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the Budget ensures we maintain ready, 
modern, and capable defense forces to 
address any threats we might face, in-
cluding threats from terrorism and 
cyber attacks. It funds humanitarian 
and diplomatic efforts in Syria, sup-
ports transition and reform throughout 
the Middle East and North Africa, and 
advances our strategic rebalancing to-
ward the Asia-Pacific region. It en-
hances stability and creates new mar-
kets for U.S. businesses with invest-
ments in Power Africa and promotes 
peace and security by supporting glob-
al health care and addressing climate 
change. And it strengthens oversight of 
intelligence activities and enhances 
the protection of U.S. diplomatic fa-
cilities and personnel overseas. 

The Budget also ensures that we con-
tinue to meet our obligations to our 
troops and veterans who have given so 
much to our country. To deliver on 
this commitment, it provides signifi-
cant resources to support veterans’ 
medical care, help military families, 
assist soldiers transitioning to civilian 
life, reduce veterans’ homelessness, and 
reduce the disability claims backlog so 
our veterans receive the benefits they 
have earned. It also introduces nec-
essary reforms to our military com-
pensation system, which our uniform 
military leadership called for, to en-
sure servicemembers and their families 
receive the benefits that they have 
earned while making sure that our 
military can invest in the training, 
equipment, and support that it needs. 

In addition to making these critical 
investments, the Budget outlines the 
steps my Administration is taking to 
create a 21st Century Government that 
is more efficient, effective, and sup-
portive of economic growth. Our citi-
zens and businesses expect their Gov-
ernment to provide the same level of 
service experienced in the private sec-
tor and we intend to deliver. The Budg-
et includes initiatives that will lead to 
better, faster, and smarter services, 
both online and in-person. It calls on 
Federal agencies to share services and 
leverage the buying power of the Gov-
ernment to bring greater value and ef-
ficiency for taxpayer dollars. It con-
tinues to open Government data and 
research for public and private sector 
use to spur innovation and job cre-
ation. And it invests in the Govern-
ment’s most important resource, its 
workers, ensuring that we can attract 
and retain the best talent in the Fed-
eral workforce and foster a culture of 
excellence. 

The Budget does all of these things 
while further strengthening the Na-
tion’s long-term fiscal outlook. Over 
the last 5 years, we have cut the deficit 
in half as a share of the economy, expe-
riencing the fastest period of deficit re-
duction since the demobilization fol-
lowing World War II. The Budget con-
tinues this progress, bringing deficits 
down as a share of the economy to 
below 2 percent by 2023 and putting 
debt as a share of the economy on a de-
clining path. 

Although we have seen a notable and 
significant decline in health care 
spending growth over the last few 
years, in part due to the Affordable 
Care Act, we know that over the long 
run, the growth of health care costs 
continues to be our Nation’s most 
pressing fiscal challenge. That is why 
the Budget builds on the savings and 
reforms in the health reform law with 
additional measures to strengthen 
Medicare and Medicaid and encourage 
high-quality and efficient health care. 

We also know that revenue has to be 
part of the solution to our Nation’s 
long-term fiscal challenges. Given the 
aging of our population and the declin-
ing ratio of workers to retirees, we will 
need additional revenue to maintain 
our commitments to seniors while also 
making the investments that are need-
ed to grow our economy and expand op-
portunity. The Budget secures that 
revenue through tax reform that re-
duces inefficient and unfair tax breaks 
and ensures that everyone, from Main 
Street to Wall Street, is paying their 
fair share. 

Finally, if we are serious about long- 
term, sustainable economic growth and 
deficit reduction, it is also time to 
heed the calls of business leaders, labor 
leaders, faith leaders, and law enforce-
ment—and fix our broken immigration 
system. Independent economists say 
immigration reform will grow our 
economy and shrink our deficits by al-
most $1 trillion in the next two dec-
ades. And for good reason: when people 
come here to fulfill their dreams—to 
study, invent, and contribute to our 
culture—they make our country a 
more attractive place for businesses to 
locate and help create jobs for every-
one. The Senate has acted to pass a bi-
partisan immigration reform bill that 
is worthy of support. It is time for the 
House of Representatives to finish the 
job. 

We have made progress over the last 
5 years. But our work is not done. This 
Budget provides a roadmap to ensuring 
middle class families and those work-
ing to be a part of the middle class can 
feel secure in their jobs, homes, and 
budgets. To build real, lasting eco-
nomic security, we also need to expand 
opportunity for all so every American 
can get ahead and have a shot at cre-
ating a better life for their kids. 

None of it is easy. America has never 
come easy. But if we work together, if 
we summon what is best in us, I know 
it is within our reach. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 4, 2014. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 899. An act to provide for additional 
safeguards with respect to imposing Federal 
mandates, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2804. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs to publish information about rules on 
the Internet, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3193. An act to amend the Consumer 
Financial Protection Act of 2010 to strength-
en the review authority of the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council of regulations 
issued by the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bills were read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 899. An act to provide for additional 
safeguards with respect to imposing Federal 
mandates, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

H.R. 2804. An act to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to require the Administrator of 
the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs to publish information about rules on 
the Internet, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 
The following bill was read the first 

time: 
S. 2077. A bill to provide for the extension 

of certain unemployment benefits, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4779. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fluxapyroxad; Pesticide Tolerances’’ 
(FRL No. 9906–70) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 25, 
2014; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

EC–4780. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Enhancement of Con-
tractor Employee Whistleblower Protec-
tions’’ ((RIN0750–AH97) (DFARS Case 2013– 
D010)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 25, 2014; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4781. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Disclosure to Litigation 
Support Contractors’’ ((RIN0750–AH54) 
(DFARS Case 2012–D029)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 2014; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4782. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement and Acquisition 
Policy, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Acquisitions in Support of 
Operations in Afghanistan’’ ((RIN0750–AH98) 
(DFARS Case 2013–D009)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 2014; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 
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EC–4783. A communication from the Acting 

General Counsel, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to a vacancy in the 
position of Deputy Secretary, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
February 26, 2014; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4784. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, (2) two reports relative to vacancies 
in the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 26, 2014; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4785. A communication from the Assist-
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Prohibi-
tion Against Federal Assistance to Swaps 
Entities (Regulation KK)’’ (RIN7100–AD96) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 21, 2014; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4786. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility’’ ((44 CFR Part 64) (Docket No. 
FEMA–2013–0002)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on February 26, 
2014; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4787. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Energy (Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the semi-annual Implementation 
Report on Energy Conservation Standards 
Activities of the Department of Energy; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4788. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of 
Fossil Energy, Department of Energy, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, an annual report 
relative to the Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
for calendar year 2012; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4789. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; Idaho’’ (FRL No. 9907–30– 
Region 10) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 25, 2014; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4790. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of State 
Implementation Plans; Alaska; Anchorage 
Carbon Monoxide Limited Maintenance Plan 
and State Implementation Plan Revisions’’ 
(FRL No. 9902–22–Region 10) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 2014; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4791. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Utah; Revi-
sions to Utah Administrative Code and an 
Associated Plan Revision’’ (FRL No. 9905–25– 
Region 8) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 25, 2014; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4792. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 

Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Wisconsin; 
Transportation Conformity Procedures’’ 
(FRL No. 9907–08–Region 5) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 2014; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–4793. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; State of Col-
orado; Revised Transportation Conformity 
Consultation Process’’ (FRL No. 9905–67–Re-
gion 8) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on February 25, 2014; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4794. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; New York State Ozone Im-
plementation Plan Revision’’ (FRL No. 9907– 
02–Region 2) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 25, 2014; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–4795. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations: Minor Corrections to the Revi-
sions to the Total Coliform Rule’’ (FRL No. 
9906–89–OW) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on February 25, 2014; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–4796. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Emission Standards for Haz-
ardous Air Pollutant Emissions: Group IV 
Polymers and Resins; Pesticide Active Ingre-
dient Production; and Polyether Polyols 
Production’’ (FRL No. 9906–34–OAR) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on February 25, 2014; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4797. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulations and Reports Clear-
ance, Social Security Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Medicare Determinations and In-
come-Related Monthly Adjustment Amounts 
to Medicare Part B Premiums; Conforming 
Changes to Regulations’’ (RIN0960–AH47) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on February 26, 2014; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–4798. A joint communication from the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services and 
the Attorney General, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, an annual report relative to the 
Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control Pro-
gram for fiscal year 2013; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC–4799. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Department of State, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, an addendum 
to a certification, of the proposed sale or ex-
port of defense articles and/or defense serv-
ices to a Middle East country regarding any 
possible affects such a sale might have relat-
ing to Israel’s Qualitative Military Edge 
over military threats to Israel (OSS–2014– 
0228); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–4800. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Department of State, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, an addendum 
to a certification, of the proposed sale or ex-

port of defense articles and/or defense serv-
ices to a Middle East country regarding any 
possible affects such a sale might have relat-
ing to Israel’s Qualitative Military Edge 
over military threats to Israel (OSS–2014– 
0229); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–4801. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Poplar Island, Maryland project; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–4802. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Boston Harbor Navigation Im-
provement Project; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
CHAMBLISS): 

S. 2075. A bill to prohibit a reduction in 
funding for the defense commissary system 
in fiscal year 2015 pending the report of the 
Military Compensation and Retirement Mod-
ernization Commission; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. 
WARNER, and Mr. WICKER): 

S. 2076. A bill to amend the provisions of 
title 46, United States Code, related to the 
Board of Visitors to the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. REED: 
S. 2077. A bill to provide for the extension 

of certain unemployment benefits, and for 
other purposes; read the first time. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, and Mr. REED): 

S.J. Res. 32. A joint resolution providing 
for the reappointment of John W. McCarter 
as a citizen regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 
S. Res. 369. A resolution to designate May 

22, 2014 as ‘‘United States Foreign Service 
Day’’ in recognition of the men and women 
who have served, or are presently serving, in 
the Foreign Service of the United States, 
and to honor those in the Foreign Service 
who have given their lives in the line of 
duty; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 149 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
149, a bill to provide effective criminal 
prosecutions for certain identity 
thefts, and for other purposes. 

S. 255 

At the request of Mr. WALSH, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
255, a bill to withdraw certain Federal 
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