H8040

friends and allies, is a mark of a true
statesman. Many in this Chamber have
already raised their strong objections,
as we have recently heard, to a poten-
tial deal, and they make no secret of
their thinking of President Obama as
being on a fool’s errand, but I am re-
minded of what Teddy Roosevelt said
of leadership.

He said:

Credit belongs to the man who is actually
in the arena, whose face is marred by dust
and sweat and blood ... who, at the best,
knows, in the end, the triumph of high
achievement and who, at the worst, if he
fails, at least fails while daring greatly so
that his place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who seek neither victory nor
defeat.

President Obama deserves credit for
what he is doing, and we wish him God-
speed in the negotiations as they come
to their near end.

——
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CONDEMNING ISIS ATTACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer my
deepest condolences to the parents of
Peter Kassig, a former Army Ranger,
Iraq veteran, and humanitarian aid
worker who was murdered in cold blood
by mass cowards, representing the so-
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.

These barbaric acts are those of cow-
ards who have wunleashed terror
throughout the desert in western Syria
and northern Iraq. They have mas-
sacred entire villages, beheaded fami-
lies, and sold women and children into
slavery. ISIS blows up history it does
not agree with and sells artifacts to
fund its rampage.

Now, I condemn this attack and all
attacks against the innocent and call
for neighboring countries to become
more actively engaged in defeating this
threat. Not only is ISIS a threat to sta-
bility in the region, acts like these
have shown that they are a threat to
peace-loving people across the globe.

They have brainwashed thousands of
young individuals and have set their
eyes on preparing a new generation of
terrorists. Last week, ISIS even an-
nounced a partnership with al Qaeda.

To quote Ed and Paula Kassig,
Peter’s parents, ‘“‘Good will prevail.”
Fortunately, some have stepped up to
fight the spread of ISIS. Our brave men
and women in the U.S. Air Force and
Navy have led an incredible and effi-
cient bombing campaign against ISIS
targets, halting their advance.

Kurdish Peshmerga forces have
gained ground and have been an effec-
tive fighting force. Iraqi forces have or-
ganized and began an offensive to re-
take lost territory. There has been
progress, but more needs to be done to
secure the region.

Despite clearly evil acts by ISIS,
there are good people pushing back
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who have risked everything to help
those most affected. Aid workers and
volunteers have gone into the war-torn
portions of Syria and Iraq to help pro-
vide assistance and hope to those most
affected. These workers have provided
food, water, first aid, and support.

Peter Kassig did the right things. He
helped the helpless. He aided the de-
prived. He treated the wounded. Be-
cause he did these things, Peter and
others became targeted by ISIS.

We should look at the examples set
by Peter Kassig and not forget the self-
lessness he embodied.

————

CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF
FAME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow night in Hartford, Connecticut,
at the State capital, there will be a sol-
emn annual event, where 10 veterans
are inducted into the Connecticut Vet-
erans Hall of Fame.

This is a ceremony which dates back
to 2005 in which 10 veterans are hon-
ored by the State of Connecticut. One
of the 92 veterans that are on the rolls
is President George Herbert Walker
Bush who hails, of course, from the
State of Connecticut.

Again, it honors not only their serv-
ice, where they wore the uniform of our
Nation, but also for their work after
they left the service, to help the over
200,000 veterans that reside in the State
of Connecticut.

For the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of eastern Connecticut, it is a par-
ticularly proud night because six of the
10 hail from the Second District. I
would argue that this is no coinci-
dence.

This is the home of the largest oper-
ating military installation in New Eng-
land with the Groton Submarine Base
and, as was recently described by the
Hartford Courant, had the highest con-
centration of Iraq and Afghanistan war
veterans, again, because of the great
patriotism and sense of duty that I
think is a part of the fabric of that
great part of our State.

I would like to briefly describe these
six gentlemen and have their names en-
tered into the RECORD. Edward Francis
Atkins, known as Bud, from Oakdale,
Connecticut, served 40 years in the
Navy. A former submariner, he men-
tors students at the Naval Submarine
School. Bud is a respected leader with-
in the submarine force and a command
master chief petty officer, retired, and
for the last 4 years has been on the se-
lection panel to identify outstanding
sailors who are the best of the best in
the submarine force.

He is now heading up the Groton
Subvets chapter which, again, helps
the 8,000 sailors that live in that com-
munity. He will be hard at work at
Thanksgiving, serving meals to make
sure that those sailors have some of
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the comforts of home while they are
serving their Nation.

Samuel Baez of Waterford, Con-
necticut, served as a Navy chaplain
during Vietnam, conducting the memo-
rial service in Da Nang for the first
Marine casualties of the war. Those
seven names are still memorialized on
the first panel of the Vietham Memo-
rial here in Washington. Since he re-
tired, he has continued to counsel vet-
erans around the world and serves as a
counselor and parental sponsor to
Coast Guard cadets who are attending
the Coast Guard Academy in New Lon-
don, Connecticut.

Edmond Clark of Madison, Con-
necticut, served our Nation in Vietnam
as a marine, and after earning his law
degree, he has provided legal assistance
free of charge to help veterans receive
the benefits they receive through their
service.

It is not well-known that the VA caps
legal fees at $10 for any veteran who
challenges a disability ruling. Mr.
Clark has brushed aside that restric-
tion and, again, represented veterans
free of charge to make sure that they
get the benefits they deserved.

Maurice Collin of Coventry, Con-
necticut, a Marine Corps Vietnam vet-
eran, served as a veteran service officer
in the Office of Advocacy and Assist-
ance in the Connecticut Department of
Veterans Affairs. He was selected to
serve as acting commissioner for a pe-
riod of time.

Since his retirement from State gov-
ernment, he has continued to con-
tribute his time to veterans. He pro-
vides volunteer driving assistance to
disabled veterans in eastern Con-
necticut to their medical appointments
and supervises the clothing donation
program at the Newington VA hospital.

Robert Getman of Old Lyme, Con-
necticut, will be inducted post-
humously today. He served 30 years in
the Coast Guard. After his retirement
in 1984, he went on to serve as the di-
rector of the Veterans Home in Rocky
Hill, and for 10 years, he worked vigor-
ously to rehabilitate, educate, and
place veterans into careers.

Finally, Gerry Wright of Bolton, Con-
necticut, my neighbor, served two
tours in Vietnam in the Army and
later, as a member of the Army Na-
tional Guard, served in Operation
Desert Storm. Since retiring in 1999,
Gerry has been everywhere, helping
veterans all across Connecticut.

He devotes his time to various vet-
erans service organizations helping
veterans in many ways, collecting care
packages for Connecticut servicemen
overseas, and he has faithfully at-
tended every sendoff and welcome
home ceremony for the Connecticut
National Guard at the Hartford State
Armory over the last few years.

The hard work of these men, com-
bined with their unfailing dedication to
service, even after leaving the mili-
tary, exemplifies the greatest at-
tributes of the American spirit. Be-
cause of their continued service, the
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few that stand out in particular are
well-deserving of being honored tomor-
row at the Connecticut Veterans Hall
of Fame.

I want to thank them for their com-
mitment to improving their commu-
nities and the lives of their fellow vet-
erans. At a time of an all-volunteer
service, it is critical that we have folks
like these out there making sure that
this Nation respects and honors and
provides all the assistance to the 1 per-
cent of the people who stand up to de-
fend our Nation.

———

RECOGNIZING ARCHBISHOP BLASE
JOSEPH CUPICH AND CARDINAL
FRANCIS GEORGE OF CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair
recognizes the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. LIPINSKI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome Blase Joseph Cupich
as the ninth archbishop of the arch-
diocese of Chicago and to thank Car-
dinal Francis George for all of his
years of service to the archdiocese.
Archbishop Cupich is being installed
today at a mass at Holy Name Cathe-
dral in Chicago.

After many years of study in the U.S.
and in Rome, including a doctorate at
Catholic University, in August of 1975,
Blase Cupich was ordained to the
priesthood. In his first assignment, he
served as associate pastor at St. Mar-
garet Mary Church and as an instruc-
tor at Paul VI High School in Omaha.

From 1981 to 1987, he served as sec-
retary of the Apostolic Nunciature of
the Holy See to the United States here
in Washington, D.C.

Cupich was appointed bishop of Rapid
City, South Dakota, by St. Pope John
Paul II on July 6, 1998. Pope Benedict
XVI appointed Cupich bishop of Spo-
kane on June 30, 2010, and he was in-
stalled as the sixth bishop on Sep-
tember 3, 2010.

Cupich has served as chair of the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops Committee on the Protection
for Children and Young People since
2008. He has remained a strong advo-
cate for children, saying that the
Catholic Church needs to put children
first and foremost. In March 2013, he
began a 3-year term as chairman of the
National Catholic Education Associa-
tion.

In addition to his dedication to
Catholic education, Archbishop Cupich
is committed to Catholic social teach-
ing of reaching out to help the poor
and others at the margins of society.
Yesterday, at the Rite of Reception, he
spoke of the challenges that await him,
including immigration reform, violence
in the streets, drug problems, and stay-
ing connected to the real lives of peo-
ple.

I look forward to working together
with our new archbishop as he address-
es these issues and other challenges
that we face.
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Archbishop Cupich is succeeding Car-
dinal Francis George, who has been
archbishop of Chicago for 17 years. Car-
dinal George was ordained to the
priesthood in 1963 at his home parish of
St. Pascal Church in Chicago, Illinois.
His older sister, Margaret, remembers
a young Cardinal George holding pre-
tend masses in his bedroom as a child.

After earning several degrees, includ-
ing his masters in theology from the
University of Ottawa in 1971, Cardinal
George embarked on a journey across
the globe as a student missionary.
From 1974 to 1986, he served as vicar
general of the oblates in Rome.

In this position, he led numerous
priests and brothers as they journeyed
across the world. Cardinal George then
went on to earn two doctorates. In 1997,
he was appointed by St. Pope John
Paul II as archbishop of Chicago, and
in 1998, he was elevated to cardinal.

Despite being diagnosed with polio at
age 13 and battling cancer currently,
Cardinal George has never slowed
down. ‘“Even illness can be a gift in
some way,”’ Cardinal George has said.

His spirited demeanor is well-known
to Catholics. Bishop Francis Kane has
said, ‘“‘He’s involved on so many levels.
He’s involved nationally. He’s involved
in our whole archdiocese, and then he
loves to go out to individual parishes.”

Cardinal George’s outreach goes be-
yond the Catholic community. He is
known to convene interreligious dis-
cussions and shows deep respect for
other faith communities, and he is
deeply committed to social justice that
reaches to all corners of our society.

On a personal level, the more that I
had the opportunity to get to know
Cardinal George, the more I have ad-
mired him. He is an intellectual power-
house who has a special ability to com-
municate great truths in a simple man-
ner.

Every time I hear him speak, I learn
something that enriches both my mind
and my faith, but his intellect is not a
distant intellect of a philosopher in an
abstract world, but it is well-grounded
in an understanding of the everyday
life of his people, and as someone who
appreciates straightforwardness, I have
always liked his directness. Maybe that
is because Cardinal George and I both
come from Chicago.

I will never forget the time he took
my wife, Judy, and me 2 years ago in
Rome on the eve of the installation of
Pope Francis. He truly is a remarkable
man and a great shepherd.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me today in welcoming Archbishop
Cupich and honoring Cardinal Francis
George. I offer both men my prayers as
they enter into a new phase of their
new calling by God and the Catholic
Church to the service of others.

————

VETERANS’ ISSUES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I believe, in the inner sanctum of
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my soul, that we are the home of the
free because we are the land of the
brave.

I salute those who are willing to
serve their country, who are willing to
go to distant places, and who don’t al-
ways return home the way they left. I
highly commend them, and I believe
that those who serve us in our mili-
tary, the men and women who serve us,
should always be appreciated for their
willingness to make the ultimate sac-
rifice.

I also believe, Mr. Speaker, that we
spend a huge amount of money—about
$1 trillion in one circumstance—to put
them in harm’s way. I believe that if
we can spend $1 trillion to put them in
harm’s way, we can spend whatever it
takes when they return home to make
sure they have got the best health
care, they get the best housing, and
that they get good jobs.

I also believe that we have a respon-
sibility and an obligation in the Con-
gress of the United States of America
to make sure that their needs are met.
This is why I have introduced certain
pieces of legislation to deal with the
issues that are confronted by our vet-
erans.
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I would like to mention a few pieces
of this legislation today. And I rarely
use the personal pronoun ‘“‘I,”” but in
my business, if you don’t use the per-
sonal pronoun, somebody else will.

I would like to talk about H.R. 384,
Homes for Heroes. This piece of legisla-
tion would place a person in HUD, who
would have the responsibility of filing
a report with Congress annually on the
status of veterans and who would be
there to look out for veterans. There is
currently a person there, but the per-
son is not there in a legal capacity
such that it would continue beyond
this President or ad infinitum.

I also have sponsored H.R. 2362,
Transportation for Heroes. We have
veterans who need to get to jobs and
who need to get to the VA who cannot
afford public transportation. I believe
that we need to make sure that they
get the same opportunity to take a
public transportation system, to utilize
it, that persons who are senior citizens
have and persons who are disabled
have. We have to provide a means by
which veterans can get to those places
that can be a benefit to them.

This is why we have also sponsored
H.R. 3876, Burial with Dignity for He-
roes. This piece of legislation would
allow those veterans who die in pov-
erty, who have family members who
are in poverty, who cannot afford to
send them to a tribal cemetery once
they die in some place that is distant
from a tribal cemetery or a State facil-
ity—if you can’t send them currently,
you have to try to scrape the money up
as best you can—I think this country
ought to be grateful enough to make
sure these veterans cannot only get to
these places where they may be buried,
but also they should get there and have
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