December 2, 2014

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, here we
are just a few days short of the end of
the 113th Congress, and this Congress
has yet to take up the big questions
facing the American people.

We are 10 days away from a budget
deadline, and there is still talk among
some on the other side of using the
sanctity of the budget—the economy of
this country—as a tool to fight against
actions taken by this President that
the Congress, itself, is unwilling to
take up.

Rather than taking up unemploy-
ment insurance, for example, despite
the fact that we have seen a significant
reduction in unemployment across the
country—in my home State, unemploy-
ment is still above 7 percent—we
haven’t taken that up.

Instead of taking up the jobs pro-
gram, like our Make It In America
agenda, which would reenergize our
manufacturing sector, we have set that
aside and haven’t taken it up.

Instead of taking up the very subject
that has driven some to threaten to
shut down government—comprehensive
immigration reform—we haven’t even
seen a bill come to the floor of the
House—not the Senate bill, not an-
other bill—that even the Republicans,
themselves, could put together.

While we talk a good game about
being willing to take on these big ques-
tions, when it comes time to put some-
thing on the floor for us to legislate, to
vote on, we see no action at all.

———

UNESCO

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
when UNESCO admitted a nonexistent
State of Palestine to its membership,
it did so knowing U.S. law prohibits
funding to any entity at the U.N. that
grants the PLO the same status as
other member states.

The members of UNESCO also knew
that admitting the so-called Palestine
would have a negative impact on the
future of the Israeli-Palestinian peace
process; yet they enthusiastically wel-
comed Abu Mazen at UNESCO.

The only explanation for UNESCO’s
willingness to allow these con-
sequences to pass is that its members
view the delegitimizing of Israel as its
mission. They view helping Abu Mazen
to unilaterally establish the de facto
recognition for a Palestinian state as a
worthy means to an end.

We must not only block any attempt
by the administration to restore fund-
ing to this entity which clearly has an
agenda opposite to America’s interests,
but we must also work to block Abu
Mazen’s attempts at the U.N. to bypass
his obligations to Israel by continuing
his unilateral statehood scheme.

e —

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER

CONGRESSMAN JOHN KREBS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with
sadness that I rise today to honor the
life of former Congressman John Krebs.
John was a close friend and a mentor.

As a young immigrant to the United
States from Tel Aviv, John was able to
live the American Dream and much
more. He serves as an inspiration for
all of those who knew him.

John served in the United States
House of Representatives from 1975 to
1979. One of his proudest legislative ac-
complishments was incorporating the
Mineral King Valley into the Sequoia
National Park.

In 2009, President Obama recognized
John for his efforts, and he signed leg-
islation establishing the John Krebs
Wilderness area which covers 40,000
acres within Mineral King Valley.

Mr. Krebs was a community leader
and was active in the Democratic
Party, playing key roles in both local
and statewide campaigns throughout
California.

John will be greatly missed by his
wife, Hanna; by his son, Daniel, and his
wife, Susan; by his daughter, Karen,
and her husband, John; and by his
grandchildren, Elizabeth, Caroline,
Jack, Clay, and Peter.

John’s strong values, work ethic, and
compassion for others were evident to
all who knew him and were fortunate
to work with him. It is with great re-
spect that I ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives
to honor the life of former Congress-
man John Krebs, my good friend.

————

IN MEMORY OF EDWIN TUBBS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today, the community of
Coudersport, Potter County, Pennsyl-
vania, will honor Private Edwin Frank-
lin Tubbs, an American hero who sac-
rificed his life in defense of our Nation
during the Vietnam war.

Private Tubbs was deployed to Viet-
nam on December 4, 1968. Just 5 weeks
later, on January 12, 1969, he was fa-
tally wounded as he set down his rifle
to assist a friend who was injured on
the battlefield.

With the dedication of the Private
Edwin Tubbs Memorial at the West
Chestnut Street Bridge, followed by
one more dedication later this year,
Potter County will have memorialized
all nine of the county’s Vietnam war
casualties with specifically named
bridges.

On behalf of this community, I offer
my thoughts and prayers as we reflect
on the unique life and selfless service
of Private Tubbs. While there is noth-
ing that can be done or said to elimi-
nate the sense of loss felt by family
members and friends, today’s dedica-
tion is one small token of appreciation
for this hero’s honored service to our
country.
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ASSURING A NEW ERA BETWEEN
CITIZENS AND POLICE

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, a new
generation of young people of every
race is demonstrating nonviolently to
make sure that the larger meaning of
the Michael Brown tragedy is not lost.

His death has become much more
than a moment of anguish. Michael
Brown has crystallized the painful ex-
perience that had found no outlet until
now: the routine stops of Black men by
police in the streets of our country be-
cause of the color of their skin.

The body-mounted cameras, an-
nounced by the President yesterday,
are a good and practical beginning.
Let’s hope that local communities will
use this tragedy to assure a new era of
genuine collaboration that citizens
need with the police who serve and pro-
tect them.

—
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NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH
IRAN

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor today to speak about one
of our greatest national security chal-
lenges: the threat of a nuclear-armed
Iran.

I am deeply troubled by the Obama
administration’s recent 7-month exten-
sion of nuclear negotiations with Iran.
The extension means that Iran will
continue to have access to $700 million
a month in sanctions relief.

Every day that we continue these
talks is another day given to Iran to
develop a nuclear weapon. A nuclear-
armed Iran would start a new arms
race in the Middle East and pose an in-
tolerable threat to the national secu-
rity of the United States and our allies,
especially Israel.

The House has passed H.R. 850, the
Nuclear Iran Prevention Act, which
would increase sanctions on the Ira-
nian regime. Now it is time for the
United States Senate to do its part and
pass legislation that would impose ad-
ditional sanctions on Iran.

———
HANDS UP; DON'T SHOOT

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on Sunday, November 30, we had a
seminal moment occur in the history
of our country. When those football
players came out and held their hands
up, they were speaking to the masses;
and they were using these words,
“Hands up; don’t shoot,” in this sym-
bolism.
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I believe so strongly in what they
have done that I will have flags flown
over the Capitol of the United States of
America in honor of each of those play-
ers, and I will pay for the flags with my
personal U.S. dollars.

I also want to mention something
that happened this morning on the
Morning Joe show. The question was
posed: “What is wrong with these peo-
ple? Don’t they know that this is a
lie?”” meaning what happened in Fer-
guson in terms of the hands up; don’t
shoot.

I want to tell you what is wrong with
these people. These people refuse to ac-
cept an invidious whitewash. I will say
more about this tomorrow when I will
have 5 minutes around 10 a.m. or some-
time shortly thereafter, because I want
the American people to know that
there are some people who are willing
to take a stand.

——————

WE MUST ACT NOW TO INCREASE
SANCTIONS ON IRAN

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the adminis-
tration’s recent decision to extend
talks with Iran into 2015. Iran is simply
stalling and buying time, time that we
and our closest ally in the region,
Israel, do not have.

Many months ago, when sanctions
were starting to have an impact on
Iran, the administration relaxed them.
All we have to show for these weakened
sanctions is months of stalled talks.

It is long overdue to increase the
pressure on Iran. I call for new and im-
mediate sanctions with the teeth to
force Iran to give up its nuclear ambi-
tions. Without new pressures, Iran
won’t see any reason to change its cur-
rent course. Congress must act now in
increasing sanctions to prevent Iran
from developing nuclear weapons.

———

DELIVERING RESULTS TO THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, yesterday a reporter asked me to
comment on whether Speaker BOEHNER
will be able to make his mark in the
next Congress, with the largest House
majority for his party since 1929. My
thoughts: stand and deliver. If the
Speaker wants to work, there is noth-
ing stopping him. Democrats stand
ready to work with him to tackle many
of the challenges facing American fam-
ilies.

In many ways, our economy has
shown incredible resilience of late.
GDP and job growth are up, but, unfor-
tunately, many still don’t feel like
things are getting any better. It is long
past time that we come together and
enact policies that will help hard-
working families instead of pandering
to special interests.
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This election saw the worst voter
turnout in 72 years because Americans
didn’t think we could get anything
done for them. Let’s show that we can.
I hope we will use the remaining weeks
in this Congress to show that we are
capable of delivering results to the
American people.

ACHIEVING BETTER LIFE
EXPERIENCE ACT

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Achiev-
ing Better Life Experience Act, com-
monly known as the ABLE Act.

In our Nation, we believe that every-
one should have the opportunity to re-
alize their dreams, that each American
should be able to have the tools and ca-
pabilities to build a bright future. Yet
millions of families in our country
struggle with the challenges of raising
children with special needs like autism
and Down syndrome.

The ABLE Act doesn’t put more bur-
dens on the government or grow bu-
reaucratic Federal programs; rather, it
provides families with the opportunity
to invest their own earnings in the care
for their disabled children, like edu-
cation, transportation, and other tools
that help prepare their children for a
future of independent living, without
having to be taxed on those savings.
These flexible savings tools will help
families maintain greater financial se-
curity as they strive to raise their chil-
dren to contribute to society in produc-
tive ways.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my
colleagues in the House to stand up for
these families, like Rachel Mast and
her family in Kansas, to ensure that we
do everything to fight for their future,
too.

———

TERRORISM RISK INSURANCE ACT

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, after 9/11, this Con-
gress came together, and we came to-
gether to put our economy back on
track. We passed TRIA, the Terrorism
Risk Insurance Act.

Now TRIA is set to expire in just 4
weeks, and we desperately need a long-
term reauthorization of this important
economic tool that has brought sta-
bility to businesses and to our econ-
omy. We cannot kick the can down the
road again by pushing a short-term ex-
tension of TRIA.

In fact, just last night, 45 Repub-
licans signed a letter opposing a short-
term extension of TRIA. All of the
Democrats already oppose an extension
of a short-term reauthorization of
TRIA. This united position should take
the issue off the table.

While some Members have insisted
that the House can’t waive the CutGo
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rule to pass TRIA, I think it is impor-
tant to note that the House has waived
it 18 times; and we traditionally waive
it for emergency spending, which is
what TRIA is: spending in the wake of
a terrorist attack.

Please come together and pass a
long-term reauthorization for our eco-
nomic growth.

————
POLICE TRAINING

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
the wake of Trayvon Martin’s tragic
death, the Nation waits. Young people
wait. I could give a long litany. But
certainly Michael Brown has galva-
nized us from north to south, from east
to west.

I stand with the young men, among
many others, of the St. Louis Rams
and the young people that I have seen
taking to the streets nonviolently,
peacefully. Today I rise to thank them
and to applaud them as Americans de-
serving of honor and respect. But they
wait. So I believe that it is important
that we work with those who are as-
signed and in uniform to protect and
serve.

As a member of the House Judiciary
Committee, I have stood alongside law
enforcement, but now it is important
that we realize that the system is not
cracked but broken. There must be a
complete overhaul of the training of
local police in the nooks and crannies
of America. There must be a reform of
the system which provides the funding
to local jurisdictions simply by traffic
stops and foot citations. That is what
geared Officer Wilson in the wrong di-
rection. And finally, Mr. Speaker,
there must be training to protect offi-
cers but to know when to use deadly
force.

Deadly force was not warranted; it
was not required in the life and the loss
of Michael Brown. There must be solu-
tions, Mr. Speaker, for those young
people that are out in the streets pro-
testing. We cannot have a lopsided jus-
tice system.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 2, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2014 at 11:03 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2203.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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