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was proposing the prescription drug
benefit and we were trying to imple-
ment that, he asked to have it delayed
for 1 year—and guess what? The Repub-
licans didn’t object then.

Then the final reason that I object to
this lawsuit is because it is a distrac-
tion. The Republicans are trying to dis-
tract Americans from the fact they
have ruled over a do-nothing Congress.

While we are frittering away our last
few days in session in this pointless
and childish exercise, we are not cre-
ating jobs, fixing immigration, renew-
ing the Export-Import Bank, doing tax
reform, or even completing a full ap-
propriations process.

Words fail me in describing the petu-
lance of the other side. This toddler is
more adult than some of my col-
leagues. She has figured it out. I sup-
pose I will have to let her express her
feelings.

————
GENOCIDE IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share two pictures showing the tomb of
the prophet Jonah in Mosul, Iraq. The
first shows Jonah’s tomb as it looked
for centuries prior to last week. The
second shows the site after it was de-
stroyed by ISIS last week. Thousands
of years of Biblical cultural history
were erased in a matter of moments by
Islamist terrorists.

This ancient site had once been the
location of a church and then a mosque
famous for its architectural beauty
which stood there since the 14th cen-
tury. The mosque of the prophet
Yunus—built around Jonah’s tomb—
honored a figure who is sacred to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims.

Jonah, who was sent by God to
preach repentance to the people of
Nineveh, is the subject of a book in the
Hebrew Tanakh—the Old Testament—
and multiple passages in the Koran.

While ISIS has targeted Christians
for elimination in its destructive ram-
page through Syria and Iraq, this
atrocity is an offense not just to Chris-
tians, but to all humanity. This is
more than fundamentalism or extre-
mism. It is nihilism. It is genocide. It
is genocide of an entire people of faith
in this region.

The world should be outraged at the
crime against our shared cultural her-
itage, including the Islam that ISIS
claims to represent. ISIS has destroyed
millennia of history by detonating an
explosive charge and turning this an-
cient site of pilgrimage to rubble.

However, it is not just Biblical sites
and Christian churches that are tar-
geted by ISIS extermination. It is ex-
terminating the Christian people of
this region. The Christian people of
this region are being exterminated.

I want to share another picture. Do
you see this spray-painted symbol on
the wall to the right of the gate? That
is the Arabic word ‘‘nun’ which stands
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for nasara, a pejorative name for Chris-
tians. They are singling out Christians.
ISIS has been marking the homes of
Christians to symbolize their ulti-
matum: convert to Islam or die.

Similarly, ISIS has used the letter
“raa’ for rawafidh, a slur against Shi-
ites that they also expelled from
Mosul.

This is the sixth time in a week that
I have appeared on this floor to call at-
tention to the genocide that is taking
place right before our eyes. The media
is starting to pay more attention, but
where is the Obama administration?

It has to make protecting this an-
cient community a priority. It needs to
encourage the Kurds to do more of
what they can to protect those fleeing
ISIS and provide safe refuge. It needs
to ensure that of the resources going to
the region, that a portion should be
guaranteed to help the Christian com-
munity. It needs to have the same
courage as President Bush and former
Secretary of State Colin Powell had
when they called it genocide in Darfur
because this is genocide.

For the sake of these communities
and for the sake of the ancient, tan-
gible heritage that is being destroyed
daily by ISIS and Iraq, President
Obama must speak.

President Reagan consistently made
human rights and religious freedom a
hallmark of American diplomacy. He
famously described the U.S. Constitu-
tion as ‘‘a covenant we have made not
only with ourselves, but with all of
mankind.” He understood that the
promises enshrined in that document
transcended time and place.

There is no more urgent time and
place to speak out than now, given
what is happening to Christians and
other religious minorities in Iraq. We
are seeing, during this Congress where
everyone here is serving and during
this administration, we are seeing the
end of Christianity in Iraq, and soon,
we will see the end of Christianity in
the Middle East, where it all began.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS’ ECONOMIC
AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this past
Saturday, I held my Congress on Your
Corner at the Litchfield Public Li-
brary, and there, I had conversations
with folks young and old, and we
talked about what matters to them and
to their families, and I heard about
their concerns with the pressing issues
facing our country right now.

How can Washington jump-start our
economy again? When will we rebuild
our aging bridges and roads? What is
Congress doing about our broken immi-
gration system?

Here we are, 2 days before the Speak-
er’s August recess, and there is a vote
to sue the President. Yes, that is right,
we are wasting time and taxpayer
money voting on politically-motivated
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attacks against the President, rather
than this House taking action to help
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, we should be debating a
long-term, sustainable solution to fund
the dwindling highway trust fund, fix
our infrastructure, and create jobs. We
should work together to fix our broken
immigration system and to address the
humanitarian crisis at the border, and
we should vote to enact Make It In
America legislation that supports
good-paying jobs right here at home.

Mr. Speaker, moms in my district
and across this country ask me every
day: When will this House allow a vote
on commonsense gun violence preven-
tion? Coming from a State that is
working to regain jobs that were lost
during the recession, I believe that we
should cancel this recess to extend
emergency unemployment for job-
seekers in my State of Connecticut and
all across America.

No; instead, we are wasting time and
taxpayer money on a frivolous lawsuit,
rather than working together—work-
ing together—to stop corporate tax in-
versions or close tax loopholes for com-
panies that are shipping our jobs over-
seas.

The folks I listened to in Litchfield
last Saturday morning deserve better.
The American people deserve better. It
is time to put partisanship aside and to
put middle class families first. We
should cancel recess. We should stay
here and work together on policies to
jump-start our economy and get the
job done for all of the people we rep-
resent.

——
THE ORDEAL OF FIRST LIEUTEN-
ANT NADIYA VIKTORIVNA

SAVCHENKO OF THE UKRAINIAN
ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GIBSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address a solemn and pressing
issue that unfortunately has not re-
ceived the attention that is warranted.
This issue is the illegal capture, trans-
port, ongoing detainment, and upcom-
ing trial of First Lieutenant Nadiya
Viktorivna Savchenko of the Ukrain-
ian Army by pro-Russian Ukrainian
separatists and, now, the Russian Gov-
ernment.

Lieutenant Savchenko, whose first
name Nadiya means ‘‘hope’ in Ukrain-
ian, is a true patriot and hero. She was
born in 1981 in what was then the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
and grew up in that Soviet Union-
aligned Republic.

At the early age of 16, 1 year younger
than myself when I joined the United
States military, Nadiya joined the
Ukrainian Army as a radio operator
and started an incredible and
groundbreaking career in service to a
free and independent Ukraine.

Now 33, she has not only been trained
as an elite paratrooper, she also be-
came the first female air force pilot in
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the Ukrainian military. Her exemplary
time in uniform includes service in
Iraq between 2004 and 2008 as a member
of Ukrainian peacekeeping troops, dur-
ing which time she served alongside
and earned the respect of U.S. per-
sonnel, including Special Operations
Forces.

In fact, her tour in Iraq overlapped
with part of my own time serving in
that theater. I personally know the
hardships and exemplary work done by
our coalition forces during that dif-
ficult period, including Nadiya’s
Ukrainian contingent.

She has since become a national hero
and icon, serving in the 3rd Army Avia-
tion Regiment and being recognized by
Ukrainian defense forces and the
United Nations. Nadiya also became a
leading national figure in the
Euromaidan demonstrations, which led

to the fall of President Viktor
Yanukovych.
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After Yanukovych, pro-Russian

forces began stoking anger and vio-
lence across Ukraine’s eastern prov-
inces and the Crimean Peninsula. Lieu-
tenant Savchenko then joined one of
many volunteer, pro-government units
that were organized to supplement de-
ployed government forces. As the lead-
er in the Aidar Battalion, she served
alongside Ukrainian military personnel
and civilians alike to quell the Rus-
sian-supplied, -trained, -supported, and
-supplemented separatist forces.

On June 28, Nadiya was captured by
the separatists. After several days of
unknown whereabouts, she resurfaced
in Russia in the custody of the Russian
Government on charges of murdering
two Russian journalists. Access to her
by family and Ukrainian officials has
been very limited, and calls for her re-
lease based on her illegal capture,
transport, transfer, and detention have
gone unanswered. This is unacceptable.
As Americans, we must recognize those
who have fought alongside us and those
who have stood up for democracy and
freedom across the globe. Furthermore,
we cannot let international law and
due process be violated by any entity
or nation.

For these reasons, I call on the
United States Government and the
United Nations to take immediate ac-
tion to seek release of First Lieutenant
Nadiya Viktorivna Savchenko. If she, a
citizen of the sovereign state of
Ukraine and a war hero, is to face trial,
she must be granted the full ability to
do so in an open, transparent, and unbi-
ased venue such as through the inter-
national court system or be granted
the privilege of a full and proper inves-
tigation by her own country. Lieuten-
ant Savchenko deserves due process of
law. I further call on Russia to comply
with its international obligations and
immediately release Nadiya Savchenko
to her family or appropriate authori-
ties.
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MEDICAID EXPANSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as a cochairman of the State Med-
icaid Expansion Caucus, I rise this
morning to talk about how important
expanding Medicaid is for my State and
for every State in this great Nation.

It gives me great pride to be in the
well of the House this morning speak-
ing on the topic of expanding the Med-
icaid program today, the 49th anniver-
sary of the date when the legislation
creating the Medicaid antipoverty pro-
gram was signed into law by President
Lyndon Baines Johnson. More than 30
Members of Congress have joined the
State Medicaid Expansion Caucus be-
cause we know that opening the way to
health care for the poor is good, it is
righteous, it is just, it is merciful. It is
the right thing to do because, accord-
ing to Matthew 25:40:

Whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.

And for those who have not a care
about the poor, then you should know
also that expanding Medicaid to more
poor people will stimulate the economy
by creating jobs in the burgeoning
health care and other ancillary indus-
tries. More jobs mean more spending,
which leads to more profits. For those
of you who are only concerned about
your bottom line, then you should also
know:

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the
Lord, and he will reward them for what they
have done.—Proverbs 19:17.

The stimulation of economies is ex-
actly what expanding Medicaid has ac-
complished in the 27 States that have
expanded eligibility. It is exactly what
will happen in every recalcitrant State
when their political leaders finally
come to their senses and choose to ac-
cept the Federal funds to expand their
Medicaid systems, the funds having al-
ready been paid into the system by
their own taxpayers.

So 27 States, a majority of the States
of this great country, looked at the
facts and made the choice to help their
people be healthier and therefore lead
more productive lives. Expanding Med-
icaid in those States provided health
care coverage to approximately 10.5
million people who otherwise would
not have had it, according to Families
USA.

Despite the politics, this is a bipar-
tisan issue, as we see when Republican
Governors in Arizona and Ohio, for ex-
ample, expanded Medicaid. As a result
of their action, almost a million people
will have access to affordable health
care. States led by Republicans and
Democrats that expanded Medicaid
should be commended for their actions.
In California, almost 3 million people
have benefited by getting access to
health care when their State expanded
Medicaid. These are just some of the
success stories.
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The Federal Government will cover
100 percent of the costs of expanding
Medicaid today, and 90 percent of the
cost for the duration of the program in
every State. Expanding Medicaid will
bring billions of Federal tax dollars
back into States that will help develop
the health care infrastructure and im-
prove the economy.

It will also help low-income Ameri-
cans access health care. We must re-
member that the people who will ben-
efit from expanding Medicaid are no
less deserving of health care than any-
one else.

In my home State of Georgia, ex-
panding Medicaid would mean access
to health care for 684,000 poor people,
according to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities. The Georgia Budget
and Policy Institute estimates that ex-
panding Medicaid will bring $65 billion
in new economic activity to Georgia
over 10 years, which will support more
than 56,000 new jobs throughout the
State. My Governor reacted to this
news by signing a bill eliminating his
own authority to expand Medicaid. I
can’t think of a time that a chief exec-
utive has willingly given away some of
his authority.

We know why Governors and State
legislators are choosing to deny access
to health care for their people. It is
politics, pure and simple.

I am here today to urge every State
to expand Medicaid. I urge my col-
leagues and those watching at home to
contact their Governor and their State
legislator in support of expanding Med-
icaid.

————

CONGRESS LEAVES WITH WORK

UNDONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. RIBBLE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things that I am concerned about and I
think every American is concerned
about is the reputation of the Congress
of the United States in the eyes of the
American people. We know what our
approval ratings are, and we are well
aware of it; but we often don’t take a
moment and pause and say what are
the things that we could do to have the
American people once again view this
Chamber, the people’s House, as a place
of honor, as a place that is actually
doing the people’s business.

Here we are, 48 hours away from a re-
cess. We are going to be going back and
talking with the people in our dis-
tricts. Each one of us represents
around 700,000 American citizens. We
are going to go home and we are going
to spend some time talking with those
citizens, and I think that is appro-
priate. However, I also think it is ap-
propriate for us to get our work done,
and I want to talk this morning, Mr.
Speaker, about a key fundamental re-
quirement of the law of this Congress,
and that is to provide the Nation and
the American people with a budget
that is fiscally secure and to provide
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