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But even before that she spent the
summer interning for this brandnew
Senator Barack Obama. In 2007 Tequia
joined Senator DURBIN’s staff. I have
never truly forgiven him for that, for
taking her from me. But he has done a
lot of nice things, so I guess I will have
to try to sweep that under the rug
sometime, but it has been very hard. I
do not think I have ever gotten over
that. I have told him often that he
stole her from me. But those things
happen.

On a serious note, it was the right
move for her. It was an advancement
for her. She is from Illinois. It has
worked out well for her. She became di-
rector of constituent services and then
a legislative correspondent for Senator
DURBIN, my dear friend.

Despite her hard work in my office
and that of the assistant Democratic
leader, Senator DURBIN, she found time
to perform as a cheerleader for the
Washington Redskins for 3 years. These
are difficult jobs. They practice like
the football team. It is hard. They have
tryouts. It is quite an honor. So we
have always recognized her for this ac-
complishment. That is certainly what
it is.

When she joined the cloakroom staff
in 2010, she brought her warm person-
ality and always a positive spirit to her
now role. So for 4 years Tequia has
worked in the cloakroom, I repeat, the
nerve center of the Senate. She has
been an invaluable resource to all Sen-
ators. She has been an important men-
tor for Senate interns and pages. She
has been a valued teammate and friend
to our colleagues.

Tequia’s talent, dedication, and
friendly demeanor will be missed by me
and Members and colleagues alike. I
wish her well in this next endeavor. I
know she will perform admirably. We
are fortunate that she will continue to
work closely with the Senate commu-
nity. That is her job in her new role as
a member of the White House team.

Congratulations Tequia and best of
luck in everything you do in the fu-
ture.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate now proceed
to a period of morning business with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IN
ECUADOR

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
speak briefly, as I have several times
over the past year, about the govern-
ment of Ecuador’s President Rafael
Correa, which continues its aggressive
clamp down on press freedom. Most re-
cently, political cartoonist Xavier
Bonilla was reprimanded for a cartoon
he drew, and the newspaper he works
for, El Universo, was fined for pub-
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lishing it. El Universal, one of Ecua-
dor’s most respected dailies, has been
the target of one of the dozens of
harassing lawsuits filed by President
Correa.

The cartoon by Mr. Bonilla, who goes
by the pen name Bonil, depicts a police
raid at the home of an investigative
journalist, Fernando Villavicencio,
who claimed to have documented evi-
dence of corruption in the government.
It shows the police knocking down the
door to Mr. Villavicencio’s house and
parading out with computers and filing
cabinets.

A government-established media
oversight agency, Superintendency of
Information and Communication,
SUPERCOM, used Ecuador’s vague
communications law to sanction both
Mr. Bonilla and El1 Universo for pub-
lishing an ‘“‘institutional position’ over
the guilt or innocence of people in-
volved in investigations. It subse-
quently ordered a major investigation,
required a ‘‘correction’” to the cartoon,
and fined the newspaper. In doing so,
the Correa administration sent a clear
message to journalists that criticism of
government misconduct will not be tol-
erated.

I have spoken several times about
President Correa’s attacks on press
freedom and I will continue doing so as
long as these restrictive laws are en-
forced and as long as journalists are
threatened for their work. Most re-
cently I recognized the efforts of Janet
Hinostroza, an Ecuadoran investigative
journalist who was honored by the
Committee to Protect Journalists,
CPJ, for her commitment to fighting
for a free press. Ms. Hinostroza is con-
tinually threatened for her work expos-
ing government corruption. Unfortu-
nately, the harassment she and Mr.
Bonilla face illustrates a norm, not an
anomaly, when it comes to President
Correa’s attempts to intimidate and si-
lence his critics.

The absurdity of censoring a car-
toonist aside, this latest attack further
erodes what remains of an independent
press in Ecuador. It explains why
Human Rights Watch and CPJ contin-
ually rank Ecuador among the world’s
worst for press freedom. It is shameful,
it is an embarrassment for the hemi-
sphere, and the people of Ecuador de-
serve better.

———

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the
legalization of marijuana is an issue
that has generated significant media
attention in recent months. Last year
Colorado and Washington State became
the first jurisdictions in the world to
legalize the production, trafficking,
possession and use of marijuana for
recreational purposes. The con-
sequences of legalization are only be-
ginning to be understood. But one
thing is clear. Legalizing marijuana
does not make it any safer. Marijuana
remains a Schedule I drug under the
Controlled Substances Act. According
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to that designation, it is a substance
that presents ‘‘a high potential for
abuse.”

Colorado’s previous experience legal-
izing medical marijuana suggests that
the consequences of full-on legalization
could be dire for public health and safe-
ty. From 2006 to 2010, the number of
Colorado drivers involved in fatal car
crashes who tested positive for mari-
juana doubled. The number of Colorado
students who have been suspended or
expelled for marijuana use has in-
creased considerably. Nearly three-
quarters of Denver teenagers in drug
treatment reported obtaining mari-
juana from a ‘‘medical marijuana’
user. Colorado has become a source
State for the distribution of marijuana
throughout the United States. Law en-
forcement in my home State of Iowa
reports that the percentage of mari-
juana interdicted there that originated
from Colorado has increased from 10
percent in 2010 to 36 percent in 2012.

Against this backdrop, the Obama
administration has recently sent mixed
signals, especially to young people,
about the dangers of marijuana use.
President Obama recently stated that
in his view, marijuana use was no
worse than drinking alcohol. The De-
partment of Justice declined to chal-
lenge State laws that have legalized
marijuana, despite the obvious conflict
with Federal law. Additionally, the De-
partment issued guidance to prosecu-
tors concerning the enforcement of the
Controlled Substances Act and Federal
money laundering laws that is plainly
intended to permit marijuana busi-
nesses in these States to grow and
flourish. These actions have caused
confusion and uncertainty about
whether using marijuana is really
something that should be discouraged
because it is harmful.

However, many community anti-drug
coalitions, healthcare professionals,
public health officials, and law enforce-
ment groups are speaking out about
the dangers of marijuana use. One such
group, Smart Approaches to Mari-
juana—or Project SAM for short—has
recently begun to confront the mari-
juana legalization movement head-on.

One of Project SAM’s cofounders,
former Congressman Patrick Kennedy,
has been outspoken in his efforts to
fight the marijuana legalization move-
ment. He has appeared on numerous
television and radio shows, including
ones where audiences may disagree
with his views against legalization. He
has bared his own struggles with addic-
tion, offering himself up as a cau-
tionary tale about the dangers of be-
coming addicted to marijuana and
other substances. And he has broken
with many in his party by speaking out
against the President’s permissive atti-
tude toward marijuana use and the
Obama administration’s failure to en-
force the Controlled Substances Act.
Indeed, all former DEA Administra-
tors, appointed by Republican and
Democratic presidents alike, have
joined with Project SAM and others to
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oppose the Obama administration’s
policies in this area.

According to a recent article from
NBCnews.com, an article I ask unani-
mous consent to have printed in the
RECORD, Project SAM recently
launched a serious counter-offensive to
the marijuana legalization movement.
The organization began by placing a
billboard near the Super Bowl stating
that ‘“‘Marijuana kills your drive.”
Project SAM launched a website dedi-
cated to tracking public health inci-
dents linked to marijuana use in Colo-
rado and Washington to highlight the
consequences of legalization in those
States. It is also launching websites
that will allow current or former mari-
juana users to share their stories about
how marijuana has damaged their
lives.

Project SAM has also been active in
my home State of Iowa. The organiza-
tion recently co-hosted town hall meet-
ings with local community anti-drug
coalitions, highlighting the risks of le-
galizing marijuana. Project SAM has
also briefed State officials about the
dangers of legalizing marijuana.

It is not every day that I have the oc-
casion to praise a Democrat. However,
Congressman Kennedy is to be com-
mended for his courage in coming for-
ward and participating in this debate
by publicizing the dangers of mari-
juana use and opposing the Obama ad-
ministration’s failure to enforce Fed-
eral law in this area. His voice is a wel-
come one for those of us who believe
that the legalization of marijuana is an
unwise policy that will have a pro-
foundly mnegative effect on public
health and the lives of many young
people.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From NBCnews.com, Feb. 14, 2014]
TREATMENT OR JAIL: PATRICK KENNEDY
WAGES FIERCE ANTI-POT CRUSADE
(By Tony Dokoupil)

As a hard-partying teenager, Patrick Ken-
nedy met President Reagan at a fundraiser
for the JFK Library, a meeting captured in
a photograph that the former Rhode Island
congressman now hangs in his home office.
He used to think of it as a funny episode, a
collision of Camelot’s cocaine kid and Amer-
ica’s foremost opponent of illegal drug use.
But Kennedy took his last hit of anything in
2009, and he’s since honed an anti-drug mes-
sage that sounds a bit like Reagan with a
Boston brogue.

Kennedy believes there is ‘“‘an epidemic in
this country of epic dimensions when it
comes to alcohol and drugs. He’d like to
treat it all, but he’s convinced that the sin-
gle biggest threat to America’s mental
health is free-market marijuana. So even as
Democrats favor the legalization of pot—by
a 34-point margin, according to the latest
WSJ/NBC News poll—the scion of America’s
most famous Democratic family has broken
ranks, criticized the White House, and
aligned with the likes of Newt Gingrich to
warn voters against trying to tax and regu-
late today’s psychoactive chlorophyll.

“I don’t think the American public has any
clue about this stuff,” says Kennedy, after
welcoming guests with a choice of Gatorade
or bottled water.
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The ‘‘stuff’ in question is modern mari-
juana, of course, which gets pumped into
snack foods and candies, and carries more
THC (tetrahydrocannabinol, the chemical
that gets you high) than the ditch weed used
by the hippie generation. Kennedy calls le-
galization ‘‘a public health nightmare be-
cause he believes it will warm more people
to a dangerous drug, and lead inevitably to
‘‘Big Marijuana,’’ a blood-sucking vice indus-
try dependent on converting kids and selling
to heavy users—same as the tobacco and al-
cohol industries.

“The science tells the story,” he says,
breaking into an attack on the idea that
marijuana is safer than alcohol. He ticks
through studies showing that smoked mari-
juana is ‘‘associated with” or ‘‘linked to” IQ
loss, psychosis, and self-reported dissatisfac-
tion with life. “It takes you to the same
place as cocaine or heroin,” he often adds.
““It just takes longer.”

‘“‘Incarceration is a powerful motivator,”
says Kennedy, who after a prescription drug-
addled crash in 2006 spent a year urinating in
front of a probation officer three times a
week.

Last January Kennedy went public with
his beliefs, launching Smart Approaches to
Marijuana, or Project SAM, a campaign to
keep marijuana illegal and address the
failings of the drug war through other
means. But what other means? Kennedy has
sometimes been vague, promising ‘‘a fresh
approach that neither legalizes, nor demon-
izes marijuana,” but never quite clarifying
what makes him different from Reagan-era
prohibitionists.

Not anymore. In a series of interviews,
Kennedy and his cofounder Kevin Sabet—a
former senior advisor to the Obama adminis-
tration on drug policy—previewed SAM’s ag-
gressive new posture for 2014. It’s not a new
War on Pot, but it might be the most potent
campaign since Nancy Reagan made mari-
juana the centerpiece of her ‘“‘Just say no”’
tour three decades ago.

As Kennedy and Sabet cut a path between
the poles of legalization and prohibition,
they seem to list toward the status quo.
They would make the simple possession of
marijuana a civil infraction, like jay-
walking, which could take 750,000 annual
marijuana arrests down to zero, and allevi-
ate the disproportionate burden that prohibi-
tion puts on people who are nonwhite and
poor.

But instead of handcuffs, Kennedy and
Sabet propose a mandatory screening for
marijuana addiction, according to the
“Legal Reform’ section of their website.
That could lead to ‘“‘marijuana education,”’
and ultimately a year in a ‘‘probation pro-
gram to prevent further drug use.” And if
the pot smoKker still insists on getting high?
It’s handcuffs time.

‘“‘Incarceration is a powerful motivator,”
says Kennedy, who after a prescription drug-
related car crash in 2006 spent a year uri-
nating in front of a probation officer three
times a week. He faced a jail term if he re-
lapsed. ‘‘That does it for a lot of people,” he
added. ‘“That’s the turning point: hearing
that judge say treatment or jail.”

“I think Madison Avenue has proven that
it can get around more rules and be more
ruthless than any Mexican drug cartel,” adds
Sabet.

Kennedy and Sabet can also sound old-
school on medical marijuana. As a member
of Congress, Kennedy voted in favor of allow-
ing patients access to pot but now says he
was wrong. He’d like to repeal every law that
treats smoked marijuana as medicine. In-
stead he hopes to see pharmaceutical-grade
cannabis satisfy an FDA approval process
and sell as a patch or pill. “We don’t smoke
opium for morphine,” as Sabet explains, ‘“‘we
don’t need to smoke pot for medicine.”’
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SAM’s opponents argue that legalizing
weed would raise tax revenue, allow law en-
forcement to chase more serious crime, and
undercut Mexico’s violent drug cartels. Ken-
nedy and Sabet sharply dispute all this—and
so much more—but they’re particularly
unapologetic about championing the contin-
ued existence of a black market. They say
it’s mostly nonviolent on the American side,
and will create fewer public health problems
than allowing advertisers to flog for Big
Marijuana.

“There is no way to minimize the greed
and profit motive in promoting a dangerous
substance,” says Kennedy. When it comes to
pushing a product, adds Sabet, “I think
Madison Avenue has proven that it can get
around more rules and be more ruthless than
any Mexican drug cartel.”” He calls the black
market, ‘‘better than having Joe Pot, heir to
Joe Camel, on a bus-stop where I'm going to
be hanging out with my kids before school.”

When Project SAM launched, opponents
mocked the effort as foolhardy, and they had
a point. Voters had just legalized marijuana
by a landslide in Colorado and Washington.
Polls showed that a majority of Americans
supported doing the same nationwide, and
Kennedy could do little at first but appear
on TV as the token voice of dissent.

Now, however, SAM is poised to launch a
serious counter-offensive. It began this
month with a billboard outside the Super
Bowl.‘‘Marijuana kills your drive,” read the
carefully-calibrated text, which picked up
national coverage, spreading on a tide of the
opposition’s howls and guffaws.

It was crafted by Sabet, a 34-year-old prod-
igy of drug politics, who launched his first
anti-drug campaign (Citizens for a Drug-Free
Berkeley) while in college and is now, in the
opinion of Rolling Stone, the number one na-
tional ‘“‘enemy of legalization.”

“Yep,” he emailed after the ad launched.
“Game on.”

“My name is John and marijuana ruined
my life,” begins one entry from a young man
who says that marijuana took ‘‘the gifts and
potential I was born with.”

The game continues this spring, with SAM
planning a response to ‘“We Are the Mari-
juana Majority,” a web compendium of legal-
ization’s best and most famous friends,
launched with a grant from the Drug Policy
Alliance, a leading advocate for reform. The
SAM answer will be a directory of—you
guessed it—the anti-marijuana majority.

The precise URL and title is still under
discussion, but the webpage will feature op-
ponents of legalization, an infinite scroll of
head shots and quotes from the likes of Tina
Brown, David Brooks, and Barack Obama
(whose tangled statements on the subject ap-
pear to have landed him on both sites at
once).

SAM’s second website will take aim at Col-
orado and Washington, the world’s first
state-approved markets for marijuana, and
to Kennedy and Sabet a slowly unfolding dis-
aster that will prove them right in the end.
The Justice Department has said it will shut
down the state experiments if the regula-
tions fail or public health falters, which is
why SAM will use this site to track every
known example of pot gone wrong.

The third website is tentatively titled
“The Other Side of Marijuana’” and it will
collect stories from people who believe mari-
juana damaged their lives. It’s a counter-
point to the notion that marijuana is a safe,
non-addictive substance. Based on a sample
of entries, it’s also likely to draw more fire
than anything SAM has done yet.

“My name is John and marijuana ruined
my life,” begins one note from a young man
who says that marijuana took ‘‘the gifts and
potential I was born with.” ‘“Most of my
daughter’s former friends are in jail or
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dead,” adds the mother of an 18-year-old in
residential treatment for marijuana addic-
tion. She is ‘‘sickened” by the idea that
marijuana will be the next big business in
America.

In another note a therapist quits her prac-
tice in despair after a rise in marijuana-re-
lated patients. ‘I witnessed first-hand too
many of the problems,”’ she writes, ticking
off ‘“‘anxiety, depression, irritability and psy-
chosis.”

“This is the stuff of life,” Kennedy says,
trying to explain his passion for drug policy,
““‘so you bet I'm emotional about it.”

Not every pot smoker goes crazy or brain-
less, as Kennedy admits, but SAM is about
minimizing the risk to those who—like
him—start drugs young and are predisposed
to break bad for life. After he got married in
2011, in his early 40s, he moved to his wife’s
hometown of Atlantic City, N.J. Now he is
the father of three kids under 5 (one is a
step-child), and he worries they will inherit
his addictions. He can also see the casinos
from his backyard.

“The appetite for Americans to lose them-
selves is just . . . ”” Kennedy shakes his head
and seems too pained to finish the thought.
His six-week-old daughter was fussy the
night before, and it was his turn to shush
and pace. In the hallway, near a stairway to
where his 20-month-old son is napping,
there’s a toy fire engine and Kennedy’s eyes
return to it again and again. Suddenly, he
seems to be on the brink of tears.

“This is the stuff of life,”” he says, trying
to explain his passion for drug policy, ‘‘so
you bet I'm emotional about it.”

The rollout of the new SAM continued this
month at a conference in Washington, D.C.,
where Kennedy and Sabet held a standing-
room-only rally for supporters. They cele-
brated 25,000 media mentions, and 22 states
with SAM affiliates. They aired footage of
Kennedy telling CNN’s Sanjay Gupta that
his ballyhooed endorsement of marijuana
was ‘‘shameful,” a ratings ploy that ‘‘history
will not remember well.”

So far, however, the legalization side
seems to have an edge in the war of ridicule.
They charge Kennedy and Sabet with 21 st
century reefer madness, which the duo bats
away as a sign that the opposition is afraid
to engage with the facts. But while they can
sometimes be unpopular at parties, they
keep going, fueled by those letters from the
public, and enthusiastic notes from past drug
advisors.

“SAM is doing what no one else has done
and doing a darn good job of it,”” wrote Rob-
ert DuPont, Richard Nixon’s head of drug
control, in a recent email to Sabet. ‘“‘Abso-
lutely brilliant presentation,” Clinton-era
drug czar Barry McCaffrey added in a dif-
ferent note.

In a sense, nothing has changed since a
teenage Kennedy gave President Reagan a
sly smile. To make the world a healthier
place, the anti-drug crowd wants to protect
people from their most dangerous appetites.
The reform side supports the same vision of
health but wants to make drug use itself
safer, believing that insobriety is normal and
indulgence inevitable.

Neither side appears to be winning, be-
cause there’s no such thing as an ‘‘objective”’
position on marijuana policy. Would legal-
ization really be so bad? Or is it the panacea
its proponents claim? The honest answer is:
nobody knows for sure, because no modern
nation has ever tried legalization before—
until now.

“Life isn’t really in our control,” says
Kennedy, as another sober day fades to
night. “There’s a mover in the universe, a
higher power, so to speak, and we can’t
imagine what we’re going to find in our uni-
verse if we let go and just let God lead us.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in com-
memoration of World Wildlife Day on
March 3, I rise to bring attention to
the catastrophic effects of wildlife traf-
ficking on global and economic secu-
rity and the urgent need to crush this
demand for these illegal products.

Conserving natural resources is a pri-
ority for me, particularly as chair of
the Water and Wildlife Subcommittee;
it is a priority for my State of Mary-
land, and it is a priority for this ad-
ministration. But the responsibility of
protecting natural resources, such as
wildlife, doesn’t just sit with one State
or one country. It requires a coordi-
nated, global effort. Wildlife traf-
ficking is a multibillion-dollar-per-
year, transnational, sophisticated net-
work of organized criminals. As the de-
mand for elephant ivory, rhino horns,
and other wildlife products resurges,
the trade has become an illicit business
similar to drug and arms smuggling.
And as such, we must approach the
problem with an equally hard-hitting
strategy.

The Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species, CITES,
reports that in 2012, an estimated 22,000
elephants were slaughtered across Afri-
ca. According to the U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service, approximately 2,800 rhinos
have been poached in South Africa
since 2008, a more than 7,000-percent in-
crease compared to the previous 17
years, mostly destined for Asian coun-
tries. Hundreds of park rangers are
being gunned down by poachers, leav-
ing behind devastated families with no
income. Illegal wildlife trafficking
threatens our species and is pushing
some to the edge of extinction. The il-
licit trade hurts developing commu-
nities, damages tourism, risks people’s
livelihood or worse, ends lives.

In February, President Obama re-
leased the first-ever National Strategy
for Combating Wildlife Trafficking. I
joined colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to urge the administration to
produce a bold, goal-oriented, and
whole-of-government approach to com-
bat this growing problem of illicit
wildlife trafficking. I commend the ad-
ministration for its aggressive plan,
and I hope we see swift implementation
in the three areas of enforcement, de-
mand reduction, and partner-building.

The image of wildlife trafficking is
often tied to the African Continent.
But the other side—the consumer-de-
mand side, primarily driven in Asia—
must be viewed closely as well. With
growing wealth in the Asia region,
wildlife is being used for traditional
and nontraditional medicines, trophies,
clothing or pets. As the demand grows,
the price of these products continues to
skyrocket. We must leverage our bilat-
eral and regional relationships to edu-
cate communities about the real ef-
fects of this trade.

As chair of the Subcommittee on
East Asia and the Pacific, I am par-
ticularly pleased to see the tremendous
cooperation between the United States
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and China on this issue. At the 2013
Strategic and Economic Dialogue, the
two countries committed to cooperate
on enforcement issues and efforts to
end the supply and demand for such
products. On January 6, China de-
stroyed more than 5 tons of ivory, pub-
licly demonstrating their commitment
to protecting elephant populations.
The United States, Kenya, Gabon, and
the Philippines have held similar
events. In a joint 1-month global oper-
ation earlier this year, the United
States and China joined with 26 coun-
tries, plus international organizations
such as ASEAN, to target wildlife traf-
ficking criminals resulting in over 400
arrests and more than 350 major wild-
life seizures. This type of collaboration
is critical and more needs to be done.

At the London Conference on Illegal
Wildlife Trade February 12-13, 2014,
representatives from over 40 countries
joined together and issued a declara-
tion urging action. There is no doubt
that governments recognize the ur-
gency in solving this problem. But we
need to build on this momentum,
match our words with action, ensure
developing countries have the capacity
to address enforcement issues, hold
criminals accountable, and educate
communities to look beyond short-
term benefits toward the dangerous
long-term effects of illegal trafficking.

I urge all my colleagues to work to-
gether to strengthen existing laws,
adopt new laws, and pressure con-
sumers to put an end to this damaging
trade before the illegal trade puts an
end to our world’s most precious wild-
life.

————

SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I wish
to commemorate the 200th anniversary
of the town of South Berwick, ME.
South Berwick holds a very special
place in our State’s history, and one
that exemplifies the determination and
resiliency of Maine people.

While this landmark anniversary
marks South Berwick’s incorporation,
the year 1814 was but one milestone in
a long journey of progress. It is a jour-
ney that began thousands of years ear-
lier with Native American villages on
the banks of the Piscataqua and Salm-
on Falls rivers. In 1631, barely a decade
after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock, Ambrose Gibbens established a
settlement at the falls and built the
first sawmill in North America. A man-
ufacturing heritage of textile mills and
iron works that developed in the 18th
century continues today. The skills
and work ethic of the people of South
Berwick contribute greatly to the cut-
ting-edge industries in the region, from
biotechnology to aerospace and de-
fense.

Industry is only part of South Ber-
wick’s story. In 1791, the citizens of the
region recognized the importance of
education and established Berwick
Academy with a charter signed by Mas-
sachusetts Governor John Hancock.
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