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(FRL No. 9906-47) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 4, 2014;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4845. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Naval Reactors, Naval Nuclear Propul-
sion Program, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program’s
reports on environmental monitoring and ra-
dioactive waste disposal, radiation exposure,
and occupational safety and health, as well
as a report providing and overview of the
Program; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-4846. A communication from the Chief
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment to the Public
Assistance Program’s Simplified Procedures
Project Thresholds” ((RIN1660-AA81) (Dock-
et No. FEMA-2014-0009)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on March
4, 2014; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4847. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer, Resolution
Funding Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Corporation’s Statement on
the System of Internal Controls and the 2013
Audited Financial Statements; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-4848. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer, Financing
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the Corporation’s Statement on the System
of Internal Controls and the 2013 Audited Fi-
nancial Statements; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-4849. A communication from the Acting
Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
a report relative to the progress made in 1li-
censing and constructing the Alaska Natural
Gas Pipeline; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-4850. A communication from the Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer, United
States Enrichment Corporation, transmit-
ting the Corporation’s nineteenth annual re-
port regarding its activities as Executive
Agent for the U.S. government in the imple-
mentation of the 20-year contract to pur-
chase low enriched uranium derived from
dismantled Russian nuclear weapons; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-4851. A communication from the Acting
General Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘“Revisions to
Auxiliary Installations, Replacement Facili-
ties, Siting and Maintenance Regulations”
(RIN1902-AE62) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on March 5, 2014; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-4852. A communication from the Chair-
man, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a semiannual re-
port relative to the status of the Commis-
sion’s licensing and regulatory duties; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-4853. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; State of Missouri” (FRL
No. 9907-32-Region 7) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on March 4, 2014;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-4854. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
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ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Washington: State Imple-
mentation Plan Miscellaneous Revisions”
(FRL No. 9907-38-Region 10) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on
March 4, 2014; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-4855. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Effluent Limitations Guidelines and
Standards for the Construction and Develop-
ment Point Source Category’ (FRL No. 9906—
51-OW) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on March 4, 2014; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

EC-4856. A communication from the United
States Trade Representative, Executive Of-
fice of the President, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the 2014 Trade Policy Agenda and 2013
Annual Report of the President of the United
States on the Trade Agreements Program; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-4857. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act (DDTC 13-178); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4858. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report prepared by the Department of
State on progress toward a negotiated solu-
tion of the Cyprus question covering the pe-
riod October 1, 2013 through November 30,
2013; to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-4859. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Department of Veterans
Affairs Vehicle Fleet Report on Alternative
Fuel Vehicles for fiscal year 2013; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. COATS:

S. 2099. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to establish uniform require-
ments for thorough economic analysis of reg-
ulations by Federal agencies based on sound
principles, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 2100. A bill to promote the use of clean
cookstoves and fuels to save lives, improve
livelihoods, empower women, and protect the
environment by creating a thriving global
market for clean and efficient household
cooking solutions; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
HELLER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 2101. A bill to amend the Interstate Land
Sales Full Disclosure Act to clarify how the
Act applies to condominiums; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. COLLINS:

S. 2102. A bill to clarify the application of
certain leverage and risk-based requirements
under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BARRASSO, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. Res. 377. A resolution recognizing the
193rd anniversary of the independence of
Greece and celebrating democracy in Greece
and the United States; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 313
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 313, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for the tax treatment of ABLE ac-
counts established under State pro-
grams for the care of family members
with disabilities, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 394
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
394, a bill to prohibit and deter the
theft of metal, and for other purposes.
S. 526
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
526, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent
the special rule for contributions of
qualified conservation contributions,
and for other purposes.
S. 582
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 582, a bill to approve the Keystone
XL Pipeline.
S. 709
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 709, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to increase
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias, leading to better care
and outcomes for Americans living
with Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias.
S. 1755
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 755, a bill to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to apply the
Medicaid primary care payment rate to
additional physician providers of pri-
mary care services.
S. 933
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN), the Senator from
North Carolina (Mrs. HAGAN), the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) and
the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY) were added as cosponsors of
S. 933, a bill to amend title I of the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
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Act of 1968 to extend the authorization
of the Bulletproof Vest Partnership
Grant Program through fiscal year
2018.
S. 1044
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1044, a bill to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to install in the area of
the World War II Memorial in the Dis-
trict of Columbia a suitable plaque or
an inscription with the words that
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
prayed with the United States on D-
Day, June 6, 1944.
S. 1410
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1410, a bill to focus limited
Federal resources on the most serious
offenders.
S. 1413
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1413, a bill to exempt from sequestra-
tion certain fees of the Food and Drug
Administration.
S. 1456
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1456, a bill to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Shimon
Peres.
S. 1507
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1507, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify the
treatment of general welfare benefits
provided by Indian tribes.
S. 1675
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the names of the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the
Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1675, a bill to
reduce recidivism and increase public
safety, and for other purposes.
S. 1690
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1690, a bill to reauthorize the Second
Chance Act of 2007.
S. 1739
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1739, a bill to modify the efficiency
standards for grid-enabled water heat-
ers.
S. 1756
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1756, a bill to amend section
403 of the Federal Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act to improve and clarify cer-
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tain disclosure requirements for res-
taurants, similar retail food establish-
ments, and vending machines.
S. 1827
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
BEGICH), the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS), the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY), the Sen-
ator from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN),
the Senator from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE),
the Senator from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY),
the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH), the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE), the Senator from Maine
(Mr. KING), the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. KIRK), the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Senator
from Utah (Mr. LEE), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR),
the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
REED), the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID), the Senator from West Virginia
(Mr. ROCKEFELLER), the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. TESTER), the
Senator from Pennsylvania  (Mr.
TOOMEY), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL), the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. WALSH), the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BURR), the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. COATS), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCH), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN), the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN),
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) and
the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER) were added as cosponsors of S.
1827, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the American Fighter
Aces, collectively, in recognition of
their heroic military service and de-
fense of our country’s freedom
throughout the history of aviation
warfare.
S. 1899
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1899, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a con-
sumer renewable credit for a utility
that sells renewable power, and for
other purposes.
S. 1917
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL,
the name of the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor
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of S. 1917, a bill to provide for addi-
tional enhancements of the sexual as-
sault prevention and response activi-
ties of the Armed Forces.
S. 1948
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1948, a bill to promote the
academic achievement of American In-
dian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawai-
ian children with the establishment of
a Native American language grant pro-
gram.
S. 2008
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2008, a bill to strengthen re-
sources for entrepreneurs by improving
the SCORE program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2047
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2047, a bill to prohibit the
marketing of electronic cigarettes to
children, and for other purposes.
S. 2086
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2086, a bill to address cur-
rent emergency shortages of propane
and other home heating fuels and to
provide greater flexibility and informa-
tion for Governors to address such
emergencies in the future.
S. RES. 348
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 348, a resolution expressing sup-
port for the internal rebuilding, reset-
tlement, and reconciliation within Sri
Lanka that are necessary to ensure a
lasting peace.
S. RES. 365
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 365, a
resolution deploring the violent repres-
sion of peaceful demonstrators in Ven-
ezuela, calling for full accountability
for human rights violations taking
place in Venezuela, and supporting the
right of the Venezuelan people to the
free and peaceful exercise of represent-
ative democracy.
S. RES. 370
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 370, a resolution supporting the
territorial integrity of Ukraine and
condemning Russian military aggres-
sion in Ukraine.
S. RES. 376
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as
cosponsors of S. Res. 376, a resolution
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supporting the goals of International
Women’s Day.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 2100. A bill to promote the use of
clean cookstoves and fuels to save
lives, improve livelihoods, empower
women, and protect the environment
by creating a thriving global market
for clean and efficient household cook-
ing solutions; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Clean Cook-
stove Support Act. This legislation ad-
dresses a serious global public health
and environmental issue, and I am very
pleased to be joined in this effort by
my friend and colleague, Senator DUR-
BIN.

Nearly half of the world’s population
cooks over open fires or with ineffi-
cient, polluting, and unsafe cookstoves
using wood, agricultural waste, dung,
coal, or other solid fuels. Smoke from
these traditional cookstoves and open
fires is associated with chronic and
acute diseases and affects women and
children disproportionately.

Alarmingly, the Global Burden of
Disease Study of 2010 doubled the mor-
tality estimates for exposure to smoke
from cookstoves referred to as house-
hold air pollution from 2 million to 4
million deaths annually in the devel-
oping world. The GBD indicates this is
more than the deaths from malaria, tu-
berculosis, and HIV/AIDS combined.
The GBD ranks household air pollution
as the fourth worst overall health risk
factor in the world and as the second
worst health risk factor in the world
for women and girls. Millions more are
sickened from the toxic smoke and
thousands suffer burns annually from
open fires or unsafe cookstoves.

Traditional cookstoves also create
serious environmental problems. Re-
cent studies show that the emissions of
black carbon or common soot from bio-
mass cookstoves significantly con-
tribute to regional air and climate
change. In fact, cookstoves account for
some 25 percent of black carbon emis-
sions. Each family using a traditional
cookstove can require up to 2 tons of
biomass cooking fuel, and where de-
mand for fuel outstrips the natural re-
growth of resources, local land deg-
radation and loss of biodiversity often
results.

Moreover, the collection of this fuel
is a burden that is shouldered dis-
proportionately by women and chil-
dren. In some regions of the world,
women and girls risk rape and gender-
based violence during the up to 20
hours a week they spend away from
their families gathering fuel.

Replacing these cookstoves with
modern alternatives would help reverse
these alarming health and environ-
mental trends. This would be relatively
inexpensive. In fact, there are stoves
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that are coming on the market now
that cost as little as $20 and are 50 per-
cent more efficient than the tradi-
tional cooking methods. It also could
be done quickly. It is what scientists
call the low-hanging fruit of environ-
mental fixes.

Through the leadership of former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
the United Nations Foundation, the
Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves
was formed in 2010. Recognizing the se-
rious health and environmental issues
posed by traditional cookstoves, the al-
liance aims to save lives, improve live-
lihoods, empower women, and combat
pollution by creating a thriving global
market for clean and efficient house-
hold cooking solutions. Alliance part-
ners are working to help overcome
market barriers that currently impede
production, deployment, and use of
cookstoves that are clean in the devel-
oping world.

To assist in this important endeavor,
several Federal agencies and depart-
ments have committed a total of up to
$125 million to the sector for the first 5
years of the alliance. These include a
wide variety of departments, including
the Departments of State, Energy, and
Health and Human Services, the U.S.
Agency for International Development,
USAID, the Environmental Protection
Agency, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, NOAA, and the
Peace Corps have also made commit-
ments to provide technical assistance
in the developing world.

To help advance the alliance’s goal to
spur the adoption of clean cookstoves
in 100 million households by the year
2020, the U.S. Government has focused
its commitments on applied research
and development, diplomatic engage-
ment to encourage a market for clean
cookstoves, and to improve access,
international development projects to
help build commercial businesses, and
development efforts, including humani-
tarian and empowerment programs for
women and girls.

The legislation Senator DURBIN and I
are introducing today reinforces this
commitment and would require the
Secretary of State to work to advance
the goals of the alliance. In addition,
the bill authorizes the existing funding
commitments made by our government
to ensure that these crucial pledges to-
ward preventing unnecessary illness
and reducing pollution around the
globe are met.

By supporting the work of the alli-
ance and the commitments of the U.S.
Government to replace traditional
cookstoves with modern versions that
emit far less soot, this bill aims to di-
rectly benefit some of the world’s poor-
est people and to reduce harmful pollu-
tion that affects us all. It offers a way
for us to address the second leading
contributor to greenhouse gas emis-
sions in a way that is inexpensive, not
burdensome to the people of this coun-
try, and will benefit poor people living
in developing nations.
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There is yet another reason for my
colleagues to support this initiative.
Addressing persistent global issues of
poverty and underdevelopment makes
our country more secure by undercut-
ting some of the key drivers of extre-
mism and militancy around the world.

I urge my colleagues to join Senator
DURBIN and me in supporting the Clean
Cookstoves and Fuel Support Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 377—RECOG-
NIZING THE 193RD ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
GREECE AND CELEBRATING DE-
MOCRACY IN GREECE AND THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
BARRASSO, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. REs. 377

Whereas the people of ancient Greece de-
veloped the concept of democracy, in which
the supreme power to govern was vested in
the people;

Whereas the founding fathers of the United
States, many of whom read Greek political
philosophy in the original Greek language,
drew heavily on the political experience and
philosophy of ancient Greece in forming the
representative democracy of the United
States;

Whereas Petros Mavromichalis, the former
Commander in Chief of Greece and a founder
of the modern Greek state, said to the citi-
zens of the United States in 1821, “It is in
your land that liberty has fixed her abode
and . . . in imitating you, we shall imitate
our ancestors and be thought worthy of them
if we succeed in resembling you.’’;

Whereas the Greek national anthem, the
“Hymn to Liberty’, includes the words,
“most heartily was gladdened George Wash-
ington’s brave land’’;

Whereas the people of the United States
generously offered humanitarian assistance
to the people of Greece during their struggle
for independence;

Whereas Greece, in one of the most con-
sequential ‘“‘David vs. Goliath” victories for
freedom and democracy in modern times, re-
fused to surrender to the Axis forces and in-
flicted a fatal wound at a crucial moment in
World War II, forcing Adolf Hitler to change
his timeline and delaying the attack on Rus-
sia, where the Axis forces met defeat;

Whereas Winston Churchill said, ‘‘if there
had not been the virtue and courage of the
Greeks, we do not know which the outcome
of World War II would have been” and ‘‘no
longer will we say that Greeks fight like he-
roes, but that heroes fight like Greeks”’;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of people of
Greece were Kkilled in Greece during World
War II in defense of the values of the Allies;

Whereas, throughout the 20th century,
Greece was one of a few countries that allied
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict;

Whereas Greece is a strategic partner and
ally of the United States in bringing polit-
ical stability and economic development to
the volatile Balkan region, having invested
billions of dollars in the countries of the re-
gion, thereby helping to create tens of thou-
sands of new jobs, and having contributed
more than $750,000,000 in development aid for
the region;
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