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appropriate honor. It is my pleasure to
support S. 1434, and I am grateful for
the leadership and support of Chairman
MILLER, Ranking Member MICHAUD,
Senator MORAN, and the entire Kansas
delegation. I urge all of my colleagues
to join me in supporting S. 1434.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 1434, which designates the Junc-
tion City, Kansas, Community-Based
Outpatient Clinic in Junction City as
the Lieutenant General Richard J.
Seitz Community-Based Outpatient
Clinic.

General Seitz served in the Army for
37 years. Among the medals and com-
mendations he was awarded are the Sil-
ver Star, two Bronze Stars, and the
Purple Heart. After he retired, he was
awarded the Creighton Abrams Medal.
In September 2011, he was given
France’s highest distinction, the Le-
gion of Honor.

In World War II, joined by a company
of 7th Armored Division tanks, General
Seitz was in command of a battalion of
paratroopers who won two decisive at-
tacks during the Battle of the Bulge.
Seitz was only 28 years old at the time.
He continued to serve in command
roles after World War II, earning his
first general’s star in 1963, his second
star in 1967, and finished his distin-
guished career in 1978 as a three-star
general.
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Following his retirement, General
Seitz stayed dedicated to those who
served. He remained passionate for
mentoring commissioned and non-
commissioned officers, and frequently
visited Fort Riley to greet deploying
and returning units bound for the Mid-
dle East.

As a native of Leavenworth, Kansas,
General Seitz returned to Kansas in
1978 and settled in Junction City.

Joining his name to the community-
based outpatient clinic in Junction
City, Kansas, would be a fitting way to
honor General Seitz in his commitment
to duty and valor.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 1434, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers, and, once
again, I encourage all Members to sup-
port S. 1434.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 1434.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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CORPORAL MICHAEL J. CRESCENZ
ACT OF 2013

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 229) to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs located at 3900 Woodland Ave-
nue in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as
the ‘“‘Corporal Michael J. Crescenz De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 229

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Corporal Mi-

chael J. Crescenz Act of 2013,

SEC. 2. CORPORAL MICHAEL J. CRESCENZ DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
MEDICAL CENTER.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs located
at 3900 Woodland Avenue in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, shall after the date of the en-
actment of this Act be known and designated
as the ‘“Corporal Michael J. Crescenz Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the med-
ical center referred to in subsection (a) shall
be considered to be a reference to the Cor-
poral Michael J. Crescenz Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BUSTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on S. 229.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of S. 229, which
would name the VA Medical Center lo-
cated at 3900 Woodland Avenue in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, as the Cor-
poral Michael J. Crescenz Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

Corporal Crescenz was the only
Philadelphia native to earn the Medal
of Honor during the Vietnam war. His
posthumous award of the Medal of
Honor resulted from an act of heroism
in the Republic of Vietnam on Novem-
ber 20, 1968.

Reading from Corporal
Medal of Honor citation:

In the morning, his unit engaged a large,
well-entrenched force of the North Viet-
namese Army whose initial burst of fire
pinned down the lead squad and killed the
two point men, halting the advance of Com-
pany A.

Immediately, Corporal Crescenz left the
relative safety of his own position, seized a
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nearby machinegun and, with complete dis-
regard for his own safety, charged 100 meters
up a slope toward the enemy’s bunkers,
which he effectively silenced, killing two oc-
cupants in each.

Undaunted by the withering machinegun
fire around him, Corporal Crescenz coura-
geously moved forward toward a third bunk-
er, which he also succeeded in silencing, kill-
ing two more of the enemy and momentarily
clearing the route of advance for his com-
rades.

As a direct result of his heroic actions, his
company was able to maneuver freely with
minimal danger and complete its mission,
defeating the enemy.

Corporal Crescenz’s bravery and extraor-
dinary heroism at the cost of his life are in
the highest traditions of military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the United States Army.

Naming the Philadelphia VA Medical
Center after this American hero is a
tribute to his legacy and to all resi-
dents who served with our Nation dur-
ing the Vietnam war.

It is my pleasure to support S. 229,
and I am grateful for the leadership
and support of Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member MICHAUD, Senator
TOOMEY, and the entire Pennsylvania
delegation.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring this hero by supporting this
bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH).

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

We have come to this floor on any
number of occasions honoring people,
but I think this may be the noblest mo-
ment that I have risen on the floor, be-
cause, in this instance, it is not to
name a stamp after Wilt Chamberlain
from Philadelphia or the train station
after Congressman Gray, but this is to
acknowledge a young man who grad-
uated from high school in 1966 and,
within a year or so, joined, enlisted,
and went off to war on behalf of his
country in a faraway place.

He finished at Cardinal Dougherty
High School. He played varsity base-
ball there. He played basketball in a
summer league at Simons Recreation
Center. He grew up in West Oak Lane
in my district, on the 7400 block of
Thouron Avenue.

But the Corporal Crescenz whom we
honor today is someone who, even
though he was only in country for just
a mere few months, when this attack
took place, he grabbed a machinegun
and he went towards the fire. It has
been recounted when President Nixon
awarded him the Medal of Honor, he
took out one machinegun nest, he took
out another, he then took out a third.
Then when a camouflaged artillery
post opened up, he charged at it, and
that is when he took this mortal round.

But this is a young man who really,
I think, represents everything that is
important about American ideals be-
cause he lived a life of service on behalf
of his country. He took it on himself to
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face challenge in a faraway place. He
honors us even in his death, which was
a long, long time ago, by giving us the
honor to be able to rise and to ac-
knowledge his courage.

Our city lost a lot of people in the
Vietnam war. This is the only soldier
to earn the Medal of Honor.

I want to thank Councilman David
Oh, who is a member of the Republican
Party on our city council—it is hard to
be a Republican and get elected in
Philadelphia—but who helped to raise
this issue locally.

I want to thank all of the Pennsyl-
vania Members. We introduced a bill,
H.R. 454. Every single Member of the
Pennsylvania delegation supported
this.

I have visited the Philadelphia VA. I
have talked to veterans there who are
getting care, all of whom are proud to
have served our country. I think that
they will be proud that the name of the
medical center will be named after this
young corporal who didn’t make it in
the headlines but, today, he is at the
very forefront of the work of the
United States Congress as we honor his
service and we honor his family by this
naming bill.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I have no further speakers at this
time.

The veterans of Philadelphia have for
some time been trying to gain recogni-
tion for their brother in arms, and I
thank the Pennsylvania delegation for
their work in bringing this bill to the
floor.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting S. 229, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, PAT MEEHAN, my friend.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

I also thank my colleague from
Philadelphia, the distinguished gen-
tleman, who has been a strong sup-
porter of this important bill. I rise in
strong support of S. 229, which is the
Corporal Michael J. Crescenz Act of
2013.

As has been identified, the legislation
would rename the Woodland Avenue
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
Philadelphia after Corporal Crescenz.
As has been identified, he is Philadel-
phia’s only Medal of Honor recipient
from the Vietnam era from Cardinal
Dougherty High School, which had con-
tributed more young men who gave
their lives in the service of their coun-
try during the Vietnam war than any
high school in the Nation, so this is
quite a distinction.

I visited, as have my colleagues, nu-
merous times the veterans medical
center, making sure that it ensures the
veterans receive the care they deserve.

But I think one of the things that is
important about this kind of a recogni-
tion is not only that it has been earned
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with valor, but the veterans who walk
in and out of there each day, many of
them Vietnam veterans themselves,
want to hear the story about Corporal
Crescenz. His name will be enshrined,
people will know about it, and his her-
oism will live and continue to live.

Mr. FATTAH. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. MEEHAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. FATTAH. I missed the oppor-
tunity, and I should acknowledge the
strong contribution of Congressman
BoB BRADY in this effort, along with
yourself and Congressman
FITZPATRICK. I neglected in my early
remarks to do so, so if I could lay that
on the RECORD. This would not have
happened without Congressman
BRADY’s support.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I also want to express my
appreciation. I think it is one of the
endearing factors. While we from time
to time may have strong disagreements
about issues, we actually have had
many more that we have been able to
work together on. This is one that I am
proud to support.

I will conclude by saying that this
was undoubtedly an act in which he not
only acted selflessly for himself, but he
saved his fellow warfighters from
harm.

I would like to commend those who
have worked tirelessly on renaming
this facility, and I hope that my col-
leagues will support this measure.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
at this time, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania, MI-
CHAEL FITZPATRICK, my friend, to speak
on this issue.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman.

I also am very pleased to join with
my colleagues in both the House and
the Senate in advancing legislation
which will, we hope, appear on the
President’s desk to honor the service
and sacrifice, the very significant sac-
rifice, of Corporal Michael Crescenz,
whom, as we have heard many times
here today, was Philadelphia’s sole
Medal of Honor winner during the Viet-
nam war.

I want to also thank my friend, Mr.
FATTAH, for his work in getting the bill
to the floor here today.

Corporal Crescenz received a Medal
of Honor for his actions on November
20, 1968, in Vietnam’s Hiep Duc Valley.
His citation states—and I know the ci-
tation was already quoted here today,
but I think it bears repeating, at least
in part—that Corporal Crescenz gave
his life when he ‘‘left the relative safe-
ty of his own position, seized a nearby
machinegun and, with complete dis-
regard for his safety, charged 100 me-
ters up a slope toward the enemy’s
bunkers, which he effectively silenced.
As a direct result of his heroic actions,
his company was able to maneuver
freely with minimal danger and to
complete its mission, defeating the
enemy.”’
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By moving to rename the Philadel-
phia Veterans Affairs Medical Center
the Corporal Michael J. Crescenz De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center, we immortalize the legacy of
Corporal Crescenz and remember his
sacrifice in the defense of our freedom.

Mr. Speaker, the Philadelphia region
has a long and proud tradition of self-
less sacrifice to our Nation dating back
to the Revolution. Generations of mili-
tary members have called our area
home, and they continue to serve
today. We must continue to recognize
those who sacrifice and those who gave
their lives at the altar of freedom.

Corporal Crescenz continues to have
many friends, led by Joe Griffies and
his friends at the Welcome Home Vet-
erans radio program, who have never
forgotten Michael Crescenz and have
fought tirelessly as well for this legis-
lation.

Mr. FATTAH’s Corporal Michael J.
Crescenz’s Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center legislation re-
minds us all that the contributions of
our Nation’s veterans should never be
forgotten.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers. I will close
by saying I can’t think of anything
more appropriate than naming this VA
medical center after this Medal of
Honor winner. I am a Vietnam-era vet-
eran, lost a lot of friends in the war in
Vietnam. It is difficult for me to even
talk about it. I can’t think of anything
more appropriate than naming this
great medical center after this hero
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all Members to support S. 229.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of the Corporal Michael
J. Crescenz Act of 2013, to rename the Phila-
delphia VA Medical Center in honor of Medal
of Honor recipient and Philadelphia native
Corporal Michael Crescenz.

Mr. Speaker, | am grateful that we are able
to bring this long overdue honor to a great
Philadelphian and a worthy American hero. |
have been working to accomplish this renam-
ing since | first drafted legislation in 2012, and
| am thankful that my colleagues Congress-
man FATTAH and Senator TOOMEY, as well as
the rest of the Pennsylvania delegation, have
joined me in this important endeavor.

Mr. Speaker, Corporal Michael J. Crescenz
is the only Philadelphia-born recipient of the
Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest military
honor, from the Vietham War. Born on Janu-
ary 14, 1949 to Mary Ann and Charles
Crescenz, Michael grew up in the West Oak
Lane neighborhood of Philadelphia and went
on to graduate from Cardinal Dougherty High
School Class of 1966. He enlisted in the US
Army in September 1968, the same month
that his older brother Charles was discharged
from active duty.

According to his Medal of Honor citation,
19-year old Cpl. Crescenz’'s platoon came
under attack on November 20, 1968, in Viet-
nam’s Hiep Duc Valley. Rather than remain in
the relative safety of his position, Cpl.
Crescenz seized a nearby machine gun,
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charged toward the enemy’s position, and si-
lenced two bunkers. He then courageously ad-
vanced toward a third bunker, which he also
silenced, clearing a route for his comrades.
Shortly thereafter, gunfire emerged from a
fourth, unseen bunker, and in order to protect
his fellow soldiers, Cpl. Crescenz advanced on
the position, firing with his machine gun. He
was mortally wounded when he was just 5
meters away from the camouflaged bunker.
His selfless actions allowed his company to
maneuver freely to complete its mission, ulti-
mately defeating the enemy.

President Nixon posthumously awarded the
Medal of Honor to Cpl. Crescenz in April,
1970 for his gallantry and intrepidity in action.
Now, 46 years after his heroic stand, we again
humbly recognize the sacrifice of Cpl.
Crescenz, along with the sacrifice of all those
who paid the ultimate price in Vietnam and in
all wars in defense of our nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 229.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
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LANE A. EVANS VA COMMUNITY
BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 2921) to designate the commu-
nity based outpatient clinic of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs located at
310 Home Boulevard in Galesburg, Illi-
nois, as the ‘“Lane A. Evans VA Com-
munity Based Outpatient Clinic”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2921

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LANE A. EVANS VA COMMUNITY
BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community based
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs located at 310 Home Boulevard
in Galesburg, Illinois, shall be known and
designated as the ‘‘Lane A. Evans VA Com-
munity Based Outpatient Clinic”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, map, regulation, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to the com-
munity based outpatient clinic referred to in
subsection (a) shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the ‘“‘Lane A. Evans VA Commu-
nity Based Outpatient Clinic”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BUSTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on S.
2921.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 2921, which would name the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic at 310
Home Boulevard, Galesburg, Illinois, as
the Lane A. Evans VA Community
Based Outpatient Clinic.

We are here today to honor the life
and service of the late Congressman
Lane Evans by naming the new VA
community-based outpatient clinic in
Illinois after him. Congressman Evans
represented Illinois’ 17th District for
more than 20 years, was a champion of
veterans’ issues throughout his time in
Congress, and served as the ranking
member of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee for a decade.

Congressman Evans passed away this
year, at the age of 63, following a long
battle with Parkinson’s disease. One
way to honor Congressman Evans is to
recognize his legacy of service to vet-
erans in the community. It is in that
thought that we believe naming this
facility after him is a fitting tribute.

It is my pleasure to support S. 2921,
and I am grateful for the leadership
and support of Chairman MILLER,
Ranking Member MICHAUD, Senator
DURBIN, and the entire Illinois delega-
tion. I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring this great public servant by
supporting this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of bipartisan legislation that I
introduced last month to name the
Galesburg VA community-based out-
patient clinic in honor of former Con-
gressman Lane HEvans, who passed
away just last month. Lane served the
17th Congressional District of Illinois,
the district I now have the honor and
privilege of representing. He served it
with honor, humility, and hard work
for more than two decades.

A Marine Corps veteran himself,
Lane was a steadfast champion for our
men and women in uniform. A veteran
of the Vietnam war era, he served on
the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee
from his arrival in Washington to his
position as the committee’s ranking
member, a post he held for more than
10 years.

Lane Evans’ record on behalf of vet-
erans earned him the praise and re-
spect from veterans service organiza-
tions and his colleagues on both sides
of the aisle.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring the life and legacy of former
Congressman Lane Evans by desig-
nating the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs community-based outpatient clin-
ic located in Galesburg, Illinois, as the
Lane A. Evans Community Based Out-
patient Clinic.
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I first got to know Lane when I was
a young newspaper reporter covering
our region. Lane was always warm, ac-
cessible, and friendly to me. I inter-
viewed him many times about a num-
ber of different topics.

While he was young, with his trade-
mark boyish haircut, his quiet courage
and drive made him seem much older
than his age. Through my interactions
with him over the years and with those
who worked with him and those who he
touched through his service, I learned a
lot about the man and what he stood
for.

A proud native of Rock Island, the
son of a firefighter and a nurse, and an
Alleman High School and Augustana
College graduate, Lane truly rep-
resented everything that is right about
public service. He will be sorely missed
by all those he touched, and the legacy
of service that he provided will never
be forgotten.

The dedication of a veterans’ facility
in the heart of the district he rep-
resented is a fitting tribute and ac-
knowledgment of his career-long fight
to ensure that all veterans get the care
and the benefits that they have earned
and deserve.

I would like to thank the entire Illi-
nois delegation and the many Members
who served with Lane for supporting
this effort. In particular, I would like
to thank Chairman MILLER and Rank-
ing Member MICHAUD of the Veterans’
Affairs Committee here in the House
and their counterparts in the Senate,
Chairman SANDERS and Ranking Mem-
ber BURR, for bringing this forward. I
would also like to thank Senators KIRK
and DURBIN from Illinois for shep-
herding this bill through the Senate.

By renaming this VA clinic, we can
ensure that Lane Evans’ strong legacy
of service to our men and women in
uniform lives on in a facility that
serves them today. I urge my col-
leagues to join with me in supporting
this bipartisan legislation in honor of
the memory of Lane Evans.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
my good friend, CHRIS SMITH from New
Jersey.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you, Dr. ROE, for yielding and also for
helping bring this legislation to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of S. 2921, which would des-
ignate the VA community-based out-
patient clinic in Galesburg, Illinois, as
the Lane A. Evans VA Community
Based Outpatient Clinic.

As a cosponsor of the House version
of the bill, I appreciate the work that
both the House and Senate VA Com-
mittees have done and the leadership of
both Chambers to bring this bill to the
floor. I especially want to thank Sen-
ator DURBIN for authorizing this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. Speaker, for 24 years, Lane Evans
served with distinction as the Rep-
resentative of Illinois’ 17th Congres-
sional District. We mourn his tragic
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