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you have to apply for a permit because 
of this court decision. 

This will bog down the NPDES per-
mit process, and it will delay and add 
costs, and it puts farmers in jeopardy 
to get their crops to maintain and get 
the yields we need to produce the 
wholesome food supply in this country 
that our agricultural community pro-
duces and our mosquito control dis-
tricts that protect many of our citizens 
from West Nile virus and other mos-
quito-borne diseases. 

So this is critical that these bills 
pass because we are getting close to 
the time when we are going to see very 
much damage being done. We saw a lit-
tle bit of it in 2012, in at least one large 
metropolitan area, when they had to 
spray for mosquitoes aerially when 
they declared an emergency when it 
got so far out of hand because they 
didn’t do the preventative measures. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to 
pass this bill, send it to the Senate, 
and hopefully, the Senate takes it up 
and passes it to protect the environ-
ment and health and human safety of 
the citizens of this country. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to House Resolution 694, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
bill. 

The question is on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further 
consideration of H.R. 935 is postponed. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 9 
a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ARKAN-
SAS POLICE OFFICER AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT TRAINING ACAD-
EMY INSTRUCTOR MARK WIL-
LIAMS 

(Mr. COTTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
want to honor the life of longtime Ar-
kansas police officer and Law Enforce-
ment Training Academy instructor, 
Mark Williams. 

Born and raised in El Dorado, Mark 
began his law enforcement career in his 
hometown with the El Dorado Police 
Department in 1977, serving as a patrol-
man, detective, and sergeant. 

Mark also served as a supervisor in 
the Hope Police Department’s Patrol 

Division before joining the faculty of 
the Arkansas Law Enforcement Train-
ing Academy in 1994, where he trained 
new police officers until his retirement 
in 2013. 

Mark’s commitment to Arkansas 
didn’t end there. He was also a gifted 
musician, who served as an Artist in 
Education, playing his guitar to enter-
tain and educate children across south 
Arkansas. 

I extend my deepest condolences to 
Mark’s wife, children, and grand-
children on their loss. May they find 
comfort in knowing that Mark’s legacy 
lives on with the thousands of Arkan-
sas police officers he trained over near-
ly two decades at the academy and in 
the countless children and Arkansans 
he inspired with his music. 

f 

HONORING THE 138th ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
ACADEMY 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 138th anniversary of 
the founding of the Revenue Cutter 
School of Instruction, the predecessor 
of today’s Coast Guard Academy, on 
July 31, 1876. 

On that day, the Academy’s first 
training exercise was held aboard the 
two-masted topsail schooner Dobbin, 
with a class of nine cadets. The class 
boarded the Dobbin in Baltimore, 
Maryland, for a 2-year training mission 
led by Captain John Henriques. Train-
ing aboard the ship emphasized sea-
manship and navigation, as it still does 
each summer when cadets still sail on-
board the Coast Guard Barque Eagle. 

Today, the Coast Guard Academy, lo-
cated in New London, Connecticut, 
since 1910, is the home to a corps of 
nearly 1,000 cadets, 200 of whom grad-
uate each year. 

The Coast Guard Academy produces 
almost half of the service’s corps of 
commissioned officers and has grad-
uated distinguished leaders such as 
Thad Allen, Bob Papp, and the present 
commandant of the Coast Guard, Ad-
miral Paul Zukunft, who lead our 
Coast Guard and serve the Nation. 
Today, it is led by the first woman offi-
cer to lead a United States military 
academy, Admiral Sandra Stosz. 

As a cochair of the Congressional 
Coast Guard Caucus and the represent-
ative of Connecticut’s Second District, 
home to the Coast Guard Academy, I 
am honored to recognize its distin-
guished beginnings and the long-
standing traditions of leadership and 
excellence which continue to serve our 
country. 

f 

MEDICARE’S 49TH BIRTHDAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DESANTIS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 

gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, Mem-
bers of the House, I rise today to cele-
brate the 49th anniversary of the Medi-
care bill. The impact of Medicare on 
the lives of millions of Americans over 
the past 49 years has been extraor-
dinary. As a result of this program, Mr. 
Speaker, millions of Americans have 
lived longer, more productive, and 
healthier lives. 

I am very fortunate and honored to 
be able to say that I was one of the few 
Members still here who cast a vote for 
Medicare in 1965. Earlier that year, I 
joined with the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, Cecil King, and I introduced, as 
my very first piece of legislation, a bill 
that would have provided health care 
under Social Security and an increase 
of benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I said at that time: 
Our senior citizens have far too long been 

neglected in this, the most prosperous soci-
ety on Earth. Many of them, after leading 
productive lives prior to their twilight years, 
have been so overburdened with medical 
costs that they have been denied the rewards 
that should come with retirement. 

I am proud to say that in my nearly 
five decades since the enactment of 
Medicare, the program has accom-
plished its mission of providing retire-
ment security for America’s seniors 
and care for those suffering from dis-
abilities and debilitating diseases; yet 
Medicare continues to face threats 
from some of the same opponents that 
have opposed its enactment back in 
1965. 

They continue to seek to cut Medi-
care’s guaranteed benefits and push 
seniors into private plans, which value 
profits over health outcomes. 

b 1930 

Today we present another path for-
ward, one in which Medicare’s benefits 
are protected by expanding health care 
security and insurance coverage to 
more Americans, not fewer. 

Since 2003, I have introduced H.R. 676, 
the Expanded and Improved Medicare 
for All Act, which would create a na-
tional publicly funded, privately deliv-
ered single-payer health care system. 
Studies have shown that enacting H.R. 
676 would save nearly a half trillion 
dollars by slashing the administrative 
waste associated with the private 
health care system. 

Another $100 billion would be saved 
by using the purchasing power of the 
Federal Government to reduce pharma-
ceutical prices to the levels that exist 
in other industrialized nations. 

Lastly, by slowing the growth of 
health care costs, H.R. 676 would save 
$5 trillion over the next decade, there-
by ensuring that the guarantee of af-
fordable public health insurance will be 
there to be enjoyed by future genera-
tions. 

And so for all of these reasons, H.R. 
676 is one of my most important pieces 
of legislation in my way of thinking, 
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and I am proud that it now has 60 co-
sponsors. I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
CLARK) for being the 60th sponsor. But 
I would be remiss if I did not reiterate 
my strong support for President 
Obama’s landmark health care legisla-
tion, the Affordable Care Act. 

The Affordable Care Act’s results 
speak for themselves. As of this month, 
the percentage of uninsured Americans 
is now the lowest on record. The Af-
fordable Care Act has protected as 
many as 129 million Americans with 
preexisting conditions from being de-
nied health care coverage or being 
charged higher premiums. It has pro-
vided free preventive health care serv-
ices such as mammograms, birth con-
trol, and immunizations to the 100 mil-
lion Americans who are on private in-
surance or Medicare. Around 60 million 
Americans have gained expanded men-
tal health benefits. And since the Af-
fordable Care Act was enacted, almost 
8 million seniors have saved nearly $10 
billion on prescription drugs as the 
health care law closes Medicare’s 
doughnut hole. 

But, as with any complex law, imple-
mentation can be difficult and there 
will be unforeseen issues. Those issues 
have been seized by some opponents 
against expanding health care who 
hope to eliminate health insurance for 
those who cannot afford it. This is un-
acceptable. 

While we must continue to defend the 
Affordable Care Act, we must also 
work to ensure that any future changes 
to the Affordable Care Act take us in 
the direction of the universal health 
care enjoyed by virtually all of the 
citizens of other industrialized coun-
tries. 

I hope Members of Congress and the 
American public will join me to fight 
for a day when, in the wealthiest coun-
try on Earth, no one has to suffer and 
die unnecessarily because their health 
care system prioritizes corporate prof-
its over their health. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

STUCK IN THE SENATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate you being down with me here to-
night. It took me awhile to get my ma-
terials over here because the topic I 
have tonight is the topic of what this 
House has been doing to make a dif-
ference in the life of families across 
this country. That is the good news. I 
have to confess, I am here with good 
news/bad news tonight. 

This is the stack of bills that this 
House has passed, again, to make a dif-
ference in the lives of families, to 
makes a difference in small businesses, 
to grow the economy, to create jobs, 

the bills this House has passed collabo-
ratively that sit collecting dust in the 
United States Senate. That is the bad 
news part of tonight. 

It is fair enough if folks think this 
process is broken. It is fair enough if 
folks think there is too much partisan-
ship in Washington, but what we have 
here are the successes. What we have 
here are not the hypothetical ‘‘if only’’ 
bills. What we have here are the bills 
that have actually left this House and 
sit in the United States Senate. It is 
356 bills, Mr. Speaker, 356 bills that 
have left this House that sit collecting 
dust in the Senate. We did a hashtag, 
Mr. Speaker: #StuckInTheSenate. We 
all remember, ‘‘I am just a bill sitting 
on Capitol Hill,’’ that Saturday morn-
ing cartoon. This is not a dictatorship. 
We had that conversation a little bit 
earlier this afternoon. It is not a dicta-
torship. It is a collaborative effort, and 
the House has collaborated to pass over 
356 bills that have gone to the Senate 
to do nothing. 

Now, again, it is good news/bad news 
day. Let me start with something that 
is good news, because if folks don’t be-
lieve there is opportunity for success, I 
could imagine how folks would give up, 
not just folks here in this Chamber, 
but folks across the country, families 
across the country. 

This, Mr. Speaker, you may remem-
ber it, H.R. 803, the Workplace Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act. This passed 
the House. It passed the Senate. It was 
signed by the President. This has be-
come law. This was a bill to consoli-
date a variety of workplace training 
programs. We talk so much about a 
trained workforce, how it is we get 
Americans who may be transitioning in 
their life, are transitioning home from 
Iraq or Afghanistan, transitioning from 
an industry that is in decline to an in-
dustry that is growing, how do we get 
those folks trained. 

I credit Dr. VIRGINIA FOXX with this. 
She is one of my colleagues here in the 
House. I serve with her on the Rules 
Committee, but she also serves on the 
Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee. She has been working to try to 
consolidate programs, take money 
from programs that were not effective 
and move the money to programs that 
were effective. Imagine that. Imagine 
that. Here she is, a conservative Re-
publican, and what she was trying to 
do was take money from places that 
weren’t working and put it into places 
where it would make a difference for 
moms and dads and kids. And she did 
it. She did it. 

Now, what we passed out of the 
House was strong, Mr. Speaker. We 
went out and we found every single 
program that was failing in America 
and we brought them together and put 
them into a single pot and sent it over 
to the Senate. The Senate said: No, we 
don’t think all of those programs are 
failing. We don’t want to move that big 
of a package. We want to do something 
smaller. They ended up consolidating 
about half of what we consolidated in 
the House. 

But guess what. When you elect ROB 
WOODALL dictator, then I get to have it 
my way every day. Until then, this is a 
collaborative effort here: the House, 
the Senate, and the President. 

So we worked with the Senate, and 
we worked out our differences. We 
found that package of consolidation 
that we could all live with, and we sent 
it to the President and we got a signa-
ture. That is what the American people 
expect. That is what my constituents 
expect. They expect us to work to-
gether to get things done, not sacri-
ficing principle, not compromising on 
values, but finding consensus because 
we all agree that American workers 
need help. We all agree that moms and 
dads in transition need to find a better 
way to feed their families. 

We can spend tax dollars better. We 
found a way to do that here. I call it 
common sense, Mr. Speaker. It is not 
supposed to take a rocket scientist to 
sort some of these issues out. It is sup-
posed to be common sense. 

Did I mention #StuckInTheSenate, 
Mr. Speaker? If I didn’t, I want to men-
tion it right now because here is one 
that really gets me. 

We were just talking about hiring 
more moms and dads. It is called the 
Hire More Heroes Act. Do you remem-
ber it, Mr. Speaker? We passed it out of 
this House with over 400 votes. Now, 
young high school students, middle 
school students, they might not know 
how many Members there are in the 
House. There are 435 Members in this 
House, and more than 400 of them said 
we should pass the Hire More Heroes 
bill, but it is stuck in the Senate. Over 
400 folks voted ‘‘yes,’’ only one voted 
‘‘no,’’ so I don’t want to hear about bi-
partisanship in the House. I don’t want 
to hear about Republican this and 
Democratic that. 

Mr. Speaker, 400-plus folks said let’s 
pass this bill. I will tell you what it 
does. The Hire More Heroes Act says 
one of the highest rates of unemploy-
ment we have in this country are men 
and women in uniform coming home 
from overseas. It says that we have 
small employers in this country, and as 
you know, Mr. Speaker, most of the 
employment in this country is not 
driven by the big guys. It is driven by 
small employers. We heard from small 
employers in this country who said: I 
want to hire those veterans, but I am 
worried about that 50-employee thresh-
old that throws me into this brand-new 
round of ObamaCare regulations. 

Guess what this House did, Mr. 
Speaker. More than 400 out of 435 got 
together and they said, if you are a 
small business owner in America and 
you want to put unemployed veterans 
to work but you don’t because you are 
worried about some Federal Govern-
ment regulation dealing with 
ObamaCare, we will waive that regula-
tion for you. Hire all of the veterans 
you want to, and be not afraid of Fed-
eral Government regulation. 

Think about that. Think about that. 
It is what I think about. It is why I ran 
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