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Republicans seem proud that this pres-
tigious body has been labeled the Do-
Nothing Congress.

For the past 2 years, Democrats have
repeatedly called on the Republicans to
tackle a pro-jobs, pro-middle -class
agenda. Democrats have consistently
put forth proposals that would grow
jobs, provide workers with a living
wage, and fix our broken immigration
system. Instead of working with Demo-
crats to bring about the change sup-
ported by the majority of Americans,
Republicans have refused to act.

Instead, the Republican majority has
spent the 113th Congress appealing to
the fringes of the Republican Party.
They wasted hundreds of thousands of
taxpayer dollars trying to defend the
Defense of Marriage Act. They held
hearing after hearing after hearing to
pursue conspiracy theories about
Benghazi at the expense of our Nation’s
delicate work in a volatile region. And
for the first time in the history of our
Republic, the Republicans voted to sue
the President of the United States for
delaying a health care mandate that
they themselves have long opposed.
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My Republican colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, routinely walk away from

key discussions and negotiations, fail-
ing to lead, but worse, failing the
American people. They have, however,
succeeded in making this Republican-
controlled House one of the least pro-
ductive and most divided in our Na-
tion’s history.

In the Senate where 60 votes are
needed to pass any bill, Republicans
have also been successful in blocking
important proposals that have the
overwhelming support of the American
people. As a result, Americans’ con-
fidence in Congress has fallen to less
than 10 percent.

The American people desperately
need their elected representatives to
come together to advance policies that
benefit our citizens. The American peo-
ple don’t care about Republicans or
Democrats. They care about us work-
ing to improve their lives, but Repub-
licans insist on driving us further
apart.

Instead of doing the work we were
elected to do, House Republicans have
scheduled another 5-week break begin-
ning in October. I guess obstruction
must really be exhausting to all of
them.

There is so much work that remains
to be done. I pray my Republican col-
leagues hear me. Now is the time to
work the will of the American people.
That is what we were sent here to do.

I urge the majority to end this Con-
gress on a high note. Cancel the 5-week
break. I am serious. Cancel the 5-week
break. I can handle it if you can handle
it.

Let’s raise the minimum wage, re-
form our immigration system, and en-
sure equal pay for equal work. It is
what the American people expect and
deserve.
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MEDICAID EXPANSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to highlight the urgent
need for 24 States to expand Medicaid
for the 5.7 million Americans who fall
into the Medicaid gap.

Among those excluded are 435,000
cashiers, 341,000 cooks, and 253,000
nurses’ aides. These hardworking
Americans should not have to choose
between groceries and medicine or be-
tween rent and a doctor’s visit.

On behalf of all Alabamians, I would
like to extend my sincere gratitude to
my colleagues, Representatives
BUTTERFIELD and JOHNSON, for heading
up the State Medicaid Expansion Cau-
cus, of which I am a proud member.

It is painfully unsettling that the 24
States not expanding Medicaid are the
very States where the concentration of
those living in poverty and without
health care is the most acute. The 24
States that have rejected Medicaid ex-
pansion are home to over half of the
Nation’s population, but 68 percent of
the poor, uninsured, Blacks, and single
mothers. These constituents have the
highest burden of illness and costs to
our entire health care system.

The 235,000 Alabamians and 5.7 mil-
lion Americans who fall in the cov-
erage gap are our most vulnerable citi-
zens. About 60 percent of the Nation’s
uninsured working poor live in these 24
States.

These individuals pay their taxes,
they work hard, and they contribute to
our community. Our government
should support them in return. To not
expand Medicaid for these hardworking
Americans is reckless disregard for
their dramatic needs and their impor-
tant work that they do in our commu-
nity.

Expanding Medicaid is not only a
moral imperative, but an economic im-
perative as well. There is not a State in
the country that will benefit from its
refusal to accept Federal dollars pro-
vided to them to expand their Medicaid
program.

Alabamians need jobs, and they need
health care. Without raising a cent in
taxes, my Governor and State leaders
can achieve both job creation and
health care coverage by expanding
Medicaid.

The facts are clear. There is not an
economic development investment in
Alabama’s history that would provide
the State with 35,000 new jobs like
Medicaid expansion would. Our State
leaders cannot be honest with their
constituents in arguing that they are
interested in economic development
while turning down $375 million a quar-
ter.

In the State of Alabama, the income
ceiling for Medicaid in its current form
for a family of three is $3,560 annually.
That is less than $10 a day for a family
of three. This is the lowest Medicaid
income ceiling in the country. So fami-
lies that earn a mere $15 a day are left
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behind when it comes to being able to
afford access to affordable health care.

While I understand the political re-
alities in which we operate and in
which my Governor operates, I do not
understand the shameful neglect of our
most vulnerable constituents, our rural
hospitals, and our fragile economy that
is presented in our State’s refusal to
accept Medicaid expansion.

Our most sacred responsibility to
serve our constituents shall not be ex-
amined and instituted through such a
dangerous partisan lens. With each day
that my State of Alabama delays ex-
pansion, more of our constituents are
unable to work due to unrelated health
conditions.

Americans who are both impover-
ished and sick should not have to wait
one more day while our State leaders
play political football with this urgent
issue.

This is why I am so proud to stand
with my colleagues in the State Med-
icaid Expansion Caucus today in send-
ing a clear message to our State lead-
ers that enough is enough. We need to
expand Medicaid now for every State in
the Union.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois)
at noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Cliff Lea, First Baptist
Church of Leesburg, Leesburg, Florida,
offered the following prayer:

Living Lord, it is an honor to come
and open our hearts before You today.
We acknowledge Your greatness and
power over us and all things. Thank
You for salvation.

It is with our deepest gratitude that
we thank You for the privilege of being
called Americans. With humility, let
us realize the responsibility this privi-
lege entails. Let Your presence in us be
the light that causes this Nation to
shine bright in the world.

Grant Your favor, wisdom, and pro-
tection to our troops here and abroad.
Place within our leaders and Rep-
resentatives, here in the House and the
Senate, a desire to make God-honoring
decisions. May our President be guided
by Your truth. In our differences, let us
see You first.

Please give each of us in this place
and every citizen of this Nation a con-
trite heart and willingness to follow
Your way.
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In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. HIG-
GINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S SPEECH ON
ISIS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the so-called
Islamic State, or ISIS, has been doing
what terrorists have done for mil-
lennia: decimating villages, perse-
cuting religious minorities, and mas-
sacring the innocent, including the
brutal public beheadings of two Amer-
ican journalists.

For the past month, as lawmakers
and leaders around the country have
called for President Obama to outline a
plan to respond to this enemy, the
President has been vacationing, golf-
ing, and fundraising for partisan allies.

The President initially admitted that
he doesn’t have a strategy for dealing
with ISIS, a brutal group he once com-
pared to a jayvee team. He then indi-
cated his goal was reducing ISIS to a
manageable problem.

This won’t do.

Tonight, the President addresses the
Nation. I hope he uses the opportunity
to make a change. I hope he uses his
speech to provide a clear strategy. I
hope he provides long overdue leader-
ship on this issue. The American people
and the world are waiting.

—————

PASSING OF TOM McCORMICK

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to mourn the passing
and recognize the life of Tom McCor-
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mick: loving husband, father, marine,
man of great faith, and dedicated pub-
lic servant to the city of Dublin, Cali-
fornia.

Following graduation from high
school, he joined the U.S. Marines and
served honorably in the Korean war,
where he received a Purple Heart.

Tom loved Dublin deeply, serving 17
yvears as an elected representative for
the Dublin-San Ramon Services Dis-
trict, where he pushed, and was one of
the first in the State to push, for water
recycling systems. We can also thank
Tom for his role in helping to create
and establish the Dublin Heritage
Park.

Tom also had a big heart. In 1975, he
and his wife, Claudia, took in some of
the last South Vietnamese refugees.

Tom will be missed.

I send my condolences to his wife,
Claudia, of 42 years, who also served as
a Dublin City Council member; his
sons, Marshall and Thomas; and step-
children, Melinda, Desiree, and Kathy.

————

HARVEST HOPE ADDRESSES
PRESIDENT’S JOB POLICIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last month’s jobs report re-
vealed the worst numbers of the year.
Millions of Americans are continuing
to drop out of the workforce, destroy-
ing opportunity. A clear symbol of the
President’s failure is that 14 million
more people are forced to depend on
food stamps than when the President
took office.

The State’s recent article explains
families are hurting as a result of the
President’s failed job policies.

Harvest Hope Food Bank is serving
an unexpected increase of needy fami-
lies. CEO Denise Holland says: ‘“‘Every
morning when we open up, the lines are
waiting for us all the way to the road.
The people who are suffering from hun-
ger have not seen an improvement in
their financial condition yet.”

House Republicans have passed over
40 job-creation solutions which are
blocked in the Senate. The President
should change course so we can, to-
gether, work for job opportunities.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and the President’s actions should be
based on remembering September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

My sympathy to Mayor Rita Crapps
and the families of Batesburg-
Leesville.

————
HONORING JOE SCHNEIDER

(Ms. DUCKWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker,
today I want to tell the story of a con-
stituent of mine whose life has exem-
plified the American Dream.
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Joe Schneider was born in Kernei,
Yugoslavia, in 1929. While his father
was off fighting in World War II, Joe
led his displaced family on a journey
throughout Eastern Europe. As refu-
gees, the war years were extremely
challenging, and he eventually lost a
leg at the age of 15.

His family was given the opportunity
to leave Austria and arrived in the U.S.
as immigrants in 1951. Without speak-
ing a word of English, he set out to
start working as a tailor. He finally
lived his dream when he founded Joe’s
Tailor Shop at 50. For more than 25
years, his small family business cre-
ated employment and provided for
more than 20 families. As a resident of
Hanover Park, Illinois, Joe was known
for his commitment to his community.

In 1953, Joe met Katharina Schaeffer,
who was also an immigrant from
Kernei. They had three children and
three grandchildren together. The fam-
ily was blessed to be able to celebrate
Joe and Katharina’s 60th wedding anni-
versary in February.

Unfortunately, Joe passed away re-
cently, but his American Dream and
love for his country and his family will
live on forever. I send my condolences
to his family and especially to Herman,
his son, who continues that tradition
of the American Dream and is leading
manufacturing in our district, adding
to the strength of this Nation.

——————

RUSSIA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, Vladimir
Putin lives in an alternate reality, one
where the state is still all-powerful and
can control reality for its citizens.

In the 1930s, Stalin could make peo-
ple disappear by sending them to the
gulags and then erasing any mention of
them in state archives. By controlling
all information, he could pretend that
black was white and up was down.

Today, in Russia, Putin wants to pre-
tend that the Ukrainian insurgency is
homegrown, that Russian soldiers on
the other side of the border are lost or
just volunteers. He wants to pretend
that Kiev is controlled by Nazis. His
state-owned media dutifully reports
these fictions as fact.

The Soviet Union hasn’t existed in
more than 20 years. It collapsed out of
weakness, and Russia remains weak
and wholly dependent on energy ex-
ports today. Putin can pretend all he
wants, but the reality is that he does
not have the power of the secretary
general or the czars. Let’s not let him
turn his dreams into reality by aban-
doning our friends and NATO allies. We
must stand up for their freedom and
support them more vigorously.

——
BOKO HARAM

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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