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and defined under the Inter-American Demo-
cratic Charter of the Organization of Amer-
ican States; 

(2) deplores the use of excessive and unlaw-
ful force against peaceful demonstrators in 
Venezuela and the inexcusable use of vio-
lence and politically-motivated criminal 
charges to intimidate the country’s political 
opposition; 

(3) calls on the Government of Venezuela 
to disarm and dismantle the system of 
‘‘colectivos’’ or ‘‘collectives’’ and any other 
government-affiliated or supported militias 
or vigilante groups; 

(4) calls on the Government of Venezuela 
to allow an impartial, third-party investiga-
tion into the excessive and unlawful force 
against peaceful demonstrations on multiple 
occasions since February 4th, 2014; 

(5) urges the President to immediately im-
pose targeted sanctions, including visa bans 
and asset freezes, against individuals plan-
ning, facilitating, or perpetrating gross 
human rights violations against peaceful 
demonstrators, journalists, and other mem-
bers of civil society in Venezuela; and 

(6) calls for the United States Government 
to work with other countries in the hemi-
sphere to actively encourage a process of dia-
logue between the Government of Venezuela 
and the political opposition through the 
good offices of the Organization of American 
States so that the voices of all Venezuelans 
can be taken into account through their 
country’s constitutional institutions as well 
as free and fair elections. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 366—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
GOALS AND IDEALS OF MUL-
TIPLE SCLEROSIS AWARENESS 
WEEK 

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. ISAK-
SON, and Mr. BROWN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 366 

Whereas multiple sclerosis (MS) can im-
pact people of all ages, races, and 
ethnicities; 

Whereas MS is 2 to 3 times more common 
in women than in men; 

Whereas while MS is not directly inher-
ited, studies show there are genetic and, 
probably, environmental, ethnic, and geo-
graphic factors that make certain individ-
uals more susceptible to the disease; 

Whereas worldwide, there are approxi-
mately 2,300,000 people who have been diag-
nosed with MS; 

Whereas MS is typically diagnosed be-
tween the ages of 20 and 50, however, it is es-
timated that between 8,000 and 10,000 chil-
dren and adolescents in the United States 
are living with MS; 

Whereas MS is an unpredictable neuro-
logical disease that interrupts the flow of in-
formation within the brain and between the 
brain and the rest of the body; 

Whereas symptoms of MS range from 
numbness and tingling in the extremities to 
blindness and paralysis, and the progress, se-
verity, and specific symptoms of MS in any 
affected individual cannot yet be predicted; 

Whereas there is no single laboratory test 
available that provides a definitive diagnosis 
for MS; 

Whereas the exact cause of MS is still un-
known, and there is no cure; 

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition, a 
national network of independent organiza-
tions dedicated to enhancing quality of life 
for all those affected by MS, recognizes and 

supports Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week 
during March of every year; 

Whereas the mission of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Coalition is to enhance cooperation 
among organizations to provide greater ben-
efits to individuals and families affected by 
MS; 

Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis 
Awareness Week are to invite people to join 
the movement to end MS, encourage people 
to demonstrate their commitment to moving 
toward a world free from MS, and acknowl-
edge those who have dedicated their time 
and talent to advancing MS research and 
programs; and 

Whereas this year Multiple Sclerosis 
Awareness Week is being recognized during 
the week of March 3, 2014, through March 9, 
2014: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-

tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week; 
(2) supports promoting awareness of indi-

viduals who are affected by multiple scle-
rosis; 

(3) encourages States, localities, and the 
territories and possessions of the United 
States to support the goals and ideals of 
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week by 
issuing proclamations designating March 3, 
2014, through March 9, 2014, as Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week; 

(4) commends the efforts of States, local-
ities, and the territories and possessions of 
the United States to support the goals and 
ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week; 

(5) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness 
Week by educating the public about multiple 
sclerosis; 

(6) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to ending multiple 
sclerosis by supporting multiple sclerosis re-
search and education programs; 

(7) supports all individuals in the United 
States living with multiple sclerosis; 

(8) expresses gratitude to the family and 
friends of individuals living with multiple 
sclerosis, who are a source of love and en-
couragement to those individuals; and 

(9) salutes the health care professionals 
and medical researchers who— 

(A) provide assistance to individuals af-
fected by multiple sclerosis; and 

(B) continue to work towards finding new 
ways to stop the progression of the disease, 
treat its symptoms, and end multiple scle-
rosis forever. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 367—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2014, AS ‘‘READ 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 367 

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for 
quality education and professional success, 
and is a source of pleasure throughout life; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized by 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and 
through annual appropriations for library 
and literacy programs; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-

sociation to designate March 3, the day after 
the anniversary of the birth of Theodor 
Geisel (also known as ‘‘Dr. Seuss’’), as a day 
to celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 3, 2014, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors Theodor Geisel (also known as 

‘‘Dr. Seuss’’) for his success in encouraging 
children to discover the joy of reading; 

(3) honors the 17th anniversary of Read 
Across America Day; 

(4) encourages parents to read with their 
children for at least 30 minutes on Read 
Across America Day in honor of the commit-
ment of the Senate to building a country of 
readers; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Read Across America Day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 368—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2014, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. WICKER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. PRYOR, and Ms. WARREN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 368 

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one 
that affects a small number of patients – in 
the United States, typically less than 200,000 
individuals annually; 

Whereas as of the date of approval of this 
resolution, nearly 7,000 rare diseases affect 
approximately 30,000,000 people in the United 
States and their families; 

Whereas children with rare genetic dis-
eases account for more than half of the popu-
lation affected by rare diseases in the United 
States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious, 
life-threatening, and lack an effective treat-
ment; 

Whereas great strides have been made in 
research and treatment for rare diseases as a 
result of the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law 
97-414); 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in involving the 
patient in the drug review process as part of 
its Patient-Focused Drug Development pro-
gram, an initiative that originated in the 
Food and Drug Administration Safety and 
Innovation Act (Public Law 112-144); 

Whereas a third of all treatments approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration in 2013 
were orphan products intended to treat rare 
diseases; 

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving, 
treatments still exist and remain significant 
challenges for the rare disease community 
and their families; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude epidermolysis bullosa, progeria, sickle 
cell anemia, spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD), Tay- 
Sachs, cystic fibrosis, pulmonary fibrosis, 
many childhood cancers, and fibrodysplasia 
ossificans progressiva; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include difficulty in ob-
taining accurate diagnoses, limited treat-
ment options, and difficulty finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in 
their diseases; 

Whereas the rare disease community made 
great strides in 2013, including the passage of 
the National Pediatric Research Network 
Act (Public Law 113-55), which calls special 
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attention to rare diseases and directs the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to facilitate 
greater collaboration among researchers; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to advocate 
for rare disease research and treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders, an organization established 
in 1983 to provide services to and advocate on 
behalf of patients with rare diseases, remains 
a critical public voice for people with rare 
diseases; 

Whereas 2013 marked the 30th anniversary 
of the Orphan Drug Act and the National Or-
ganization for Rare Disorders; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders sponsors Rare Disease Day in 
the United States to increase public aware-
ness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each 
year on the last day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global 
event, first observed in the United States on 
February 28, 2009, and observed in 60 coun-
tries in 2013; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to 
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease 
patients around the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2014, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 33—CELEBRATING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EN-
ACTMENT OF THE SMITH-LEVER 
ACT, WHICH ESTABLISHED THE 
NATIONWIDE COOPERATIVE EX-
TENSION SYSTEM 
Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr. 

COCHRAN) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry: 

S. CON. RES. 33 

Whereas May 8, 2014, marks the centennial 
of the enactment of the Smith-Lever Act (7 
U.S.C. 341 et seq.), which established the Co-
operative Extension System, the nationwide 
transformative education system operating 
through land-grant colleges and universities 
(as defined in section 1404 of the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)) in 
partnership with Federal, State, and local 
governments; 

Whereas Senator Michael Hoke Smith of 
Georgia and Representative Asbury Francis 
Lever of South Carolina authored the Smith- 
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) to bring the 
research-based knowledge of land-grant col-
leges and universities to individuals where 
the individuals live and work; 

Whereas the first section of the Smith- 
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341) states that the pur-
pose of the Act is ‘‘to aid in diffusing among 
the people of the United States useful and 
practical information on subjects relating to 
agriculture, uses of solar energy with respect 
to agriculture, home economics, and rural 
energy, and to encourage the application of 
the same’’ through extension work carried 
out by the land-grant colleges and univer-
sities; 

Whereas cooperative extension work is a 
critical component of the three-part mission 
of the land-grant colleges and universities to 
work collaboratively with research institu-
tions, in particular the State agriculture ex-
periment stations and 106 colleges and uni-
versities, in each State of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, and each territory 
or possession of the United States, includ-
ing— 

(1) part B institutions (as defined in sec-
tion 322 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 
(20 U.S.C. 1061)); 

(2) 1994 Institutions (as defined in section 
532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant 
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public 
Law 103-382)); and 

(3) Hispanic-serving institutions (as de-
fined in section 1404 of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103)); 

Whereas research-based education provided 
through the Cooperative Extension System 
to farmers and ranchers helped establish the 
United States as a leading agricultural-pro-
ducing nation in the world; 

Whereas, in 1924, the clover emblem was 
adopted by the Department of Agriculture to 
represent the 4–H Clubs through which the 
nationwide youth development program of 
the Cooperative Extension System is carried 
out; 

Whereas, since 1924, 4–H Clubs have pre-
pared millions of youth for responsible adult-
hood; 

Whereas cooperative extension activities— 
(1) prepare individuals for healthy, produc-

tive lives via sustained education, such as 
the nutrition education program established 
under section 1425 of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3175); 

(2) help to break the cycle of poverty; and 
(3) reduce the expenditures of Federal and 

State assistance programs; 
Whereas educational activities carried out 

under the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et 
seq.) provide rapid response to disasters and 
emergencies, such as through the Extension 
Disaster Education Network and other simi-
lar efforts, by providing real-time alerts and 
resources so that educators can respond to 
urgent needs resulting from hurricanes, 
floods, oil spills, fire, drought, pest out-
breaks, and infectious diseases affecting hu-
mans, livestock, and crops; 

Whereas cooperative extension activities 
translate science-based research for prac-
tical application through local and online 
learning networks in which educators are 
uniquely available to identify emerging re-
search questions, connect with land-grant 
college or university faculty to find answers, 
and encourage the application of the findings 
of that research to improve economic and so-
cial conditions; 

Whereas cooperative extension activities 
engage with rural and urban learners 
through practical, community-based, and on-
line approaches resulting in the acquisition 
of the knowledge, skills, and motivation nec-
essary to strengthen the profitability of ani-
mal and plant production systems, protect 
natural resources, help individuals make 
healthy lifestyle choices, ensure a safe and 
abundant food supply, encourage community 
vitality, and grow the next generation of 
leaders; and 

Whereas many States are celebrating the 
centennial of the enactment of the Smith- 
Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) with resolu-
tions and proclamations, and many land- 
grant colleges and universities are also com-
memorating the enactment of that historic 
Act: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the significance of the 
Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et seq.) to the 

establishment of the Cooperative Extension 
System; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe and celebrate the centen-
nial with a focus on launching an innovative 
and sustainable future for the Cooperative 
Extension System; 

(3) honors the university faculty and local 
educators who dedicate careers to providing 
trusted educational programs to help people, 
families, youth, businesses, and communities 
solve problems, develop skills, and build a 
better future; 

(4) thanks the volunteers who provide 
thousands of hours to promote excellence for 
4–H Clubs, the Master Gardeners program, 
the Family and Consumer Sciences program, 
and other programs of the Cooperative Ex-
tension System in their communities; 

(5) encourages continued collaboration and 
cooperation among Federal, State, and local 
governments to ensure the sustainability of 
the Cooperative Extension System as the 
premiere nonformal educational network in 
the United States; and 

(6) celebrates millions of youth, adults, 
families, farmers, ranchers, community lead-
ers, and others who engage in cooperative ex-
tension learning opportunities designed to 
extend knowledge and change lives. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2780. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1982, to improve the provision of med-
ical services and benefits to veterans, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 2781. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2782. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2783. Mrs. MCCASKILL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2784. Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mrs. BOXER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
1982, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2785. Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
JOHANNS) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 1982, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 2786. Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2787. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2788. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2789. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2790. Ms. KLOBUCHAR submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 1982, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 2791. Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and 
Ms. AYOTTE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
1982, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 2792. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
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