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they assume that ISIS can be de-
stroyed immediately without any 
American boots on the ground. The 
ground forces necessary to destroy 
ISIS immediately, that deployment 
would involve hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of American casualties. Even if 
we had a victory over ISIS that was 
swift, our forces would be the ones on 
the ground. We would then be viewed 
as responsible for providing security, 
which would require a prolonged pres-
ence. 

Now, some fantasize that Turkey or 
Saudi Arabia or somebody else—just 
not us—will be willing to deploy 
ground forces and suffer major casual-
ties. Well, keep in mind that Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia weren’t willing to 
suffer any casualties to destroy Sad-
dam Hussein in our final war against 
him, and that these two Sunni nations 
hate some of the enemies of ISIS as 
much they hate ISIS. If there are going 
to be troops on the ground, they will 
not just magically appear from others 
in the region. 

The greatest flaw in the simple 
thinking is to focus exclusively on 
whom we want to destroy without ask-
ing who will be empowered by such de-
struction. Who are the enemies of ISIS 
that ISIS is fighting today? Who would 
step into the vacuum if ISIS were rap-
idly destroyed? Four entities: the al- 
Nusra front, ISIS’ chief rival in Syria. 
The al-Nusra front, of course, is part of 
al Qaeda. Second, Assad, who has killed 
over 191,000 of his own people. Third, 
the extremist Shiite militias and per-
haps former Prime Minister Maliki. 
These are forces that killed hundreds 
of Americans last decade. And fourth, 
Hezbollah and its patron Iran, who 
killed hundreds of Americans in Leb-
anon in 1983 and also killed hundreds of 
Americans in Iraq last decade. 

Now, there is constant discussion 
that ISIS might have the ability to 
conduct operations outside the Middle 
East, perhaps against us. Hezbollah and 
Iran have killed hundreds of people in 
actions in Asia, South America, Africa, 
and Europe. So let us be clear: those 
who will take power if ISIS is swept 
aside are nearly as evil as ISIS. Let us 
applaud a President who has taken de-
cisive action, acted with caution, 
achieved significant military victories, 
and done it all without a single Amer-
ican casualty. 

Finally, there is the issue of Con-
gress. What is our role? Some think 
that our role is to dodge tough votes, 
leave town next week, and stay away 
until Veterans Day, all without voting 
on what America is doing in the Middle 
East. Unfortunately, we ought to do 
our job. The War Powers Act allows the 
President to act for 60 or 90 days. After 
that, if Congress refuses to act, the 
President either has to violate the Con-
stitution or summon Congress back 
and hope that we do our job. We ought 
to pass a resolution authorizing air op-
erations for a significant period of time 
while not expanding the President’s 
limited rights to deploy ground forces. 

We ask our pilots to do their job. We 
in Congress should do ours. Let’s con-
sider a War Powers Act resolution. 
Let’s take the tough vote. 

f 

THE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 20th anni-
versary of the passage of the Violence 
Against Women Act. 

Our Nation has certainly come a long 
way in advancing the rights of women. 
In fact, just a few weeks ago, our coun-
try celebrated Women’s Equality Day, 
a day commemorating the passage of 
the 19th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, granting women the right to vote. 
Women, united together against in-
credible odds, have fought for the right 
to participate in our democratic proc-
ess. And, now, 94 year later, our fight 
for our dignity continues in our own 
homes—the war being waged against 
domestic violence. The Violence 
Against Women Act embodies that 
fight against women being brutalized 
by those who claim to love us. The Vio-
lence Against Women Act provides the 
resources for women to access police 
protection, legal services, and social 
services. 

The passage and reauthorization of 
the Violence Against Women Act was a 
victory for our entire country—a vic-
tory for Native American women who 
had been raped and brutalized on tribal 
lands with impunity, a victory for 
LGBTQ victims whose agony was ig-
nored because of their gender identity, 
a victory for young women in college 
whose institutions were derelict in 
their response to ‘‘boys just being 
boys,’’ and a victory for children whose 
emotional wounds had scabbed over 
with no healing balm. 

We can take comfort knowing that 
the Violence Against Women Act is 
making a true difference in the lives of 
countless women across the country. It 
has helped reduce domestic violence by 
shifting the way our culture responds 
to it. For instance, our Services-Train-
ing-Officers-Prosecutors, or STOP, 
grant program provides vital funding 
to local communities, giving them the 
tools they need to strengthen the 
States’ criminal justice system re-
sponse for victims. 

And the Violence Against Women Act 
isn’t just socially responsible, it is fis-
cally responsible, as well. In its first 6 
years alone, the Violence Against 
Women Act saved taxpayers at least 
$12.6 billion in net averted social costs. 
A recent study found that civil protec-
tion orders saved one State, Kentucky, 
on average $85 million in a single year. 

The road to this victory wasn’t trav-
eled alone. As I look around, I see 
many of those who stood with me in 
the face of partisan opposition and ob-
struction. I see the faces of friends and 
champions like Representative DONNA 

EDWARDS, Representative TOM COLE, 
Representative LOUISE SLAUGHTER, 
Representative JOHN CONYERS, and 
Leader NANCY PELOSI. But I don’t want 
to just talk about Members of this 
body but talk about those who walk 
outside these Halls, champions like 
President Obama, Vice President JOE 
BIDEN, President and Secretary Clin-
ton, Kim Gandy from the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence, and 
all those Native American tribes who 
showed up to stand for the reauthoriza-
tion. 

As I stand here remembering those 
who have walked with us, I am re-
minded of my very own home district 
of Milwaukee. Our community will, 
once again, host the annual Brides 
Walk sponsored by the UMOS Latina 
Resource Center. This walk commemo-
rates a Dominican American woman 
who was brutally murdered by her jeal-
ous ex-boyfriend in New Jersey on her 
wedding day. This beautiful bride was 
shot dead in her wedding dress. This 
event, the Brides Walk, was inspired by 
a staunch advocate for women’s rights, 
Josie Ashton, who raised awareness 
about domestic violence by walking 
from New Jersey to Florida wearing 
her own wedding dress and spending 
the night sleeping at shelters from New 
Jersey to Florida to elucidate the prob-
lems and challenges of domestic vio-
lence, and remind us that sometimes 
so-called love can turn to abuse. 

This event, the Brides Walk in Mil-
waukee, will be celebrated by women 
donning wedding gowns and walking 
through the streets of Milwaukee 
speaking against domestic violence. 
They will be accompanied by brave 
men who walk by their sides. And so I 
urge people in Milwaukee to join the 
March Against Domestic Violence in 
Milwaukee and to use social media to 
bring attention to this pressing issue. 

f 

THE DO-NOTHING CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, we 
only have 24 legislative days left in the 
113th Congress, yet the Republican ma-
jority has failed to pass any meaning-
ful legislation. The last 2 years have 
been wasted with partisan rhetoric and 
legislative initiatives that amount to 
nothing more than talking points. 
House Republicans have made this the 
least productive Congress in recent 
memory. 

They have waged a sustained war 
against low-income citizens by block-
ing commonsense legislation that 
would raise the minimum wage and re-
store emergency unemployment insur-
ance. They continue to oppose efforts 
to ensure women receive equal pay for 
equal work. For the first time in the 
history of our Nation, they are pur-
suing a frivolous lawsuit against the 
President at taxpayer expense, and I 
continue to fume about that lawsuit. 
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Republicans seem proud that this pres-
tigious body has been labeled the Do- 
Nothing Congress. 

For the past 2 years, Democrats have 
repeatedly called on the Republicans to 
tackle a pro-jobs, pro-middle class 
agenda. Democrats have consistently 
put forth proposals that would grow 
jobs, provide workers with a living 
wage, and fix our broken immigration 
system. Instead of working with Demo-
crats to bring about the change sup-
ported by the majority of Americans, 
Republicans have refused to act. 

Instead, the Republican majority has 
spent the 113th Congress appealing to 
the fringes of the Republican Party. 
They wasted hundreds of thousands of 
taxpayer dollars trying to defend the 
Defense of Marriage Act. They held 
hearing after hearing after hearing to 
pursue conspiracy theories about 
Benghazi at the expense of our Nation’s 
delicate work in a volatile region. And 
for the first time in the history of our 
Republic, the Republicans voted to sue 
the President of the United States for 
delaying a health care mandate that 
they themselves have long opposed. 

b 1045 

My Republican colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, routinely walk away from 
key discussions and negotiations, fail-
ing to lead, but worse, failing the 
American people. They have, however, 
succeeded in making this Republican- 
controlled House one of the least pro-
ductive and most divided in our Na-
tion’s history. 

In the Senate where 60 votes are 
needed to pass any bill, Republicans 
have also been successful in blocking 
important proposals that have the 
overwhelming support of the American 
people. As a result, Americans’ con-
fidence in Congress has fallen to less 
than 10 percent. 

The American people desperately 
need their elected representatives to 
come together to advance policies that 
benefit our citizens. The American peo-
ple don’t care about Republicans or 
Democrats. They care about us work-
ing to improve their lives, but Repub-
licans insist on driving us further 
apart. 

Instead of doing the work we were 
elected to do, House Republicans have 
scheduled another 5-week break begin-
ning in October. I guess obstruction 
must really be exhausting to all of 
them. 

There is so much work that remains 
to be done. I pray my Republican col-
leagues hear me. Now is the time to 
work the will of the American people. 
That is what we were sent here to do. 

I urge the majority to end this Con-
gress on a high note. Cancel the 5-week 
break. I am serious. Cancel the 5-week 
break. I can handle it if you can handle 
it. 

Let’s raise the minimum wage, re-
form our immigration system, and en-
sure equal pay for equal work. It is 
what the American people expect and 
deserve. 

MEDICAID EXPANSION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to highlight the urgent 
need for 24 States to expand Medicaid 
for the 5.7 million Americans who fall 
into the Medicaid gap. 

Among those excluded are 435,000 
cashiers, 341,000 cooks, and 253,000 
nurses’ aides. These hardworking 
Americans should not have to choose 
between groceries and medicine or be-
tween rent and a doctor’s visit. 

On behalf of all Alabamians, I would 
like to extend my sincere gratitude to 
my colleagues, Representatives 
BUTTERFIELD and JOHNSON, for heading 
up the State Medicaid Expansion Cau-
cus, of which I am a proud member. 

It is painfully unsettling that the 24 
States not expanding Medicaid are the 
very States where the concentration of 
those living in poverty and without 
health care is the most acute. The 24 
States that have rejected Medicaid ex-
pansion are home to over half of the 
Nation’s population, but 68 percent of 
the poor, uninsured, Blacks, and single 
mothers. These constituents have the 
highest burden of illness and costs to 
our entire health care system. 

The 235,000 Alabamians and 5.7 mil-
lion Americans who fall in the cov-
erage gap are our most vulnerable citi-
zens. About 60 percent of the Nation’s 
uninsured working poor live in these 24 
States. 

These individuals pay their taxes, 
they work hard, and they contribute to 
our community. Our government 
should support them in return. To not 
expand Medicaid for these hardworking 
Americans is reckless disregard for 
their dramatic needs and their impor-
tant work that they do in our commu-
nity. 

Expanding Medicaid is not only a 
moral imperative, but an economic im-
perative as well. There is not a State in 
the country that will benefit from its 
refusal to accept Federal dollars pro-
vided to them to expand their Medicaid 
program. 

Alabamians need jobs, and they need 
health care. Without raising a cent in 
taxes, my Governor and State leaders 
can achieve both job creation and 
health care coverage by expanding 
Medicaid. 

The facts are clear. There is not an 
economic development investment in 
Alabama’s history that would provide 
the State with 35,000 new jobs like 
Medicaid expansion would. Our State 
leaders cannot be honest with their 
constituents in arguing that they are 
interested in economic development 
while turning down $375 million a quar-
ter. 

In the State of Alabama, the income 
ceiling for Medicaid in its current form 
for a family of three is $3,560 annually. 
That is less than $10 a day for a family 
of three. This is the lowest Medicaid 
income ceiling in the country. So fami-
lies that earn a mere $15 a day are left 

behind when it comes to being able to 
afford access to affordable health care. 

While I understand the political re-
alities in which we operate and in 
which my Governor operates, I do not 
understand the shameful neglect of our 
most vulnerable constituents, our rural 
hospitals, and our fragile economy that 
is presented in our State’s refusal to 
accept Medicaid expansion. 

Our most sacred responsibility to 
serve our constituents shall not be ex-
amined and instituted through such a 
dangerous partisan lens. With each day 
that my State of Alabama delays ex-
pansion, more of our constituents are 
unable to work due to unrelated health 
conditions. 

Americans who are both impover-
ished and sick should not have to wait 
one more day while our State leaders 
play political football with this urgent 
issue. 

This is why I am so proud to stand 
with my colleagues in the State Med-
icaid Expansion Caucus today in send-
ing a clear message to our State lead-
ers that enough is enough. We need to 
expand Medicaid now for every State in 
the Union. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) 
at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Cliff Lea, First Baptist 
Church of Leesburg, Leesburg, Florida, 
offered the following prayer: 

Living Lord, it is an honor to come 
and open our hearts before You today. 
We acknowledge Your greatness and 
power over us and all things. Thank 
You for salvation. 

It is with our deepest gratitude that 
we thank You for the privilege of being 
called Americans. With humility, let 
us realize the responsibility this privi-
lege entails. Let Your presence in us be 
the light that causes this Nation to 
shine bright in the world. 

Grant Your favor, wisdom, and pro-
tection to our troops here and abroad. 
Place within our leaders and Rep-
resentatives, here in the House and the 
Senate, a desire to make God-honoring 
decisions. May our President be guided 
by Your truth. In our differences, let us 
see You first. 

Please give each of us in this place 
and every citizen of this Nation a con-
trite heart and willingness to follow 
Your way. 
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