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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, You are the way, the
truth, and the life. Shine Your light
upon our Senators’ pathway, keeping
them from straying from Your will.
Lord, keep them from sluggish think-
ing or ambiguous expression or cold-
ness of heart or weakness of will. As
they experience Your constancy, en-
able them to see Your higher wisdom,
which is a lamp for their feet and a
light for their path. Continue to guide
them until they see You more clearly,
follow You more nearly, and love You
more dearly each day.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 12, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a

Senate

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 309, S. 1086, the
Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act of 2014.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 309, S.
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve the
Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990, and for other purposes.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 10:30
a.m., with the majority controlling the
first half and the Republicans control-
ling the final half.

Following morning business the Sen-
ate will proceed to executive session.
At 10:30 a.m., there will be up to 6 roll-
call votes on the confirmation of sev-
eral executive nominations.

Upon disposition of the nomination
of Sarah Bloom Raskin to be Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury, the Senate
will begin consideration of S. 1086, the
Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act reauthorization bill.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 2110
AND H.R. 4152

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are
two bills at the desk due for a second
reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by
title for the second time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2110) to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to repeal the
Medicare sustainable growth rate, and for
other purposes.

An act (H.R. 41562) to provide for the costs
of loan guarantees for Ukraine.

Mr. REID. I would object to anything
at this time as to these two matters.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will
be placed on the calendar.

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT

ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in our great
country we think of a college edu-
cation as the key to unlock our chil-
dren’s success. But many families in
this country struggle to afford child
care, leaving no money whatsoever for
higher education.

In 2011, in most States, 1 year of
daycare for an infant was more expen-
sive than 1 year of tuition at a public
university.

Let me repeat that. In America, in
almost every State, 1 year of daycare is
more expensive than 1 year of tuition
at a public university. It is no wonder
that middle-class families are strug-
gling with sticker shock, and for many
low-income families childcare is simply
out of reach.

For millions of families in the United
States, childcare is their single largest
household expense at nearly $15,000 a
year. In an economy where most fami-

lies have two working parents,
childcare isn’t a luxury, it is a neces-
sity.

That is why President Bush signed
the first Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act into law in 1990. He
did this to ensure working families
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have access
childcare.

I thank HELP Committee Chairman
HARKIN and Senators BURR, MIKULSKI,
and ALEXANDER for their diligent bipar-
tisan work to reauthorize this meas-
ure.

The program serves more than 1.6
million children, including more than
7,300 in Nevada, making access to af-
fordable, high-quality care possible.
But the program serves only a fraction
of the need. We should be doing more
to guarantee every parent who wants
to work can afford adequate super-
vision for their children and for every
child, regardless of income, so that
kids have a safe place to learn.

This bipartisan measure is an invest-
ment in America’s mothers, 65 percent
of whom work outside the home. Yet
women earn less and are less likely to
go back to work after having chil-
dren—than men—in part because of the
shortage of safe, affordable daycare.

This program is helping millions of
parents, and especially mothers, get
back to work to help support their
families. In the two decades since this
important program was last author-
ized, we have learned a great deal
about the importance of early child-
hood education and high-quality
childcare.

This bipartisan measure builds on
that knowledge, updates health and
safety standards for childcare centers,
and requires providers to undergo com-
prehensive background checks.

This reauthorization is only the first
step. I look forward to working with
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
on the larger effort to broaden access
to quality early childhood education.

We are going to take up this bill
later today. As I have said before, and
I will say again so everyone under-
stands, this is a bipartisan bill. I hope
the managers of this bill will do every-
thing they can to move this expedi-
tiously through this body. But we are
going to finish—not finish it this week,
but I prefer finishing it, and I hope we
can do that.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

Mr. REID. Would the Chair announce
the business of the day.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

to quality, affordable

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order the Sen-
ate will be in a period of morning busi-
ness until 10:30 a.m., with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein in for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
RASKIN NOMINATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, shortly
we will be voting on some nominees,
and I want to thank all the nominees
and their families for their willingness
to serve the public. This is a real sac-
rifice. People are giving up other op-
portunities in order to serve their
country. It is not just the individual
who accepts these positions of public
service, it is a family matter, and so I
applaud them all for their service to
our country.

I would like to speak in particular
about the last vote we will have in this
series, and that is the confirmation of
Sarah Bloom Raskin as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Treasury. Sarah is a per-
son who has given much to public serv-
ice throughout her career. I know her
personally. She is a Marylander, and
we are very proud of the fact she is a
Marylander.

If Sarah is confirmed, she will be the
highest ranking woman in the history
of the Treasury, and I am very proud of
that accomplishment. She has been
very active in Maryland and at the na-
tional level. For the past several years
Sarah has served on the Federal Re-
serve Board of Governors. Her deep fi-
nancial and regulatory knowledge and
sound judgment made her an essential
asset during her tenure there. As the
Presiding Officer knows, this has been
a very turbulent time in regard to the
economy of our Nation, and during this
great economic unease her dedication
to strong consumer protections has
been especially valuable.

Even before joining the Board of Gov-
ernors, Sarah was no stranger to suc-
cessfully navigating choppy economic
waters. In 2007 she was appointed Com-
missioner of Financial Regulation for
the State of Maryland, so I have had
the chance to observe her and her dedi-
cation and her effectiveness at the
State level and also at the national
level.

At the State level she has signifi-
cantly improved consumer protections
and supported banks through the many
challenges of the financial crisis. That
is where I got to see her work firsthand
and her thoughtfulness and how dedi-
cated she was, and her ability to bring
people of different persuasions to-
gether, different stakeholders in our fi-
nancial community, and to chart a
course where we could have a positive
result not only for the financial insti-
tutions but for consumers and for our
economy.

Sarah is also part of a family of gov-
ernment service. Her husband Jamie is
a member of the Maryland State Sen-
ate and has an excellent record of pub-
lic service in his own right. So this is
a family that has given much to public
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service. We need people in the adminis-
tration like Sarah Bloom Raskin. Her
background, her education, and her job
training all serve to make her particu-
larly well suited to be the deputy sec-
retary.

I, for one, am thankful to Sarah and
her family that she is willing to serve
in an extremely challenging position.
This is not going to be an easy posi-
tion, obviously, as Deputy Secretary of
the Treasury. It gives me great con-
fidence to know Sarah will be handling
the many responsibilities demanded of
the deputy secretary, and it gives me
great pride that a fellow Marylander
may continue to be among the finan-
cial leaders who guide our economy to-
ward our future growth and stability.

I urge my colleagues to support her
confirmation. We are indeed fortunate
to have a person of her skills willing to
serve as Deputy Secretary of the Treas-
ury.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I got
the chance to meet David Weis, a 22-
year-old student at Georgetown Uni-
versity, about a week ago. David’s
story, unfortunately, although it may
sound exceptional, is not. He was just
about to celebrate his 19th birthday,
when 2 days before it, in 2010, he was
diagnosed with thyroid and lymphatic
cancer—a devastating diagnosis that
came just as he was preparing to start
college.

As most of his classmates were en-
joying the first days of their freshman
year at Georgetown University, David
was dealing with a rigorous course of
treatment for his disease that left him
tired, left him confused, and left him
anxious about his future. David had an
ace up his sleeve, and that was the fact
he had insurance. But he only has it as
long as he is covered as a student.

David came to the U.S. Capitol last
week to testify in favor and in support
of the Affordable Care Act, because he
knows that with the passage of this bill
his diagnosis will not be a death sen-
tence; that he will be able to get the
coverage he needs; and that he will be
able to pursue his dreams when he
graduates rather than have his life de-
cisions dictated by his illness—having
to choose a job simply because it pro-
vides health care or having to be
locked into a career simply because he
can’t afford going without insurance to
cover his cancer.

David’s story can be repeated hun-
dreds of thousands of times all across
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