security clearance process; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5008. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Reserve Affairs), transmitting, pursuant to
law, the National Guard and Reserve Equip-
ment Report (NGRER) for fiscal year 2015; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-5009. A communication from the Acting
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a
report relative to the Department of De-
fense’s Evaluation of the TRICARE Program
for fiscal year 2014; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-5010. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Nuclear, Chemical,
and Biological Defense Programs) transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the 2014 Department of
Defense Annual Report to Congress on Chem-
ical and Biological Defense; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. LEVIN for the Committee on
Armed Services.

*BEric Rosenbach, of Pennsylvania, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Defense.

*David B. Shear, of New York, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Defense.

*Michael J. McCord, of Ohio, to be Under
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

*Robert O. Work, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Secretary of Defense.

Christine E. Wormuth, of Virginia, to be
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.

*Air Force nomination of Gen. Paul J.
Selva, to be General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. An-
thony J. Rock, to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Thomas
J. Trask, to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Col. Andrew J.
Toth, to be Brigadier General.

Air Force nomination of Lt. Gen. Darren
W. McDew, to be General.

Air Force nomination of Lt. Gen. Bradley
A. Heithold, to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Col. Robert I. Mil-
ler, to be Brigadier General.

Army nomination of Lt. Gen. William B.
Garrett III, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Herbert R.
McMaster, Jr., to be Lieutenant General.
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