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the skills and the training necessary to 
strengthen the future of San Antonio, 
Bexar County, and the 23rd District of 
Texas. 

Palo Alto College was officially char-
tered by the State of Texas in 1983. Two 
years later, in 1985, it began offering its 
first classes, and since then, Palo Alto 
has quickly grown with the city of San 
Antonio. 

In 1991, because of its deep roots in 
the Hispanic community and its dedi-
cation to helping Hispanic families 
overcome common barriers to higher 
education, Palo Alto College was 
named a Hispanic-Serving Institution 
by the Federal Government. 

Today, Palo Alto College serves over 
8,000 students and offers 95 relevant 
academic programs that move the 
country forward. Programs include 
criminal justice and aviation tech-
nology, among many others. It also 
works very closely with employers like 
Toyota to be sure that its students are 
receiving cutting-edge training. In en-
suring the college can meet the de-
mands of Texas’ energy production, it 
also offers programs in oil and gas 
technology. 

It is ably led by Dr. Mike Flores who, 
prior to assuming the presidency, had 
worked his way up through each of the 
three vice president positions at Palo 
Alto, and he has served the Palo Alto 
community for over 19 years. 

Where others have provided lip serv-
ice, Palo Alto College has found suc-
cess. With a firm understanding of the 
promise that our Nation has made to 
its veterans, Palo Alto College is com-
mitted to ensuring higher education re-
mains accessible to veterans and Ac-
tive Duty servicemen and service-
women alike. 

Palo Alto College has been listed 
among the top 20 percent of schools 
that support veteran education. It has 
an incredible network of people and re-
sources available to serve veterans. I 
thank Palo Alto College for the work 
that they do with our veterans and the 
Active Duty military. It really is very 
impressive. 

Palo Alto college also plays a funda-
mental role in the success of many in-
dividuals in our community, and its 
impact will be seen for many genera-
tions. Whether it’s providing a second 
chance to nontraditional students 
through its GED programs or whether 
it is preparing students for the next 
level of education, Palo Alto College is 
there. It is there to meet the needs of 
the community and to help families 
achieve prosperity in the American 
Dream. 

I congratulate Palo Alto College on 
its upcoming birthday—30 years of edu-
cational excellence—and I thank them 
for their continued commitment to en-
sure education remains accessible. 
Their mission to provide relevant and 
needed educational opportunities is ad-
mirable. 

I look forward to seeing the many 
successes of those who pass through 
the doors of Palo Alto College. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MASTER 
GUNNERY SERGEANT JIMMY 
MILLS HARGROVE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. RIGELL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, it is a spe-
cial and high honor to be in this Cham-
ber of the people’s House to honor, to 
remember, and to pay respectful trib-
ute to a most remarkable American, a 
true patriot, and one of the finest ma-
rines I have ever known, Master Gun-
nery Sergeant Jimmy Hargrove. He 
was a dear friend of mine and my fam-
ily. 

Jimmy was enlisted. He was an en-
listed marine. This is my father, Ike; 
he is also an enlisted marine. He is 
doing great at the age of 91. He is an 
Iwo Jima veteran. There is something 
about enlisted marines, when we meet 
each other, we often ask, ‘‘Are you a 
Parris Island marine?’’ I was. 

If you are a Parris Island marine, you 
usually give the other alternative, 
which is this. You say, ‘‘Or are you a 
Hollywood marine?’’ That is, did you 
go through boot camp in San Diego? 

Well, that question applies to vir-
tually all enlisted marines, but there 
are some whom that question really 
doesn’t apply to because the answer is 
neither Parris Island nor San Diego, 
but it is a different place they went to 
boot camp, Montford Point, North 
Carolina. 

From 1942 to 1949, 20,000 young Afri-
can American men, young Black men 
from across our country like Jimmy, 
didn’t go to Parris Island or San Diego. 
He went to Montford Point, and that is 
where he endured the training that de-
fines, shapes, and molds young men 
and women now into marines—fully 
segregated units. 

These marines have gone on to fight 
in our Nation’s battles. Jimmy, for ex-
ample, fought in Korea and then Viet-
nam. Some have been grievously 
wounded. Many gave the ultimate sac-
rifice for our Nation. 

It was fitting and proper, Mr. Speak-
er, when in 2012 this body and the Sen-
ate unanimously passed legislation 
which President Obama then signed 
into law which gave to all Montford 
Point marines, all surviving Montford 
Point marines, the Congressional Gold 
Medal. It was a privilege to be at that 
ceremony. Jimmy took great pride in 
this, and he was there as well with his 
family and his wife, Cheryl. 

There is no question, Mr. Speaker, 
that we are a better, stronger, and 
safer America because of our Montford 
Point marines, and we are a better, 
safer, and stronger America because of 
the life of Jimmy Hargrove. 

This picture from 2013 at the Marine 
Corps ball is one of my favorite pic-
tures. It shows the bond between two 
marines, really one generation to the 
next. I consider it an honor to pay trib-
ute to him today. 

Yesterday, Jimmy was laid to rest in 
Arlington. It is fitting that he is there 
in Arlington in eternal rest. What I 

really remember about Jimmy and 
think about is—it is not pictured in 
this picture, but his smile, Jimmy’s 
smile. He was always so optimistic, and 
though he knew the bitter fruit of seg-
regation, he, himself, was not bitter. 

He was fully optimistic about our Na-
tion, and he fought for our Nation even 
after his retirement. He engaged in 
shaping public policy and shaping the 
way our country is headed. I deeply re-
spect him for this. He did not yield to 
apathy’s seductive call, but he chose to 
continue to fight for his country. 

We marines are a proud lot. It is even 
embedded in our Marines’ Hymn. The 
last verse is: 
If the Army and the Navy 
Ever look on Heaven’s scenes; 
They will find the streets are guarded 
By United States Marines. 

I think of Jimmy as still being on 
duty and in Heaven as well. He was a 
man of deep faith, and so I would say 
to my friend, in respect for his life and 
his service to our country, ‘‘Master 
Gunnery Hargrove, mission accom-
plished. Job well done, marine. Semper 
Fidelis. Semper Fi.’’ 

May God grant eternal rest to this 
fine American, and may God also pro-
vide a special measure of comfort and 
grace to his wife, Cheryl, and their en-
tire family. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 78. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
4110 Almeda Road in Houston, Texas, as the 
‘‘George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 1707. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 302 East Green Street in Champaign, Illi-
nois, as the ‘‘James R. Burgess Jr. Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 2112. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 787 State Route 17M in Monroe, New York, 
as the ‘‘National Clandestine Service of the 
Central Intelligence Agency NCS Officer 
Gregg David Wenzel Memorial Post Office’’. 

H.R. 2223. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 220 Elm Avenue in Munising, Michigan, as 
the ‘‘Elizabeth L. Kinnunen Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2678. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 10360 Southwest 186th Street in Miami, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Larcenia J. Bullard Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 3534. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 113 West Michigan Avenue in Jackson, 
Michigan, as the ‘‘Officer James Bonneau 
Memorial Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4939. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2551 Galena Avenue in Simi Valley, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Neil Havens Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5030. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 13500 SW 250 Street in Princeton, Florida, 
as the ‘‘Corporal Christian A. Guzman Ri-
vera Post Office Building’’. 
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The message also announced that the 

Senate has passed with an amendment 
a bill of the House of the following 
title: 

H.R. 1281. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize programs 
under part A of title XI of such Act. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 2142. An act to impose targeted sanc-
tions on persons responsible for violations of 
human rights of antigovernment protesters 
in Venezuela, to strengthen civil society in 
Venezuela, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 100–702, the Chair, on behalf of the 
Majority Leader, announces the ap-
pointment of the following individual 
to the board of the Federal Judicial 
Center Foundation: 

Peter Kraus of Texas, vice Richard D. 
Casey of South Dakota. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Robert Jeffress, First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, offered 
the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we come into Your 
presence recognizing that You are the 
one true God, the Lord over all cre-
ation. 

Father, today I want to thank You 
for the men and women in this House 
who so selflessly serve You and serve 
our Nation. I pray that You would bless 
their work, protect their families, reas-
sure them that they are in this place of 
leadership because You have promoted 
them here. 

Today, Father, we acknowledge that 
all of us are here on Earth not to do 
our will but to accomplish Your will. 
We affirm the words of the psalmist 
who said, ‘‘Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the Lord.’’ 

We confess that no individual, no na-
tion can experience Your favor apart 
from obeying Your commands, fol-
lowing Your principles. Father, I pray 
You would grant these Representatives 
the wisdom to lead our Nation and to 
do just that, so that we may experience 
Your blessings and not Your judgment. 

We pray all of these things in the 
name of the One who was born in Beth-

lehem, who died on a cross, and rose 
again that we might have eternal life, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It is in His name 
that we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. ROBERT 
JEFFRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, our 

chaplain today is Dr. Robert Jeffress, 
senior pastor of the 11,000-member 
First Baptist Church in Dallas. His 
opinions are ubiquitous on radio and 
television, as is his radio program, 
‘‘Pathway to Victory.’’ 

His weekly TV program is on over 
1,200 stations and systems worldwide, 
while he has authored 21 books and is a 
FOX News contributor. 

While some churches flee downtown 
areas, Dr. Jeffress led his church in a 
massive revitalization of downtown 
Dallas. He has a bachelor’s from 
Baylor, master’s from Dallas Theo-
logical Seminary, doctorates from 
Southwestern Theological Seminary 
and Dallas Baptist University. 

He and his wife, Amy, have two 
daughters, Julia and Dorothy, who are 
here today, and son-in-law, Ryan 
Sadler. 

Dr. Robert Jeffress is principled, bril-
liant, charitable, and his faith in God 
leaves no room for fear of man. He and 
my wife, Kathy, grew up together in 
church, and he is a dear, treasured 
friend of mine. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN of Tennessee). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

NORTH STATE AVIATION 
(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize North State Aviation, an 
aircraft maintenance company based in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

In November I had the pleasure of at-
tending the company’s fourth anniver-
sary event to celebrate the completion 
of work on their 300th United Airlines 
aircraft and 400th aircraft overall. 

In just 4 short years, North State 
Aviation has experienced exponential 
job growth, going from zero to 365 full- 
time employees. More than 100 of those 
employees are military veterans. 

However, the economic impact of 
North State Aviation goes beyond the 
company itself. While the company’s 
ambitious growth plan has enabled 
hundreds of workers to find jobs in 
Winston-Salem, the local community 
and the region’s aviation industry have 
benefited as well. 

As a result of North State’s success, 
Smith Reynolds Airport has been able 
to afford the ongoing construction of 
Runway 4–22, and the airport’s master 
plan includes an additional hangar, in 
part to give North State more expan-
sion space. 

North State Aviation is a company 
that recognized an opportunity and 
seized it through hard work and inno-
vation. Its resulting success is well de-
served. 

f 

SOUTH SUDAN 
(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
express my deep concern about the on-
going situation in South Sudan. Next 
Monday we will mark the 1-year anni-
versary of the outbreak of civil conflict 
in that young country, which gained 
its independence in 2011. 

Since that conflict began, as many as 
2 million people have been displaced, 
while 1.5 million people are without se-
cure access to food. 50,000 civilians are 
estimated to have been killed as a re-
sult of the fighting between the rival 
factions. 

Alarmingly, Mr. Speaker, both sides 
have been stockpiling weapons and are 
expected to launch fresh attacks once 
the rainy season ends. 

The international community, with 
strong American leadership, must en-
courage a peaceful resolution before 
further bloodshed occurs. 

I want to commend the United Na-
tions Mission in South Sudan peace-
keepers for their hard work bringing 
aid to those in need, and I thank Sec-
retary Kerry for his efforts to achieve 
a political settlement. 

I traveled to Juba in 2007. As a mat-
ter of fact, the former chair of the For-
eign Affairs Committee, the gentle-
woman from Florida, was with me. I 
saw a nation full of promise and hope 
for the future on the cusp of its inde-
pendence. That bright future of possi-
bilities for the people of South Sudan 
ought not to be dimmed by violence, 
instability, and enmity. 
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