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SECTION 1. NEIL HAVENS POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2551 
Galena Avenue in Simi Valley, California, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Neil 
Havens Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Neil Havens Post Of-
fice’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days within which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous materials on this bill which 
is under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 4939, intro-
duced by Representative BUCK MCKEON 
of California, which would designate 
the postal facility located at 2551 Ga-
lena Avenue in Simi Valley, California, 
as the Neil Havens Post Office. 

Charles ‘‘Neil’’ Havens was the long-
est serving postmaster of Simi Valley, 
California, serving more than 30 years 
with the United States Postal Service 
until his retirement in 1988. In 1958, he 
continued the family tradition when he 
was appointed postmaster by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. His grandfather 
had served as the first mail carrier in 
Simi, beginning in 1912, and multiple 
generations of the Havens family fol-
lowed in his footsteps. Over the course 
of Neil’s career, the mail service grew 
from a single route with a single car-
rier to over 60 routes covered by 170 
employees under his direction. 

In addition to his service with the 
post office, he was dedicated to 
bettering his community and his coun-
try. He was a Rotary Club president, an 
active community volunteer, chari-
table and educational organization sup-
porter, and a Navy reservist. 

Mr. Havens passed away in July of 
2004 while resting at home with his 
wife, Pat. He left behind a strong leg-
acy of service and excellence. 

I ask that my colleagues support 
H.R. 4939 to designate Neil Havens’ be-
loved Simi Post Office in his honor. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
the consideration of H.R. 4939, a bill 
that designates the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
2551 Galena Avenue in Simi Valley, 

California, as the Neil Havens Post Of-
fice. 

For Charles ‘‘Neil’’ Havens, working 
for the Postal Service was a family tra-
dition. After his grandfather became 
Simi’s first rural letter carrier in 1912, 
Neil’s uncle and father both followed, 
becoming carriers on the same route. 
In 1953, Neil’s father, Charles, took on 
the job of Simi postmaster, a job Neil 
himself would hold for 30 years, begin-
ning in 1958. 

Neil was known for going out of his 
way to help his community, be it 
through mentoring young postal work-
ers or his involvement in the local Ma-
sonic Lodge, the Rotary Club of Simi 
Valley, and the Simi Valley Historical 
Society. Regardless of the situation, 
Neil could always be found smiling and 
ready to lend a helping hand. 

Sadly, on July 16, 2004, Neil Havens 
passed away peacefully at his home at 
the age of 74. In addition to his wife, 
Pat, their children and four grand-
children, Neil is survived by the many 
residents of his community whom he 
made feel like family. 

Madam Speaker, we should pass this 
bill to pay tribute to the life of Neil 
Havens and recognize the dedication 
with which he worked to better the 
lives of those around him. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield as much time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCKEON), my distin-
guished colleague. 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Today it is my pleasure to bring to 
the floor H.R. 4939, a bill to designate 
the facility of the U.S. Postal Service 
located at 2551 Galena Avenue in Simi 
Valley, California, as the Neil Havens 
Post Office. 

I want to thank Chairman ISSA and 
Ranking Member CUMMINGS for giving 
my legislation a fair hearing and for 
moving the bill through committee in 
an expeditious manner. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to thank 
the mayor of Simi Valley, Bob Huber, 
for the great leadership that he pro-
vides to the Valley, for his service and 
dedication over a great number of 
years. He is the one who pointed out to 
me what the Havens family has meant 
to the Simi Valley and suggested nam-
ing the post office in their honor. It 
was found out that we don’t name post 
offices after a whole family; it has to 
be named after one person. Neil, having 
served the longest, was given that dis-
tinction. 

Madam Speaker, much of this has al-
ready been said, but I think it bears re-
peating. I have heard that a genius is 
one who hears something six times and 
then accepts it, so this will only be 
three times. 

Neil Havens, Charles ‘‘Neil’’ Havens, 
was the longest serving postmaster in 
Simi Valley history, serving more than 
30 years with the U.S. Post Office de-
partment and the Postal Service. His 

retirement ended three-quarters of a 
century of mail service by the Havens 
family of Simi Valley. 

The first rural route set up in Simi 
began in 1912, when Neil’s grandfather 
served as the first carrier. The Havens 
family became synonymous with mail 
service in the area, having multiple 
generations delivering letters. Despite 
losing one Havens carrier to combat in 
World War I, the Havens family per-
severed and continued to serve their 
community, starting out when they 
just had a couple of people in the com-
munity. 

Neil, following a competitive exam-
ination, continued the family tradition 
in 1958, after being appointed post-
master by President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. Over the course of his admirable 
career, Neil Havens saw mail service 
grow from Route 1, Simi, California, 
with a single carrier, to a team of more 
than 170 employees and approximately 
60 routes. 

In July of 2004, Postmaster Havens 
passed away while resting in his favor-
ite chair at the home he and his wife, 
Pat, had owned for 53 years. A Rotary 
Club President, Navy reservist, and 
supporter of charitable and educational 
foundations, Neil embodied the spirit 
of the Simi Valley. Known for his firm 
handshake, his trademark jawline 
beard and endless desire to serve, Neil 
Havens left an indelible legacy in his 
hometown. 

Madam Speaker, thank you for giv-
ing my bill time on the floor. I cannot 
think of a better tribute to such a con-
summate public servant. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill which will 
mean so much to the Havens family 
and the folks in Simi Valley. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank and appreciate the 
gentleman from California. 

At a time in which our country goes 
like this, a story like this needs to be 
told over and over. I appreciate the 
chairman sharing that again so that we 
see true civil service and true giving 
back to the country, and I appreciate 
that very much. 

With that, I urge all Members to sup-
port passage of H.R. 4939, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 4939. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS MEMORIAL POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 2819) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 275 Front 
Street in Marietta, Ohio, as the ‘‘Vet-
erans Memorial Post Office Building’’. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2819 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. VETERANS MEMORIAL POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 275 
Front Street in Marietta, Ohio, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Veterans Me-
morial Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Veterans Memorial 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, at this point, I yield as much 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to have 
introduced H.R. 2819, legislation that 
would name the post office at 275 Front 
Street in Marietta, Ohio, the Veterans 
Memorial Post Office. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues 
in the Ohio delegation for their support 
of this legislation. 

In my view, veterans are the one seg-
ment of our society that most deserves 
our sincere gratitude and assistance. I 
am eternally grateful to the brave men 
and women who have served our coun-
try in the past and for those who still 
serve her today. While this represents a 
small recognition of our veterans, dedi-
cating the Marietta Post Office pays 
tribute to America’s heroes and serves 
as a reminder of their great sacrifices 
in defense of our freedoms. 

In addition to a debt of gratitude, our 
veterans and their families deserve the 
care and the benefits and the services 
they were promised and have earned. It 
is particularly important that we keep 
our veterans at the forefront of our 
minds as so many return home from 
combat, some returning home with 
wounds that just a few short years ago 
they might not have survived. We have 
a responsibility to ensure that all vet-
erans are receiving the very best of 
care from the VA, as well as all the as-
sistance necessary for a successful 
transition back to civilian life. 

I thank you for the time, Madam 
Speaker, to speak on this important 

measure, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I am also pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 2819, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 275 Front Street in Mari-
etta, Ohio, as the Veterans Memorial 
Post Office Building. This legislation 
recognizes the service of the many men 
and women from Marietta, Ohio, who 
have so courageously dedicated their 
lives to protecting this country. 

Every day members of our Nation’s 
military risk their lives to defend the 
many freedoms Americans enjoy. We 
must never forget the sacrifices made 
by these servicemembers and their 
families. Madam Speaker, we should 
pass this bill to honor the brave vet-
erans who have given so much to this 
great country. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

b 1430 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, again, what has been said is 
true. What has been said about vet-
erans and the naming of this post office 
at 275 Front Street in Marietta, Ohio, 
could ring true on any day and any 
time, especially now as we look around 
the world and we know the things that 
are going on and the things that may 
occur, but also looking back on those 
who currently save our Nation here 
and abroad, it is a fitting tribute to 
have the Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice Building in Marietta, Ohio, voted 
on by this House, supported by this 
House. Just as those who serve our 
country deserve that support, this is a 
visible reminder of that support. 

With that, I would urge all Members 
to support passage of H.R. 2819. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. COL-
LINS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2819. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL 
M. FERGUSON POST OFFICE 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 5089) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 2000 Mulford 
Road in Mulberry, Florida, as the ‘‘Ser-
geant First Class Daniel M. Ferguson 
Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5089 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL M. 
FERGUSON POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2000 
Mulford Road in Mulberry, Florida, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Sergeant First 
Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant First Class 
Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
materials on the bill under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, at this point, it is 
my privilege to also recognize the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. ROSS) and 
yield him such time as he may con-
sume to speak on his bill. 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the life of a 
brave soldier and to recognize his dedi-
cation to serving his fellow man. His 
name is Sergeant 1st Class Daniel M. 
Ferguson. 

Sergeant Ferguson was one of the 
servicemembers whose lives were trag-
ically taken on April 2, 2014, at Fort 
Hood, Texas. A shooter shook the en-
tire Nation on that somber day when 
he turned his weapon against his own 
military community. 

We must never forget those who were 
lost and must remain ever-vigilant to 
provide medical attention to all vet-
erans in need. 

Sergeant Ferguson was a hero to our 
Nation. He demonstrated sovereign 
loyalty and selflessness on this horrific 
day of the shooting. When shots rang 
out, Sergeant Ferguson, without hesi-
tation, blocked a set of unlocked doors 
to deflect the attacker’s advancement 
into the room where his comrades re-
mained. He was literally shielding 
them from the dangers of the shooter. 

Sergeant Ferguson’s first instinct 
was to protect, and with that, he saved 
many uniformed soldiers. Grievously, 
Sergeant Ferguson succumbed to his 
wounds and left behind the broken 
hearts of loved ones. But his brave ac-
tions will live on forever. 

It is heroes like Sergeant Ferguson 
who we need not forget but rather we 
must continue to honor his courage. 

Today, I stand in support of H.R. 
5089, a bill I introduced that will name 
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