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administration from making any nu-
clear agreement with Iran that seeks
to go against our national security in-
terests.

The administration and the P5+1
started with a weak hand, and that has
only gotten weaker. That is precisely
why the Iranian regime feels
emboldened to make proclamations
that it will never agree to stop its en-
richment and why it insists that it has
a right to enrich and that it must be
part of the final agreement.

In just the past few days, the IAEA,
the U.N. agency that is tasked with
monitoring Iran’s nuclear program and
ensuring its compliance with the joint
plan of action, has said that Iran re-
fuses to answer questions about its nu-
clear program and that it is impeding
its investigation into the possible mili-
tary dimensions of the program. This is
amazing.

A former TAEA chief inspector said
recently that he believes that Iran lied
about the number of advanced cen-
trifuges that it possesses. Iran itself
has confirmed that it has tested a new
centrifuge that could speed up its en-
richment process even further; yet the
administration is so desperate to get us
to a ‘‘yes’” that it will overlook these
very serious and dangerous trans-
gressions.

The President has also failed to in-
clude in the negotiations Tehran’s bal-
listic missile program, its support for
terror worldwide, and its abysmal
human rights record. The Supreme
Leader right now is calling to arm
Gaza and the West Bank to fight
against Israel, and it calls for the
democratic Jewish state to be elimi-
nated.

Had the administration come to Con-
gress before it mistakenly entered into
these discussions and asked us what we
needed to see for an acceptable deal, we
would have said keep the sanctions
against the Iranian regime. Keep the
sanctions, and threaten to even expand
them.

We would have kept the only lever-
age we had against the regime until it
agreed to abandon its enrichment and
other illicit activities, but the Presi-
dent opted to not do that and, instead,
mistakenly eased the sanctions, inject-
ing money into the Iranian economy
and giving away our leverage, and he
still doesn’t look to us for any input.

Mr. Speaker, the administration’s
idea of consultation is a one-way
street. It comes to brief us and our
staff on the Iran nuclear deal, but it
isn’t interested in hearing our input
and having that reflected in its ap-
proach to the negotiations with Iran.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must not
allow this administration to continue
to circumvent us and ignore our con-
cerns about this weak negotiating posi-
tion. We have been saying from day one
that this approach was a mistake and
that the joint plan of action was a sig-
nal that the administration has con-
ceded on the enrichment aspect of the
Iran nuclear program.
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Iran has already emerged as the clear
winner in this whole charade, and the
P5+1 nations, especially the United
States, look more foolish, more pa-
thetic, and weaker than we did when
the North Korean regime implemented
the same tactics.

If the President continues to ignore
our warnings on signing a nuclear deal
that we believe goes against U.S. na-
tional security interests, then it is in-
cumbent upon us in Congress to take
firm action.

Simply put, we must take action and
get serious about preventing Iran from
obtaining a nuclear weapon, and that
means ensuring that Iran cannot en-
rich any uranium at all and that it
must dismantle its nuclear infrastruc-
ture.

We must start right now by sending
an unambiguous message to the admin-
istration that we will not accept any
deal that leaves Iran with even the
slightest capability of producing a nu-
clear weapon.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF LANE
A. EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, in
1982, in the State of Illinois, a 31-year-
old man announced his candidacy for
United States Congress from the 17th
Congressional District. His name was
Lane Evans. He was a Marine veteran
and a young legal aid attorney helping
poor people in his home community.

It was viewed initially as kind of a
suicide mission that he was not going
to be able to win, but some of us de-
cided that we were going to get in-
volved in that campaign even though
we weren’t necessarily from his district
and, gathering with people who sup-
ported him from his area, ran a cam-
paign that elected the first Democrat
since the Civil War from that area, a
young man who impressed the people of
his district with his incredible mod-
esty, but also clarity.

Lane Evans was so clear that his mis-
sion was to represent the ordinary peo-
ple of that section of western Illinois,
to represent unions and veterans and
poor people, and to be their voice in
the United States Congress. It turned
out to be one of the most important
elections in my view, in history, cer-
tainly in the history of the State of Il-
linois.

Lane served for 25 years in the Con-
gress. Again, this was a district that
was considered kind of a swing district,
but year after year, election after elec-
tion, Lane Evans would be elected with
very wide margins.

Lane Evans was fearless. He would
stand up for what was right even when
some of us would say, ‘‘Liane, are you
sure? This may not go over so great in
your district. What do you think?”’

He would look at us and say, ‘‘Abso-
lutely. This is the right thing to do. I
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don’t have any qualms about it.” He
would vote his conscience, and people
respected that, whether they totally
agreed with every vote or not.

Lane Evans was the first member—or
maybe DANNY DAVIS—the second—in
our delegation to endorse for Senator a
young Barack Obama. Lane proudly
brought him to western Illinois and
was always a great supporter.

When Barack Obama won his election
for President in 2008, he sat next to
Lane Evans, who was already some-
what debilitated by Parkinson’s dis-
ease, a disease that finally took his life
after two decades, holding his hand and
telling him that, if it weren’t for Lane
Evans, that Barack Obama wouldn’t be
President of the United States of
America.

He was diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease almost two decades ago. Lane
Evans lived so modestly. I think some
people have impressions of Members of
Congress as having drivers and black
limousines or something. Lane Evans
lived exactly like the ordinary person
in his district.

As his funeral procession led through
the Quad Cities, we went down, in Rock
Island, Lane Evans Way. It was a
neighborhood of very modest, middle
class—I would even say working class—
homes. That is where Lane Evans grew
up, and that is where his heart and his
mind always were.

Lane Evans was honored by the Ma-
rines as he was leaving Congress with
the tattoo that they do, an amazing
performance and then an honor for
Lane.

Lane, as a Vietnam era veteran, was
the first really to talk about agent or-
ange and the impact that it had on the
long-term health of many of our Viet-
nam veterans and, finally, to get care
for our veterans for agent orange.

He was one of the early people to un-
derstand the unseen injuries of PTSD
and to call attention to that as rank-
ing member on the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee.

He was such an inspiring person, such
a fearless fighter for the middle class,
for veterans; and it is apt that we now
name the VA clinic in Galesburg, Illi-
nois, in the 17th Congressional Dis-
trict, for Congressman Lane Evans. It
is part of his legacy, but only part of
his legacy.

For many of us, we will always be-
lieve that, because of Lane Evans, it is
good politics as well as good policy to
stand up for the principles that you be-
lieve in for a just society, for an equal
society. And I am sure DANNY DAVIS
will talk about that.

Before I was elected to anything, we
went to El Salvador, so Lane Evans’
sense of justice extended beyond the
borders of the United States of Amer-
ica to major conflicts in Central Amer-
ica.

Lane Evans will be sorely missed but
ever remembered.
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TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE
LANE EVANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I am proud to join with my
colleagues in paying tribute to former
Congressman Lane Evans, to convey
condolences to his family and friends,
and to urge the naming of a VA out-
patient clinic in Galesburg, Illinois, in
his name and in his honor.

I had come to know and revere Rep-
resentative Lane Evans long before I
became a Member of Congress. As a
matter of fact, he was known not only
in the area that he represented, but
throughout Illinois and especially
among individuals who considered
themselves to be political progressives.

As a matter of fact, I had the good
fortune to travel with Lane and a
group to El Salvador under his leader-
ship and under the sponsorship of a
group at the time known as People to
People.
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As a matter of fact, in that same
group was Representative JAN SCHA-
KOWSKY, and that is where I felt that I
really got to know JAN and her hus-
band, Bob.

Lane Evans spent most of his adult
life in public service except for the
time he was in college or law school.
Not only did he enlist in the Marines
during the Vietnam era and comported
himself extremely well during his ten-
ure, but Lane also was a legal aid at-
torney. That is an attorney who works
specifically to represent those who oth-
erwise would not have had any legal
representation. After being elected to
Congress in 1982, he established himself
as a strong voice for veterans and
championed other progressive causes.
During his entire time in Congress, he
served on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee and rose to the commission of
ranking member.

Lane gave us his physical and mental
capabilities until he could actually
give no more. That is, he would often
come to work barely able to sit, some-
times barely able to walk in, at the
time when others would have just
given up and said, ‘I can’t do this any-
more.”’

Lane did us proud. Therefore, I am
proud to join in this tribute, and I am
proud to support the naming of the VA
medical facility in Galesburg, Illinois,
as the Lane A. Evans Community-
Based Outpatient Clinic. Lane is abso-
lutely deserving of this honor. I have
never, ever known anyone who worked
as long and as hard as Lane did with
his illness, and he simply worked, as
they sometimes say in Christian
churches, until his days were done.

Lane, I am proud to have known you,
proud to have served with you, and
proud to call you my friend.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Imam Hamad Chebli, Islamic Society
of Central Jersey, Monmouth Junction,
New Jersey, offered the following pray-
er:

Peace and blessings of Allah be upon
you. Assalaamu’alaykum. In the name
of Allah, the most gracious, the most
merciful. Praise be to Allah, the
cherisher, the sustainer of the worlds,
the most gracious, the most merciful
master of the day of judgment. Thee do
we worship and Thine aid we seek.
Guide us to the straight path.

The God of all the prophets and the
messengers says in the Koran, He does
not place a responsibility on you great-
er than you can bear. Everyone will re-
ceive the good they have earned and
vice versa.

Let us pray:

O God, bless us as we begin a new
day. Bless this assembly, bless the peo-
ple and Nation it represents. O God, at
this time in our history, the challenges
for our Nation and the world are many.
O God, grant these men and women the
wisdom, the guidance, and the strength
to pursue compassion, justice, and
sound judgment. O God, in Your wis-
dom, You have placed upon them great
responsibility and honor. O God, please
help them with Your guidance and
Your light. O God, grant them the will
and the means to improve the well-
being of all inhabitants of this great
Nation and beyond.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING IMAM HAMAD CHEBLI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to join me in welcoming
Imam Hamad Ahmad Chebli, the Imam
of the Islamic Society of Central Jer-
sey in South Brunswick, New Jersey.
Imam Chebli has been both a friend and
an ambassador of Islam to me and
many others in New Jersey, and we are
all honored that his prayer has opened
this session of Congress.

Imam Chebli is a native of Lebanon
and attended one of the most pres-
tigious Islamic institutions in the
world, Al-Azhar University in Cairo,
Egypt, where he received his master’s
in Islamic Canonical Law. He has been
the religious leader of ISCJ since 1986,
where he makes Muslims and non-Mus-
lims feel welcome.

The depth of his faith and scholar-
ship, his commanding dignity, and the
warmth of his personality make him
the most prominent and attractive fig-
ure of Islam in our region. In a period
where the public understanding of
Islam has grown greatly, we are fortu-
nate to have Imam Chebli in our com-
munity.

He has worked hard to build inter-
faith dialogue and public under-
standing, serving as a member of the
North and South Brunswick Diversity
Committee and of the regional clergy
association. Most recently, New Jer-
sey’s Governor appointed Imam Chebli
to the Governor’s Leadership Summit
on Diversity.

He and I have a friendship and asso-
ciation that has lasted many years, es-
pecially since September 2001, and I
greatly value our friendship.

Imam Chebli is the proud husband of
Mona Rich, and he is the loving father
of their six children; Ahmad, Muham-
mad, Maryam, Mahmood, Khalid, and
Marwa; and the loving grandfather to
seven grandchildren.

Through his inspiring prayer this
morning, we can all gain wisdom and
guidance.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of Georgia). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

ROSE MOUNTAIN BUTCHER
SHOPPE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, during a re-
cent visit to Lansing, North Carolina, I
stopped in Rose Mountain Butcher
Shoppe and met its proprietor, Ann
Rose. Ann is a pioneer in the region’s
local foods movement, delivering meat
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