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demonstrated record of defiance and
will continue to work toward stock-
piling weapons grade nuclear material,
sponsoring terrorism, and disregarding
basic human rights.

Given these facts, it only makes
sense that we take our own national
security and commitment to our allies’
security seriously by passing expanded
sanction authorities, should Iran fail
to uphold its end of the interim agree-
ment.

Equally important, this legislation
would give Congress the opportunity to
review and—if necessary—disapprove of
any final agreement with Iran.

I am hopeful Iran will come to the
table with real, verifiable concessions
in a final agreement on their nuclear
program. However, hope is a poor na-
tional security strategy.

The Nuclear Weapon Free Iran Act
would set the proper framework for en-
suring Iran dismantles its illicit nu-
clear infrastructure, complies with all
Security Council resolutions, cooper-
ates with the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, respects human rights,
and ceases to promote global ter-
rorism.

Furthermore, the Nuclear Weapon
Free Iran Act implements President
Obama’s own policy. In his recent
State of the Union Address, he stated
that he will ‘““be the first to call for
more sanctions’ should Iran fail to up-
hold the interim agreement.

By passing this legislation, we are
ensuring that the United States has
the ability to further penalize Iran for
its continued noncompliance.

Nevertheless, President Obama has
threatened to veto this legislation, fur-
ther indicating his willingness to blind-
ly concede to Iranian rhetoric.

Now is not the time for this Nation
to exhibit weakness. Now is our chance
to demonstrate to Iran and to the
world that we are serious about nu-
clear nonproliferation and compliance
with international laws and obliga-
tions.

For these reasons, I strongly support
the Nuclear Weapon Free Iran Act as
presented in this amendment, and I
urge my colleagues to act swiftly to
pass this important measure.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the remaining time postcloture be
yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

The question is on the adoption of
the motion to proceed.

The motion was agreed to.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1982) to improve the provision of
medical services and benefits for veterans,
and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2747

Mr. REID. On behalf of Senator
SANDERS, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the Sanders amend-
ment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID], for
himself and Mr. SANDERS, Dproposes an
amendment numbered 2747.

(The amendment is printed in the
RECORD of Tuesday, February 25, 2014
under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’)

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on that amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2766

Mr. REID. I have a second-degree
amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses amendment numbered 2766 to amend-
ment numbered 2747.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

This Act shall become effective 1 day after
enactment.

The

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I have a motion, cloture in
nature, at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on S. 1982, the
Comprehensive Veterans Health Benefits and
Military Retirement Pay Restoration Act.

Harry Reid, Bernard Sanders, Elizabeth
Warren, Patty Murray, Michael F. Ben-
net, Mark Begich, Debbie Stabenow,
Charles E. Schumer, Edward J. Mar-
key, Richard Blumenthal, Ron Wyden,
Maria Cantwell, Heidi Heitkamp,
Christopher Murphy, Christopher A.
Coons, Mazie K. Hirono, Tammy Bald-
win.

MOTION TO COMMIT WITH AMENDMENT NO. 2767

Mr. REID. I have a motion to commit
S. 1982. It has instructions, and that is
also at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] moves
to commit the bill to the Committee on Vet-
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erans’ Affairs with instructions to report
back forthwith with the following amend-
ment No. 2767.

The amendment is as follows:

At the end, add the following:

This Act shall become effective 3 days
after enactment.

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and nays
on that motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2768

Mr. REID. I have an amendment to
instructions at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the amendment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2768 to the
instructions of amendment numbered 2767.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘3 days’ and in-
sert ‘4 days’’.

Mr. REID. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2769

Mr. REID. I have a second-degree
amendment at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2769 to
amendment numbered 2768.

The amendment is as follows:

In the amendment, strike ‘4 days” and in-
sert ‘b days’’.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on amendment No.
2747 to S. 1982, the Comprehensive Veterans
Health Benefits and Military Retirement
Pay Restoration Act.

Harry Reid, Bernard Sanders, Elizabeth
Warren, Patty Murray, Michael F. Ben-
net, Mark Begich, Debbie Stabenow,
Charles E. Schumer, Edward J. Mar-
key, Richard Blumenthal, Ron Wyden,
Maria Cantwell, Heidi Heitkamp,
Christopher Murphy, Christopher A.
Coons, Mazie K. Hirono, Tammy Bald-
win.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum for both
cloture motions required under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to
Calendar No. 309.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A motion to proceed to Calendar No. 309, S.
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve the
Child Care and Development Block Grant
Act of 1990, and for other purposes.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—S. 1982

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 27, during the Senate’s consider-
ation of S. 1982, but no later than 2
p.m., Senator SESSIONS, or his des-
ignee, be recognized to raise a budget
point of order against the bill; that if
such a point of order is raised, it be in
order for Senator MURRAY, or her des-
ignee, to move to waive; that if a mo-
tion to waive is made, the vote on the
motion to waive occur at 2 p.m. tomor-
row; that if the motion to waive is suc-
cessful, the Senate proceed to the vote
on the motion to invoke cloture on
amendment No. 2747; that if cloture is
invoked on the amendment, all
postcloture time be yielded back,
amendment No. 2766 be withdrawn, and
the Senate proceed to the vote on
amendment No. 2747; that upon disposi-
tion of the amendment, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote on the motion to invoke
cloture on S. 1982, as amended, if
amended; that if cloture is invoked on
the bill, all postcloture time be yielded
back and the Senate proceed to vote on
passage of the bill, as amended, if
amended; if the motion to waive is not
successful, then the cloture motions be
withdrawn; finally, the filing deadline
for first-degree amendments to S. 1982
be at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday and the
filing deadline for second-degree
amendments to amendment No. 2747
and S. 1982 be 1:30 p.m. tomorrow.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators
allowed to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM KING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize an innovative
educator from my home State of Ken-
tucky—Mr. William King—who, earlier
this month, was awarded the pres-
tigious Milken Education Award.

If you were to ask William King
about his occupation, he may not re-
spond that he is a ‘‘teacher” or ‘‘educa-
tor.” Instead, he is more inclined to
give himself the label of ‘‘educational
entrepreneur.” That’s because in his 12
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years in education, Mr. KING has been
relentless in his search to find new and
better ways to educate our Nation’s
schoolchildren.

In his current capacity as freshman
principal at Bowling Green High
School—his alma mater—William is
charged with shepherding his students
through the all-important transition
from middle to high school. King has
spearheaded initiatives such as
TeachMeet Kentucky and TeachMeet
Nashville—which are informal meet-
ings where teachers gather to share
ideas and best practices—and No Office
Day, where school administrators
spend an entire day with students in
the classroom. It is his Jump Start
program, however, that has earned him
one of, if not the most, prestigious
awards in education—the Milken Edu-
cation Award.

William created Jump Start to help
better prepare students to excel in
their first year of high school. Now, I
face a lot of challenges here in the Sen-
ate, but few are more trying than those
faced by a teenager who is about to
enter high school. Mr. King not only
recognized just how daunting this tran-
sition can be for students, but he also
had the ability and the selfless inclina-
tion to do something about it.

With his innovative program, King
works with students and parents and
also coordinates between eighth- and
ninth-grade teachers to ensure that his
kids are prepared for the academic
challenges they are about to face.

The Milken Education Award is a
prestigious one; it is not given out just
for good intentions. Wining an ‘‘Oscar
of Teaching,”” as it’s known by teachers
across the country, requires results—
and William King unquestionably de-
livers results. Since implementing
Jump Start, ninth-grade retentions
have dropped by 68 percent. For this,
he was recognized with the Milken
Education Award, as well as $25,000 to
spend as he chooses, at a surprise as-
sembly at Bowling Green High School.

Lowell Milken, chairman and co-
founder of the Milken Family Founda-
tion, once said, ‘‘A sound education
provides the opportunity to realize
one’s potential.” William King has
shown that he is wholeheartedly dedi-
cated to this proposition, and that he
is deserving of praise from this body. I
ask that my Senate colleges join me in
recognizing this exemplary Kentucky
citizen.

The Park City Daily News recently
published an article highlighting Wil-
liam’s work and his award. I ask unani-
mous consent that the full article be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Park City Daily News, Feb. 12,
2014]
EDUCATOR RECEIVES $25,000 AWARD
(By Chuck Mason)

A Bowling Green High School adminis-
trator who graduated as a BGHS Purple in
1996 got the surprise of his life Wednesday
morning.
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Freshman Principal William King received
a Milken Educator Award and $25,000 he can
spend any way he wants. His Jump Start pro-
gram working with freshman has reduced by
68 percent the number of BGHS freshmen
who do not pass.

“I had no clue,” said King after the cere-
mony. “‘I had a list of all these names (of
BGHS teachers) in my head (who could be re-
ceiving the award). ‘It could have been any-
one on our staff.”

King also has been instrumental in holding
TeachMeet seminars, which are informal
meetings for teachers to share best practices
of how they use technology in their class-
rooms, at Western Kentucky University, in
Nashville and other locations in the United
States.

The Milken Educator Award, called the
“Oscars of Teaching’ by Teacher Magazine,
was presented as the cheers of 1,200 students
bounced off walls of the high school’s arena.
Many of the students cheering King have
been under his leadership since they first en-
tered the school halls four years ago. King
was told the assembly was to honor the aca-
demic accomplishments of BGHS students,
and it started that way before Kentucky
Education Commissioner Terry Holliday
took the microphone to make remarks and
then introduced Jane Foley, senior vice
president of the Milken Family Foundation.
Foley made the surprise announcement that
King is Kentucky’s 2014 Milken Educator
Award winner, after telling the students first
how much the award was worth and that one
educator in the arena was to receive it.

“We welcome you to our family of excel-
lence,” said Foley, who received her own
Milken Educator Award in 1994.

Three south-central Kentucky educators
previously received a Milken Educator
Award, which was created in 1987.

King was surprised during the morning as-
sembly. Principal Gary Fields said it was a
challenge to keep the announcement secret
from King. The winner said he wasn’t even
sure he was supposed to be in the arena that
morning for the academic assembly. Fields
read a lengthy list of BGHS students who ex-
celled in academics, at one point, turning to
Holliday and remarking, ‘‘commissioner, I'm
only halfway through the list.”

King, who monitors teacher and student
success, founded the Jump Start program, in
which teachers and parents ensure incoming
freshmen are ready for high school. King
spent a dozen years as an educator, including
as an instructional assistant, social studies
teacher, curriculum coordinator, literacy
coach and freshman principal. He’s a 1996
BGHS graduate and an Eagle Scout.

King ‘“‘always comes into our social studies
class and talks with us,” said Savannah Han-
son, a junior at BGHS. She said the Milken
Family Foundation made a good choice in
honoring King.

Since 1987, the foundation has awarded
more than $64 million to nearly 2,600 kinder-
garten through 12th-grade educators across
the United States in awards. Total funding
for the program, which includes resources for
the winning educators, is more than $136 mil-
lion. Fifty-two Kentucky teachers have re-
ceived the award since 1993.

““A sound education provides the opportu-
nities to realize one’s potential, which is
why the future belongs to the educated,”
Lowell Milken, chairman and co-founder,
said in grant program information. ‘‘Effec-
tive education equips each new generation
with the knowledge and skills to make sound
and independent judgments, as well as pro-
ceed to the next stage in learning and in
life.”

The Milken awards were conceived to at-
tract, retain and motivate talented people in
the teaching profession.
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