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b 1351 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO 
CANAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL 
PARK COMMISSION EXTENSION 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 476) to amend the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Development Act to ex-
tend to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
National Historical Park Commission, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 0, 
not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 506] 

YEAS—419 
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b 1359 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 
RESOLUTION, 2015 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FOXX). Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule 
19, further consideration of the joint 
resolution (H.J. Res. 124) making con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 
2015, and for other purposes, will now 
resume. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When 
proceedings were postponed on Tues-
day, September 16, 2014, 3 hours and 
301⁄2 minutes of debate remained on the 
amendment printed in part B of House 
Report 113–600 offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCKEON). 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCKEON) has 1 hour and 411⁄2 minutes 
remaining, and the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. SMITH) has 1 hour and 
49 minutes remaining. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished 
gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN), my friend and colleague. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to speak on behalf of some-
thing that I am for, and that is the 
chairman’s amendment as he has pre-
sented it. 

Madam Speaker, I think that for so 
many of us who represent men and 

women in uniform who comprise our 
fighting forces and who have been so 
diligent in this battle, in this war on 
terrorism, we look at these votes and 
certainly it causes us concern; and we 
know that the measure that the House 
is taking up is a measure as requested 
by the President—we recognize that— 
and we recognize, also, the severity and 
importance of the issue. 

Madam Speaker, this is an issue that 
should require the full attention of 
every member and every staff member 
of this body. And I think that we all 
approach this—I do—with a lot of ques-
tions, and we realize that what the 
Commander in Chief has asked for is 
really, in the opinion of so many of the 
men and women that I represent, a half 
measure. 

I wish we would see more leadership, 
and I am hopeful that in days to come 
we will see leadership from our Com-
mander in Chief. That is what the men 
and women deserve, and that is what 
the American people deserve as we 
seek to protect our homeland. 

I wish that we could stand here and 
say this administration has learned 
their lessons, because they have so 
mishandled the drawdown in Iraq. And 
the rhetoric of al Qaeda being on the 
run was truly a disservice to our mili-
tary forces and to our men and women 
in uniform and to the American people. 

It would be my hope that as we take 
a first step that we recenter our focus 
and commit to annihilating ISIL from 
the face of the Earth. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN). 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam Speaker, the 
threat from ISIS is real. All of us have 
seen the violence and the barbarism of 
ISIS. The rapid advance of ISIS mili-
tants within Iraq and Syria is an im-
mediate threat to these countries in 
the region. 

No one should be under any delusion 
about what will happen if the U.S. sits 
this one out. If unchecked, the ISIS 
threat will grow and become even more 
difficult to address down the road and 
directly threaten our Nation. 

As we have seen since President 
Obama authorized the limited air-
strikes against ISIS in August, we have 
the ability to mitigate the ISIS threat, 
but we cannot defeat ISIS by ourselves 
with U.S. airstrikes. 

Thomas Friedman said it well in The 
New York Times: 

ISIS loses if our moderate Arab-Muslim 
partners can unite and make this a civil war 
within Islam—a civil war in which America 
is the air force for the Sunnis and Shiites of 
decency versus those of barbarism . . . It is 
about them and who they want to be. 

As I see it, an important aspect of 
U.S. assistance under this amendment 
in the training of Syrian rebels is that 
it will be an occasion for nations with 
a Sunni majority to join in a battle 
against the fanatical Sunni ISIS. Hope-

fully, this can lead to expanded in-
volvement of other nations in this bat-
tle at the same time as Iraq’s Shi’a ma-
jority, with our active encouragement, 
finally provides full rights and partici-
pation for its Sunni and Kurdish mi-
norities. 

So amidst all the difficulties and the 
challenges—and they are serious and 
many—this amendment can hopefully 
serve as a stepping stone, as a stepping 
stone to a broad-based, effective coali-
tion against the spread of ISIS. 

Our country can provide air support, 
can provide intelligence and other lo-
gistics, but in the end, it cannot 
achieve for the people of Syria and Iraq 
on the ground what they can only do 
for themselves. 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. MCCAUL), my colleague and 
the chairman of the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from California, 
the chairman, whose amendment I sup-
port here today, and I will support any 
measure that will lead to the destruc-
tion of ISIS. 

This administration has known about 
this threat for over a year. It wasn’t 
until the two beheadings of an Amer-
ican journalist and a British aid work-
er that the American people really un-
derstood the pure evil that is ISIS. The 
White House has been sending mixed 
messages. Words do matter. 

Finally, I believe this administration 
realized, despite its flawed narrative 
over the years, what the threat from 
ISIS really is. In fact, General 
Dempsey, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, said, to fully defeat ISIS, we 
have to go into Syria. I agree with him. 
We must cut off the head of the snake 
wherever it exists, and it does exist in 
Syria. 

While limited in nature, this author-
ization will begin the process to do just 
that by vetting, equipping, and train-
ing moderate forces by the United 
States military in Saudi Arabia. 

I had some reservations about the 
vetting process. I did visit with Pen-
tagon officials, and I got greater con-
fidence. I do believe the numbers are a 
little bit too low, but the broader 
strategy under General Allen is to lead 
a coalition not only of NATO allies, 
but of these moderate Sunni nations to 
build a ground force in Syria which 
currently does not exist. 

It is vital, Madam Speaker, that 
Sunni moderates stand up, Sunni mod-
erates and Arab nations step up to the 
plate to defeat and combat Sunni ex-
tremists in their own backyard. 

While this is a step in the right direc-
tion, I believe that, long term, the ad-
ministration needs to come forward 
with a comprehensive strategy, one 
that the American people and Congress 
can debate, which could be fully au-
thorized by Congress. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, there is 
nothing more important that we de-
bate up here, that we talk about here, 
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