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On Leland’s sixth visit to Africa on August 7,
1989, his plane crashed near Gambela, Ethi-
opia on a mountainside on his way to visit the
Fugnido refugee camp on the Sudan-Ethiopian
border. The camp held more than 300,000
Sundanese escaping famine and war in their
adjacent country.

The plane, carrying sixteen people, was
found after a six day search in southwestern
Ethiopia.

Congressman Leland was joined on that
fateful flight by: Hugh Anderson Johnson Jr,;
Patrice Yvonne Johnson, both his Congres-
sional aides; Joyce Francine Williams, an aide
to fellow Congressman Ronald V. Dellums,
who served as an expert on child nutrition; Y.
lvan Tillen, a New York businessman and
friend of Congressman Leland’s; Robert
Woods, a political and economic officer at the
American Embassy in Addis Ababa; Gladys
Gilbert, a special projects officer for the mis-
sion of the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment attached to the embassy; Thomas
Worrick, the acting AID representative in Ethi-
opia, and Worrick’s wife, Roberta.

Also seven Ethiopians were killed including
Debebe Agonofer, an Ethiopian agricultural
economist with the AID mission, and six other
Ethiopians, including the plane’s crew of three.

Mickey Leland’s dedication and service
were honored at services throughout the State
of Texas and in Washington, DC. The U.S.
Congress named the Mickey Leland Harris
County Courthouse Annex located in the city
of Houston in his name. TSU honored Mickey
Leland and Barbara Jordon by dedicating the
School of Public Affairs as the “Barbara Jor-
dan and Mickey Leland School of Public Af-
fairs.”

Mickey Leland was laid to rest in accord-
ance to his wishes in a plain pine coffin, under
an oak tree in Houston’s Golden Gate Ceme-
tery located in his former neighborhood.

Mickey Leland we stand on this floor among
the shadows of yesterday and the dreams of
tomorrow to honor you for what you have
done in far too short a lifetime

There is much more to the life of Mickey Le-
land that | want to share with my colleagues
who will be voting on this bill to name a Post
Office in his name. His life’s work to end fam-
ine, hunger, and provide access to health care
to the poor are tremendous in and of them-
selves, but he contributed much more to the
lives of people he touched.

Mickey Leland was a person who loved
people and found great joy in gatherings
where he could meet new people or share
moments with family and friends. He had a
great sense of humor and would soon have
others laughing at one of his stories or an ac-
count of a personal experience.

He accomplished a great deal and still had
time to encourage young people to pursue ca-
reers in public service. In 1980, Mickey Leland
and his close friends J. Kent Friedman and
Vic Samuels founded the Mickey Leland Kib-
butzim Internship. Mickey Leland was so
deeply moved by his visit to Israel in 1979 that
he wanted other young people to share that
experience. His admiration for the Kibbutzim
Movement, and his own childhood experi-
ences of growing up in poverty inspired him to
create a program to fund urban youths’ travel
to the Holy Land.

The Mickey Leland Kibbutzim Internship has
benefited outstanding high school students
from the fifth Congressional District who dem-
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onstrated leadership skills allowing them to
have travel to Israel.

To honor his legacy and commitment to
youth, the Leland Fellowship Program at the
University of Houston was initiated and
launched.

The Leland Fellowship Program supports
historically, economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who may want to pursue employment
opportunities as congressional staff members.

Leland Fellows are provided with a monthly
stipend and round-trip airfare, as well as paid
housing. Upon successful completion of the
program, interns earn 3—12 upper level hours
in political science.

Mickey Leland as Chair of the House Post
Office and Civil Service Subcommittee on
Postal Operations and Services championed
the United States Postal Service—which re-
mains one of the world’s most efficient low
cost national postal systems.

In 1987, when the Postal service considered
closing a 52-year-old post office in Philadel-
phia he raised questions about the buildings
future after the announcement to abolish 87
jobs.

Mickey Leland championed the cause of our
men and women of the Postal Service by ac-
knowledging that they were then and remain
the most productive and efficient in the entire
world. He chaired the committee at a time
when the Postal Service was undergoing
change and renovations that spoke to its age
and the demand for its services by the Amer-
ican public.

It is the one agency that touches every
home and business in the United States 6
days a week. The Post Office for roughly a
hundred million Americans is the face of the
Federal government.

Mickey Leland reminded us that life is made
by those who take the hard road and tough
challenges. Your mission to change how
America viewed famine and hunger was mon-
umental because it saved the lives of millions
through domestic and international food pro-
grams that you created or inspired.

First Corinthians Chapter 12 verse 11
through 13 reads “When | was a child, | spoke
as a child, | understood as a child, | thought
as a child; but when | became a man, | put
away childish things. For now we see through
a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now |
know in part; but then shall | know even as
also | am known. And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, these three; but the greatest of these
is charity.”

George Thomas “Mickey” Leland once was
a child, but he grew into a man and knew in
part the wages of hunger and famine and it
was enough to set his course in life to relieve
the suffering of people no matter where they
were or who they were. He demonstrated
charity in the truest sense of the word.

| was proud to call you a friend and men-
tor—and | am honored to stand before our col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to affirm your impact on the city
of Houston, this nation and the world.

| thank my colleagues who join me in hon-
oring former Congressman Mickey Leland by
naming the Post Office located at 4110
Almeda Road in Houston, Texas, as the
“George Thomas ‘Mickey’ Leland Post Office
Building.”

This post office will be a living memorial to
a dedicated public servant. It has been over
25 years since we lost the Honorable George
Thomas “Mickey” Leland.

H7259

| ask that my colleagues in the House of
Representatives honor the life and legacy of
Honorable George Thomas “Mickey” Leland
by passing H.R. 78.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 78.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CORPORAL CHRISTIAN A. GUZMAN
RIVERA POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 5030) to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 13500 SW 250 Street
in Princeton, Florida, as the ‘‘Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5030

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CORPORAL CHRISTIAN A. GUZMAN
RIVERA POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 13500
SW 250 Street in Princeton, Florida, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Office
Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any references in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Corporal Christian A.
Guzman Rivera Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CoOLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAVIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the bill which is now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), and it is with
great joy that I look forward to her re-
marks and her speaking on this impor-
tant measure.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to thank Mr. COLLINS and
especially Mr. ISsA, the chairman of
the Oversight and Government Reform
Committee, as well as our ranking
member, for approving this bill and for
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bringing it one step closer to its full
consideration by the House today.

This legislation would name a post
office in my congressional district in
Princeton, Florida, an area in the
southern part of Miami-Dade County,
after a local hero, Marine Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera, who was
killed by an IED, an improvised explo-
sive device, while serving our country
in Afghanistan.

Christian was 21 years old, and was
killed in the western province of Af-
ghanistan in a place called Farah by
the enemies of freedom and democracy.

Christian was born on the tropical is-
land of Puerto Rico on December 3,
1987. Two years later he moved with his
family to south Florida, where he at-
tended our public schools and joined
the Junior ROTC at Homestead Senior
High School.

Previously a shy boy, Christian be-
came a more confident young man
through his leadership experience in
JROTC.

Upon graduation from Homestead
High in 2006, he enrolled in Miami-Dade
County’s Fire Rescue Academy and
graduated from the firefighter pro-
gram. Christian also became a certified
emergency medical technician, an
EMT.

But Christian, who was always dedi-
cated to public service, also wanted to
serve our country in our Armed Forces.
His peers say that for Christian, be-
coming a Marine was not a spur of the
moment decision, it was his destiny.
He knew it all along.

As the proud wife of a Vietnam com-
bat veteran who volunteered for service
and was severely injured in battle, and
as the stepmother of two Marine avi-
ators, I am familiar with this military
calling.

During a time when the United
States was involved in wars in both
Iraq and Afghanistan, Christian volun-
teered for Active Duty service. He en-
listed in the U.S. Marine Corps.

In May 2009, Christian was deployed
to Afghanistan as a combat engineer
attached to the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ma-
rine Regiment.

In Afghanistan, Christian excelled.
He understood his duties and his re-
sponsibilities and carried them out to
the best of his abilities. He was known
to be one of the most dependable com-
bat engineer Marines in the battalion.

When his squad leader was wounded
and hospitalized for a month, Christian
stepped up and assumed his leadership
role. Other Marines sometimes re-
quested him specifically by name to ac-
company them on dangerous patrols.

First Lieutenant Enming Lou, a
former Marine Corps officer, said this
about Christian A. Guzman Rivera:
““Senior explosive technicians thought
of Christian as among the best combat
engineers in the battalion.”

On August 6, 2009, Christian was
killed while serving during Operation
Enduring Freedom in Farah Province,
Afghanistan. Christian made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the name of liberty
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and democracy, the cornerstones of
America’s ideals.

His military awards include the Navy
and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal, the Purple Heart Medal, and the
Combat Action Ribbon.

Five years have passed, and Christian
was and still is deeply missed by close
friends in south Florida, by fellow Ma-
rines who had the privilege of serving
with him, and a close-knit family who
could never replace the void left in
their lives.

He is survived, loved, and remem-
bered by his mother, Velma, a wonder-
ful lady; by his wonderful stepdad,
Felix; his brother, Jonathan; his uncle,
Chris, and aunts Rebecca and Vilma;
his grandmother, Carmen; and cousins
and friends who have endured great
pain remembering Christian’s sacrifice
in the name of country and honor.

Mr. Speaker, Christian’s brave serv-
ice exceeded all measures of selfless-
ness and devotion to our country, and I
encourage my colleagues to honor Cor-
poral Christian Guzman’s memory and
support this bill.

I am proud to name the Corporal
Christian A. Guzman Rivera Post Of-
fice Building after our local hero who
courageously sacrificed his life in the
line of duty so that we could enjoy the
freedom that makes our wonderful
country so special.

Christian is deserving of our contin-
uous praise and gratitude, and I am
humbled in presenting this bill to my
colleagues, and I pray that our good
Lord will continue to give strength to
Christian’s family.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think there is
any greater service that one can give
than to give the gift of their life fight-
ing for their country. Therefore, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H.R. 5030, a bill to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 13500 South-
west 250 Street in Princeton, Florida,
as the Corporal Christian A. Guzman
Rivera Post Office Building.

A native of Homestead, Florida,
Christian Guzman Rivera graduated
from Homestead Senior High’s ROTC
program in 2006.
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With dreams of becoming a Marine
firefighter, Christian graduated from
the Miami-Dade Fire Academy, and in
2007, was assigned as a battalion engi-
neer in Okinawa, Japan.

Tragically, on August 6, 2009, after
having just received a promotion to
corporal, Christian Guzman Rivera was
killed while supporting combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan. Although he
never got the chance to fight fires as
he had hoped, Corporal Rivera was
named an honorary member of the
Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department,
and he still remains a role model to his
younger siblings.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill,
H.R. 5030, to recognize Corporal Chris-
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tian Guzman Rivera’s honor, courage,
and sacrifice.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as has been stated by my friend,
Reverend DAVIS, and also by my dear
friend from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN), at this point, you do not
have to live many decades to live a full
and vibrant life.

This young man proved that you can
live a full life if you live each of your
days to their fullest. To his credit, we
will be proving this, that spirit of liv-
ing a life that is full and in service to
others.

With that, I would ask all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 5030, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5030.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMERICAN SUPER COMPUTING
LEADERSHIP ACT

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2495) to amend the Depart-
ment of Energy High-End Computing
Revitalization Act of 2004 to improve
the high-end computing research and
development program of the Depart-
ment of Energy, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2495

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Super Computing Leadership Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2 of the Department of Energy
High-End Computing Revitalization Act of
2004 (15 U.S.C. 5541) is amended by striking
paragraphs (1) through (5) and inserting the
following:

‘(1) CO-DESIGN.—The term ‘co-design’
means the joint development of application
algorithms, models, and codes with computer
technology architectures and operating sys-
tems to maximize effective use of high-end
computing systems.

‘‘(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘Department’
means the Department of Energy.

‘(3) EXASCALE.—The term ‘exascale’ means
computing system performance at or near 10
to the 18th power floating point operations
per second.

‘(4) HIGH-END COMPUTING SYSTEM.—The
term ‘high-end computing system’ means a
computing system with performance that
substantially exceeds that of systems that
are commonly available for advanced sci-
entific and engineering applications.

() INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’
has the meaning given the term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).
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