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Mr. Evans was taken from us far too
soon. He was only 63 when he passed
away last week after a very long, cou-
rageous, and difficult battle with Par-
kinson’s. He will be dearly missed.

Always true to the Marine Corps
motto, Lane was ‘‘always faithful.”
May God bless him. May he be elevated
to a very high position in heaven. I feel
so privileged to have had the oppor-
tunity to serve with him as a Member
of the 98th Congress and those that fol-
lowed.

———

HONORING THE LIVES OF FORMER
REPRESENTATIVES PHIL CRANE
AND LANE EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCALLISTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleague from Ohio men-
tioning Lane Evans. The point of this
time is to recognize two of our col-
leagues who have have passed. We want
to remember them. I appreciate Marcy
for those kind words about Lane Evans.

I am going to manage this hour. So
with respect to my colleagues who are
down here, I would like to yield to Con-
gressman HULTGREN.

Mr. HULTGREN. I want to thank my
good friend, Congressman SHIMKUS, for
this time and for this important time
to honor these wonderful colleagues.

Before I get started, I will enter into
the RECORD an article titled: ‘‘Philip
M. Crane: Teacher, Lecturer, Author,
Congressman and Friend,” written by
Ed Feulner, former president of the
Heritage Foundation.

PHILIP M. CRANE: TEACHER, LECTURER,
AUTHOR, CONGRESSMAN AND FRIEND

(By Ed Feulner, Former President of the
Heritage Foundation)

Former Rep. Phil Crane, R-I11., died Nov. 7
after a struggle with lung cancer.

His passing reminded all of us who knew
Phil what a unique contribution to the mod-
ern conservative movement he had made.

On some days he was giving his famous lec-
ture, ‘“The Blessings of Liberty,” to audi-
ences around the nation. For many months
he was stumping for Barry Goldwater, Ron-
ald Reagan, fellow congressional candidates
and many other conservatives running for of-
fice at every level in our nation.

After his election to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, he played a key role advising
and leading conservatives both inside and
outside of the Capitol on legislative tactics
and institution building always based on
principles of our Founding Fathers.

I met Phil when he was a lecturer for the
Intercollegiate Studies Institute in the early
1960s. He was teaching history at Bradley
University, in Peoria, Ill., before founding a
private school in the Chicago suburbs.

Phil’s reputation was that of an emerging
leader: a great speaker, a motivator of the
grassroots and an original thinker.

Most significantly to me, Phil was a man
who understood the power of ideas. After all,
he had attended Hillsdale College (and served
on its board of trustees for many decades),
and then earned his Ph.D. in history from In-
diana University, where ‘his academic
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record had never been exceded.”” Phil was the
author of an important early book on the
philosophical issues that defined the dif-
ference between conservatives and the reign-
ing progressive orthodoxy, ‘‘The Democrats
Dilemma’ (Regnery, 1964).

His vision for the future, based on the un-
derlying principles of America’s Founders’
commitment to liberty, was an inspiration
to all of us who knew him and who worked
for him and with him.

Phil was elected to succeed Don Rumsfeld
in the Congress in a special election in 1969,
against a field of seven other candidates.
Many of us were rooting for him as the prin-
cipled conservative in this large and complex
field, but we weren’t certain that he could
really do it. Phil was a principled conserv-
ative—a tea partier long before there was a
tea party. But throughout the primary proc-
ess, his message of principled conservatism
rang true to his constituents-to-be. He won
that special election, then won 17 more
times.

He stuck to his guns, whether he was in
the minority or in the majority, throughout
his 35-year tenure in Washington.

When Phil was sworn in as the newest
member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, he was a representative of a minority
(committed conservatives) in the minority
party (the Republicans). When he left the
Congress in 2004, he had helped make con-
servatism the mainstream of the Republican
Party and of the entire U.S. political arena.

In his early Washington years, when I had
the great privilege of serving as Phil’s legis-
lative director (1970-71) and then as his chief
of staff (1971-74), he was the leading light of
elected conservatives in Washington.

It was Phil Crane who passionately argued
that private American citizens should be per-
mitted to own gold. It was Phil who argued
as a matter of principle that federal spending
for subsidies for urban mass transit sys-
tems—even in his home city of Chicago—was
not an appropriate use of federal taxpayer
funds. Big arguments over foreign policy and
domestic issues involved Phil as a leading
conservative figure in Washington and
around the nation.

Battles like these—some won, others lost—
may be forgotten, as the media focus on
Phil’s battle to preserve the Panama Canal
as an integral part of the United States. Of
course, on the Panama Canal he fought side-
by-side with the former governor of Cali-
fornia, Ronald Reagan.

For those of us who worked for Phil, we re-
member the late-night meetings of conserv-
ative congressmen, staffers and activists,
who looked to Phil Crane for leadership on
policy issues.

It was during these legislative battles that
Phil formed the idea of a coordinated effort
among House conservatives. These concep-
tual discussions resulted in Crane’s vision
for the Republican Study Committee to
counter the Ilong-established Democrat
Study Group of liberal House members.
Today, the RSC is the largest faction within
the membership of the House Republicans,
and it exists because Phil Crane envisioned
its potential.

But my fondest memories of Phil will be of
long discussions about conservative ideas
and how they best can be advanced in the po-
litical milieu of Washington.

We talked about how conservatives can
communicate more effectively with grass-
roots leaders around the nation. And we dis-
cussed how to build a conservative infra-
structure to counter the establishment in-
terests of Washington.

We decided that America needed a number
of new institutions, including a new form of
a policy research and communicating organi-
zation. From these discussions, Phil became

H7973

an early advocate of that new conservative
think tank, The Heritage Foundation. And
for that, all conservatives should be grateful.

And speaking very personally, a picture of
Phil holding our month-old son, flanked by
Linda and me, has a special place of honor in
our living room. That son is now 43 years
old, by the way.

Rest in the peace of the Lord, which you
have so eminently earned, my friend.

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute and respect to former
Congressman Phil Crane, who we lost
this week.

As a fellow committed conservative
Representative of the west and north-
west suburbs of Chicago, I have always
had a special connection to Congress-
man Crane. For 35 years, he rep-
resented sizable portions of what is
now the 14th Congressional District,
the district I represent in Congress.
When Illinois was redistricted fol-
lowing the 1990 Census, Phil Crane was
willing to give the McHenry County
portion of his old district to the newer
16th District in order to present the
Republican nominee, Don Manzullo,
with a better chance of recapturing the
district for the GOP. And he did this,
arguably, to the detriment of his own
reelection prospects down the road.

Twenty years later, most of McHenry
County is in the 14th Congressional
District, and I am proud to represent
his former constituents, who were stal-
wart supporters of his.

When he left office in 2004, he was at
the time the longest-serving House Re-
publican. In his book: ‘“The Sum of
Good Government,”” Crane wrote:

Once people are willing to admit the possi-
bility of alternatives, the battle is more than
half won and the time for refinements of a
‘“‘conservative reform platform will be at
hand.”

Phil pursued that platform as a lead-
er of the conservative movement both
in and outside of Congress. He served
as chairman of the American Conserv-
ative Union, a prominent think tank
and advocacy organization. In 1973, he
founded the preeminent conservative
organization in the House, the Repub-
lican Study Committee, of which I am
a proud member. Today, the RSC is the
largest Member organization of House
Republicans and drives much of the
conservative agenda.

Congressman Crane spent most of his
career pursuing that agenda on the
Ways and Means Committee. There, he
championed many of the ideals I and
many of our shared constituents sub-
scribe to. These include lowering taxes
on everyone, simplifying the Tax Code
so that it is fair and transparent, de-
fending free market economics, and
promoting free trade with other na-
tions.

His work propelled him to become
the ranking member and eventually
chairman of the Ways and Means Trade
Subcommittee. While there, he led the
effort to pass numerous free trade
agreements, including the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, which
opened up economic opportunities with
our northern and southern neighbors.



H7974

He also was very active in efforts to re-
duce or limit government spending and
authored and supported hundreds of
bills and amendments to bring over-
spending under control.

In addition, Phil had a passion for
and deep knowledge of American his-
tory. Citing historical events in the
Constitution to make one’s case during
floor debate and public speeches is not
a recent phenomenon. Congressman
Crane did this regularly when fighting
for his principles and policies.

Every day, he looked for opportuni-
ties to demonstrate his love for robust
discussions on conservative ideals. But
he didn’t let his firm positions on
issues drive a wedge between him and
other Members of Congress. He built
relationships with those with whom he
disagreed, and was well-liked on both
sides of the aisle, handwriting letters
to colleagues, especially thoughtful
notes to those who were going through
tough times or had lost a relative or
loved one.

Most importantly, he wrote letters
to, and spent time with, his constitu-
ents whom he represented. To him,
they were his most important relation-
ship. They were his boss, as they are to
all who are privileged to enter Con-
gress on their behalf.

Every day, I strive to represent my
district with the same commitment
and dedication as Congressman Phil
Crane did, and to stand up for the prin-
ciples that make this country great.

Mr. SHIMKUS. I thank my colleague.
It is great that you took the time out
to come. A lot of our colleagues want
to come down but are caught up with
time issues.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHIMKUS. As I said, Mr. Speak-
er, we want to recognize two colleagues
whom I served with. Congressman
HULTGREN mentioned Phil Crane and
Congresswoman KAPTUR mentioned
Lane Evans. Both were colleagues of
mine that I was fortunate to serve
with, so I am going to talk about both
of those at this time.

Lane was born in Rock Island, Illi-
nois. On August 4, 1951, he joined the
Marines at the age of 17. He had orders
for Vietnam, but he served in Okinawa,
Japan, as a security guard because his
older brother was already deployed in
the war.

In 1982, Lane was first elected from
his western Illinois district and served
for an additional 12 terms. He worked
for more than a decade after his Par-
kinson’s diagnosis, but announced in
2006 that he wouldn’t seek reelection
because of his deteriorating health.

As a Congressman, he fought for the
rights of veterans and became the sen-
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ior Democrat on the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee. He pushed legisla-
tion to help those exposed to agent or-
ange and to give former
servicemembers’ rights to judicial re-
view in pursuing their benefits. He also
campaigned for veterans grappling
with post-traumatic stress disorders
and other health problems.

As I know Lane, he was very ada-
mant and focused on serving the vet-
erans. He also was one of the first to
start talking about the concerns of vet-
erans in finding jobs after their service.
President Obama credited Lane Evans
with aiding his own political rise, say-
ing once that he wouldn’t have made it
to the U.S. Senate without early sup-
port from his fellow Illinoisan.

Lane is survived by his three broth-
ers.

Lane and I bordered each other in our
congressional districts. We split the
community of Adams County and a lit-
tle bit of a town called Quincy. When
you share congressional border lines
with a colleague, you do numerous
events together. And when they are of
different parties, they are even more
important because there are so many
things that unite us. A lot of times
there is a view that there is always di-
vision here, but back home when we
are working on issues like infrastruc-
ture, roads, bridges, and veterans’ ben-
efits, it really is a chance for the public
to see Members working together.

So I relished my time meeting and
serving with Congressman Evans as we
shared a congressional boundary line.
He gave his all to his country. He gave
his all to this country through his serv-
ice as a Member of Congress, and he
fought a very tough fight against Par-
kinson’s. He would still be here today
had he not had this debilitating disease
that forced him to leave public service.

I will remember Lane well. I wish
God’s blessing to his family.

We also want to take this time to re-
member Congressman Phil Crane.

Congressman Crane was born in Chi-
cago, Illinois, on November 3, 1930. He
received his undergraduate degree from
Hillsdale College in 1952, and went on
to earn a Ph.D. in history from Indiana
University in 1963. He also served in
the United States Army from 1954 to
1956.

In 1969, Phil Crane won a special elec-
tion race triggered by the appointment
of then-Illinois Congressman Donald
Rumsfeld to the Nixon administration.
He served in that seat from 1969 until
his defeat in 2004.

In the 1970s, Congressman Crane was
instrumental in founding, as was men-
tioned by my colleague, Congressman
HULTGREN, the Republican Study Com-
mittee, the Heritage Foundation, and
the American Conservative Union, stal-
warts of the view of conservatism who
lead the way in the debate of conserv-
atism in this country.

So I reached out to friends of mine
this afternoon, Don and Wanda Weder,
who reside in Highland, Illinois, be-
cause they were very close to Congress-
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man Crane, and I would like to read
from some remembrances that were
put down on my behalf to submit for
the Record:

We met Phil in 1964 when my father ar-
ranged for Barry Goldwater, Jr., and Phil to
speak at the Highland High School audito-
rium concerning the Presidential campaign
of Barry Goldwater. Phil and Barry, Jr., de-
livered excellent speeches. My father,
Wanda, and I were amazed at Phil’s intellect
and the fact that he spoke eloquently, in-
cluding detailed budget numbers and cogent
economic theory, all without notes.

Let me interject here, for those of us
who served with Phil, that was true
then and it was true when he served
here in Washington.

O 1915

At that time, Phil was a professor of his-
tory at Bradley University. In 1966, I trans-
ferred from the University of Illinois to
Bradley, at my father’s suggestion, to enable
attending Phil’s classes and those of Pro-
fessor Nicholas Nyaradi, the former Minister
of Hungary prior to and during World War II.
The first of Phil’s classes I attended was a
lecture series with about 300 students.

Phil typically arrives in the auditorium
about 5 minutes after his aides had imposed
order on the students. He entered impres-
sively, at a brisk pace, and with the Chicago
Tribune and other papers under his arm.

Placing the papers on the podium, he
greeted the class and began a wonderful lec-
ture, citing facts, dates, describing personal-
ities, and humorous anecdotes, all with no
reference to notes. His most memorable lec-
tures were those on the Spanish American
War and Colonel Theodore Roosevelt.

His lecture on TR was so memorable that
I could recite most of it today: TR comman-
deering two leaky boats to transport the
Rough Riders to Cuba; TR being down to his
last pair of glasses at the time of the charge
up San Juan Hill; the deficiencies of the
Rough Riders’ lever-action Craig rifles being
outranged by the Spanish 1898 Mausers; and
the real hero at the Battle of San Juan Hill,
a young second lieutenant recently grad-
uated from West Point and leading a platoon
equipped with Gatling guns.

In 1969, Donald Rumsfeld was appointed by
President Nixon to head the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Phil decided to run
for the congressional seat vacated, the 13th
Illinois District.

I graduated from Bradley that spring and
spent a good deal of my time attempting to
be of some service to Phil in his campaign.
He referred to his philosophy as conserv-
atism, an approach I thought daring at the
time. He attended many ‘‘teas’ throughout
the district and was always received, espe-
cially by the lady voters who were the pri-
mary attendees.

In subsequent campaigns, I had the privi-
lege of flying Phil around Illinois. Phil fre-
quently introduced me generously as his best
student and a Bradley summa cum laude.

I recall him sitting next to me in a single-
engine Cessna on a trip from Springfield to
Vandalia when I asked him what he intended
to say to the group of voters in Vandalia.
Phil commented, ‘I have no idea. I will have
to think fast.”

On another occasion, I asked him if his ex-
ceptional speaking skills came to him natu-
rally. He said, ‘“No. I developed them by forc-
ing myself to speak publicly and turn the
cobwebs in my brain into high voltage elec-
trical cables.”

Phil was not only exceptional mentally.
Hunting rabbits and quail with my father
and me, he demonstrated considerable skill
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with a shotgun. His endurance was phe-
nomenal.

In 1980, Phil ran in the primaries against
Ronald Reagan, John Connolly, and others.
Phil campaigned on an intellectual plane. He
was obviously the most capable and sincere
candidate.

Had Phil been elected, he would have made
his best efforts to move the country to
smaller government, greater personal lib-
erties, and a more nearly free market econ-
omy. Phil enjoyed the New Hampshire de-
bates and commented that Reagan was well-
received, primarily as a result of the old B
movie lines he used.

During President Reagan’s second term, I
commented to Phil that the President had
not actually made any real progress in re-
ducing the size of government and estab-
lishing a free market economy. He invited
my father and 11 other people to meet about
twice monthly in Washington to advise him.

My father was hospitalized prior to an
early meeting of this group, and Phil asked
me to attend. Thereafter, the group asked
me to be the 13th member of group. Phil’s
campaign accountant left the campaign. We
could not find the financial records. His po-
litical adviser had not had a bad day. He also
left the campaign.

His lead staff person left the campaign and
joined the Reagan campaign, later to receive
an appointment under the Reagan adminis-
tration. Phil wound down the campaign and
stumped for Reagan.

A few months later, he commented to me,
“I have not had a bad day since the cam-
paign ended.” In 1987, Phil told me that
President Reagan always treated him cour-
teously but seldom sought his input. He be-
lieved that the First Lady was adverse to
him because he sought the nomination in
1980.

Phil and Barry Goldwater, Jr., delivered
eulogies at the funeral of my father and
mother in 1987 and 2005. Both recalled many
years of happy times and were most touch-
ing.

You know better than I Phil’s legislative
contributions. Two major successes in which
he played a significant part were the bill
that legalized ownership of gold by private
citizens and the Freedom of Information leg-
islation.

Phil was an inspiration to his students, his
constituents, and the many advocates of per-
sonal liberty who heard him speak or read
his literary works. His passing represents an
irreplaceable loss of knowledge, capability,
and spirit to our society and all who pursue
the ideal of liberty.

So I couldn’t put into words any bet-
ter than what my good friends Don and
Wanda Weder did in a short time in
doing remembrance of someone they
knew very well.

I know I have other colleagues com-
ing down to make sure they make their
voices heard. I was fortunate to serve
with Phil. I was fortunate to go sit in
his office in the Cannon Building,
around with colleagues talking about
public policy issues of the day. It will
be times that I fondly remember.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

HONORING THE LIVES OF FORMER
REPRESENTATIVES PHIL CRANE
AND LANE EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Illi-
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nois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the Majority Leader.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, it is great to follow my col-
league, but we have some other col-
leagues here tonight that I want to
make sure that they get an oppor-
tunity to talk about their experience
with the two Members that we are here
to honor tonight, Congressman Phil
Crane and Congressman Lane Evans.

For that reason, I yield to my col-
league from the great State of Georgia
(Mr. WOODALL).

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleague from Illinois yield-
ing to me.

If Phil Crane were sitting here on the
front row tonight, he wouldn’t have
any idea who I am, but when you do
great things, you don’t ever know who
those efforts, who that toiling, that
sweating, that genuine effort that goes
into what you do, you never know who
that is going to affect.

You have heard it here tonight. It
was 1973. Folks were talking about how
it is that we could bring conservatism
to the United States Congress. It is
Paul Weyrich, it is Phil Crane, and the
RSC, the Republican Study Committee,
is born.

At that time, they thought the Re-
publican leadership was a little too lib-
eral in the House. They thought we
needed another voice to kind of bal-
ance that leadership out. Imagine that,
the audacity that a young Congress-
man—he had been on the Hill about 4
yvears at that time, won in a special
election in 1969—the audacity that Phil
Crane had, as a young Congressman,
was to say, ‘‘Maybe we need some bal-
ance in the discussion. Maybe we need
a place to debate.”

Now, that is 1973. Fast forward, it is
2014, and if you go and visit with col-
leagues today who are members of that
Republican Study Committee that has
survived and grown under Phil Crane’s
leadership and others, they will tell
you that when it comes to healthy de-
bate, that may be the single best loca-
tion in the entire United States House
of Representatives. I want you to think
about that.

Again, if Phil Crane were sitting here
on the front row, he would not remem-
ber the times that we have met because
I was a minor blip on his radar, but
what he dreamed has become the single
largest and most productive forum for
the discussion of ideas that exists in
the people’s House in the United States
of America.

I always wonder about the dreams
that we don’t hear about, those dreams
that had they materialized would have
affected dozens of lives, hundreds of
lives, thousands of lives, but because
the dreamer did not press on and the
dream was never materialized, we will
never know.

Phil Crane was not just a dreamer.
Phil Crane was a doer, and because of
the work, the sweat, the toil that he
invested, not dozens, not hundreds, but
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thousands of Members of Congress who
have followed have had an opportunity
to be among their colleagues and grap-
ple with the pathway forward.

So much of what we do here on the
House floor seems so scripted today.
What Phil Crane wanted was an oppor-
tunity for us to discuss, an opportunity
for us to challenge one another, an op-
portunity for us to make each other
better.

For all the things that Phil accom-
plished, for all the impact he had on
his family and his friends, this may
seem minor, but if you are a young
Member in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, the legacy that Phil
Crane left behind isn’t something; in
many cases, it is everything.

I cannot imagine what this institu-
tion would be today without the
groundwork that he laid those many
years ago and continued groundwork
he continued to lay until the day he
left this institution. It is a proud leg-
acy from the great State of Illinois,
and I am grateful to my friend for al-
lowing me to come down and talk
about that tonight.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Georgia. The gentleman from Georgia
mentioned the great legacy that Phil
Crane left, and it was a great legacy
that not only former Congressman Phil
Crane left for those of us who follow
him in Illinois, it is a great legacy for
former Congressman Lane Evans that
he left too.

My colleague from Georgia also men-
tioned what would a young Member of
Congress say if Phil Crane were here
today and the inspiration that he gave
to all of us.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague
and my good friend from the great
State of Illinois (Mr. SCHOCK), one of
the youngest Members of Congress to
offer his remarks.

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friend from Illinois for yield-
ing the time.

I also want to thank my colleague
from Illinois, the distinguished dean of
the Illinois Republican delegation for
organizing the tribute to the late Phil
Crane.

The history of American conserv-
atism, I believe, cannot be written
without mentioning Phil Crane. Phil
was born into a large family, to stal-
wart Republican parents. Crane’s bed-
time stories may well have been the
Federalist Papers or the collected
works of Edmund Burke.

After completing his Ph.D. in history
at Indiana University, Phil moved to
my hometown of Peoria, Illinois, and
he began teaching history, philosophy,
and economics at my alma mater,
Bradley University. For years, Crane
filled his classes with students cap-
tivated by his engaging lectures, and
he inspired them by his commitment to
America’s founding principles.

All the while, he worked to build con-
servative youth movements from the
ground up, creating leading groups like
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