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to be a reference to the
United States Courthouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 579.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

H.R. 579 designates the United States
courthouse located at 501 East Court
Street in Jackson, Mississippi, as the
R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house.

Mr. Brown was a civil rights lawyer
who worked against racial discrimina-
tion and was credited in the 1950s with
filing the first civil rights lawsuit in
the State of Mississippi.

A native of Oklahoma, Mr. Brown at-
tended Illinois State University, Indi-
ana University, and the Texas South-
ern University Law School. In the
1960s, he was one of only four African
American lawyers in the State of Mis-
sissippi and one of three who took civil
rights cases.

In 1962, he worked on behalf of James
Meredith, whose successful lawsuit al-
lowed him to be the first African Amer-
ican student to enroll at Ole Miss.
Later, Mr. Brown worked to fight
against discrimination in transpor-
tation and other public accommoda-
tions.

Given his dedication to the law and
his work in civil rights, it is appro-
priate to name this courthouse after
him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by yielding such time as
he may consume to the distinguished
gentleman from = Mississippi (Mr.
THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity
to speak on behalf of this bill, H.R. 579,
a bill to designate the United States
courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, as
the R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house.

Mr. Speaker, Richard Jess Brown was
born on September 12, 1912, in Coffey-
ville, Kansas. His parents, Ernestine
and Joe Brown, were jazz musicians
and performed in and managed a local
theater.

R. Jess Brown received a bachelor’s
of science in industrial arts from Illi-
nois State Normal University and a
master’s of science in industrial edu-
cation from Indiana University in
Bloomington, Indiana.

After teaching at Alcorn State Uni-
versity, R. Jess Brown moved to Jack-
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son, Mississippi, where he taught in-
dustrial arts at Lanier High School,
the only Black high school in the city
at the time. While teaching at Lanier,
R. Jess Brown became an intervening
plaintiff in a lawsuit that sought equal
pay for Black teachers in Jackson.

After teaching in Jackson, Jess at-
tended Texas Southern University law
school. Jess left the law school before
receiving his juris doctorate but was
able to return to Mississippi and pass
the Mississippi Bar in 1953.

Beginning his career in Vicksburg,
Mississippi, R. Jess Brown confined his
practice to cases involving divorces,
deeds, land titles, and other practices
that did not agitate White members of
the bar. However, after the Brown v.
Board of Education of Topeka ruling in
1954, Jess felt compelled to defend the
civil rights of African Americans.

In the fall of 1955, the conditions and
hardships endured by Black lawyers in
the courts led Mr. Brown and seven
other Black attorneys to establish the
Magnolia Bar Association.

Mr. Speaker, R. Jess Brown is cred-
ited with filing the first civil suit on
behalf of African Americans in the
State of Mississippi. That lawsuit, on
behalf of a Jefferson County minister,
challenged laws that prevented Blacks
from voting.

Mr. Speaker, Jess Brown has an ex-
tensive record as a civil rights lawyer.
His 1list of clients included Clyde
Kennard, who was charged with and
convicted of a fictitious crime while
attempting to desegregate the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi; James H.
Meredith, whose litigation ultimately
led to the integration of the University
of Mississippi; Dr. Gilbert Mason, who
led the effort to end racial segregation
on the beaches of Biloxi, Mississippi;
and civil rights icons Medgar Wiley
Evers and Dr. Aaron Henry.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Brown was admit-
ted to practice law before all Mis-
sissippi court systems, the TUnited
States District Court for the Northern
District of Mississippi, the TUnited
States District Court for the Southern
District of Mississippi, the TUnited
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit Court, and the United States
Supreme Court. Mr. Brown also served
on the executive board of the National
Bar Association for approximately 15
years.

On December 3, 1989, R. Jess Brown
died of cancer in Jackson, Mississippi,
at the age of 77.

Mr. Speaker, R. Jess Brown is well
deserving of this honor, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
H.R. 579.

Mr. PETRI. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I too rise in support of H.R. 579, to
designate the United States courthouse
in Jackson, Mississippi, as the R. Jess
Brown United States Courthouse.

R. Jess Brown was a towering figure
in the history of the civil rights move-
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ment in the South and especially in the
State of Mississippi. He was a native
son of Kansas, born in Coffeyville, Kan-
sas, and raised in Muskogee, OKkla-
homa. He attended law school at Texas
Southern University and practiced law
in Mississippi, starting in 1953 and con-
tinuing throughout the latter civil
rights era.

As associate counsel for the National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, the NAACP, Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, Mr. Brown
filed the first civil rights suit in Mis-
sissippi in the 1950s. The suit, filed in
Jefferson Davis County, sought the en-
forcement of the right of Black citizens
to become registered voters.

In 1961, Brown represented James
Meredith in his suit to be allowed to
enter the University of Mississippi. His
victory in this case opened the doors of
that university to all of Mississippi’s
citizens. While working with the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, Brown played a major role in
fighting discrimination in the areas of
transportation and other public accom-
modations.

During his lifetime, he received nu-
merous awards and honors, including
the NAACP’s Lawyer of the Year
Award; the National Bar Association C.
Francis Stradford Award, which is the
Bar Association’s highest award; and
the Mississippi Teachers Association’s
award for extraordinary service to edu-
cation in Mississippi.

R. Jess Brown will be remembered as
more than a brilliant attorney and
civil rights leader; he will also be re-
membered as a great American. As
such, it is fitting that the United
States courthouse in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, be designated the R. Jess
Brown United States Courthouse.

I support this legislation and urge all
of my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 579.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. I yield back the balance
of my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 579.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1600

JAMES L. OBERSTAR MEMORIAL
HIGHWAY

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4926) to designate the ‘“‘James L.
Oberstar Memorial Highway’’ and the
“James L. Oberstar National Scenic
Byway’’ in the State of Minnesota, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:



H8846

H.R. 4926

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The segment of Interstate Route 35 between
milepost 133 at Forest Lake, Minnesota, and
milepost 259 at Duluth, Minnesota, shall be
known and designated as the ‘“‘James L. Ober-
star Memorial Highway’’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United
States to the segment of Interstate Route 35 re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the ‘‘James L. Oberstar Memorial
Highway.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
before us, H.R. 4926.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4926. This bill designates the segment
of Interstate Route 35 between mile
post 133 at Forest Lake, Minnesota,
and mile post 259 at Duluth, Min-
nesota, as the James L. Oberstar Me-
morial Highway.

This is a small but well-deserved and
fitting tribute to a former colleague, a
leader for many years, first on the staff
of the Transportation Committee in
the House of Representatives, where he
was an aide, and then later succeeded
his predecessor in the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Honorable John
Blatnik, who represented the Iron
Range for many years, and I think who
also has a bridge and some other im-
portant locations named after him, and
then of course who served on the
Transportation Committee as an active
member, chairman of many of its sub-
committees and, ultimately, chairman
of the full committee for many, many
years.

I got to know Jim Oberstar person-
ally, and we were competitors on a lot
of issues, but we were also very much
friends. He was a person with strong
family values and a great sense of obli-
gation to the working people of the
Iron Range in northern Minnesota.

His father had worked on the mines,
one of many who came over from what
is now Yugoslavia to work in northern
Minnesota, creating enormous wealth
for our country, helping to build the
steel industry, and arm our Nation and
also build the railroads, materials and
all the rest, and who shared in that,
but only modestly, compared with
many, many others.
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He was a very interesting man with
many, many sterling qualities, a nat-
ural linguist. I have been at meetings
with Jim Oberstar where the French
Ambassador would say, ‘‘Now, where
did you learn French? You must have
lived in France.” “It was at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota,’”’ that is where he
learned French.

He also became a very good speaker
of the dialect that people speak down
in Haiti. He knew three or four other
languages. He had a natural facility for
languages.

Jim also had a great interest in
transportation policy and in history,
and I think, as someone said at his me-
morial service, he felt everyone that he
talked with shared the great love he
had for all the details and history and
facts of different situations, but he was
wrong, but if you were interested, it
was fascinating to spend time with Jim
Oberstar.

He loved the outdoors. He fought to
make sure that the lakes and rivers of
northern Minnesota and the Boundary
Waters and so on were, to the extent
possible, properly managed for the en-
vironment, but also available for the
working people of that area for their
recreation and all the rest, rather than
just a few.

He was an example for many of us
who served in this House of dedication
and putting country and his citizens
before self, and he liked to have fun. I
had many opportunities to share his
love for the outdoors on bicycle trips
and other occasions. He was Kkind
enough to come to my district on a
number of occasions to help encourage
support for different facilities in our
area.

He was always a real gentleman, so
far as I was concerned in dealing with
him, and an example of people who
serve in this House from varying back-
grounds who have definite and strong
feelings, but also who try to make sure
that, at the end of the day, they work
with people with whom they disagree
in order to accomplish something good
for our country, and so Jim is sorely
missed.

This is a small but fitting memorial
for him, and I am sure that he and his
wife, Jean, appreciate the fact that the
Congress is taking this action today.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin by
thanking the gentleman from Wis-
consin for his kind words on behalf of
not just the Oberstar family, but all
the citizens of Minnesota—very Kind,
very appropriate, and greatly appre-
ciated.

Mr. Speaker, I yield, to begin with,
to the gentleman from Minnesota, Rep-
resentative COLLIN PETERSON, a senior
member of the Minnesota congres-
sional delegation and our distinguished
colleague.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this legislation
and also want to thank the gentleman
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from Wisconsin for his kind words on
behalf of the family and the people of
the State.

Jim Oberstar passed away this year,
as we all know, and we lost a great ad-
vocate for transportation and infra-
structure. He and I served together for
many years in this Congress, and we
worked closely together as representa-
tives of rural districts in Minnesota.
One thing that I really admired about
Congressman Oberstar, he wasn’t
afraid to take tough positions and do
what he thought was right.

As chairman of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, he sup-
ported an increase in the gas tax, so
that we could ensure long-term sus-
tainable funding for our Nation’s trans-
portation needs. That is one thing he
and I both agreed on, and I know he
met strong resistance for expressing
those views.

Beyond his work on the committee,
Congressman Oberstar was passionate
about his district and the people he
represented. He was a tireless advo-
cate, and he made sure that the Eighth
District had a voice through his leader-
ship and in the caucus.

Mr. Speaker, the legacy of Jim Ober-
star will live on in Minnesota and
across the country for decades to come,
and I know that he would be proud to
have this highway and national scenic
byway in Minnesota named in his
memory, and as has been indicated, we
will all miss his tremendous expertise
and advocacy for transportation in this
country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of this legislation.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, there are a
lot of stories we could tell about the
Jim Oberstar, and I think it is prob-
ably not fully appropriate to do that at
this time but just to say that he was a
self-made person, he had great intellec-
tual abilities, and he used them well on
behalf of his constituents, his State,
and our country.

He had an ability, I think, to work
very well with people with whom he
would disagree on some issues. He was
a man of faith and believed that, at the
end of the day, we are all sinners, we
couldn’t expect perfection. There is
going to be a certain disagreement
there, but, at the other hand, there are
some redeeming qualities in us human
beings too, and let’s look for those and
work with others.

Mr. Speaker, I, again, thank my col-
leagues for bringing this legislation
forward. I have no further requests for
time, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield to ELEANOR HOLMES NOR-
TON.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend for yielding, and I
thank my good friend, Mr. PETRI,
whom I deeply regret seeing leave the
Congress, as well, because he has con-
tributed so very much to this Congress,
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particularly in the field of which we
speak today.

Of very few Members can it be said
that they grew up in the Congress. One
could almost say that about Jim Ober-
star who came here as a legislative as-
sistant to the Public Works Com-
mittee, then ultimately became its
chief of staff, and then decided that he
could do the whole thing and become a
Member of Congress from the Eighth
District of Minnesota.

By the time Jim came to the Con-
gress, he had such an early start that
he already knew probably all anyone
would expect any Member to know.
This early start led to what can only
be called breathtaking knowledge and,
ultimately, achievements in the trans-
portation and infrastructure field.

He became not only my mentor but,
literally, the personal mentor of every
Member on each side of the aisle and,
ultimately, a mentor to any Member of
Congress who wanted to know anything
about the Nation’s transportation and
infrastructure.

At the bottom, Mr. Speaker, trans-
portation and infrastructure is a very
technical and specialized field. It takes
hard work and brilliance to become a
master of the roads, bridges, infra-
structure, and bike and running trails
of this country, let alone the complex-
ities of intermodalism. It was a marvel
to see Jim go at intermodalism. I had
the opportunity to see him offer vision-
ary leadership on intermodalism here
with Union Station in Washington,
D.C., and around the country.

Mr. Speaker, Jim came to sub-
committee hearings almost all the
time and participated in these hearings
with the same depth as the chair of the
subcommittee. He never let his ency-
clopedic knowledge wither.

Mr. Speaker, I have been on the com-
mittee ever since I came to Congress in
1991. I can say without any compunc-
tion that, if you were around Jim, no
matter where you sat in the committee
room, you could not avoid his kind-
ness, his warmth, and his depth. Some-
times Jim may have told you more
than you wanted to know about trans-
portation and infrastructure, but at
the end of the day, you were glad that
you listened because you heard him
speak, sometimes playfully, in
French—he always understood you had
better keep using what you once had—
but always offering the benefits of his
knowledge, and using his great intel-
lectual and personal gifts to bring us
all in to the field he had mastered. No
wonder Minnesota elected him to serve
so long that he became the longest
serving Member from the State.

As we struggle still for a highway
bill, I hope we will not forget this great
Member who began as an ironworker,
worked himself through college as an
ironworker, organized unions, and
never forgot the roots from which he
came, and yet came to this Congress
and made himself a friend of anyone
who would listen.

I am pleased to be associated with
this bill.
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Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask the House
of Representatives to join me in honoring
former Congressman James Louis “Jim”
Oberstar, my friend and mentor, and mentor to
thousands. Jim represented the 8th district of
Minnesota for 18 terms, from 1975 until 2011,
but his breathtaking knowledge and achieve-
ments on transportation and infrastructure
made him the nation’s mentor on these
issues.

Born in Chisholm, Minnesota in 1934, Jim
was the son of an iron miner and shirt factory
worker. He learned at an early age the power
of organizing workers to fight for fair wages
and safe workplaces, and never forgot his
roots in the working class and in the organiza-
tions they asked to represent them at the bar-
gaining table. Jim worked in the Minnesota
mines to fund his college education, grad-
uating from the College at St. Thomas in St.
Paul with degrees in French and political
science.

In 1963, Jim started his career on the Cap-
itol Hill. He worked as legislative assistant and
chief of staff for former Congressman John
Blatnik, who represented Minnesota’s 8th dis-
trict at the time. He also served as chief of
staff of the House Committee on Transpor-
tation and Public Works for many years. In
1974, Jim was elected to the House, where he
was fully prepared to use his already well-de-
veloped knowledge of transportation and infra-
structure as a member on the House Com-
mittee on Transportation and Public Works.

Jim contributed to the work of building and
rebuilding the nation’s transportation sys-
tems—its road and bridge networks, and, as a
cyclist himself, its bike and running trails. Jim’s
encyclopedic knowledge of the field led him to
master the complexities associated with inter-
modalism, the transportation wave of the fu-
ture. His work, for example, to make the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s Union Station truly inter-
modal, still in progress, will always be em-
blematic of his visionary leadership.

From the moment | joined the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, in 1991, |
learned from Jim Oberstar and felt his warmth,
kindness and depth. Jim not only led us, he
nurtured us. Whether smiling as he playfully
spoke French or offering the benefits of his
commonsense knowledge, Jim’s intellectual
and personal gifts left us admiring him as a
person and in awe of his knowledge and un-
derstanding of the field as a professional.
Jim’s outstanding work in the Congress led
the people of Minnesota to make him the long-
est serving House member from their state,
and Jim served the nation with special distinc-
tion at the same time.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to join me in
honoring Jim Oberstar for his many accom-
plishments for the 8th district of Minnesota
and for his devotion to our nation’s transpor-
tation and infrastructure.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

It is truly a great honor for me to
present to the House this bill to name
the stretch of Interstate Highway I-35
from Forest Lake, Minnesota, to Du-
luth, Minnesota, on behalf of the late
former chairman of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, James
Oberstar.

I do so in the spirit of bipartisanship
that Jim epitomized on behalf of the
entire Minnesota delegation, all of
whom have sponsored this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, I will never forget the
moment in January 2013 when Jim en-
tered this Chamber for the first time as
a former Member of the Congress. He
walked quietly through the side door
here, and one by one, his colleagues
here in this Chamber, Democrats and
Republicans alike, noticed him and
began to spontaneously applaud Jim
Oberstar in welcoming him back to the
Congress.

I, quite frankly, have never seen any-
thing quite like it, and this gesture of
appreciation for the way Jim Oberstar
brought us together through his bipar-
tisan leadership and example was one
of the more heartwarming and impor-
tant experiences that I have seen take
place here in this Chamber.

0O 1615

Jim was an idea guy. As TOM men-
tioned, it didn’t matter to him if an
idea came from a Republican or a Dem-
ocrat. The only thing that mattered to
him was whether or not it was a good
idea. If you had an idea, Jim wanted to
hear it, and he was ready to work with
you to make it happen if he thought it
was a good idea.

And that was particularly true with
respect to the building and rebuilding
and expanding our interstate highway
system that he had worked on, as it
was pointed out here, as a staff mem-
ber to that committee earlier in his
life for the sole purpose of connecting
every corner of this great Nation to-
gether from border to border and from
sea to sea.

Through recessions, through budget
deficits, through gas shortages and
challenges of every kind, Jim Oberstar
never wavered in his support for the
interstate highway system because he
understood how vital it is to our abil-
ity to create good jobs, to literally
drive our economy forward and create
the atmosphere for successful business
and job creation.

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, 1
ask our colleagues to honor Jim Ober-
star by naming the stretch of I-35 that
serves as the gateway to the district he
so ably represented for 36 years and
designate it as the James L. Oberstar
Memorial Highway.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
all Members to support this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4926, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to designate a seg-
ment of Interstate Route 35 in the
State of Minnesota as the ‘James L.
Oberstar Memorial Highway’.” .

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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JOSEPH F. WEIS JR. UNITED
STATES COURTHOUSE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. b5146) to designate the United
States courthouse located as 700 Grant
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as
the ““Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States
Courthouse”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
700 Grant Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, shall be known and designated as the
“Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States Court-
house”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr.
United States Courthouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
before us, H.R. 5146.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5146 designates the
United States courthouse located at 700
Grant Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, as the Joseph F. Weis Jr. United
States Courthouse.

Joseph F. Weis, Jr., served as a Fed-
eral judge on the United States Court
of Appeals on the Third Circuit from
1973 until assuming senior status in
1988, and he served in that capacity
until his death earlier this year in 2014.
Prior to his appointment to the U.S.
Court of Appeals, Judge Weis was ap-
pointed to the United States District
Court for the Western District of Penn-
sylvania. Prior to his appointment to
the Federal bench, he served as a judge
on the Court of Common Pleas of Alle-
gheny County and was in the private
practice of law.

Judge Weis also served as a captain
in the United States Army during the
Second World War and is interred in
Arlington National Cemetery. Given
Judge Weis’ service and dedication to
the law, it is fitting to name this
courthouse after him.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
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gentleman from Pennsylvania
DOYLE).

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time and for his support of the legisla-
tion during consideration in the com-
mittee. I also want to thank every
member of the Pennsylvania delega-
tion who cosponsored this bill with me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5146, legislation which would of-
ficially designate the Federal court-
house in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, my
home district, as the Joseph F. Weis
Jr. United States Courthouse.

This would be fitting recognition for
an individual who served his country so
well, first as a soldier and then as an
outstanding jurist. Throughout his 91
years of life, Joseph F. Weis, Jr., served
our country with humility, integrity,
and an unfailing sense of duty. As a
young man, he enlisted in the Army
shortly after Pearl Harbor. Reflecting
on that decision later in life, he said
plainly: “It was the thing to do. The
country was at war, and I felt I should
be out there doing my share.”

He was awarded the Bronze Star for
Valor and a Purple Heart with oakleaf
cluster after sustaining multiple inju-
ries over the course of his service.

Upon returning back home, Joe Weis
pursued a legal career, joining his fa-
ther’s practice after graduating from
the University of Pittsburgh Law
School in 1950. After becoming a re-
spected trial lawyer, he was elected to
the Allegheny County Court of Com-
mon Pleas in 1968 as the first choice on
both the Democratic and Republican
ballots. As a judge, he quickly devel-
oped a reputation for patience and hard
work. He always strove to improve our
judicial system, advocating for innova-
tive courthouse technologies and en-
forcement of judicial ethics.

Two years later, Judge Weis was ap-
pointed to the Federal bench, and in
1973 he was appointed to the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit, one step below the Su-
preme Court. He served on that court
for 40 years, retiring just last year
when he was 90 years old. He was recog-
nized for his outstanding service on the
bench with the Devitt Award, the high-
est honor given to Federal judges.

Amidst this remarkable list of ac-
complishments, he was known perhaps
most of all for the strength of his char-
acter. ‘“He is, if anything, an overly
modest and unassuming individual,”
said the University of Pittsburgh chan-
cellor at his Devitt Award ceremony.

Joe Weis was equally beloved by his
colleagues and his law clerks, who to
this day still call themselves the ‘“‘Weis
guys.”

The life of Joseph F. Weis, Jr., is a
model that all public servants should
aspire to emulate. Naming this Federal
courthouse in his honor is a fitting way
to recognize his long, faithful, and ex-
tremely capable service to our country,
to inspire trust in the Federal justice
system which he served for so long and
with great integrity, and to provide fu-

(Mr.
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ture generations with an outstanding
example of a great public servant. I
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation to name the
Federal courthouse in Pittsburgh in his
honor.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and
thank Congressman DOYLE for that fit-
ting tribute to Judge Weis. Because of
Judge Weis’ dedicated service to the
legal community and his exemplary
time as a jurist in Pittsburgh, it is fit-
ting to name the courthouse in his
honor.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to join
me in passing H.R. 5146.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time. I urge all of
my colleagues to support the legisla-
tion before us.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5146.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SENATOR PAUL SIMON WATER
FOR THE WORLD ACT OF 2013

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2901) to strengthen imple-
mentation of the Senator Paul Simon
Water for the Poor Act of 2005 by im-
proving the capacity of the United
States Government to implement, le-
verage, and monitor and evaluate pro-
grams to provide first-time or im-
proved access to safe drinking water,
sanitation, and hygiene to the world’s
poorest on an equitable and sustainable
basis, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2901

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-
TENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Senator Paul Simon Water for the
World Act of 2013”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings.

Sec. 3. Sense of Congress.

Sec. 4. Purpose.

Sec. 5. Improving coordination and over-

sight of safe water, sanitation,
and hygiene projects and activi-
ties.
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