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(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Colonel M.J. ‘Mac’
Dube, USMC Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. IssA) and the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5331, introduced by my fel-
low Californian, Mr. PAUL COOK, to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 73839
Gorgonio Drive in Twentynine Palms,
California, as the Colonel M.J. ‘“Mac”
Dube, U.S. Marine Corps Post Office
Building.

First, I yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, Congressman COOK, the author
of the bill, to speak more about this
Vietnam war veteran.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5331
would designate the facility that was
already mentioned on Gorgonio Drive
in Twentynine Palms as the Colonel
M.J. ‘“Mac’” Dube, United States Ma-
rine Corps Post Office Building.

Mac passed away this year, but will
always be remembered in Twentynine
Palms as a United States Marine and a
dedicated public servant.

Mac and I, ironically enough, both
served as colonels at the same time, an
honor I will always remember and
cherish. Mac was a great marine. He
served for over 30 years. He earned four
Purple Hearts, multiple wars, four
Bronze Stars with Combat ““V,” and a
Silver Star.

After a career as the Chief of Staff at
the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center, he retired in Twentynine
Palms, where he went to work, ran for
office, became the mayor, and became
a council member. Then when he was
done with that, he served in multiple
county offices, oftentimes as a volun-
teer.

His children grew up there. He was
deeply involved and was somebody
that, ironically enough, was part of the
Marine community on the military
side and, obviously, the civilian com-
munity and the county side on the
other side of the fence.

This is a tribute to a man who dedi-
cated his life to serving his Nation,
serving the Marine Corps, and serving
the Twentynine Palms community. He
left a legacy for all those who will
come after him. He was always in
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town. He gave so many things to so
many people. He was the most gen-
erous individual I ever knew, and I
think that he will always be remem-
bered in the Twentynine Palms area
for his hard work, his dedication, and
his patriotism.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I am delighted to join in support of
this postal naming, and it is just such
a pleasure to listen to the gentleman
from California (Mr. COOK) talk about a
friend he knew who was a fellow colo-
nel and then to see what he did after
his life of service in the military, his
life of service with his own folks back
home, and I look at some of the things
he did, and I am just amazed.

He served in 46 combat missions. He
earned four Purple Hearts. That means,
basically, he dodged death at least four
times. How he managed to do this and
then put it all behind him—he probably
never talked about it; instead, he pre-
ferred much more to just find a way to
help folks back home when the bullets
weren’t flying.

But he knew service in the military
and service back home were equally
important. This is an extraordinary
person, and we are very honored that
the gentleman is bringing this bill for-
ward and that we will be able to recog-
nize his contributions in the memory
of a postal naming.

Mr. COOK. Will the gentleman yield
for a comment?

Mr. WELCH. I yield to the gentleman
from California.

Mr. COOK. I thank the gentleman.

As 1 mentioned, I knew Mac very,
very well, and I used to joke with him,
and I said, ‘“You know, I have two Pur-
ple Hearts, and it showed that I was
dumb enough to not duck twice, and
you have four of them. What does that
say about your 1Q?”’

But he was a true American and
would do anything, and I thank the
gentleman from Vermont so much for
his support of the bill.

Mr. WELCH. Reclaiming my time, I
thank the gentleman from California
(Mr. CooOK), and Mr. IssA also thanks
you.

It is a tough business we do here, but
one of the things about these namings
is that it allows us to remind ourselves
of what we can aspire to be. I mean,
these folks, in war and in peace, who
just give themselves to public service
selflessly and effectively and then earn
the gratitude of the people back home,
regardless of party, regardless of poli-
tics, they just are trying to do a good
thing to make their community a bet-
ter place and their country a stronger
country.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ISSA. I urge strong support for
this bipartisan bill and yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5331.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

LT. DANIEL P. RIORDAN POST
OFFICE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5386) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 11662 Gravois Road in St.
Louis, Missouri, as the ‘““Lt. Daniel P.
Riordan Post Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5386

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LT. DANIEL P. RIORDAN POST OF-
FICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 11662
Gravois Road in St. Louis, Missouri, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Lt. Daniel P.
Riordan Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Lit. Daniel P. Riordan
Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ISsA) and the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, this bill, au-
thored by Congresswoman ANN WAGNER
of Missouri, recognizes the last full
measure of support for Lieutenant
Daniel P. Riordan, and I can add noth-
ing more than the author will add, so I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs.
WAGNER).

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise in honor of a great hero.

On June 23, 2007, Missouri’s Second
Congressional District lost a brave
young man when United States Army
First Lieutenant Daniel Riordan made
the ultimate sacrifice for his country
while serving in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a
moment to reflect on the life of this
young patriot. Daniel Patrick Riordan
was born to Rick and Jeanine Riordan
on February 17, 1983. He had a twin
brother, Nick, and an older sister, Su-
zanne.
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After graduating from St. John
Vianney High School in Kirkwood, Mis-
souri, Dan attended Southeast Mis-
souri State where he was in the Air
Force ROTC program. After gradua-
tion, Dan decided to follow his father
into the military and joined the U.S.
Army, quickly becoming known as
“‘Lieutenant Dan.”’

Lieutenant Dan became a tank com-
mander, and in 2006, he was deployed to
Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. As a member of Demon Company
in the First Cavalry Division, Dan
served with courage and determina-
tion. Despite frequently being out-
numbered in enemy territory, Dan was
always out on point, leading his pla-
toon into battle. Dan took his leader-
ship responsibilities literally. As he
put it, “How can I order my men for-
ward if I’'m not willing to go first?”’

To those who knew Dan, his devotion
to his country through service and sac-
rifice came as no surprise. He was both
a fierce and dedicated warrior in the
service of our country and a caring and
loving gentleman who felt a duty to
help those in need.

From a very young age, Dan showed
sensitivity beyond his years. At the
age of b or 6, while attending a funeral,
Dan’s mom found him sitting with an
elderly woman. When she asked him
why he was sitting with her, he said,
““She looked sad and lonely.” It was
this kind of compassion that drew him
to the U.S. military, his desire to
serve, help, and protect those in need.

While at home on leave from Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, Dan consistently
reassured his family that our country’s
military efforts were truly bringing
empowerment and freedom to the peo-
ple of Iraq. He believed in a cause
greater than himself, that of freedom,
democracy, and the dignity of all peo-
ple.

While in the Army, Dan wrote his
mother a letter in case he didn’t re-
turn. One thing he said was, ‘“‘Don’t
mourn for me, mom. Celebrate my
life.” So today, we celebrate First
Lieutenant Daniel P. Riordan’s life by
designating the Sappington Branch
Post Office in St. Louis, Missouri, as
the Lt. Daniel P. Riordan Post Office.

The United States of America owes
Dan a priceless debt that we will never
be able to fully repay, but we can do
our part to ensure that his memory
lives on; therefore, it is my honor to
sponsor H.R. 5386, a bill that names the
Sappington Branch Post Office in Mis-
souri’s Second Congressional District
after such a courageous young man,
immortalizing a hero who gave up his
life in service to the Nation that he
loved.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I want to thank the gentlelady for
her eloquent description of a brave and
strong person and a life well-lived, and
I am touched by seeing that photo-
graph of the young, strong, healthy, vi-
brant man who meant so much to his
family, as he did to his country, and
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your story about him as a b-year-old
boy, I found quite touching.

There was just something in him
that probably did come from his family
that made him, even without knowing
why, want to serve, and you can just
imagine that that carried forward not
only to people in his community and
family but to the people of Iraq.

I also was reading about how his
original objective in the military was
to serve as a pilot. We don’t know what
the story was as to how he ended up in
a tank, but what you know about that
story is that his fundamental goal was
to serve. How he served was secondary.
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He was in a tank, which, as we all
know, was one of the most dangerous
places any of our men and women in
service could be during the war in Iraq.

So I want to thank the gentlewoman
for a very inspiring and eloquent state-
ment about a life well lived, about a
man who gave his life on behalf of all
of us in the United States of America.

Mrs. WAGNER. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. WELCH. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Missouri.

Mrs. WAGNER. I would like to say
that I have had the great pleasure and
honor of sponsoring several of these
post office namings for our fallen he-
roes, and I have to say it is one of the
most moving, touching, and important
things that we can do, I think, for our
entire community and certainly for the
families. So it is a great privilege and
honor for me to support the Riordan
family today, and I thank the gen-
tleman for his Kkind words and the
chairman for putting all of this for-
ward.

Mr. WELCH. Likewise, we thank you
for doing this.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

In closing, I have no doubt that this
will pass, as rightfully it should, but if
I can take a moment, looking at that
picture of the young lieutenant wear-
ing his cavalry insignia, Armor is the
only branch that I know of that has
two insignias: one when you are sta-
tioned when you have heavy armor,
one for the cav.

The fact is, in most wars, the enemy
is ahead of you and you look for the
enemy. In World War IT and Korea, peo-
ple talked about going to the front. In
Iraq, there is no front. So every day
Lieutenant Riordan knew he was at the
front. Every day he knew in the light-
armored vehicle he was riding in that,
in fact, an IED could be cranked off ei-
ther remotely or on his vehicle nearing
it at any time.

Our men and women serving in Iraq
and Afghanistan are not faced by an
enemy who has a front. They are faced
by an enemy that almost to a person
hides behind improvised explosives.
More of our soldiers, sailors, marines,
and airmen have died because of these
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devices, not by an enemy at a front,
but by a bomb on the road. Lieutenant
Riordan was no different.

So when you look at his awards and
you look at the way he lived and died,
he wasn’t fighting a war in which he
went to the front to face an enemy; he
faced that enemy, and at any moment
his life could end, as it did end, by a
sneak attack that had no face on it.

The courage of our men and women
in Iraq and Afghanistan is greater in
many ways than those who had a re-
prieve from the front from time to
time and who knew when they were
going toward their enemy, whether it
was toward, if you will, heavy fire or
sniper. In Iraq and Afghanistan in the
past, the present, and now in the fu-
ture, our soldiers, sailors, marines, and
airmen face an enemy that they will
likely never see, and they are in peril
virtually every moment of the day and
night. That special relationship is one
that I hope the American people under-
stand no generation has faced the way
this generation faces.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the
bill and yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
IssA) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5386.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SERGEANT CORY MRACEK
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1499) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
278 Main Street in Chadron, Nebraska,
as the ‘““‘Sergeant Cory Mracek Memo-
rial Post Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1499

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT CORY MRACEK MEMO-
RIAL POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 278
Main Street in Chadron, Nebraska, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Sergeant Cory
Mracek Memorial Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant Cory Mracek
Memorial Post Office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. IssA) and the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may
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