H8230

I believe so strongly in what they
have done that I will have flags flown
over the Capitol of the United States of
America in honor of each of those play-
ers, and I will pay for the flags with my
personal U.S. dollars.

I also want to mention something
that happened this morning on the
Morning Joe show. The question was
posed: “What is wrong with these peo-
ple? Don’t they know that this is a
lie?”” meaning what happened in Fer-
guson in terms of the hands up; don’t
shoot.

I want to tell you what is wrong with
these people. These people refuse to ac-
cept an invidious whitewash. I will say
more about this tomorrow when I will
have 5 minutes around 10 a.m. or some-
time shortly thereafter, because I want
the American people to know that
there are some people who are willing
to take a stand.

——————

WE MUST ACT NOW TO INCREASE
SANCTIONS ON IRAN

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the adminis-
tration’s recent decision to extend
talks with Iran into 2015. Iran is simply
stalling and buying time, time that we
and our closest ally in the region,
Israel, do not have.

Many months ago, when sanctions
were starting to have an impact on
Iran, the administration relaxed them.
All we have to show for these weakened
sanctions is months of stalled talks.

It is long overdue to increase the
pressure on Iran. I call for new and im-
mediate sanctions with the teeth to
force Iran to give up its nuclear ambi-
tions. Without new pressures, Iran
won’t see any reason to change its cur-
rent course. Congress must act now in
increasing sanctions to prevent Iran
from developing nuclear weapons.

———

DELIVERING RESULTS TO THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday a reporter asked me to
comment on whether Speaker BOEHNER
will be able to make his mark in the
next Congress, with the largest House
majority for his party since 1929. My
thoughts: stand and deliver. If the
Speaker wants to work, there is noth-
ing stopping him. Democrats stand
ready to work with him to tackle many
of the challenges facing American fam-
ilies.

In many ways, our economy has
shown incredible resilience of late.
GDP and job growth are up, but, unfor-
tunately, many still don’t feel like
things are getting any better. It is long
past time that we come together and
enact policies that will help hard-
working families instead of pandering
to special interests.
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This election saw the worst voter
turnout in 72 years because Americans
didn’t think we could get anything
done for them. Let’s show that we can.
I hope we will use the remaining weeks
in this Congress to show that we are
capable of delivering results to the
American people.

ACHIEVING BETTER LIFE
EXPERIENCE ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Achiev-
ing Better Life Experience Act, com-
monly known as the ABLE Act.

In our Nation, we believe that every-
one should have the opportunity to re-
alize their dreams, that each American
should be able to have the tools and ca-
pabilities to build a bright future. Yet
millions of families in our country
struggle with the challenges of raising
children with special needs like autism
and Down syndrome.

The ABLE Act doesn’t put more bur-
dens on the government or grow bu-
reaucratic Federal programs; rather, it
provides families with the opportunity
to invest their own earnings in the care
for their disabled children, like edu-
cation, transportation, and other tools
that help prepare their children for a
future of independent living, without
having to be taxed on those savings.
These flexible savings tools will help
families maintain greater financial se-
curity as they strive to raise their chil-
dren to contribute to society in produc-
tive ways.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleagues in the House to stand up for
these families, like Rachel Mast and
her family in Kansas, to ensure that we
do everything to fight for their future,
too.

———

TERRORISM RISK INSURANCE ACT

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, after 9/11, this Con-
gress came together, and we came to-
gether to put our economy back on
track. We passed TRIA, the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act.

Now TRIA is set to expire in just 4
weeks, and we desperately need a long-
term reauthorization of this important
economic tool that has brought sta-
bility to businesses and to our econ-
omy. We cannot kick the can down the
road again by pushing a short-term ex-
tension of TRIA.

In fact, just last night, 45 Repub-
licans signed a letter opposing a short-
term extension of TRIA. All of the
Democrats already oppose an extension
of a short-term reauthorization of
TRIA. This united position should take
the issue off the table.

While some Members have insisted
that the House can’t waive the CutGo
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rule to pass TRIA, I think it is impor-
tant to note that the House has waived
it 18 times; and we traditionally waive
it for emergency spending, which is
what TRIA is: spending in the wake of
a terrorist attack.

Please come together and pass a
long-term reauthorization for our eco-
nomic growth.

————
POLICE TRAINING

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
the wake of Trayvon Martin’s tragic
death, the Nation waits. Young people
wait. I could give a long litany. But
certainly Michael Brown has galva-
nized us from north to south, from east
to west.

I stand with the young men, among
many others, of the St. Louis Rams
and the young people that I have seen
taking to the streets nonviolently,
peacefully. Today I rise to thank them
and to applaud them as Americans de-
serving of honor and respect. But they
wait. So I believe that it is important
that we work with those who are as-
signed and in uniform to protect and
serve.

As a member of the House Judiciary
Committee, I have stood alongside law
enforcement, but now it is important
that we realize that the system is not
cracked but broken. There must be a
complete overhaul of the training of
local police in the nooks and crannies
of America. There must be a reform of
the system which provides the funding
to local jurisdictions simply by traffic
stops and foot citations. That is what
geared Officer Wilson in the wrong di-
rection. And finally, Mr. Speaker,
there must be training to protect offi-
cers but to know when to use deadly
force.

Deadly force was not warranted; it
was not required in the life and the loss
of Michael Brown. There must be solu-
tions, Mr. Speaker, for those young
people that are out in the streets pro-
testing. We cannot have a lopsided jus-
tice system.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 2, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2014 at 11:03 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2203.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

PEST MANAGEMENT RECORDS
MODERNIZATION ACT

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 5714) to
permit commercial applicators of pes-
ticides to create, retain, submit, and
convey pesticide application-related
records, reports, data, and other infor-
mation in electronic form.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5714

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pest Man-

agement Records Modernization Act’.

SEC. 2. USE OF ELECTRONIC RECORDS BY COM-
MERCIAL APPLICATORS OF PES-
TICIDES TO COMPLY WITH RECORD-
KEEPING AND REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.

Section 1491 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
136i-1) is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

“(h) ELECTRONIC RECORDKEEPING AND RE-
PORTING.—Notwithstanding any contrary
provision of Federal, State, or local law,
commercial applicators of pesticides, includ-
ing commercial applicators of restricted use
pesticides, may create, retain, submit, and
convey a pesticide application-related
record, report, data, or other information in
electronic form in order to satisfy any re-
quirement for such creation, retention, sub-
mission, or conveyance, respectively, under
any Federal, State, or local law.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that all Members may have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on the bill, H.R. 5714.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my
good friend from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ)
for being here to help with this bill
today. I also want to thank my good
friend and colleague from Oregon, Rep-
resentative KURT SCHRADER, for his
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leadership on this important piece of
legislation.

I rise today in support of H.R. 5714,
the Pest Management Records Mod-
ernization Act.

Under the current law, the United
States Department of Agriculture re-
quires businesses that apply pesticides
to maintain and provide access to
records on their use, including the
product name, amount, approximate
date of application, and the location of
application of each pesticide used.

While most States allow pesticide ap-
plicator businesses to convey informa-
tion electronically to customers as a
way to comply with consumer informa-
tion requirements, a few States still re-
quire that the information be provided
in paper or hard copy format. The chal-
lenge posed to the industry is not the
longstanding consumer information re-
quirements themselves but, rather, the
very limited transmission options in
certain States.

Today, businesses in virtually all sec-
tors of the economy are going paperless
as a way to save costs, increase effi-
ciencies, and, yes, fulfill the range of
local, State, and Federal regulatory re-
quirements in a timely and proficient
manner. Unfortunately, the transition
to a paperless office for many pest
management and other pesticide appli-
cator businesses is more difficult than
anticipated because of the decades-old
State consumer information require-
ments that mandate transmission of
such documents be via paper or hard
copy. These requirements are espe-
cially disruptive for paperless compa-
nies that operate in multiple States,
some of which permit electronic con-
veyance of the required information
and others that don’t.

The USDA permits records to be re-
tained and conveyed electronically for
restricted use pesticide applications.
Unfortunately, the overwhelming ma-
jority of treatments performed by pest
management professionals are general
use pesticides.

The Pest Management Records Mod-
ernization Act is a commonsense
change to existing law that will allow
commercial applicators of pesticides to
create, retain, and submit pesticide ap-
plication-related records, reports, and
other information in electronic form.

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I am proud to be
an original cosponsor of H.R. 5714, the
Pest Management Records Moderniza-
tion Act.

I urge my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this bipartisan legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I want to thank my friend from
Pennsylvania for his remarks and for
clearly stating this commonsense piece
of legislation and for his support of it.

I, too, would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. SCHRADER).
He is the author of this piece of legisla-
tion. Something we have come to ex-
pect from Mr. SCHRADER is a common-
sense, bipartisan piece of legislation.
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H.R. 5714, the Pest Management
Records Modernization Act, is pro-
small business and pro-consumer. It
improves the ability of pest manage-
ment companies to communicate im-
portant information with their cus-
tomers related to the products they
use.

As you heard from the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, most States re-
quire pest management and other ap-
plicator companies to provide cus-
tomers with information related to
pest treatments, either automatically
or upon request. Most of the require-
ments are implemented and enforced
by State departments of agriculture,
which are the State pesticide regu-
latory agency in 40 States. The re-
quired information is typically infor-
mation directly from the pesticide
label. The overwhelming majority of
treatments performed by pest manage-
ment professionals involve general use
pesticides.

Right now about 45 States permit
electronic conveyance of this informa-
tion directly to consumers. In fact, in
the last 2 years, the States of Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Wisconsin, Kansas, and
Arizona have recognized the need to
update their respective laws related to
disclosure and passed legislation or
taken administrative actions permit-
ting electronic conveyance of pesticide
application information.

Like businesses in countless sectors
of the economy, professional pest man-
agement and other pest applicator
businesses are going paperless as a way
to save costs and increase efficiencies.
Going paperless allows businesses to
back up and better safeguard data and
records in case of a fire, flood, or other
disasters. It also makes it easier to
prove compliance with various record-
keeping, reporting, and related require-
ments, plus it has the added advantage
of being greener and more environ-
mentally sound.

Unfortunately, the transition to a
paperless office for many pest manage-
ment and other pesticide applicator
businesses is more difficult than an-
ticipated because of antiquated State
consumer information requirements
from the 1970s and ’80s that mandated
transmission of such documents be via
hard copies or paper and do not permit
electronic conveyance. These require-
ments are especially disruptive for
companies that have made the transi-
tion to paperless that operate in mul-
tiple States, some of which permit
electronic conveyance and others that
don’t.

It is important to note H.R. 5714 does
not put any new mandates on small
businesses but, rather, provides them
the ability to electronically convey in-
formation in the handful of States that
have not yet addressed this in a chang-
ing e-commerce environment.

As I have said previously, and as my
friend from Pennsylvania stated, H.R.
5714 is commonsense, it is bipartisan, it
is pro-consumer, and it is pro-small
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