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up a tax-free savings account to help 
you go to college, you can do that 
through what is called a 529. If you 
want to help with your health care, 
you can set up a health savings ac-
count. It seems only fair that we level 
the playing field and allow those indi-
viduals the same opportunity. 

Let me introduce you to someone by 
the name of Sydney Leach. She lives in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Today, she is a 
fifth-grader at Crown Point Elemen-
tary School. She has Down syndrome. 
When she was born, her proud mom and 
dad, Stacy and Jeff Leach, made a com-
mitment to make sure that she would 
not only have a happy life, but that she 
would be able to realize her hopes and 
her dreams and her full potential. 

Soon they realized that when you 
raise a child with Down syndrome, you 
face challenges that a lot of people 
can’t imagine. Unlike her classmates, 
she had to have special behavioral 
counseling. She had to have special 
medical care. She needed individual 
counseling. So it was difficult. 

Her parents then found out that if 
you have Medicaid, you are limited to 
$2,000 for the amount of assets that you 
can have in your name. If her parents 
or loved ones wanted to give her a gift, 
they jeopardized the care that she 
needed. 

So the ABLE Act seeks to correct 
those inequities. It says that you can, 
number one, set up a tax-free savings 
account and let those proceeds grow. 
Number two, it won’t count against 
your $2,000 limitation on assets. 

This is America, home of the Amer-
ican Dream. Individuals with disabil-
ities ought to be able to live the Amer-
ican Dream, just like you and I. They 
ought to be able to have an education 
and work on their own, if they can. 
They ought to be able to save for the 
future. The ABLE Act allows them to 
do just that. 

We live in a great, prosperous coun-
try. Sometimes, we are called upon to 
speak out for the people that can’t 
speak out, to stand up and seek justice 
for those that can’t seek justice on 
their own. 

The ABLE Act will have a positive 
impact on millions of people with dis-
abilities all across this land. That is 
worth fighting for. I hope soon the 
ABLE Act will become the law of the 
land. 

f 

HEALTH EQUITY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, last Sep-
tember, I was honored to welcome the 
Tri-Caucus Health Disparities Summit 
to my home State of New Mexico. The 
Center for Health Policy at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in Albuquerque 
brought experts from all over the coun-
try together to talk about what they 

are seeing as providers, researchers, 
and patients; and we heard that com-
munities of color continue to face sub-
stantial cultural, social, and economic 
barriers to obtaining quality health 
care and achieving equitable health 
outcomes. 

Several of my colleagues in fact 
joined me at that summit, and we all 
pledged not to just acknowledge these 
disparities, but to act to provide the 
tools and resources necessary to 
achieve health equity. That is what the 
Health Equity and Accountability Act 
does. 

It is a comprehensive bill, developed 
with significant stakeholder input, 
that would build on the gains of the Af-
fordable Care Act and put in place the 
policies and the infrastructure needed 
to eliminate health disparities. 

The bill sets national standards for 
culturally and linguistically appro-
priate care and includes programs to 
address diseases that disproportion-
ately impact minority communities. It 
also provides grants and scholarships 
to build diversity in the health care 
workforce and extends funding to 
strengthen the health IT infrastructure 
in minority communities. 

These provisions are just part of a 
larger strategic approach because prob-
lems like this really are more sys-
temic. We can’t just add some funding 
here or make a policy change there and 
walk away. This takes thoughtful, 
comprehensive policy to make a sub-
stantial long-lasting difference on 
issues like this. 

I would like to commend my col-
league, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROY-
BAL-ALLARD from California, for her 
leadership on this bill. It is not easy to 
put together a bill of this size in con-
sultation with dozens of Members’ of-
fices and more than 300 stakeholder 
groups, but she managed to do just 
that, and I thank her for putting to-
gether one of the best versions of this 
bill I think Congress has had before it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

f 

CHAPLAIN JENNIFER NIELSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and work of Chaplain Jennifer Nielson 
of the 108th Sustainment Brigade. I be-
lieve it is important that we recognize 
and value the work performed by our 
country’s military chaplains. 

Following an initial deployment as 
an enlisted soldier, Jennifer Nielson 
became a chaplain while waiting to ful-
fill a second deployment in Kuwait. As 
a resident of the capital city of Spring-
field, Illinois—which I am proud to rep-
resent—Jennifer has served as a 
Wounded Warrior chaplain, providing 
support for our Nation’s veterans, and 
has organized yellow ribbon events wel-
coming home our returning veterans. 

Currently, Chaplain Nielson is work-
ing with the National Guard’s Family 
Program Division, providing support 
and counsel in Illinois. Because of her 
unyielding support and compassion, I 
am proud to recognize her service 
today. 

As we take time this week to recog-
nize the chaplains who have bravely 
provided spiritual guidance to their fel-
low servicemen and -women through-
out history, it is important that we 
also acknowledge those who carry on 
their traditions and thank them for 
their service. 

Chaplain Nielson has faithfully 
served her country for the Illinois 
Army National Guard, and I am proud 
to honor her and the rest of the dedi-
cated chaplains supporting our troops 
across the globe. 

HONORING TEACHER CYNTHIA DIPERT 
Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I would be remiss today if I 
weren’t able to honor a former teacher 
of mine who made an impact in my life 
that she may never have known. 

When I was 7 years old, my family 
moved from Des Moines, Iowa, to 
Taylorville, Illinois, and almost a week 
later, I was sitting in a brand-new 
classroom as a second-grader at South 
Elementary School in my hometown of 
Taylorville, Illinois. 

A young graduate student teacher 
who was doing some work in that class-
room came up to a very shy boy who 
was determined not to talk to anybody 
in class that day. That was me. When 
she knelt down beside my desk, all the 
heads of my classmates around me 
turned and welcomed me as one of the 
new kids in that second grade class. 

b 1130 
That confidence that Mrs. Cynthia 

Dipert gave me that day was con-
fidence that built up throughout my el-
ementary school career, junior high, 
and high school. Frankly, maybe that 
instance—maybe that gesture of com-
passion that Cynthia gave me that 
day—helped lead me here to this great 
institution we call the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Now, Mrs. Dipert went on to teach 
my daughter. I always enjoyed going to 
parent-teacher conferences when my 
daughter was in Cynthia’s class. Then 
we saddled her with my twin boys in 
the exact same class, and I thought I 
would enjoy going to parent-teacher 
conferences then, too. However, I 
walked in one day, along with my wife, 
and we asked Cynthia, Why is a bloody 
hand hanging from the ceiling? It was 
fake, of course. She said, Oh. Your son 
sits there, and I am reminding him 
that he needs to raise his hand before 
he talks. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, we might need 
to have props like that here in the 
House of Representatives sometimes. 

It is hard for me today to stand here 
and think about those fun times I had 
and the impact that Cynthia Dipert 
had on so many kids—my own, me, and 
those of so many people in my home-
town of Taylorville—as she is not going 
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to be able to have that impact any 
longer because, just under 2 weeks ago, 
Cynthia passed away. 

I stand here on the floor of this great 
institution to tell her thank you and to 
tell her thank you for the service that 
she has provided so many people in 
central Illinois. 

Rest in peace, Cynthia Dipert. 
God bless you all. 

f 

THE CANCER OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jun-
ior, once insightfully and eloquently 
observed that injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. 

In the wake of the current conflict 
between Israel and Hamas, there has 
been a disturbing outbreak of the can-
cer of anti-Semitism in many parts of 
the world. 

In France, there have been firebombs 
directed at synagogues, a radio station, 
and a library, amongst other incidents 
that have taken place in a country 
which is home to the third-largest Jew-
ish community in the world. 

In Germany, there has been hate 
speech permeating rally after rally all 
throughout the country, including at 
one where the chant was: ‘‘Hamas. 
Hamas. Jews to the gas.’’ This is dis-
turbing language in any location, but 
it is particularly disturbing given the 
context of what we know occurred in 
Germany. 

In England, there has been an epi-
demic of violent crime directed at the 
Jewish community, an exponential in-
crease rivaled in recent times only by a 
similar outbreak of hate crime that 
took place in 2009 during the last con-
flict in that region. 

Now, in a civil society, reasonable 
people should be able to disagree with-
out being disagreeable, but anti-Semi-
tism is not a legitimate form of criti-
cism. It is a cancer that needs to be 
stamped out in the same way that rac-
ism and sexism and homophobia— 
whenever and wherever it might be 
found—need to be crushed to the 
ground. 

I urge this Congress to speak out to 
condemn and to do everything possible 
to eradicate this outbreak. As Dr. King 
observed, injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) laid before 
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 30, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 30, 2014 at 8:56 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment, H.R. 5021. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment, H. Con. Res. 108. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 30, 2014. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 30, 2014 at 9:31 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment, H.R. 4028. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment, H. Con. Res. 106. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment, H. Con. Res. 103. 

That the Senate passed, S. 2577. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Alphonso Jackson, Sec-
ond Baptist Church of Richmond 
Heights, Miami, Florida, offered the 
following prayer: 

Hast thou not known? Has thou not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the Earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? There is 
no searching of His understanding. He 
giveth power to the faint; and to them 
that have no might, He increases their 
strength. Even the youth shall faint 
and be weary. The young men shall ut-
terly fall. But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength. They 
shall mount up with wings as eagles. 
They shall run and not be weary. They 
shall walk and not faint. 

Dear Heavenly Father, I thank Thee 
for this day. 

I thank You for the privilege to stand 
in this hallowed place and invoke Thy 
presence. I pray now that You would 
bless these men and women that serve 
in the House of Representatives. Please 
grant them with a double portion of 
wisdom and understanding as they seek 
Your will in the affairs of this great 
Nation. 

I pray that they accomplish what 
Moses instructed the leaders to do in 
Deuteronomy 1:16: ‘‘Hear the disputes 
between the people, and judge them 
fairly.’’ I ask these blessings in the 
name of my Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
ALPHONSO JACKSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. GARCIA) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

recognize today guest chaplain, Rev-
erend Alphonso Jackson, Sr., of the 
Second Baptist Church of Richmond 
Heights in my district. I hope you will 
all join me in thanking him for hon-
oring us with today’s opening prayer. 

For over 30 years, Reverend Jackson 
has dedicated himself to serving God, 
his family, and our community in 
Richmond Heights, a community cre-
ated for African American World War 
II veterans so that they could use the 
GI bill. 

Founded 50 years ago by Reverend 
Ferguson, the Second Baptist Church 
of Richmond Heights has grown to 
more than 4,000 members and continues 
to flourish under his leadership. 

Reverend Jackson also helps 
strengthen his community outside his 
church by serving as moderator for the 
Seaboard Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion of Florida, second vice president 
to the Florida Baptist State Conven-
tion, and president of the Richmond 
Heights Community Alliance. 

We can all look to his words today 
for guidance as we work to resolve our 
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