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As Americans, we must exert our dip-

lomatic arsenal to bring an end to the 
fighting and restore that promise of a 
peaceful and hopeful future for South 
Sudan. 

f 

SANCTIONS IN IRAN 
(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, recently 
negotiations with Iran over the coun-
try’s nuclear program were extended 
again for another 7 months. This exten-
sion, however, carried no additional or 
strengthened economic sanctions on 
Iran. Disturbingly, we have now heard 
that the administration has considered 
sanctions against Israel, our ally. 

A nuclear Iran poses an incredible 
threat to the Middle East and to the 
United States. The security of our al-
lies, including Israel, and the stability 
of the region is at stake. Stronger 
sanctions are needed regarding Iran— 
not our ally Israel—to increase pres-
sure, advance negotiations, and achieve 
a favorable outcome for the U.S. and 
all of our allies. There is no room for 
error, and the administration must get 
a strong agreement in place. 

H.R. 850, the Nuclear Iran Prevention 
Act of 2013, seeks to strengthen and up-
date sanctions on Iran. This passed the 
House of Representatives. Despite 
broad bipartisan support, the Senate 
has done nothing on this bill. The Sen-
ate needs to take it up and increase 
pressure on Iran to reach an agree-
ment. We cannot afford to wait. 

f 

FEMA AID FOR WESTERN NEW 
YORK 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, when a 
natural disaster strikes, the damage 
and cleanup costs often far exceed the 
local government’s ability to respond 
and to rebuild. 

Americans take comfort in the 
knowledge that the Federal Govern-
ment will aid in the response by pro-
viding assistance to mitigate the often 
massive costs of natural disasters. 

The recent record-breaking snow-
storm in western New York reminded 
the Nation that Buffalonians are resil-
ient and generous people. That was on 
display during the storm and its after-
math with so many instances of neigh-
bors helping neighbors. 

The storm also left my community 
with significant expenses in terms of 
the emergency response and structures 
that collapsed under the weight of the 
snow. That is why I have joined the 
western New York delegation to urge 
FEMA to act quickly to certify the dis-
aster and disburse assistance. 

Western New Yorkers are the first to 
volunteer to aid other communities in 
need. Now we must ensure a helping 
hand is there for them when they are 
in need. 

THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, last week, 
the House moved forward historic leg-
islation that represents widespread 
Montana priorities. From protecting 
some of our State’s greatest treasures, 
as well as access to our public lands, to 
developing Montana’s energy resources 
and creating better certainty for our 
farmers and ranchers, this bill reflects 
the concerns of Montanans from across 
our entire State. But just as impor-
tantly, it represents the way we do 
things in Montana and the kind of 
change we need to see in Washington. 

In Montana, we know the importance 
of rolling up our sleeves and working 
together to get something done. By 
coming together, the Montana delega-
tion and Montanans from all corners of 
our State were able to break gridlock 
in Washington and bring this most im-
portant legislation forward. 

I am proud that the House acted last 
week and passed this bill with strong 
bipartisan support. I call on the Senate 
to quickly do the same. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF STEVE SAULS 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize my friend Steve 
Sauls, Florida International Univer-
sity’s vice president for governmental 
relations, who is retiring after more 
than 30 years of commitment to the 
community and the State of Florida. 

During his tenure at FIU, Steve 
helped secure funding for the Inter-
national Hurricane Center in the wake 
of Hurricane Andrew, fought to receive 
authorization for the College of Law at 
FIU, and played a key role in creating 
the College of Medicine. Through these 
efforts and countless others, Steve has 
helped develop FIU into one of the top 
public universities in the country. I 
have been honored to represent FIU in 
my district and work with Steve to 
help support this vibrant educational 
community. 

After building a long track record of 
impressive accomplishments, Steve 
will be sorely missed. I urge you to join 
me in recognizing his contributions to 
south Florida and our country. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR KEVIN TANN, 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Army congres-
sional liaison to the U.S. House of Rep-

resentatives Major Kevin Tann. Major 
Tann will be leaving his post at the end 
of this month but will continue to 
serve our great Nation working in 
cyber intelligence at the U.S. Army 
Cyber Command in Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia. 

Originally a native of North Caro-
lina, Kevin chose to attend college at 
my alma mater, Florida International 
University, where he earned a degree in 
criminal justice and a master of arts in 
public administration. 

Commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the Army’s Aviation Branch, Kevin 
participated in multiple combat tours 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He has earned the Army Aviation and 
Parachutist Badges, the Bronze Star 
Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, and 
many others. 

It is my distinct pleasure to join with 
Kevin’s family, friends, peers, his wife, 
Joy Tann, and his son, Kevin Joseph 
Tann, as they honor the many accom-
plishments of his outstanding career. 

f 

THE HOUR OF CODE 

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the issue of gender im-
balance in the computing industry. 

Today, women make up over half of 
the American workforce but only a 
quarter of the professional computing 
occupations. We see a similar imbal-
ance in the classrooms. Girls in high 
school take over half of all the ad-
vanced placement exams but only a 
fifth of computer science exams. 

This imbalance deprives the com-
puting industry of a great resource of 
human capital, and it limits its cre-
ativity. To address this imbalance, we 
need to encourage our female students 
to pursue computer science as early as 
possible. 

In that spirit, I would like to recog-
nize Computer Science Education Week 
and the Hour of Code. These programs 
have reached tens of millions of stu-
dents worldwide. We need programs 
like these to ensure that the next gen-
eration of computer professionals is di-
verse so we have all the best talent. 

f 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MAJOR 
D. ‘‘JIM’’ OLMES, JR., OF OIL 
CITY, PENNSYLVANIA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to recognize 
the life of Major D. ‘‘Jim’’ Olmes, Jr., 
of Oil City, Venango County, Pennsyl-
vania. A World War II veteran, a be-
loved family member, and community 
leader, Mr. Olmes passed away last 
week at the age of 93. 
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Major Olmes was awarded the Distin-

guished Flying Cross for valor as a for-
ward air observer during the Battle of 
Iwo Jima and the Air Medal and also 
served as an officer in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Following his service, Olmes at-
tended the University of Pittsburgh, 
where he earned his law degree before 
starting his own private practice. He 
was also active in the community, 
serving on the Oil City school board 
and the former Northwest Pennsyl-
vania Bank and Trust Company board. 

Major Olmes was preceded in death 
by his wife, Virginia Lee Pence, fol-
lowing more than 60 years of marriage 
together. As reported in the Oil City 
Derrick, ‘‘His greatest joy was his fam-
ily.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let us remember the 
special life of Major D. ‘‘Jim’’ Olmes as 
we pray for his family during this time 
of mourning. 

f 

THE USE OF VIOLENCE IS 
ABHORRENT 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
we come to this season of joy, I am al-
ways committed to wishing all of my 
colleagues of this body, this govern-
ment, and our people a happy holiday. 

We are on the brink of the release of 
a report that talks about issues of tor-
ture which America has stood against. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commu-
nicate that any report of past practices 
which we abhor does not indicate our 
lack of respect for the men and women 
of the CIA, nor does it give excuse to 
any international provocateur or ter-
rorist to do violence to their own peo-
ple. 

This is a deliberative assessment of 
how we can go forward, how we can 
continue to protect this Nation, and as 
a member of the Homeland Security 
Committee, it is important to protect 
our Nation. But we should not yield to 
those who will use this recklessly and 
violently to do terror around the 
world. 

Let me thank our marines who are 
on high alert. Let me also bring to the 
attention of my colleagues that tomor-
row is Human Rights Day, and I hope 
that we will stand on this floor and 
promote the values of human rights. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I challenge and 
charge those who would use this in a 
violent way: you are wrong, you are 
wrong, and you are wrong. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF NEBRASKA’S LONGEST- 
SERVING GOVERNOR, DAVE 
HEINEMAN 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the public 

service of Dave Heineman, Nebraska’s 
longest-serving Governor. More impor-
tant than his time in office is what he 
has accomplished. 

He has kept our State prosperous by 
supporting agriculture, opening new 
trade opportunities, reforming eco-
nomic development incentives, and im-
proving education through greater 
local control. He has also been an ally 
of taxpayers by keeping our budget bal-
anced and also advocating for tax re-
form. Under his watch, Nebraska con-
sistently ranks among the best States 
to live, work, do business, and raise a 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I am thankful and 
grateful for Governor Heineman’s lead-
ership and service. I join all Nebras-
kans in wishing him and his wife, Sally 
Ganem, Godspeed as they embark on 
the next chapter of their lives. 

f 

CALIFORNIA EMERGENCY 
DROUGHT RELIEF ACT OF 2014 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rep-
resent a very rural district in northern 
California which has been greatly im-
pacted by the drought. The town of 
Redding, for example, has had its water 
supplies cut to 50 percent this year. 
Farmers along the Tehama-Colusa 
Canal received no water at all from the 
Central Valley Project, leaving thou-
sands of acres of productive farmland 
fallow. 

After the third year of historic 
drought—the worst drought in 1,200 
years, historic in California—it is im-
perative that we act immediately to 
prepare for another dry year. 

H.R. 5781 by DAVID VALADAO takes 
immediate action to store more water 
and start on this remedy. This legisla-
tion is just 18 months in duration, giv-
ing us time to continue working with 
the Senate on a longer-term solution. 

H.R. 5781 has two simple components: 
creating flexibility so we can store 
more water in preparation for the com-
ing year; and preserving the most fun-
damental water right of all, the idea 
that those who live where water origi-
nates should have access to it. 

We also protect northern California 
to ensure that those who live where our 
water originates do not have to have 
their water cut off while other areas of 
the State receive deliveries. Under this 
measure, northern California will be 
guaranteed access to the water that 
rains on their communities. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, we have 
worked in good faith to negotiate a bi-
partisan bill to address California’s 
drought. Nothing in this measure is 
controversial. It leaves the Endangered 
Species Act intact, it respects water 
rights, and it helps every region of 
California. Twenty million Califor-
nians will benefit in some fashion or 
another. 

After several years of drought, it is 
imperative we get on the ball and pre-

pare California for the coming year. We 
are prepared to continue negotiating, 
but there is no water to waste, and 
there is no time to waste. California 
needs us to act today by passing this 
measure while we continue to work 
through the process. 

f 

RENEWING OUR GREAT NATION 
(Mr. YODER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, with each 
new day brings new opportunities for 
our Congress to work together and 
solve problems on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. 

As the 113th Congress comes to a 
close, we do so leaving almost 400 bills 
that have passed the people’s House 
that we sent to the Senate which cre-
ate jobs, reduce government waste, and 
support investment in our Nation’s fu-
ture; yet these bills were never even 
considered or voted upon by the Sen-
ate, and they were never heard from 
again. 

As evidenced by the recent elections, 
the American people reject this blatant 
partisanship, they reject the dysfunc-
tion of the Senate, and they reject the 
unilateral action by the executive 
branch to run roughshod over the voice 
of the people. 

As the national debt soared past $18 
trillion last week, we were reminded 
that it is time to roll up our sleeves 
and get to work to reduce spending and 
balance our budgets, to promote energy 
independence, and to create jobs and 
grow our economy, to fix our broken 
immigration system, and to ensure the 
safety and security of the American 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, we know there is much 
work to be done. As we turn to hopeful 
optimism for the next Congress, let’s 
turn the page together, and let’s renew 
our great Nation. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 9, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2014 at 9:22 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 2520. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
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