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of Veterans Affairs health care providers, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
S. 2096. A bill to amend the Alaska Natural 

Gas Pipeline Act of 2004 to provide for the 
authorization of liquified natural gas termi-
nals and related facilities necessary for the 
export of Alaska natural gas, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. PORTMAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. COATS, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. 
KIRK): 

S. 2097. A bill to provide for the extension 
of certain unemployment benefits, and for 
other purposes; read the first time. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
WALSH): 

S. 2098. A bill to ratify and approve certain 
payments to school districts serving Yellow-
stone National Park; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
KIRK, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. 
MIKULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. BEGICH): 

S. Res. 376. A resolution supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 37 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. WALSH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 37, a bill to sustain the economic 
development and recreational use of 
National Forest System land and other 
public land in the State of Montana, to 
add certain land to the National Wil-
derness Preservation System, to re-
lease certain wilderness study areas, to 
designate new areas for recreation, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 192 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) and the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 192, a bill to en-
hance the energy security of United 
States allies, and for other purposes. 

S. 315 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 315, a bill to reau-
thorize and extend the Paul D. 
Wellstone Muscular Dystrophy Com-
munity Assistance, Research, and Edu-
cation Amendments of 2008. 

S. 370 

At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 370, a bill to improve and ex-
pand geographic literacy among kin-
dergarten through grade 12 students in 

the United States by improving profes-
sional development programs for kin-
dergarten through grade 12 teachers of-
fered through institutions of higher 
education. 

S. 607 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 607, a bill to improve the 
provisions relating to the privacy of 
electronic communications. 

S. 727 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
727, a bill to improve the examination 
of depository institutions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 813 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 813, a bill to require that Peace 
Corps volunteers be subject to the 
same limitations regarding coverage of 
abortion services as employees of the 
Peace Corps with respect to coverage of 
such services, and for other purposes. 

S. 836 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 836, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
strengthen the earned income tax cred-
it and make permanent certain tax 
provisions under the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 

S. 865 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 865, a bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of a Commission to Accel-
erate the End of Breast Cancer. 

S. 933 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 933, a bill to 
amend title I of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
extend the authorization of the Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2018. 

S. 972 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
972, a bill to prohibit the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services replacing 
ICD–9 with ICD–10 in implementing the 
HIPAA code set standards. 

S. 975 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
975, a bill to provide for the inclusion 
of court-appointed guardianship im-
provement and oversight activities 
under the Elder Justice Act of 2009. 

S. 1114 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 

(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1114, a bill to provide for identi-
fication of misaligned currency, re-
quire action to correct the misalign-
ment, and for other purposes. 

S. 1318 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1318, a bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to cover physi-
cian services delivered by podiatric 
physicians to ensure access by Med-
icaid beneficiaries to appropriate qual-
ity foot and ankle care, to amend title 
XVIII of such Act to modify the re-
quirements for diabetic shoes to be in-
cluded under Medicare, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1431 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1431, a bill to permanently extend 
the Internet Tax Freedom Act. 

S. 1456 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1456, a bill to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Shimon 
Peres. 

S. 1507 
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1507, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify 
the treatment of general welfare bene-
fits provided by Indian tribes. 

S. 1688 
At the request of Mr. KIRK, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
BEGICH) and the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1688, a bill to award 
the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
members of the Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS), collectively, in rec-
ognition of their superior service and 
major contributions during World War 
II. 

S. 1708 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1708, a bill to amend title 23, 
United States Code, with respect to the 
establishment of performance meas-
ures for the highway safety improve-
ment program, and for other purposes. 

S. 1764 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1764, a bill to limit the retirement of 
A–10 aircraft. 

S. 1799 
At the request of Mr. COONS, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. JOHANNS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1799, a bill to reauthorize sub-
title A of the Victims of Child Abuse 
Act of 1990. 

S. 1828 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
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(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1828, a bill to amend the Truth in 
Lending Act to modify the definitions 
of a mortgage originator and a high- 
cost mortgage. 

S. 1920 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1920, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend and 
modify the research and development 
credit to encourage innovation. 

S. 1961 

At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1961, a bill to protect surface 
water from contamination by chemical 
storage facilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1998 

At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1998, a bill to amend the Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Act to re-
serve funds for American Indian, Alas-
ka Native, Native Hawaiian, and Tribal 
College or University adult education 
and literacy. 

S. 2085 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2085, a bill to address 
shortages and interruptions in the 
availability of propane and other home 
heating fuels in the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 370 

At the request of Mr. COATS, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SESSIONS), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Ms. AYOTTE), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS) and 
the Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAK-
SON) were added as cosponsors of S. 
Res. 370, a resolution supporting the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine and 
condemning Russian military aggres-
sion in Ukraine. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 376—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS OF INTER-
NATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
KIRK, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
UDALL of Colorado, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and 
Mr. BEGICH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 376 

Whereas there are more than 3,500,000,000 
women in the world today; 

Whereas women around the world partici-
pate in the political, social, and economic 
life of their communities, play a critical role 
in providing and caring for their families, 
contribute substantially to the growth of 

economies and the prevention of conflict, 
and, as both farmers and caregivers, play an 
important role in advancing food security for 
their communities; 

Whereas the advancement of women 
around the world is a foreign policy priority 
for the United States; 

Whereas on November 15, 2013, Secretary of 
State John Kerry stated: ‘‘Creating opportu-
nities for women is not just the right thing 
to do. It’s also a strategic necessity. Soci-
eties where women are safe, where women 
are empowered to exercise their rights and 
to move their communities forward—these 
societies are more prosperous and more sta-
ble—not occasionally, but always.’’; 

Whereas on December 19, 2011, the Obama 
Administration launched the first United 
States National Action Plan on Women, 
Peace, and Security (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘National Action Plan’’) that 
included a comprehensive set of national 
commitments to advance the active partici-
pation of women in decision making relating 
to matters of war and peace; 

Whereas the National Action Plan states: 
‘‘Deadly conflicts can be more effectively 
avoided, and peace can be best forged and 
sustained, when women become equal part-
ners in all aspects of peace-building and con-
flict prevention, when their lives are pro-
tected, their experiences considered, and 
their voices heard.’’; 

Whereas women remain underrepresented 
in conflict prevention and conflict resolution 
efforts, despite proven successes by women 
in conflict-affected regions in moderating 
violent extremism, countering terrorism, re-
solving disputes through non-violent medi-
ation and negotiation, and stabilizing their 
societies by improving access to peace and 
security services, institutions, and decision- 
making venues; 

Whereas the ability of women to realize 
their full potential is critical to the ability 
of a country to achieve strong and lasting 
economic growth and political and social 
stability; 

Whereas according to the International 
Monetary Fund, ‘‘focusing on the needs and 
empowerment of women is one of the keys to 
human development’’; 

Whereas according to the Global Gender 
Gap Report 2013 published by the World Eco-
nomic Forum, ‘‘reducing gender inequality 
enhances productivity and economic 
growth’’; 

Whereas according to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, two-thirds of the 774,000,000 illiterate 
people in the world are female; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Agency for International Development, 
‘‘educated women are less likely to marry 
early and more likely to have smaller and 
healthier families. They are also more likely 
to get a job and earn a higher wage.’’; 

Whereas according to the United Nations 
Children Fund, ‘‘adolescent girls that attend 
school [are more likely to] delay marriage 
and childbearing, are less vulnerable to dis-
ease including HIV and AIDS, and [are more 
likely to] acquire information and skills 
that lead to increased earning power. Evi-
dence shows that the return to a year of sec-
ondary education for girls correlates to a 25 
percent increase in wages later in life.’’; 

Whereas according to the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, 
the majority of women living in rural areas 
of the developing world are heavily engaged 
in agricultural labor, yet they receive less 
credit, land, agricultural inputs, and train-
ing than their male counterparts; 

Whereas according to the World Bank, 
women own or partly own over one-third of 
small and medium-sized enterprises in devel-
oping countries, and 40 percent of the global 

workforce is female, yet, women entre-
preneurs and employers have disproportion-
ately less access to capital and other finan-
cial services; 

Whereas despite strides in recent decades, 
women around the world continue to face 
significant obstacles in all aspects of their 
lives, including underrepresentation in all 
aspects of public life, denial of basic human 
rights, and discrimination; 

Whereas despite achievements by indi-
vidual female leaders, women around the 
world are still vastly underrepresented in 
high-level positions and in national and local 
legislatures and governments and, according 
to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, women 
account for only 21.4 percent of national par-
liamentarians; 

Whereas 1 in 3 women around the world has 
experienced some form of gender-based vio-
lence, and 1 in 4 women has suffered abuse 
during pregnancy; 

Whereas according to UN Women, violence 
against women causes more death and dis-
ability for women and girls between the ages 
of 15 and 44 than cancer, war, traffic acci-
dents, and malaria combined; 

Whereas on August 10, 2012, President 
Obama announced the first interagency 
Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Gender- 
Based Violence Globally; 

Whereas violence against women and girls 
impedes progress in meeting many inter-
national global development goals, including 
efforts to stem maternal mortality and the 
spread of HIV/AIDS; 

Whereas on October 11, 2013, President 
Obama stated that the practice of child mar-
riage was a ‘‘threat to fundamental human 
rights’’; 

Whereas according to the International 
Center for Research on Women, one-third of 
girls worldwide are married before the age of 
18 and 1 in 9 girls are married before the age 
of 15; 

Whereas according to Save the Children, 
pregnancy-related complications are a lead-
ing cause of death among girls between the 
ages of 15 and 19 in developing countries; 

Whereas according to the United Nations 
Population Fund, women have access to 
fewer income-earning opportunities and tend 
to manage the household and partake in ag-
ricultural work, thus increasing their vul-
nerability to natural disasters and long-term 
changes in weather patterns; 

Whereas it is imperative to alleviate vio-
lence and discrimination against women and 
afford women every opportunity to be full 
and productive members of their commu-
nities; and 

Whereas March 8 is recognized each year as 
International Women’s Day, a global day to 
celebrate the economic, political, and social 
achievements of women past, present, and 
future, and a day to recognize the obstacles 
that women still face in the struggle for 
equal rights and opportunities: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of International 

Women’s Day; 
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of countries to generate economic 
growth, sustainable democracy, and inclu-
sive security; 

(3) recognizes and honors the women in the 
United States and around the world who 
have worked throughout history to ensure 
that women are guaranteed equality and 
basic human rights; 

(4) reaffirms the commitment to ending 
discrimination and violence against women 
and girls, to ensuring the safety and welfare 
of women and girls, to pursuing policies that 
guarantee the basic human rights of women 
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