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want to come here and opportunities 
for the 12 million undocumented resi-
dents who are already here. 

This legislation can grow our econ-
omy, decrease our deficit, secure our 
borders, protect our workers, unite 
families, and provide an earned path-
way to citizenship. A majority of 
Americans support this framework, 
and it has the support of both labor and 
business as well as religious and civic 
organizations. Let us come back in 
January ready to get the job done and 
pass comprehensive immigration re-
form. 

f 

GRUBER WASN’T TALKING ABOUT 
REPUBLICANS 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, a lot of 
my Republican friends have been upset 
with the comments of Jonathan 
Gruber, where he was quoted accu-
rately as saying about ObamaCare: ‘‘A 
lack of transparency is a huge political 
advantage. Call it the stupidity of the 
American voter or whatever.’’ 

He also said that they—President 
Obama and the Democrats—proposed it 
and it ‘‘passed because the American 
people are too stupid to understand the 
difference.’’ 

Now, I would say to my Republican 
colleagues: chill out. Don’t worry. Not 
a single Republican voted for that bill. 
Not a single Republican in the Senate 
voted for that bill. He wasn’t talking 
about Republicans. He wasn’t talking 
about the Democrats, Independents, or 
Republicans who voted for Republicans 
to come to the House or the Senate. He 
was talking about the people he was 
paid millions by to work on 
ObamaCare. That is right—he called 
the Democrats stupid. 

He wasn’t talking about Republicans. 
He knew we were smarter than that. 

f 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF COACH 
VINCENT ASCOLESE 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize the life of the legendary 
North Bergen High School football 
coach Vincent Ascolese. 

Coach Ascolese, a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, neighbor, and 
friend, passed away on December 3 
after a long battle with cancer. 

His career as a high school football 
coach spanned 50 years, beginning with 
11 years in Hoboken, New Jersey, and 
then taking over the North Bergen 
football program in 1973. He retired 
after the 2011 season as New Jersey’s 
third winningest coach in history. 

As a member of the Hudson County 
Hall of Fame and the New Jersey Foot-
ball Coaches Hall of Fame, he guided 
the North Bergen Bruins to 12 Hudson 

County crowns and six State cham-
pionships. 

As a Jersey City native, Coach 
Ascolese was named Hudson County 
Coach of the Year 14 times, and in 1997, 
he was named the Toyota Coach of the 
Year for the Eastern United States. In 
2011, North Bergen’s home field was re-
named as the Vincent Ascolese Field. 

Coach Ascolese will be remembered 
for his lasting impact on and off the 
field and his ability to inspire his play-
ers and the community. My thoughts 
are with the Vincent Ascolese family, 
former players, and the North Bergen 
community. 

f 

HONORING JOSE DIAZ-BALART 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate my friend, 
journalist, and television anchorman, 
Jose Diaz-Balart. 

For over 30 years, Jose has been re-
porting on momentous events from 
international crises to breaking news 
in order to properly inform his diverse 
audience. 

As the first U.S. journalist to broad-
cast in two languages—English and 
Spanish—simultaneously on two net-
works, Jose has proven to be a valuable 
voice to the Hispanic American com-
munity. Throughout his career Jose 
has been the recipient of many acco-
lades, including three Emmys, the 
George Foster Peabody Award, and the 
2014 CHCI Medallion of Excellence. 

Jose’s role in our society should not 
be taken for granted. There are hun-
dreds of journalists in Cuba and around 
the world who are being persecuted and 
imprisoned for showcasing the realities 
within their own countries. Jose 
speaks for them. 

I congratulate Jose for 30 years with-
in the industry and thank him for his 
commitment to the principles of inde-
pendent journalism and freedom of the 
press. 

f 

THE CR/OMNIBUS 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
night, the House Rules Committee filed 
the 2015 government funding bill. 

My top priority is keeping the gov-
ernment open, and this bill will pre-
vent the kind of widespread economic 
damage that would be caused by a gov-
ernment shutdown, but funding the 
government is more than just about 
dollars and cents. It is a statement 
about our national values. We must 
make difficult choices with limited re-
sources and fight for what we stand for. 

This so-called CR/Omnibus provides 
$1.1 trillion to fund the government 
through 2015. It provides funding to 
combat ISIL and support our troops, 
fight Ebola in West Africa, and it in-

vests in critical science and research 
programs. 

However, I am deeply disappointed 
that it responds to the President’s ex-
ecutive action on immigration by pro-
viding only short-term funding for the 
Department of Homeland Security. I 
strongly oppose several controversial 
policy riders that impact women’s 
health and the environment. 

As we begin a meaningful debate on 
this bill and as the new Congress ap-
proaches, we must ensure actions and 
decisions reflect our values and our 
ideals to ensure that we protect our 
country, grow the economy, and pro-
vide every American a fair shot at suc-
cess. 

f 

THE CHRISTMAS RESOLUTION 

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
the most wonderful time of the year, a 
time when millions of Americans gath-
er together to celebrate Christmas. For 
many of us, Christmas is a time to re-
member the humble birth of our Savior 
on a holy night more than 2,000 years 
ago in the town of Bethlehem. We give 
thanks for Jesus’ message of love and 
peace and remember the sacrifice He 
made for us all. It is a season of giving, 
of love, and of joy. 

According to a recent poll, 9 out of 10 
Americans celebrate Christmas. Sadly, 
however, there is a troubling effort in 
America led by a vocal minority to re-
move the symbols and traditions of 
Christmas from the public arena. 

There have been many examples of 
atheist groups working to remove pub-
lic nativity displays and other decora-
tions. Just last year in my home State 
of Colorado, an anti-religious organiza-
tion filed a lawsuit against school offi-
cials for their support of student-led 
involvement with Operation Christmas 
Child. 

Mr. Speaker, these petty efforts by 
groups offended by the religious sig-
nificance of Christmas violates the 
freedom of religion our Founding Fa-
thers provided for us in the Constitu-
tion. This Congress and in Congresses 
past, I have introduced a resolution to 
protect the symbols and traditions of 
Christmas for those who celebrate the 
holiday. 

The resolution also disapproves of ef-
forts to ban references to Christmas. 
We must not allow those who chose to 
take offense to shut down the religious 
celebration of every other American. 

f 

THE 66TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY AND THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of my newly-introduced 
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resolution which recognizes today as 
the 66th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the 
celebration of Human Rights Day. 

Sixty-six years ago today, the world 
spoke for the first time with one voice 
to proclaim the fundamental rights and 
freedoms of all people. Today, it is our 
duty to continue to speak out for 
human rights for all people. Imprisoned 
bloggers in Vietnam, LGBT activists in 
Russia, and murdered students in Mex-
ico all have shown us that there is still 
a great amount of work left to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to 
take up my resolution and encourage 
my colleagues to set aside today to rec-
ognize Human Rights Day in honor of 
all those who are struggling to reclaim 
their fundamental rights. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GLOBAL FOOD 
SECURITY ACT 

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 5656, the Global Food 
Security Act of 2014, which is a rec-
ognition here by the House of Rep-
resentatives of the important lead role 
that the United States of America can 
and must play in fighting poverty and 
hunger throughout the world. 

The simple truth is that a hunger 
epidemic of crisis proportion is spread-
ing across the developing world leading 
to mass unrest, armed conflict, need-
less suffering, and death. 

Every day, more than 21,000 people 
die of hunger or hunger-related causes. 
The United Nations reports that in de-
veloping countries, 842 million people 
are chronically hungry, one out of 
every three children who die before the 
age of 5 die of hunger, and one out of 
four children suffer mental or physical 
impairments due to malnutrition. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has been 
more than willing to spend trillions on 
warfare. Today, I call upon the Con-
gress of the United States to declare 
war on hunger and give people in need 
a good reason to be grateful to Amer-
ica. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

BORDER PATROL AGENT PAY 
REFORM ACT OF 2014 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(S. 1691) to amend title 5, United States 
Code, to improve the security of the 
United States border and to provide for 
reforms and rates of pay for border pa-
trol agents. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1691 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Border Pa-
trol Agent Pay Reform Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. BORDER PATROL RATE OF PAY. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act 
are— 

(1) to strengthen U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection and ensure that border patrol 
agents are sufficiently ready to conduct nec-
essary work and will perform overtime hours 
in excess of a 40-hour workweek based on the 
needs of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion; and 

(2) to ensure U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection has the flexibility to cover shift 
changes and retains the right to assign 
scheduled and unscheduled work for mission 
requirements and planning based on oper-
ational need. 

(b) RATES OF PAY.—Subchapter V of chap-
ter 55 of title 5, United States Code, is 
amended by inserting after section 5549 the 
following: 
‘‘§ 5550. Border patrol rate of pay 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘basic border patrol rate of 

pay’ means the hourly rate of basic pay of 
the applicable border patrol, as determined 
without regard to this section; 

‘‘(2) the term ‘border patrol agent’ means 
an individual who is appointed to a position 
assigned to the Border Patrol Enforcement 
classification series 1896 or any successor se-
ries, consistent with classification standards 
established by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘level 1 border patrol rate of 
pay’ means the hourly rate of pay equal to 
1.25 times the otherwise applicable hourly 
rate of basic pay of the applicable border pa-
trol agent; 

‘‘(4) the term ‘level 2 border patrol rate of 
pay’ means the hourly rate of pay equal to 
1.125 times the otherwise applicable hourly 
rate of basic pay of the applicable border pa-
trol agent; and 

‘‘(5) the term ‘work period’ means a 14-day 
biweekly pay period. 

‘‘(b) RECEIPT OF BORDER PATROL RATE OF 
PAY.— 

‘‘(1) VOLUNTARY ELECTION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

before the first day of each year beginning 
after the date of enactment of this section, a 
border patrol agent shall make an election 
whether the border patrol agent shall, for 
that year, be assigned to— 

‘‘(i) the level 1 border patrol rate of pay; 
‘‘(ii) the level 2 border patrol rate of pay; 

or 
‘‘(iii) the basic border patrol rate of pay, 

with additional overtime assigned as needed 
by U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

‘‘(B) REGULATIONS.—The Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management shall promul-
gate regulations establishing procedures for 
elections under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(C) INFORMATION REGARDING ELECTION.— 
Not later than 60 days before the first day of 
each year beginning after the date of enact-
ment of this section, U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall provide each border pa-
trol agent with information regarding each 
type of election available under subpara-
graph (A) and how to make such an election. 

‘‘(D) ASSIGNMENT IN LIEU OF ELECTION.— 
Notwithstanding subparagraph (A)— 

‘‘(i) a border patrol agent who fails to 
make a timely election under subparagraph 
(A) shall be assigned to the level 1 border pa-
trol rate of pay; 

‘‘(ii) a border patrol agent who is assigned 
a canine shall be assigned to the level 1 bor-
der patrol rate of pay; 

‘‘(iii) if at any time U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection concludes that a border pa-
trol agent is unable to perform overtime on 
a daily basis in accordance with this section, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall as-
sign the border patrol agent to the basic bor-
der patrol rate of pay until such time as U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection determines 
that the border patrol agent is able to per-
form scheduled overtime on a daily basis; 

‘‘(iv) unless the analysis conducted under 
section 2(e) of the Border Patrol Agent Pay 
Reform Act of 2014 indicates that, in order to 
more adequately fulfill the operational re-
quirements of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, such border patrol agents should be 
allowed to elect or be assigned to the level 1 
border patrol rate of pay or the level 2 border 
patrol rate of pay, a border patrol agent 
shall be assigned to the basic border patrol 
rate of pay if the agent works— 

‘‘(I) at U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
headquarters; 

‘‘(II) as a training instructor at a U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection training facil-
ity; 

‘‘(III) in an administrative position; or 
‘‘(IV) as a fitness instructor; and 
‘‘(v) a border patrol agent may be assigned 

to the level 1 border patrol rate of pay or the 
level 2 border patrol rate of pay in accord-
ance with subparagraph (E). 

‘‘(E) FLEXIBILITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clauses (ii) and (iii), and notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall take such action as 
is necessary, including the unilateral assign-
ment of border patrol agents to the level 1 
border patrol rate of pay or the level 2 border 
patrol rate of pay, to ensure that not more 
than 10 percent of the border patrol agents 
stationed at a location are assigned to the 
level 2 border patrol rate of pay or the basic 
border patrol rate of pay. 

‘‘(ii) WAIVER.—U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection may waive the limitation under 
clause (i) on the percent of border patrol 
agents stationed at a location who are as-
signed to the level 2 border patrol rate of pay 
or the basic border patrol rate of pay if, 
based on the analysis conducted under sec-
tion 2(e) of the Border Patrol Agent Pay Re-
form Act of 2014, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection determines it may do so and ade-
quately fulfill its operational requirements. 

‘‘(iii) CERTAIN LOCATIONS.—Clause (i) shall 
not apply to border patrol agents working at 
the headquarters of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection or a training location of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection. 

‘‘(F) CANINE CARE.—For a border patrol 
agent assigned to provide care for a canine 
and assigned to the level 1 border patrol rate 
of pay in accordance with subparagraph 
(D)(ii)— 

‘‘(i) that rate of pay covers all such care; 
‘‘(ii) for the purposes of scheduled overtime 

under paragraph (2)(A)(ii), such care shall be 
counted as 1 hour of scheduled overtime on 
each regular workday without regard to the 
actual duration of such care or whether such 
care occurs on the regular workday; and 

‘‘(iii) no other pay shall be paid to the bor-
der patrol agent for such care. 

‘‘(G) PAY ASSIGNMENT CONTINUITY.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of the Border Pa-
trol Agent Pay Reform Act of 2014, and in 
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