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the Great Lakes and Mississippi River basins 
even while planning for interim measures 
are underway; and be it further 

Resolved, That we request that Congress 
call upon the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to provide a lead role in accomplishing these 
goals and coordinating efforts of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and other federal 
agencies through the Asian Carp Control 
Strategy Framework and the national con-
trol plan for Asian carp; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, the members of 
the Michigan congressional delegation, the 
Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary 
of the Interior, the Commanding General of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Com-
mander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers—Chicago District, and the Asian Carp 
Regional Coordinating Committee. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ, from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, without amendment: 

S. 2124. An original bill to support sov-
ereignty and democracy in Ukraine, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCAIN: 
S. 2111. A bill to reauthorize the Yuma 

Crossing National Heritage Area; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
HOEVEN, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. 2112. A bill to authorize the approval of 
natural gas pipelines and establish deadlines 
and expedite permits for certain natural gas 
gathering lines on Federal land and Indian 
land; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. COBURN (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mr. VITTER, and Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2113. A bill to provide taxpayers with an 
annual report disclosing the cost and per-
formance of Government programs and areas 
of duplication among them, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
COBURN): 

S. 2114. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 with respect to disclo-
sures to investors in municipal and cor-
porate debt securities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mrs. BOXER, and Mrs. 
HAGAN): 

S. 2115. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a fund to provide for an expanded 
and sustained national investment in bio-
medical research; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
UDALL of New Mexico): 

S. 2116. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture, in consultation with Indian 
tribes, to make grants, competitive grants, 
and special research grants to, and enter 
into cooperative agreements and other con-
tracting instruments with, eligible entities 
to conduct research and education and train-
ing programs to protect and preserve Native 
American seeds, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 2117. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to change the default invest-
ment fund under the Thrift Savings Plan, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. THUNE, Mr. VITTER, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. KIRK, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. ENZI, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. 2118. A bill to protect the separation of 
powers in the Constitution of the United 
States by ensuring that the President takes 
care that the laws be faithfully executed, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 2119. A bill to amend the Head Start Act 

to authorize block grants to States for pre-
kindergarten education; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 2120. A bill to expand the prohibition on 

the manufacture, distribution, and importa-
tion of children’s products that contain 
phthalates, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. WALSH (for himself, Mr. 
BEGICH, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2121. A bill to repeal title II of the REAL 
ID Act of 2005; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2122. A bill to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare sustainable growth rate and to im-
prove Medicare and Medicaid payments, and 
for other purposes; read the first time. 

By Mr. FRANKEN (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 2123. A bill to authorize the exchange of 
certain Federal land and non-Federal land in 
the State of Minnesota; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. 2124. An original bill to support sov-

ereignty and democracy in Ukraine, and for 
other purposes; from the Committee on For-
eign Relations; placed on the calendar. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. ENZI, Mr. COATS, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Wisconsin, Mr. HATCH, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. RISCH, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BURR, 

Mr. VITTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. CHAM-
BLISS, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. 
RUBIO): 

S. Res. 382. A resolution to amend the 
Standing Rules of the Senate to modify the 
provision relating to timing for filing of clo-
ture motions; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 411 

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 411, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the railroad track maintenance 
credit. 

S. 635 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 635, a bill to amend the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act to provide an 
exception to the annual written pri-
vacy notice requirement. 

S. 775 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 775, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide a tax incentive for the installation 
and maintenance of mechanical insula-
tion property. 

S. 824 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 824, a bill to amend the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 to re-
quire shareholder authorization before 
a public company may make certain 
political expenditures, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 933 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 933, a bill to amend title I of the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 to extend the authorization 
of the Bulletproof Vest Partnership 
Grant Program through fiscal year 
2018. 

S. 948 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
948, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for cov-
erage and payment for complex reha-
bilitation technology items under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 1135 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1135, a bill to amend the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to repeal a certain exemp-
tion for hydraulic fracturing, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1150 

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
the name of the Senator from Iowa 
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(Mr. HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1150, a bill to posthumously award 
a congressional gold medal to Con-
stance Baker Motley. 

S. 1364 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1364, a bill to promote neutrality, 
implicity, and fairness in the taxation 
of digital goods and digital services. 

S. 1397 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Mr. 
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1397, a bill to improve the efficiency, 
management, and interagency coordi-
nation of the Federal permitting proc-
ess through reforms overseen by the 
Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, and for other purposes. 

S. 1431 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
KIRK) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1431, a bill to permanently extend the 
Internet Tax Freedom Act. 

S. 1456 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Ms. CANTWELL), 
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. CAR-
PER), the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
DONNELLY), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN), the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Ms. 
HEITKAMP), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator 
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator 
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the 
Senator from Louisiana (Ms. LAN-
DRIEU), the Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
LEAHY), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from 
Missouri (Mrs. MCCASKILL), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY), the 
Senator from Maryland (Ms. MIKUL-
SKI), the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER), 
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
UDALL), the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. WALSH), the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1456, a bill to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal to 
Shimon Peres. 

S. 1506 
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1506, a bill to provide tax relief for 
persons affected by the discharge of oil 
in connection with the explosion on, 
and sinking of, the mobile offshore 
drilling unit Deepwater Horizon. 

S. 1708 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 

1708, a bill to amend title 23, United 
States Code, with respect to the estab-
lishment of performance measures for 
the highway safety improvement pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 1737 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1737, a bill to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal minimum wage 
and to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to extend increased ex-
pensing limitations and the treatment 
of certain real property as section 179 
property. 

S. 1738 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1738, a bill to provide jus-
tice for the victims of trafficking. 

S. 1793 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1793, a bill to encourage 
States to require the installation of 
residential carbon monoxide detectors 
in homes, and for other purposes. 

S. 1802 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1802, a bill to provide 
equal treatment for utility special en-
tities using utility operations-related 
swaps, and for other purposes. 

S. 1803 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1803, a bill to require cer-
tain protections for student loan bor-
rowers, and for other purposes. 

S. 2004 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2004, a bill to ensure the safety of all 
users of the transportation system, in-
cluding pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 
users, children, older individuals, and 
individuals with disabilities, as they 
travel on and across federally funded 
streets and highways. 

S. 2024 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name 

of the Senator from Alabama (Mr. SES-
SIONS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2024, a bill to amend chapter 1 of title 
1, United States Code, with regard to 
the definition of ‘‘marriage’’ and 
‘‘spouse’’ for Federal purposes and to 
ensure respect for State regulation of 
marriage. 

S. 2053 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2053, a bill to direct the Architect of 
the Capitol to place a chair honoring 
American Prisoners of War/Missing in 
Action on the Capitol Grounds. 

S. 2077 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Michigan (Ms. 

STABENOW) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2077, a bill to provide for the exten-
sion of certain unemployment benefits, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2082 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2082, a bill to provide for the develop-
ment of criteria under the Medicare 
program for medically necessary short 
inpatient hospital stays, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2086 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE), the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2086, a 
bill to address current emergency 
shortages of propane and other home 
heating fuels and to provide greater 
flexibility and information for Gov-
ernors to address such emergencies in 
the future. 

S. 2099 

At the request of Mr. COATS, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2099, a bill to amend title 5, 
United States Code, to establish uni-
form requirements for thorough eco-
nomic analysis of regulations by Fed-
eral agencies based on sound principles, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2106 

At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2106, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that the 
individual health insurance mandate 
not apply until the employer health in-
surance mandate is enforced without 
exceptions. 

S. CON. RES. 33 

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 
names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. BROWN), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Sen-
ator from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the 
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. JOHANNS), the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) and 
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
THUNE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
Con. Res. 33, a concurrent resolution 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act, 
which established the nationwide Coop-
erative Extension System. 

S. RES. 348 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 
of the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-
KULSKI) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 348, a resolution expressing sup-
port for the internal rebuilding, reset-
tlement, and reconciliation within Sri 
Lanka that are necessary to ensure a 
lasting peace. 
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S. RES. 355 

At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 355, a resolution calling on the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan to cease the extra-judicial 
release of Afghan detainees, carry out 
its commitments pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Understanding gov-
erning the transfer of Afghan detainees 
from the United States custody to Af-
ghan control and to uphold the Afghan 
Rule of Law with respect to the refer-
ral and disposition of detainees. 

S. RES. 365 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 365, a resolution deploring the vio-
lent repression of peaceful demonstra-
tors in Venezuela, calling for full ac-
countability for human rights viola-
tions taking place in Venezuela, and 
supporting the right of the Venezuelan 
people to the free and peaceful exercise 
of representative democracy. 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 365, supra. 

S. RES. 377 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY), the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 377, a 
resolution recognizing the 193rd anni-
versary of the independence of Greece 
and celebrating democracy in Greece 
and the United States. 

At the request of Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota, his name was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 377, supra. 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, her 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 377, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2812 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2812 proposed to S. 
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve 
the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2814 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2814 proposed to S. 
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve 
the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2818 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2818 proposed to S. 
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve 
the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990, and for other pur-
poses. 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of 

amendment No. 2818 proposed to S. 
1086, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2819 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2819 intended to 
be proposed to S. 1086, a bill to reau-
thorize and improve the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Act of 1990, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MCCAIN: 
S. 2111. A bill to reauthorize the 

Yuma Crossing National Heritage 
Area; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I am 
please to introduce legislation that 
would reauthorize the Yuma Crossing 
National Heritage Area located in 
Yuma, AZ. A companion bill is being 
introduced in the House of Representa-
tives by Congressman RAÚL GRIJALVA 
and Congressman ED PASTOR from Ari-
zona. 

The Yuma Crossing National Herit-
age Area is a unique success story in 
the National Heritage Areas, NHA, sys-
tem. It was first authorized in 2000 
under legislation sponsored by myself 
and former Senator Jon Kyl, P.L. 106– 
319. Yuma Crossing NHA has proven to 
be a central component in a collabo-
rative effort by local, tribal and federal 
partners to transform the City of 
Yuma downtown riverfront area and 
restore riparian habitat along the 
banks of the Colorado River. Like 
many other NHAs, it was established as 
a means of encouraging historic preser-
vation at a local level without assign-
ing large federal resources for the man-
agement of land as a National Park. 
The Yuma Crossing NHA model con-
tinues to involve a broad coalition of 
local businesses, farmers, and the 
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma In-
dian Reservation among others. 

Yuma Crossing NHA was the first 
NHA to be established west of the Mis-
sissippi River. Its purpose is to pre-
serve and share the history of the 
Yuma Crossing, which is a narrow 
granite outcropping on the Colorado 
River that for centuries served as the 
only transportation gateway for those 
traveling west to California, including 
Spanish missionaries, American pio-
neers, and gold rush prospectors. Prior 
to the completion of the trans-
continental railroad in the 1860’s, if 
you wanted to trade or travel to Cali-
fornia, you had to go through Yuma 
Crossing. 

The NHA designation has enabled the 
City of Yuma to develop plans to lever-
age about $80 million in private invest-
ments, not Federal funding, for the re-
vitalization of downtown Yuma and the 
historic landmark. The Yuma Crossing 
NHA also played a critical role in sav-
ing a former Arizona State Park unit, 
the historic Yuma Quartermaster 
Depot, which had closed and fallen into 

disrepair due to state budget cuts. 
Moreover, the Yuma Crossing NHA has 
led the way in a remarkable environ-
mental project along the Colorado 
River known as the Yuma East Wet-
lands project, which aims to remove 
1,400 acres of non-native, water-guz-
zling salt cedar thickets and re-vege-
tate the area with native willows, cot-
tonwood, and mesquite trees. The 400 
acres completed thus far has aided in 
the initial recovery of a number of en-
dangered and migratory bird species, 
including the Yuma clapper rail, the 
yellow-billed cuckoo, and the south-
western willow flycatcher. 

As a testament to its successes, the 
National Park Service has downgraded 
the Yuma Crossing historic landmark 
from Threatened to Watch status. How-
ever, more work remains to be done. 
For example, the Yuma East Wetlands 
project has secured a funding commit-
ment from non-federal parties for the 
next fifty years. Because NHA’s have 
an authorization period of 15 years, it’s 
critical that Congress reauthorize the 
Yuma Crossing NHA before the end of 
Fiscal Year 2015 so that this effort con-
tinues uninterrupted. I understand 
there may be a need to offset the fed-
eral spending that’s authorized by this 
legislation, and I hope to address this 
concern as the bill advances through 
the legislative process. I encourage my 
colleagues to support the passage of 
this bill. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BROWN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. 
BOXER, and Mrs. HAGAN): 

S. 2115. A bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of a fund to provide for an 
expanded and sustained national in-
vestment in biomedical research; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2115 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Cures Act’’. 
SEC. 2. BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH FUND. 

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this sec-
tion to establish a Biomedical Research 
Fund (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Fund’’), to be administered by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, to provide for an ex-
panded and sustained national investment in 
biomedical research through the programs 
and agencies described in subsection (b)(2). 

(b) USE OF FUND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, 

amounts shall be transferred from the Fund 
to the accounts related to the programs and 
agencies described in paragraph (2) to ensure 
that funding for such programs and agencies 
for such fiscal year does not fall below 105 
percent of the level of funding provided for 
the fiscal year immediately preceding the 
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