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note that can make everybody feel bet-
ter as we approach the holiday season. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GARDNER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. David Gray, Bradley 
Hills Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, 
Maryland, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, Your love is never end-
ing. In these hallowed Halls, Your sov-
ereign spirit comes to us, calms us, 
calls us, and infuses us with Your 
grace. 

Give us strength this day to look out-
side ourselves for the opportunities 
which come from connection and col-
laboration. Give us faith to bring our 
best selves and to seek Your will. Give 
us confidence that solutions can be 
found and problems solved. 

Grant us gratitude for the trust 
placed in us, for the privilege of living 
in this free land, and for Your presence 
here with us. Allow us to rest in and 
rely on Your hope-filled spirit. 

Loving God, we ask Your blessing 
upon this body and all who gather here. 
Help us to receive Your assurance, 
Your encouragement, Your wisdom, 
and Your inspiration for the tasks to 
which we have been called. We pray 
this day. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PITTS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. DAVID 
GRAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ohio 

(Mr. TURNER) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-

ored to welcome my good friend Pastor 
David Gray as our guest chaplain 
today. 

Born in Dayton, Ohio, Pastor Gray 
grew up active in the Presbyterian 
church and has gone on to lead a dis-
tinguished life of service. 

Holding both a law degree and a doc-
torate of ministry, Pastor Gray is a 
former public servant, having served as 
a staffer in the Senate and a true spir-
itual leader that has helped numerous 
individuals and families grow in their 
relationship with God. 

Currently, Pastor Gray serves as the 
head pastor at Bradley Hills Church 
and resides in Bethesda, Maryland, 
with his wife, Bridget, and their four 
children. 

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress and the people of his hometown 
in my district of the 10th Congressional 
District of Ohio, I want to thank Pas-
tor Gray for his commitment to his 
faith and for opening the House today 
with his prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

CALIFORNIA ABORTION MANDATE 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
seen this administration casually ig-
nore the law when it comes to immi-
gration, EPA regs, and ObamaCare. 
Now, we are going to see whether they 
ignore the law when it comes to forcing 
churches in California to pay for abor-
tion. 

For many years now, Congress has 
included language in the appropria-
tions bills that prohibits States from 
forcing health insurance plans to cover 
elective abortion: the Weldon amend-
ment, named for my good friend and 
former colleague, Dr. Dave Weldon of 
Florida. 

Now, the State of California has 
issued a bureaucratic edict that every 
health insurance plan in California reg-
ulated by the State must pay for the 
procedure, and this includes even plans 
purchased by churches, religious 
schools, and charities. 

HHS must not hesitate to protect the 
right of Americans to prevent their 
health care dollars from going to some-
thing they find to be profoundly im-
moral. The agency is required to in-
form the State of California of this vio-
lation and remind them that they risk 
the loss of Federal funds. 

There doesn’t need to be any delay 
from HHS. This is exactly why the 
Weldon amendment was created. 

FUNDING FOR ALZHEIMER’S 
DISEASE RESEARCH 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of funding for Alz-
heimer’s disease research. 

Alzheimer’s is a particularly dev-
astating disease both for the patients 
and their families. Families watch 
their loved ones effectively disappear 
before their eyes. There are currently 
more than 5 million Americans suf-
fering from this disease, with one 
American being diagnosed every 67 sec-
onds. 

We must take preventive actions to 
address the growing population of Alz-
heimer’s patients in this country. In 
the fiscal year 2015 appropriations 
process, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port increased funding for this re-
search. This research will help find 
ways to prevent, treat, and even slow 
the progression of the disease, helping 
to ease the burden on patients, care-
givers, and the Medicare system. 

Congress must continue its commit-
ment to fight against Alzheimer’s by 
providing this crucial funding. 

f 

ECONOMY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, many North 
Carolina families know all too well of 
the struggle to find a job and pay the 
bills. Some are facing these challenges 
right now, and we all have family 
members, neighbors, or friends who are 
facing hard choices to make ends meet. 
Back home, I am often asked what 
Congress is doing to help people back 
to work and restore opportunity for ev-
eryone. 

For the last 2 years, the House has 
passed numerous pieces of legislation 
to encourage job growth and strength-
en America’s standing in the global 
economy. We have also passed bills 
that would decrease energy costs, that 
would allow workers to have more 
flexibility in order to spend time with 
their families, and that would increase 
transparency in how tax dollars are 
spent. 

While Congress cannot create pros-
perity, we can work to ensure entre-
preneurs and employers aren’t crushed 
under red tape. The 114th Congress is a 
fresh opportunity to help put more 
Americans back to work and to im-
prove our economy. I look forward to 
working with the new majority in the 
Senate to accomplish those goals. 

f 

CONGRESS HAS YET TO TAKE UP 
THE BIG QUESTIONS FACING THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, here we 

are just a few days short of the end of 
the 113th Congress, and this Congress 
has yet to take up the big questions 
facing the American people. 

We are 10 days away from a budget 
deadline, and there is still talk among 
some on the other side of using the 
sanctity of the budget—the economy of 
this country—as a tool to fight against 
actions taken by this President that 
the Congress, itself, is unwilling to 
take up. 

Rather than taking up unemploy-
ment insurance, for example, despite 
the fact that we have seen a significant 
reduction in unemployment across the 
country—in my home State, unemploy-
ment is still above 7 percent—we 
haven’t taken that up. 

Instead of taking up the jobs pro-
gram, like our Make It In America 
agenda, which would reenergize our 
manufacturing sector, we have set that 
aside and haven’t taken it up. 

Instead of taking up the very subject 
that has driven some to threaten to 
shut down government—comprehensive 
immigration reform—we haven’t even 
seen a bill come to the floor of the 
House—not the Senate bill, not an-
other bill—that even the Republicans, 
themselves, could put together. 

While we talk a good game about 
being willing to take on these big ques-
tions, when it comes time to put some-
thing on the floor for us to legislate, to 
vote on, we see no action at all. 

f 

UNESCO 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
when UNESCO admitted a nonexistent 
State of Palestine to its membership, 
it did so knowing U.S. law prohibits 
funding to any entity at the U.N. that 
grants the PLO the same status as 
other member states. 

The members of UNESCO also knew 
that admitting the so-called Palestine 
would have a negative impact on the 
future of the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process; yet they enthusiastically wel-
comed Abu Mazen at UNESCO. 

The only explanation for UNESCO’s 
willingness to allow these con-
sequences to pass is that its members 
view the delegitimizing of Israel as its 
mission. They view helping Abu Mazen 
to unilaterally establish the de facto 
recognition for a Palestinian state as a 
worthy means to an end. 

We must not only block any attempt 
by the administration to restore fund-
ing to this entity which clearly has an 
agenda opposite to America’s interests, 
but we must also work to block Abu 
Mazen’s attempts at the U.N. to bypass 
his obligations to Israel by continuing 
his unilateral statehood scheme. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER 
CONGRESSMAN JOHN KREBS 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
sadness that I rise today to honor the 
life of former Congressman John Krebs. 
John was a close friend and a mentor. 

As a young immigrant to the United 
States from Tel Aviv, John was able to 
live the American Dream and much 
more. He serves as an inspiration for 
all of those who knew him. 

John served in the United States 
House of Representatives from 1975 to 
1979. One of his proudest legislative ac-
complishments was incorporating the 
Mineral King Valley into the Sequoia 
National Park. 

In 2009, President Obama recognized 
John for his efforts, and he signed leg-
islation establishing the John Krebs 
Wilderness area which covers 40,000 
acres within Mineral King Valley. 

Mr. Krebs was a community leader 
and was active in the Democratic 
Party, playing key roles in both local 
and statewide campaigns throughout 
California. 

John will be greatly missed by his 
wife, Hanna; by his son, Daniel, and his 
wife, Susan; by his daughter, Karen, 
and her husband, John; and by his 
grandchildren, Elizabeth, Caroline, 
Jack, Clay, and Peter. 

John’s strong values, work ethic, and 
compassion for others were evident to 
all who knew him and were fortunate 
to work with him. It is with great re-
spect that I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives 
to honor the life of former Congress-
man John Krebs, my good friend. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF EDWIN TUBBS 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today, the community of 
Coudersport, Potter County, Pennsyl-
vania, will honor Private Edwin Frank-
lin Tubbs, an American hero who sac-
rificed his life in defense of our Nation 
during the Vietnam war. 

Private Tubbs was deployed to Viet-
nam on December 4, 1968. Just 5 weeks 
later, on January 12, 1969, he was fa-
tally wounded as he set down his rifle 
to assist a friend who was injured on 
the battlefield. 

With the dedication of the Private 
Edwin Tubbs Memorial at the West 
Chestnut Street Bridge, followed by 
one more dedication later this year, 
Potter County will have memorialized 
all nine of the county’s Vietnam war 
casualties with specifically named 
bridges. 

On behalf of this community, I offer 
my thoughts and prayers as we reflect 
on the unique life and selfless service 
of Private Tubbs. While there is noth-
ing that can be done or said to elimi-
nate the sense of loss felt by family 
members and friends, today’s dedica-
tion is one small token of appreciation 
for this hero’s honored service to our 
country. 

ASSURING A NEW ERA BETWEEN 
CITIZENS AND POLICE 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, a new 
generation of young people of every 
race is demonstrating nonviolently to 
make sure that the larger meaning of 
the Michael Brown tragedy is not lost. 

His death has become much more 
than a moment of anguish. Michael 
Brown has crystallized the painful ex-
perience that had found no outlet until 
now: the routine stops of Black men by 
police in the streets of our country be-
cause of the color of their skin. 

The body-mounted cameras, an-
nounced by the President yesterday, 
are a good and practical beginning. 
Let’s hope that local communities will 
use this tragedy to assure a new era of 
genuine collaboration that citizens 
need with the police who serve and pro-
tect them. 

f 

b 1215 

NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
IRAN 

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to speak about one 
of our greatest national security chal-
lenges: the threat of a nuclear-armed 
Iran. 

I am deeply troubled by the Obama 
administration’s recent 7-month exten-
sion of nuclear negotiations with Iran. 
The extension means that Iran will 
continue to have access to $700 million 
a month in sanctions relief. 

Every day that we continue these 
talks is another day given to Iran to 
develop a nuclear weapon. A nuclear- 
armed Iran would start a new arms 
race in the Middle East and pose an in-
tolerable threat to the national secu-
rity of the United States and our allies, 
especially Israel. 

The House has passed H.R. 850, the 
Nuclear Iran Prevention Act, which 
would increase sanctions on the Ira-
nian regime. Now it is time for the 
United States Senate to do its part and 
pass legislation that would impose ad-
ditional sanctions on Iran. 

f 

HANDS UP; DON’T SHOOT 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, on Sunday, November 30, we had a 
seminal moment occur in the history 
of our country. When those football 
players came out and held their hands 
up, they were speaking to the masses; 
and they were using these words, 
‘‘Hands up; don’t shoot,’’ in this sym-
bolism. 
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