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murder and the horrendous conclusions 
drawn by the grand jury and the atro-
cious acts of the Governor of Missouri, 
the problem of the color line is pre-
eminent. Justice for Michael Brown 
still has not occurred. Police brutality 
is still the main issue that we have re-
garding the establishment. Young 
Black men are still being murdered by 
police even today. 

New York City, Eric Garner, a father 
of six, the grand jury could not even re-
spond adequately to the evidence that 
everyone who has eyes to see can see 
that this man, Eric Garner, was choked 
to death by racist police in New York 
City. 

Even today, Trayvon Martin still 
cries out for justice in this Nation, 
even today. 

And there have been so many, from 
border to border, the North, South, 
East, and West. Young Black men are 
being murdered in the streets by law 
enforcement who know beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that they can kill 
young Black men and that the culture 
of the police across this Nation won’t 
protect them, that they will not be 
called to answer for their atrocious ac-
tions for the killing of young Black 
men, be they students, be they fathers, 
be they 12-year-old babies, such as 
what happened in Cleveland. 

When will the lunacy end? The lu-
nacy that is in law enforcement must 
come to a screeching halt. The police 
and the police departments all across 
this Nation are not viewed as officer 
friendly, are not viewed as protectors 
who serve and protect. They are viewed 
as occupying forces who are at war 
with young Black men. That is the lu-
nacy that we are confronted with even 
today. 

So, Mr. Speaker, Members of the 
House, for the last 45 years, I have car-
ried in my heart, in my spirit, the pain, 
the agony of losing my great friend and 
my great leader, Fred Hampton. Yes, 
he inspires me in my daily walks, but 
there is still pain that I carry with me 
in my heart. I won’t forget, and I won’t 
allow this Nation to ever forget as long 
as there is breath in my body, the leg-
acy and the life of this 21-year-old 
American revolutionary, this simple 
yet brilliant man, this man who had in-
surmountable courage, the man who 
could move crowds with his eloquence 
and his sincerity, the man who had not 
even reached the fruit of his promise 
and potential, who was murdered, as-
sassinated after he was drugged the 
night before, the man who was wound-
ed in his bed and an animal, an armed 
animal walked in the room and fired 
two bullets in his head and said: He is 
good and dead now. 

We can’t forget. We have to remem-
ber. We have to keep a fire lit. 

Only when we can deal with justice 
for everybody can we ever achieve the 
greatness that we have promised each 
other. Don’t leave young Black men, 
young Hispanic men, don’t leave them 
out of the equation. When you speak 
about justice and the greatness of this 

Nation, include them in in meaningful 
ways; not with just platitudes but with 
everyday practices, include them in. 

Mr. Speaker, I have come this 
evening because we have to embrace 
the truth, and Scripture tells us: Know 
ye the truth, and the truth shall set 
you free. 
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Today, Mike Brown, Eric Garner, 
Trayvon Martin, and a young 12-year- 
old lad from Cleveland are crying from 
their graves. They want justice. The 
young people who are marching 
throughout the Nation want justice. 
And I want to say to those young peo-
ple, fight on, march on, protest on, and 
don’t stop. I believe in the power of the 
youth, the power of the youth won’t 
stop. 

Fred Hampton lives today in the 
hearts, the minds, and the spirits of 
some of these young people today who 
are taking to the streets in protest of 
police brutality here in our Nation, po-
lice murder here in our Nation. 

I say to you that Chairman Fred, my 
friend, Chairman Fred still lives. His 
spirit permeates the minds and hearts 
of all justice-seeking people, particu-
larly the young people, even today. 

Mr. Speaker, may I ask how much 
time do I have remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 6 minutes remaining. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I would love 
to ask my colleague from Chicago, Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS, I yield to him. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. 
Thank you, my friend and colleague, 
Congressman RUSH for calling this Spe-
cial Order. I have thought that I 
wouldn’t be able to be here, but I actu-
ally changed my schedule. I want to 
commend you for calling this Special 
Order and especially for the subject 
which you have addressed. 

As I listened to you, I thought about 
the fact that the day of the assassina-
tion, my friend, Frank Lipscomb, and I 
went through the apartment. We saw 
the blood on the sheets, we saw the 
bullet holes, and we saw the tape. We 
were young schoolteachers, becoming 
activist-oriented, caught up in what 
was taking place in our country. I am 
so grateful that you were not there be-
cause had you been, in all probability, 
not only would we be talking about 
Fred and Mark, but we would also be 
talking about BOBBY RUSH. But I do be-
lieve that the good Lord spared you 
and somehow or another took you in 
another direction at that moment so 
that 45 years later we could look at and 
appreciate the many public contribu-
tions that you have made in efforts to 
try and make this world a better place, 
a more just place, a place where all life 
could be considered sacred. 

The location is in my congressional 
district, the district that I represent, 
the district that I serve, less than a 
mile away. The building that I inhabit 
as a district office has a mural on the 
wall on the side of the building of 
Chairman Fred. His son, Fred, Jr., 

Fred’s mother, and members of their 
organization come with regularity to 
pay homage and tribute. Of course, 
Fred’s mother, brother, and sister live 
in my district in Maywood, Illinois. 
Never does a year go by when they 
don’t have some event, some activity, 
some groupings of progressive-thinking 
people who come and spend time at 
their home talking about progressive 
causes and progressive issues. 

It is kind of interesting that here we 
are 45 years later when law enforce-
ment misconduct and police brutality 
are all at the forefront of issues plagu-
ing our society today. I think the one 
thing that Fred’s life and legacy has 
taught us is that freedom is a hard-won 
thing. Each generation has to win it 
and win it again. So when we look at 
what is taking place in St. Louis, in 
Chicago, in Ferguson, in Cleveland, in 
New York, and in Florida, all across 
the country, it tells us what Frederick 
Douglass taught, and that is that 
struggle, struggle, strife, and pain are 
the prerequisites for change. If there is 
no struggle, then there is no progress. 
Fred taught us that struggle must con-
tinue even to the last breath of injus-
tice. 

So we commend you, just as we com-
mend your friends, Fred and Mark, for 
the leadership that you have provided 
in trying to help make America the 
America that has never been but all of 
us know must and will be. 

I thank you for calling this Special 
Order. 

Mr. RUSH. Well, I want to thank my 
friend and colleague, DANNY K. DAVIS, 
from my home State, my former city 
council colleague and my compatriot 
in all things that are in the nature of 
justice, equality, and standing for the 
goodness of not only this Nation. 

I just want to say to you when you 
mentioned me, I just have to, in a hum-
ble way, the most humble way—and it 
didn’t have anything to do with me. I 
am a devout Christian, a pastor, theo-
logian, seminary graduate, and pastor 
of a church, so I know it wasn’t me, but 
I have had to remind you and others 
that the very next morning after De-
cember 4, on December 5, which iron-
ically was my mother’s birthday, the 
police came to my apartment to kill 
me and shot my door down, but I had 
gone underground. 

f 

THE EXECUTIVE AMNESTY 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2014 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEADOWS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I won’t 
take long, but I wanted to address the 
bills that we took up late today. First 
we voted on H.R. 5759. This is the bill 
exactly as it appears. We always have 
copies of the bill that we vote on that 
are out here in the Speaker’s Lobby so 
you can grab them as you come in here 
and see what we are voting on. But 
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what this did not reflect was the excep-
tions, the provisions that were added 
last night that had to be added by hand 
here on the floor so that as I tried to 
talk to my colleagues here on the floor 
and pointed out that our Republican 
leadership had added an exception, 
they didn’t know that, and I had to 
show them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I felt it was impor-
tant to explain why a bill that I was 
listed as a cosponsor on ended up with 
my voting ‘‘no’’ on it, because it was a 
good bill. My friend, TED YOHO, is a 
good man. He is a very dear friend. I 
think the world of him, and he had a 
good bill here. The purpose is, it says, 
‘‘to establish a rule of construction 
clarifying the limitations on executive 
authority to provide certain forms of 
immigration relief.’’ 

It was basically to make clear that 
the President had no authority to do 
what he did when he started granting 
amnesty-type work permits to 5 mil-
lion people who were unauthorized 
aliens, as the law calls them. My friend 
Congressman YOHO’s bill was entitled 
the Executive Amnesty Prevention Act 
of 2014. The title was changed by lead-
ership, and it became the Preventing 
Executive Overreach on Immigration 
Act, and the exception that was 
added—and I won’t read the whole 
thing—in part the exception says that 
basically this law that was passed by 
the House this evening shall apply ex-
cept for humanitarian purposes where 
the aliens are at imminent risk of seri-
ous bodily harm or death. 

Now, I don’t personally think that 
exception applies right now, but this 
administration has been using similar 
exceptions like that to grant amnesty 
in the way of asylum and refugee sta-
tus to people that should not have got-
ten it, but they are already claiming 
this exception. So it is kind of like 
what happened at the end of July when 
our leadership, we had some great prin-
ciples all Republicans agreed on re-
garding dealing with the border issue, 
the immigration issues, all of us agreed 
on the principles, but nobody got to see 
the bill until late Tuesday. I finished 
reading it about 2 a.m. and then got up 
at 5 a.m. and reread it, and it was a dis-
aster. It was a de facto amnesty bill. 
So we only had 1 day basically to get 
the word out that this is a bad bill be-
cause we voted on Thursday, and by 
Thursday, people had awakened, real-
ized it was a de facto amnesty bill, we 
got it fixed, so very late Friday night 
around 10 p.m. or so, we passed a good 
border bill. 

I know that is news to the President 
because nobody let him know. He 
didn’t know the House had actually 
acted. But on this one, by adding that 
exception, I know the President issued 
a veto threat, but he probably didn’t 
know about the exception being added 
either, because if you saw the official 
printout of the bill, it didn’t include 
that exception. But if the Senate came 
through and passed this same bill with 
that exception, the President could ac-

tually claim that this exception on 
here legalizes what he had done ille-
gally as an executive amnesty provi-
sion to give these work permits. So the 
bill that I was willing to cosponsor 
completely changed in the addition of 
that exception. It wasn’t just the title 
that changed. 

On the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, BUCK MCKEON worked very 
hard on that bill. The people on Armed 
Services worked very hard. I was very 
proud of them. They got things in that 
bill that we have been fighting for. For 
example, Fort Hood was not workplace 
violence. That was an act of war 
against our military members. The law 
should have reflected it, and the Presi-
dent should have reflected it. But, in-
stead, those military members, those 
patriots of ours, had been mistreated. 
They have not been given the Purple 
Heart they deserved. They have not 
been given the benefits they deserved, 
and that needed to be fixed. That fix 
got in this NDAA, and I am very grate-
ful to BUCK MCKEON for getting that in 
there. 

Another problem, we have had this 
administration going after chaplains 
for saying things like ‘‘in Jesus’ 
name.’’ They pray in Jesus’ name be-
cause as a Christian, Jesus said, if you 
pray in My name, then it will be an-
swered—but not always ‘‘yes.’’ So chap-
lains were told it doesn’t matter what 
your religious beliefs are, you can’t 
pray in Jesus’ name, and we have got 
to get rid of all the crosses. The place 
I reported to every morning for 4 years 
at Fort Benning had a chapel across 
the street. Under the orders I had seen, 
apparently they would have to remove 
their crosses. 
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Well, the provision in the NDAA ex-
tended religious freedom to our chap-
lains. It should have been a no-brainer, 
shouldn’t have been required to have 
been said, but in this administration, it 
did. 

Also, something that many of us 
have had problems with was the Au-
thorization for Use of Military Force 
going back to September 2001, after the 
9/11 attacks. It gave the President way 
too much power. 

Some thought it was the NDAA that 
gave too much power, but actually, it 
was the AUMF. We amended that. The 
Gohmert amendment help amend that, 
but I feel a lot better under this NDAA 
because the AUMF is finally not con-
tinued anymore, so that was a good 
thing. 

The problem is the NDAA—this mas-
sive National Defense Authorization 
Act that is a big, important bill—got 
to the Rules Committee last night. We 
didn’t have a chance to read it. I am 
anal enough, I actually try to read 
these important bills, and I didn’t have 
time to read this bill. 

What happened to our 72-hour prom-
ise? Well, actually, it was a 3-day 
promise, and that has been whittled 
down since then, but we didn’t have the 

3 days that were originally promised by 
Republicans. 

I knew the bill increased TRICARE 
costs. I wasn’t happy about that. I 
voted no against a process that takes 
something as important as our na-
tional defense and said, ‘‘Here you go, 
here is the whole thing, trust us. Vote 
for it.’’ We didn’t have a chance to re-
view it. 

Were there any powers in this thing 
given additionally to the NSA? Is there 
any more power to spy on Americans 
under this bill? I don’t know. I couldn’t 
vote for a bill that was launched on us 
last night that is this important, and I 
deeply regret it with the good things 
that were in here. 

There were numerous good things, 
well thought out, but you can’t push a 
bill this important on us, especially 
when we know there are problems, we 
just don’t get a chance to find them. 
Can’t vote yes—I couldn’t in good con-
science vote yes. 

One additional irony, Mr. Speaker, I 
had run for Republican Study Com-
mittee chair, and I knew if I were 
elected chair of the Republican Study 
Committee, I would still vote as rep-
resentative of my district in Texas, but 
I also knew if I were representing a ma-
jority of the feelings of the Republican 
Study Committee, I should not and 
would not be in a position to speak out 
as boldly against a majority of the peo-
ple in my organization. 

Maybe it is fortunate I am not the 
RSC chair, so I am here to complain 
about the abuses when they happen by 
our own leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DWAYNE 
ALONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege to address you here on the 
floor of the United States House of 
Representatives, and I always appre-
ciate that opportunity to come here 
and voice some of the things that are 
expressions often of the voices of my 
district and also the voices of Iowans, 
the voices of the American people. 

I happen to live in a place that is the 
best place in the world to live and raise 
a family. The anchor of the values that 
are there and the culture in the neigh-
borhood are reflected in the people. 

I rise today, and I come to the floor 
to express my sadness at the passing of 
a very, very good friend and a great 
man, Dwayne Alons. Dwayne Alons 
passed away Saturday night after a 
short but brutal illness with cancer. 

His life meant so much to so many of 
us. He lived in Sioux County. Sioux 
County is that place where I would 
think, if I would go to sleep and wake 
up in the park in Sioux County, I 
would think I might have died and 
gone to heaven. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:29 Dec 05, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00297 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K04DE7.084 H04DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T16:16:34-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




