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in Mental Health Crisis Act, H.R. 3717,
which authorizes research at the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health to en-
hance our understanding of suicide and
advance evidence-based approaches to
prevention that are not solely centered
around raising awareness.

Families of those with serious men-
tal illness already are aware that there
is a problem. Unfortunately, a small
percentage of those with serious men-
tal illness are not aware they have a
problem, but everybody is also pain-
fully aware they cannot get help when
someone is in mental health crisis.

We can save lives and help families in
mental health crisis, but only if we, as
a Nation, have the courage to confront
mental illness head on rather than just
use phony, feel-good measures.

My legislation also reauthorizes the
Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act,
which is the largest youth suicide pre-
vention and early intervention pro-
gram in the country. However, this
program does not address the full scope
of suicide, which can affect individuals
of any age.

Thus, the House Energy and Com-
merce Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, which I chair, will con-
tinue its investigation into our Na-
tion’s broken mental health system by
looking at proven strategies to reduce
the staggering number of suicides. It
begins with fixing our broken mental
health system and providing hope and
evidence-based treatment to individ-
uals and families in crisis. I call upon
Members to cosponsor that bill.

Mr. Speaker, we need to tell Ameri-
cans that if someone you know needs
help, they should call 1-800-273-8255 for
the National Suicide Prevention Life-
line. They can also find more online at
www.afsp.org, the Web site of the
American Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention.

It is clear that this is a national cri-
sis. If we saw any other disease in this
country that had numbers as high as
these—1 million attempts and 40,000
deaths—we would call upon Americans,
the National Institutes of Health, and
others to take action. Certainly, we
would call upon Congress to take ac-
tion. This is demanding our action, for
every day more and more take their
lives from this serious public health
problem. Let us address this. Let us no
longer ignore it. So many more lives
are at stake.

——————

THE ENDURING STRUGGLE OF THE
CRIMEAN TATARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk a little bit about the en-
during struggle of the Crimean Tatars,
a people who have suffered much over
the many generations of war that they
have seen in their region. I had an op-
portunity to meet with many of them
when I was in Ukraine. ELIOT ENGEL
and I sat down with all of the different
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minority groups that have been
through so much in that region.

I just wanted to say this to the Mem-
bers of the House, and that is that Rus-
sia’s aggression in Ukraine has pro-
duced many tragedies, but none—
none—more so than that of the Cri-
mean Tatars. For centuries, this Mus-
lim community has suffered greatly at
the hands of Russia’s rulers. Russia’s
rulers have devastated the population,
and they have driven countless num-
bers from their homes. And now, Mos-
cow’s forcible occupation of Crimea has
imposed a new oppression on this long-
suffering community, forcing large
numbers to flee and making the rest
increasingly unwelcome in their ances-
tral homeland.

When I was in Ukraine, besides meet-
ing with senior Ukrainian officials, we
had these conversations with the rep-
resentatives of their community as
well as other minority groups, other
ethnic Russian communities. And I was
privileged to meet and talk at length
with the most prominent Tatar leader,
Mustafa Dzhemilev, who is the former
head of the Mejlis, the executive body
of the Tatar parliament, as well as
with other senior leaders in their com-
munity. He and his colleagues have
been blocked from returning to Crimea
by the ruling authorities there, as so
many other Tatars have been blocked
once they go over the border from Cri-
mea to come back into their home.
They are refugees unable to go home.

During our meeting, we discussed the
increasing pressure on the Tatars in
Crimea and the situation they live
under. Thousands have fled, and those
who remain face a very uncertain fu-
ture. They are subject to increasing
pressure and restrictions by the local
authorities, who they believe are try-
ing to force them out because of their
ethnicity and because they didn’t wel-
come Russia’s armed occupation and il-
legal annexation. Of course, there was
never any possibility that they would
be allowed to participate in the phony
referendum held in March in which 97
percent of the population supposedly
voted one way in that election to join
Russia, even though the entire ethnic
Russian population numbers only 58
percent of that overall community.
The Tatar population is about 12 per-
cent. Knowing that the vote would be
rigged, they refused to provide the
propaganda exercise with any credi-
bility, and they and many other ethnic
groups there in Crimea urged a boycott
and undertook that boycott.

Unfortunately, their current struggle
is only the latest chapter in their long
history of great suffering and very
brave perseverance. Many times in the
past, they have been subjected to mass
deportation and assaults, with great
loss of life. The most terrible was Sta-
lin’s mass deportation of the Muslim
Tatar population to Central Asia in
1944. Over half—over half—of the men,
women, and children died in what only
can be called a genocidal process. And
those that survived the privations

H7303

found themselves in an alien world,
forced to begin their lives again in
great hardship.

In the mid-1980s, the Tatars were fi-
nally allowed to return to Crimea.
Most of the surviving population—and
it was a fraction of the original popu-
lation—eventually did come back. In
the last census, they comprised 12 per-
cent of the population. There they re-
established their ancient community
and proudly took their place in
Ukraine’s new democracy.

All of the people I spoke with in
Ukraine, including the ethnic Russians
whose interests Moscow claims it is
protecting, said that they opposed Rus-
sian intervention, and at the end of the
day they supported a united Ukraine.
And that was especially true of every
ethnic community and civil society
group in eastern Ukraine that we
talked with. And the Tatars, including
some still alive who survived Stalin’s
crimes, have a deep historical memory
of Russia’s actions in Crimea. They are
not fooled by Moscow’s protestations of
peace there.

In our efforts to secure a lasting
peace in Ukraine, the U.S. and our al-
lies must not accept Russia’s forcible
expulsion of Tatars from Crimea, but
that is, once again, what the Russian
Government is doing to these peobple.
They must recognize the religious and
ethnic rights there. And we must not
forget the people there. We must not
leave them to this fate at the hands of
merciless authorities who seek a region
cleansed of all those they deem to be
enemies of their imperial ambitions.

By refusing to surrender to endless
threats and centuries of oppression, the
Tatar people continue to give hope to
all those around the world who are bat-
tling overwhelming forces in defense of
their homes and of their freedom.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

—————

PRAYER

Reverend Glen Berteau, The House
Modesto, Modesto, California, offered
the following prayer:

I thank God for the men and women
of this House and their commitment,
concern, and call to help America to be
a great nation. I bless them and their
families with health, wisdom, and su-
pernatural peace.

George Washington said: “It is im-
possible to rightly govern the world
without God and the Bible.”
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We need a visitation from Heaven.
We need Your word to answer our ques-
tions. We need Your love to resolve our
differences, and we need Your under-
standing to embrace our purpose.

Thank you, Lord, for sending us what
mankind needed, a savior, Jesus Christ,
who paid the ultimate price for free-
dom on the cross.

Thank you, Lord, for the men and
women in the United States military
who have paid the ultimate price, who
gave their lives for our freedom.

We repent of our pride, embrace hu-
mility, and call the Creator of creation
to bless America.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING REVEREND GLEN
BERTEAU

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DENHAM) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great honor today to introduce to the
House our guest chaplain, Glen
Berteau, of Modesto, from The House.
Glen currently serves as senior pastor
at The House in Modesto. A church of
more than 8,000, his congregation was
named as one of the 50 top largest
churches in America.

The House’s outreach has touched
the lives of people all across the Cen-
tral Valley. He is a leader who has
pulled our faith-based community to-
gether and our pastors together to ad-
dress so many of our issues in Califor-
nia’s Central Valley.

Glen is a youth pastor and author of
a popular youth manual and two books:
““Christianity Life” and ‘‘Christianity
to Go.” He is a gifted speaker and
evangelist and teacher, speaking not
only in California’s Central Valley but
in conferences all over the world.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in welcoming Glen this after-
noon. We thank him for offering this
morning’s opening prayer in the United
States House of Representatives.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROONEY). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

RECOGNIZING DAIMLER TRUCKS
NORTH AMERICA

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mark a momentous occasion at the
Daimler Trucks North America Cleve-
land plant in Rowan County, North
Carolina.

The plant, which began manufac-
turing Freightliner trucks in 1989, re-
cently rolled truck number 3 million
off the assembly line. This milestone is
a testament to the high-quality work-
force that can be found in Rowan Coun-
ty specifically and North Carolina in

general.
In 1989, the plant began building
Freightliners with 124 employees.

While market forces have caused fluc-
tuation over the years, the plant cur-
rently employs about 2,600 people,
making it the third-largest employer
in Rowan County. All together, the
company employs about 8,000 people
throughout North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Daimler
on its successful North American truck
business, and I commend the good peo-
ple of Rowan County, North Carolina,
for making that business thrive.

————

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize September as Na-
tional Childhood Cancer Awareness
Month. Cancer continues to be a lead-
ing cause of death by disease for Amer-
ica’s children.

Every year in the United States, al-
most 16,000 children under the age of 21
are diagnosed with cancer. Approxi-
mately one-fourth of these children
will not survive. Two prominent health
institutions in western New York,
Roswell Park Cancer Institute and
Women & Children’s Hospital in Buf-
falo, work collaboratively to conduct
research, provide treatment, and raise
awareness on behalf of these children.

I urge my colleagues to support in-
creased funding for the National Can-
cer Institute.

———

SEPTEMBER IS HUNGER ACTION
MONTH

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Hunger Action Month to
raise the alarm of food insecurity and
hunger that afflicts our fellow citizens.
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Many of us cannot imagine going to
bed hungry and then waking up still
hungry, but this is the sad reality for
far too many people. Nearly 200,000 of
those who are food insecure in north-
ern Illinois—one in five—are children
who lack adequate food and nutrition
to grow up healthy.

Chicago’s suburban hunger grew by a
stunning 99 percent over the past dec-
ade, notwithstanding the great efforts
of hardworking volunteers at places
like the Northern Illinois Food Bank,
Between Friends Food Pantry, and
Kendall County Food Bank. I have seen
firsthand their service to our commu-
nities.

This September let’s redouble all of
our volunteer efforts and use our re-
sources to help our neighbors in need.

Colder months are up ahead when
families feel the harsh brunt of food in-
security. It takes the effort of commu-
nity to care for our neighbors, as Jesus
called us to do without judgment or
stigma. Whatever we do for these, the
least of these, we do for Him.

—————

PGA 2017 PRESIDENTS CUP IN
JERSEY CITY

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the people of Jersey
City, New Jersey, upon the recent an-
nouncement to host the PGA 2017
Presidents Cup at the premier Liberty
National Golf Club.

The prestigious tournament will not
only expose golf fans to Jersey City,
but also bolster tourism, investment,
and raise awareness for charities in the
area. In addition, all the living Presi-
dents will be at the opening ceremony
as honorary chairmen. The Presidents
Cup is one of 10 PGA events that will
be held at Liberty National during a
span of 25 years.

I congratulate the father and son
team of Dan and Paul Fireman for
their unwavering commitment and vi-
sion to bring a world-class course to
Jersey City, New Jersey. Built on top
of an old landfill, Liberty National of-
fers sweeping views of the Hudson
River and views of the Statue of Lib-
erty nearly at every hole.

The Firemans’ dedication to bringing
a world-class golf course to the area
was never about a profit, rather, giving
back to the game and the community.
In correlation with the tournament,
the Firemans announced a $5 million,
5-year commitment to the First Tee
program, an international youth orga-
nization that promotes life skills and
leadership through the game of golf.

I congratulate the city of Jersey City
and the Fireman family.

———

FEDS COOK UP NEW RULES FOR
BAKE SALES IN SCHOOLS
(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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