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Alameda County Fire Department in 
1993. With Bill at the helm, the fire de-
partment took on new responsibilities 
and doubled in size. He added new divi-
sions, too, including a hazardous re-
sponse team and a water rescue pro-
gram. 

When Bill tragically passed away, he 
was still working to protect his com-
munity, as executive director of the 
East Bay Regional Communications 
System Authority. It is this organiza-
tion that provides for the interoperable 
communications for dozens of agencies 
within Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties. 

We should all be thankful for Bill’s 
many years of dedicated service to the 
East Bay. My deepest condolences go 
out to his wife, children, family, and 
friends. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 

(Mr. MULLIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, this Sat-
urday is National Adoption Day, a day 
in which people and organizations from 
across the Nation come together to 
bring awareness to a truly admirable 
cause, and one that has become very 
close to my heart. 

Last year, our family was blessed to 
adopt twin girls, Ivy and Lynnette. 
These girls have become one of life’s 
greatest blessings to my family, and 
Christie and I truly cannot imagine life 
without them. 

People come to us all the time and 
say, You are going to be such a bless-
ing to these girls; and I can tell you, 
these girls are a bigger blessing to 
Christie and me than I can ever even 
say. 

Right now, our country is needing 
adoptive families. There are nearly 
400,000 children in the United States 
without permanent homes, and the 
30,000 a year that will age out of foster 
care programs will face unlimited hur-
dles that will limit their success. 

So this Adoption Day, I challenge 
Members of this body to do their part, 
promoting awareness of adoption 
throughout their districts. If we want 
to create a brighter future for our Na-
tion, ensuring that every child has a 
safe home and a loving family is a 
great place to start. I believe this is a 
cause we can all agree is worth the ef-
fort. 

f 

STOP MILITARIZING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT ACT 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, this is not the kind of vehicle that 
you want to see cruising the streets of 
your neighborhood. This is not a police 
cruiser. And while walking the streets 
of your neighborhood, you don’t want 
to see these kinds of military-garbed 

officers patrolling your neighborhood 
on routine patrol. 

When you militarize your police de-
partment, you get a militarized re-
sponse to peaceful and lawful citizen 
protests. 

If you don’t want to see the contin-
ued militarization of your police de-
partments through the 1033 National 
Defense Authorization Act program, 
then support my legislation, the Stop 
Militarizing Law Enforcement Act, 
H.R. 5478. 

f 

TROOP REWARDS 

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an exceptional organization 
from the Tampa Bay area. 

Troop Rewards is a group that helps 
our veterans heal from the psycho-
logical stresses of war and reunites 
them with their families in a safe and 
relaxing environment. 

In 2009, the founder of Troop Re-
wards, Tom Burkett, received a phone 
call from a private first class overseas 
inquiring about the cost of returning 
home to Clearwater Beach and having 
a short rest with his family. 

Tom replied, How can you be charged 
anything when you have spent the last 
year risking your life for our country? 

This donation was the first of many 
for Mr. Burkett, and it inspired him to 
start the nonprofit Troop Rewards or-
ganization. Since then, Troop Rewards 
has helped more than 100 military 
members readjust to life after deploy-
ment by reintegrating them with their 
family in a moment of rest and relax-
ation through the foundation’s recov-
ery vacations. With destinations rang-
ing from Maine to Florida, returning 
military troops have the opportunity 
to spend time with their family—a re-
ward they have rightfully earned. 

Mr. Speaker, Troop Rewards reflects 
one of our highest priorities as a na-
tion: to repay a debt owed to those who 
have sacrificed so much for us. 

I rise today to commend Troop Re-
wards and their many partners in this 
effort, including the Sandpearl Resort 
in Clearwater, Florida, and the Clear-
water Marine Aquarium. 

May God bless these fine organiza-
tions, and may God bless our troops. 

f 

EPILEPSY AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in recognition of November as Epilepsy 
Awareness Month. Each year, more 
than 200,000 people are diagnosed with 
epilepsy, yet research for this condi-
tion remains vastly, vastly under-
funded, impeding scientific advance-
ments for better treatments and a po-
tential cure. 

We are extremely lucky to have orga-
nizations like the Epilepsy Foundation 
and the Matty Fund active in Rhode Is-
land. They help raise awareness, pro-
vide support, promote safety, and im-
prove the quality of life for children 
and families living with epilepsy. 

The Matty Fund is the product of two 
loving and dedicated parents who, 
sadly, lost their 5-year-old son, Matty 
Siravo, on Mother’s Day 2003 following 
a grand mal seizure. The Siravos honor 
their son’s memory every day by con-
tinuing to raise awareness about epi-
lepsy. 

I am so proud to represent such an 
inspiring family, and I hope everyone 
will take a moment to reflect on what 
they can do to support epilepsy aware-
ness, not just in November, but every 
day of the year. 

f 

REMEMBERING NIEVES OLEMBERG 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise with a heavy heart to recognize 
and remember a wonderful woman from 
south Florida who was taken from this 
Earth too soon, Nieves Olemberg. 

Nieves passed away last month at age 
79 following a tragic car accident. She 
is survived by her loving husband, 
Isaac; their children, Roberto, Lily, 
Hannah, and Lisette; and grand-
children, Rachel, Aaron, Jacqueline, 
David, Daniel, and Samuel. 

Beyond her noted devotion to her 
family, Nieves was a pillar of the south 
Florida Jewish community. She was a 
founding member and president of 
Hadassah’s Inter-American Chapter, 
and was also actively involved with the 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation and 
the Hebrew Academy. 

Nieves will be greatly missed, but her 
generosity and kindhearted soul will 
forever leave an enduring imprint on 
our community. May her memory be a 
blessing. 

f 

NEW YORK BAR ASSOCIATION’S 
LAW, YOUTH AND CITIZENSHIP 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the New York State 
Bar Association’s Law, Youth and Citi-
zenship Program on its 40th anniver-
sary. 

In 1974, the LYC was established to 
promote citizenship and law-related 
education in schools throughout New 
York State, imparting knowledge to 
5,000 students per year for more than 
four decades. 

Under the current leadership and the 
tireless efforts of Director Eileen 
Gerrish, the LYC engages students in 
one of the primary statewide education 
programs of its kind. 
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Although the institution officially 

turned 40 in October, this is truly a 
year of celebration as the school con-
tinues to meet its mission and improve 
communities in New York’s capital re-
gion. 

Along with the teachers, the civic 
leaders, and the students touched by 
this work, I congratulate the Law, 
Youth and Citizenship Program and 
wish them another 40 years of excel-
lence in civic education. 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL RURAL 
HEALTH DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, as a former rural health 
care professional for three decades, I 
rise today to recognize National Rural 
Health Day. 

National Rural Health Day is an op-
portunity to ‘‘Celebrate the Power of 
Rural’’ by honoring the selfless, com-
munity-minded, can-do spirit that pre-
vails in rural America. 

Rural families and communities face 
unique health care challenges, includ-
ing accessibility issues, a lack of 
health care providers, and the needs of 
an aging population suffering from a 
great number of chronic conditions. 

Today we take the opportunity to 
showcase the efforts of rural health 
care providers, State Offices of Rural 
Health, and other rural stakeholders to 
meet those challenges. 

I am proud to represent Pennsylva-
nia’s Fifth Congressional District, 
which includes rural communities in 24 
percent of Pennsylvania’s landmass. 
Rural communities are a great place to 
live and work, which is why nearly 62 
million people call them home. 

Our rural hospitals are the economic 
foundation of rural communities, pro-
viding good-paying jobs and access to 
affordable and accessible health care. 
Thank you to those that dedicate 
themselves to serving the health care 
needs of their neighbors in rural Amer-
ica. 

f 

b 1115 

NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
this Saturday, November 22, we recog-
nize National Adoption Day, which is a 
time to celebrate over 4,500 adoptions 
out of foster care in the United States 
in the last year. 

While that statistic represents posi-
tive news for a number of children and 
families, estimates show that there are 
still nearly 150 million orphans world-
wide, many living in institutions, shel-
ters, or out on the streets. Addition-
ally, reports indicate that inter-

national adoptions in the United 
States have plummeted by over 62 per-
cent in the past 9 years as a result of 
our Nation’s broken adoption system. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption, I have com-
mitted myself to working towards sus-
tainable, pro-family policies that help 
facilitate the process of giving a home 
to every child. 

One of those policies is the Children 
and Families First Act, H.R. 3323. This 
legislation aims to remove burdensome 
regulations that slow the adoption 
process and bolster our international 
diplomacy centered on child welfare 
and adoption. 

While Congress may be entering the 
so-called lameduck period, it is my 
hope that leaders in both Chambers 
will bring this important bill to the 
floor so we can begin the process of 
aligning our Nation’s policies with the 
fundamental truth that every child de-
serves to grow up in a loving family. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL OVERREACH 
(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people have spoken, and they have 
spoken clearly. They want Congress 
and the President to work together in 
a bipartisan manner to deliver real so-
lutions to the problems facing our 
country, one of which is our broken im-
migration system. So it is profoundly 
disappointing that the President has 
decided to ignore the will of the Amer-
ican people and act unilaterally to pro-
vide legal status and work permits to 
millions of people who have violated 
our immigration laws and are living in 
the United States illegally. 

We are a nation of immigrants, but 
we are also a nation of laws, and so 
there is a right way to reform our im-
migration system and a wrong way. 
Bypassing Congress, ignoring the Con-
stitution, and issuing a unilateral exec-
utive order is the wrong way. It is un-
fair to those who immigrated to this 
country legally for the President to 
fail to do his duty to take care that the 
laws are faithfully executed. 

The Constitution and the rule of law 
matter. Instead of issuing yet another 
overreaching executive order, the 
President should join good faith Con-
gressional efforts to solve this problem. 
The House has already passed bipar-
tisan legislation to secure our border, 
which is what my constituents tell me 
is the most important first step. 

So I call on the President to follow 
suit. Stop dividing the American peo-
ple, follow the Constitution, and work 
through the legislative branch to re-
form our immigration system the right 
way. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO 
HOUSES 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

send to the desk a privileged concur-

rent resolution and ask for its imme-
diate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 119 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Thursday, 
November 20, 2014, through Friday, Novem-
ber 28, 2014, on a motion offered pursuant to 
this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned 
until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, December 1, 2014, 
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant 
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first; and that when the 
Senate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Thursday, November 20, 2014, through Fri-
day, November 28, 2014, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday, 
December 1, 2014, or such other time on that 
day as may be specified by its Majority 
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House, shall notify Members of the 
House to reassemble at such place and time 
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the 
public interest shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

SEC. 3. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with 
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 24, 2014 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today on a motion of-
fered pursuant to this order, it adjourn 
to meet at noon on Monday, November 
24, 2014, unless it sooner has received a 
message from the Senate transmitting 
its concurrence in House Concurrent 
Resolution 119, in which case the House 
shall stand adjourned pursuant to that 
concurrent resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida? 

There was no objection. 
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