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Obama administration’s failure to
comply with the lawful statutory re-
quirement to notify Congress before re-
leasing individuals detained at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, and expressing national se-
curity concerns over the release of five
Taliban leaders and the repercussions
of negotiating with terrorists, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.
——

PHILMORE GRAHAM POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5106) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 100 Admiral Callaghan Lane in
Vallejo, California, as the ‘“Philmore
Graham Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5106

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PHILMORE GRAHAM POST OFFICE
BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 100
Admiral Callaghan Lane in Vallejo, Cali-
fornia, shall be known and designated as the
“Philmore Graham Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“Philmore Graham
Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to the rule, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. STIVERS) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMPSON) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 5106,
introduced by Representative MIKE
THOMPSON of California. H.R. 5106
would designate the post office located
at 100 Admiral Callaghan Lane in
Vallejo, California, as the Philmore
Graham Post Office Building.

Philmore Graham was a naval vet-
eran, engineer, and founder of the Con-
tinentals of Omega Boys and Girls Club
in California in 1966. Over the next sev-
eral decades, the Boys and Girls Club
helped boys and girls graduate from
high school and college and go on to
become accomplished athletes, doctors,
judges, attorneys, and teachers.

Born in North Carolina, Mr. GRAHAM
graduated from Tennessee State Uni-
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versity, served our country in the Air
Force, and built a career at the Mare
Island Naval Shipyard. He was the first
and, to this day, remains the only Afri-
can American to hold the position of
supervisor at Mare Island’s department
of nuclear energy, but it was his pas-
sion for bettering the lives of young
people that led him to establish the
Boys and Girls Club in Vallejo, Cali-
fornia.

Beginning with only six young men
meeting in his garage, Mr. GRAHAM
grew the Continentals of Omega Boys
and Girls Club to over 300 young peo-
ple. Mr. Graham mentored them and
encouraged them to apply themselves
to their academics and get involved
with sports and other extracurricular
activities and instilled in them the
value of hard work, self-respect, and
perseverance. He truly made a dif-
ference in the lives of hundreds of
young people and was beloved by all
who had the privilege to know him.

Philmore Graham passed away in
June of 2014. He had received numerous
honors and awards for his work, includ-
ing the NAACP’s Outstanding Citizen
of the Year, the Salute to America
Lifetime Merit Award, the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., Humanitarian Award,
and the Omega Man of the Year and
Citizen of the Year.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to the many accom-
plishments and contributions of
Philmore Graham by passing H.R. 5106.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I thank the gentleman for the nice
remarks with regard to Mr. Philmore
Graham, for whom we are naming the
post office in Vallejo.

I want to preface my remarks by say-
ing that my district just suffered a ter-
rible earthquake, and it was centered
between Vallejo and my home county
of Napa, and two of the post offices in
Vallejo are seriously damaged and are
probably going to be torn down as a re-
sult, but remarkably, the one on Admi-
ral Callaghan Lane in Vallejo is still
standing.

It hasn’t received any damage at all,
and that is the one that we are naming
after Philmore Graham, and I think it
is fitting because, like Philmore Gra-
ham, that post office is strong, stand-
ing, and serving the community, a
community that Philmore served for
decades.

I feel particularly privileged to have
known Philmore Graham. I knew him
as a community leader. As was men-
tioned before, he was a hero. He served
our country in the military. He found-
ed the Omega Boys and Girls Club, and
he was the first and only African
American nuclear supervisor on Mare
Island Naval Shipyard, and he had a
passion for the lives of children and for
the future of our community.

He founded that Boys and Girls Club
in his garage. He started with a small
group of kids, and he grew that group
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to a large population within our com-
munity. Kids under Philmore’s tute-
lage grew up to be great people and to
do great things.

The kids who came out of that Boys
and Girls Club, as my friend men-
tioned, went on to be doctors and law-
yvers and business people, professional
athletes—all-star professional athletes
who continue to give back to our com-
munity, and the work that Philmore
did of founding the Omega Boys and
Girls Club in Vallejo lives on today and
will always be responsible for the bet-
terment of our community and the bet-
terment of the young boys and girls
who grow up in that community.

I ask that all of our colleagues join
us in voting for this measure, to right-
fully name this post office after
Philmore Graham.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. STIVERS. Having no further re-
quests for time, I urge all Members to
join me in support of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. STIVERS)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 5106.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SERGEANT SHAWN T. HANNON
AND MASTER SERGEANT JEF-
FREY J. RIECK AND VETERANS
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4189) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4000 Leap Road in Hilliard,
Ohio, as the ‘“Sergeant Shawn T.
Hannon and Master Sergeant Jeffrey J.
Rieck and Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice Building”’, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4189

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MASTER SERGEANT SHAWN T.
HANNON, MASTER SERGEANT JEF-
FREY J. RIECK AND VETERANS ME-
MORIAL POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4000
Leap Road in Hilliard, Ohio, shall be known
and designated as the ‘‘Master Sergeant
Shawn T. Hannon, Master Sergeant Jeffrey
J. Rieck and Veterans Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Master Sergeant
Shawn T. Hannon, Master Sergeant Jeffrey
J. Rieck and Veterans Memorial Post Office
Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMPSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to ask support for H.R.
4189, a bill to rename the U.S. post of-
fice located at 4000 Leap Road in Hill-
iard, Ohio, as the Master Sergeant
Shawn T. Hannon, Master Sergeant
Jeffrey T. Rieck and Veterans Memo-
rial Post Office.

Master Sergeants Hannon and Rieck
were killed in Afghanistan in April 4,
2012, while serving their country as
members of the Ohio Army National
Guard. The House recently passed a bill
to rename a post office after a third
soldier, Captain Nicholas RozanskKi,
who died in that same attack, and that
post office will be in Dublin, Ohio.

Master Sergeant Hannon was a na-
tive of Grove City, Ohio, and served as
the chief legal counsel at the Ohio De-
partment of Veterans Services. I knew
him personally as both a soldier and as
one of the best advocates for the Ohio
veterans community. He is survived by
his wife Jamie and his son Evan.

Master Sergeant Rieck lived in Co-
lumbus and worked in the Guard’s
Family Readiness office, where he
helped families prepare for deployment
and helped loved ones deal with deploy-
ments. His son, Joel, was 15 when his
father made the ultimate sacrifice.

These men dedicated their lives to
helping other people and died while
protecting our freedoms. This bill will
help ensure that their sacrifices and
service are always remembered. We
also included the Veterans Memorial
Post Office on this to make sure that
all veterans’ sacrifices and service are
remembered when people enter this
post office.

I want to thank Chairman IsSsA for
advancing this bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on H.R. 4189.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I join with my friend in asking every-
one to support this measure to name
this post office after Sergeant Shawn
T. Hannon and Master Sergeant Jeffrey
J. Rieck, and I align myself with all of
the comments that my friend and col-
league has made on behalf of these two
gentlemen, these two heroes. I ask that
everybody vote for this measure.

On behalf of all of us, I thank the
families of these two heroes for their
service and for their sacrifice to our
great country.
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I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. STIVERS. I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. STIVERS)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4189, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 4000 Leap Road in Hill-
iard, Ohio, as the ‘Master Sergeant
Shawn T. Hannon, Master Sergeant
Jeffrey J. Rieck and Veterans Memo-
rial Post Office Building’.””.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SPECIALIST KEITH ERIN GRACE,
JR. MEMORIAL POST OFFICE

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4651) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 601 West Baker Road in Bay-
town, Texas, as the ‘“‘Specialist Keith
Erin Grace, Jr. Memorial Post Office’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4651

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SPECIALIST KEITH ERIN GRACE, JR.
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 601
West Baker Road in Baytown, Texas, shall be
known as the ‘“Specialist Keith Erin Grace,
Jr. Memorial Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility
referenced to subsection (a) shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Specialist Keith
Erin Grace, Jr. Memorial Post Office’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMPSON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STIVERS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. STOCKMAN).

Mr. STOCKMAN. I thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I attended this young
man’s funeral and started hearing sto-
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ries about him, and one of the things
that was really moving was that he
lost his mother when he was 12. He
went on to get bone cancer and sur-
vived bone cancer, and then last spring,
he was assigned to Afghanistan, after
he volunteered to join the military to
make something of his life.

As we know, we have no greater re-
spect or love for someone than to lay
down your life, and that is exactly
what Keith did, he laid down his life.

At his funeral, his friends were gath-
ered there in honor of him, but in
truth, the whole Nation owes him a
debt of gratitude for his service. Given
all the rough times he had through his
life, he wanted to make something
great of his life, and he did that.

Unfortunately, he gave the ultimate
sacrifice, but I, for one, am very hon-
ored that we can remember him in a
way that he wasn’t remembered earlier
in life.

I include for the RECORD a brief bio
on Spc. Grace:

Spc. Keith Erin Grace Jr. was killed in ac-
tion on August 11, 2013. Spc. Grace was killed
near the town of Dzadran, which is in the
Khost province near the Pakistan border in
southern Afghanistan and a site of repeated
insurgent activity.

Grace joined the Army in January 2012 and
was stationed in Fort Campbell in May of
last year. The 4th Brigade Combat Team, a
unit of the 101st Airborne, was deployed to
Iraq this spring. His military awards include
one National Defense Service Medal, one
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal and
an Army Service Ribbon.

Grace came from difficult family cir-
cumstances and was placed for adoption at
birth, friends said. His adoptive mother died
when he was about 12. By that time, he had
survived bone cancer that they said should
have killed him.

‘“‘He shouldn’t have made it, but he pulled
through it and survived 100 percent,” said
longtime friend, Garland Davis, who said he
regarded Grace as a brother, though there
was no legal or blood connection.

Grace grew up in Baytown and graduated
from Lee High School in 2006. He worked in
a variety of jobs before deciding to join the
military. Friends said he was looking for
something that would give his life structure
and possibly lead to a career.

‘“‘He was an extremely hard worker and was
very, very funny,” said friend Natalie
Ingram, who met Grace about five years ago.
‘“‘His positive attitude is hard to even de-
scribe, it was so strong. He took everything
as it came to him. He survived cancer and
went through countless family struggles. He
had a very tough background, but he had a
great attitude and made everyone com-
fortable.”

“We were his family because he chose us,”
Davis said. ‘“‘He’s been through hell and back
with his family, but he always has had a
smile on his face. He never picked fights,
never tried to create a problem. He was
stuck in a bad position and he tried to better
himself. He ended up falling in love with the
Army, and he loved this country.”’
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I join with my colleague and friend
on the other side of the aisle in support
of this measure. Specialist Keith
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