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here. These are the real lives of chil-
dren who fled with a more than cred-
ible fear of the loss of life. I am so dis-
appointed sometimes in how we can re-
invent truth, and that is that these
children are fleeing because of what
President Obama represented. That is
not true. And it is important to tell
the American people the truth.

They were fleeing because of the
sheer unbelievable violence, insane vio-
lence, mixed in with the mistruths and
misrepresentations of those who just
wanted to make money and abuse the
system. So now we have the surge,
maybe 50,000 plus here in the United
States. And we have to do something
about it.

I listened to three young people yes-
terday. Most of us have not heard from
the children because we were pro-
tecting the children’s privacy. But
these youngsters explained the arduous
journey that they took and how they
came here for nothing more than a bet-
ter life, and that violence was all
around them.

Yes, we need to work with Honduras
and Guatemala and El Salvador. But
we started out trying to do what was
right. The President offered a supple-
mental. He knew it was right to have
funding for the wilderness funding. He
knew it was right to give the Border
Patrol agents their appropriate mon-
eys, and he knew it was right for en-
forcement to add more judges.

But what I would say is, what we
have on the floor now, Mr. Speaker, is
a pitiful example in H.R. 5230. This is a
bad emergency supplemental. It is not
even that. It is not worth voting for.
America is better than this, and we
need to do better than this with the
supplemental to help these children
and help America.

————
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, to begin
my short statement today, I would like
to read you a recent headline from The
Washington Times: ‘“‘Golden Hammer:
U.S. squandered $34 million on failed
Afghan soybean project.” The first few
sentences of this report read: ‘“Call it
the great American soybean heist, the
latest tale of U.S. taxpayer abuse to
emanate from Afghanistan. Despite
clear evidence that Afghanistan’s arid
soil was a bad place to grow soybeans,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
spent $34.4 million tying to establish
the crop in that country, according to
the Special Inspector General for Af-
ghan Reconstruction.”

Mr. Speaker, here we go again, talk-
ing about the waste, fraud, and abuse
of American resources in Afghanistan.

Yesterday I spoke on the House floor
in memory of three members of the
United States Army who died as a re-
sult of their service in Afghanistan.
The deaths of these three men rep-
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resent my greatest concern with our
servicemembers continuing to remain
in Afghanistan: that more and more of
our men and women in uniform will be
killed and wounded.

The loss of life and limb is far more
important than the money that is
being wasted. However, Mr. Speaker,
our country is in a dangerous financial
situation.

In addition to the soybean report, I
want to read three more headlines that
accentuate the waste of our taxpayer
money in Afghanistan. From CBS
News: ‘“‘Is the Pentagon wasting tax-
payer money in Afghanistan?’’ From
the Center for Public Integrity: ‘“The
U.S. military was no match for Af-
ghanistan’s corruption.” And from the
World Affairs Journal: ‘‘Money pit: The
monstrous failure of U.S. aid to Af-
ghanistan.”

Mr. Speaker, how much more can the
poor American taxpayer continue to
spend on a failed policy in Afghani-
stan? I cannot emphasize enough that
we have children, senior citizens, and
veterans here at home that desperately
need our assistance, yet we run out of
money for their programs because we
refuse to make cuts to the funds that
are being funneled overseas, and espe-
cially in Afghanistan.

I say to the administration and to
Congress that it is time to fix Amer-
ica’s problems, not Afghanistan’s prob-
lems, and not the world’s problems.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, 1 want,
again, to mention the three Army sol-
diers who were killed last week on July
25: Staff Sergeant Benjamin G. Prange,
PFC Keith M. Williams, and PFC
Donnell A. Hamilton, Jr.
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Mr. Speaker, beside me, I have poster
after poster of the cost of war. As a
young kid named Tyler Jordan—this is
actually from 2003, our early days in
Iraq, a very unnecessary war—his fa-
ther was a gunny sergeant named Phil-
lip Jordan, and he was killed, and here
is Tyler being given the flag that was
folded after it was taken off his fa-
ther’s grave.

I don’t know how many of these three
names I just mentioned—I know one
family, he had two little girls, maybe
they got a folded flag—but it is time
for Congress to wake up.

There is no need to have our young
men and women overseas giving their
life and limb and to see the money
wasted overseas in fraud, waste, and
abuse when we can use it right here to
fix America’s problems.

Please, God, continue to bless our
men and women in uniform; and please,
God, continue to bless America.

——————

THE FUTILITY OF LITIGATING
THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, with just 1
day before the recess and many pend-
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ing issues before us, the majority has
focused on one issue and one issue
alone: suing the President of the
United States for essentially doing
what they seem incapable of.

The lawsuit focuses solely on a small
part of the ACA, one that Republicans
themselves wanted to roll back. I am
going to list my objections to this
monumental waste of time on this
poster.

First is standing. The S is for stand-
ing because the Speaker is trying to
sue the President, and he does not have
standing. He must show that there is
some concrete harm to him that goes
beyond the general interest in seeing
the law enforced.

In fact, he should listen to conserv-
ative legal minds like Justices Rob-
erts, Scalia, and Rehnquist, all of
whom have expressed skepticism about
a court granting standing to the House
to sue the President.

It is absurd to think that the House
of Representatives, as an institution,
has been harmed by President Obama’s
attempting in good faith to implement
the ACA. I understand their feelings
might be hurt, but acting out only gets
them negative attention, and the
Americans agree that this is a waste of
time.

The next reason that I object is the
taxpayer waste of money. The last
time the Republicans sued the Presi-
dent, it was over the implementation
of DOMA, which went nowhere and cost
the taxpayers $2.3 million. Like this
previous fruitless lawsuit, this will
bounce around the courts for years,
making rich lawyers rich. That is the
only jobs program the Republicans will
have passed in Congress this year.

The next reason I object to it is that
it is useless. Just what are the Repub-
licans trying to accomplish with this
circus? It is certainly not governing.
As of June 30, this Congress has only
enacted 125 bills into law—the lowest
number of any Congress in history
since 1973, when they started keeping
data.

Now, my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle will say, well, it is all
about the Senate, but in five pre-
viously divided Congresses before this
one, the average number of bills en-
acted at the same time period was 254—
almost twice as many.

The next reason I object to this law-
suit is P, political stunt aimed at ap-
peasing the fringe elements in the Re-
publican Party that want to impeach
the President. The same people calling
for this lawsuit shut down the govern-
ment last fall because they wanted to
delay the Affordable Care Act, and it
cost us over $24 billion. Now, they are
suing the President over the fact that
he did something they wanted him to
do in the first place.

The only other group of people I
know who scream that they want
something and then throw a tantrum
when they get it are toddlers.

The next reason I object to this law-
suit is that it is inconsistent. It is in-
consistent because when George Bush
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was proposing the prescription drug
benefit and we were trying to imple-
ment that, he asked to have it delayed
for 1 year—and guess what? The Repub-
licans didn’t object then.

Then the final reason that I object to
this lawsuit is because it is a distrac-
tion. The Republicans are trying to dis-
tract Americans from the fact they
have ruled over a do-nothing Congress.

While we are frittering away our last
few days in session in this pointless
and childish exercise, we are not cre-
ating jobs, fixing immigration, renew-
ing the Export-Import Bank, doing tax
reform, or even completing a full ap-
propriations process.

Words fail me in describing the petu-
lance of the other side. This toddler is
more adult than some of my col-
leagues. She has figured it out. I sup-
pose I will have to let her express her
feelings.

————
GENOCIDE IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share two pictures showing the tomb of
the prophet Jonah in Mosul, Iraq. The
first shows Jonah’s tomb as it looked
for centuries prior to last week. The
second shows the site after it was de-
stroyed by ISIS last week. Thousands
of years of Biblical cultural history
were erased in a matter of moments by
Islamist terrorists.

This ancient site had once been the
location of a church and then a mosque
famous for its architectural beauty
which stood there since the 14th cen-
tury. The mosque of the prophet
Yunus—built around Jonah’s tomb—
honored a figure who is sacred to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims.

Jonah, who was sent by God to
preach repentance to the people of
Nineveh, is the subject of a book in the
Hebrew Tanakh—the Old Testament—
and multiple passages in the Koran.

While ISIS has targeted Christians
for elimination in its destructive ram-
page through Syria and Iraq, this
atrocity is an offense not just to Chris-
tians, but to all humanity. This is
more than fundamentalism or extre-
mism. It is nihilism. It is genocide. It
is genocide of an entire people of faith
in this region.

The world should be outraged at the
crime against our shared cultural her-
itage, including the Islam that ISIS
claims to represent. ISIS has destroyed
millennia of history by detonating an
explosive charge and turning this an-
cient site of pilgrimage to rubble.

However, it is not just Biblical sites
and Christian churches that are tar-
geted by ISIS extermination. It is ex-
terminating the Christian people of
this region. The Christian people of
this region are being exterminated.

I want to share another picture. Do
you see this spray-painted symbol on
the wall to the right of the gate? That
is the Arabic word ‘‘nun’ which stands
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for nasara, a pejorative name for Chris-
tians. They are singling out Christians.
ISIS has been marking the homes of
Christians to symbolize their ulti-
matum: convert to Islam or die.

Similarly, ISIS has used the letter
“raa’ for rawafidh, a slur against Shi-
ites that they also expelled from
Mosul.

This is the sixth time in a week that
I have appeared on this floor to call at-
tention to the genocide that is taking
place right before our eyes. The media
is starting to pay more attention, but
where is the Obama administration?

It has to make protecting this an-
cient community a priority. It needs to
encourage the Kurds to do more of
what they can to protect those fleeing
ISIS and provide safe refuge. It needs
to ensure that of the resources going to
the region, that a portion should be
guaranteed to help the Christian com-
munity. It needs to have the same
courage as President Bush and former
Secretary of State Colin Powell had
when they called it genocide in Darfur
because this is genocide.

For the sake of these communities
and for the sake of the ancient, tan-
gible heritage that is being destroyed
daily by ISIS and Iraq, President
Obama must speak.

President Reagan consistently made
human rights and religious freedom a
hallmark of American diplomacy. He
famously described the U.S. Constitu-
tion as ‘‘a covenant we have made not
only with ourselves, but with all of
mankind.” He understood that the
promises enshrined in that document
transcended time and place.

There is no more urgent time and
place to speak out than now, given
what is happening to Christians and
other religious minorities in Iraq. We
are seeing, during this Congress where
everyone here is serving and during
this administration, we are seeing the
end of Christianity in Iraq, and soon,
we will see the end of Christianity in
the Middle East, where it all began.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS’ ECONOMIC
AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this past
Saturday, I held my Congress on Your
Corner at the Litchfield Public Li-
brary, and there, I had conversations
with folks young and old, and we
talked about what matters to them and
to their families, and I heard about
their concerns with the pressing issues
facing our country right now.

How can Washington jump-start our
economy again? When will we rebuild
our aging bridges and roads? What is
Congress doing about our broken immi-
gration system?

Here we are, 2 days before the Speak-
er’s August recess, and there is a vote
to sue the President. Yes, that is right,
we are wasting time and taxpayer
money voting on politically-motivated
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attacks against the President, rather
than this House taking action to help
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, we should be debating a
long-term, sustainable solution to fund
the dwindling highway trust fund, fix
our infrastructure, and create jobs. We
should work together to fix our broken
immigration system and to address the
humanitarian crisis at the border, and
we should vote to enact Make It In
America legislation that supports
good-paying jobs right here at home.

Mr. Speaker, moms in my district
and across this country ask me every
day: When will this House allow a vote
on commonsense gun violence preven-
tion? Coming from a State that is
working to regain jobs that were lost
during the recession, I believe that we
should cancel this recess to extend
emergency unemployment for job-
seekers in my State of Connecticut and
all across America.

No; instead, we are wasting time and
taxpayer money on a frivolous lawsuit,
rather than working together—work-
ing together—to stop corporate tax in-
versions or close tax loopholes for com-
panies that are shipping our jobs over-
seas.

The folks I listened to in Litchfield
last Saturday morning deserve better.
The American people deserve better. It
is time to put partisanship aside and to
put middle class families first. We
should cancel recess. We should stay
here and work together on policies to
jump-start our economy and get the
job done for all of the people we rep-
resent.

——
THE ORDEAL OF FIRST LIEUTEN-
ANT NADIYA VIKTORIVNA

SAVCHENKO OF THE UKRAINIAN
ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GIBSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address a solemn and pressing
issue that unfortunately has not re-
ceived the attention that is warranted.
This issue is the illegal capture, trans-
port, ongoing detainment, and upcom-
ing trial of First Lieutenant Nadiya
Viktorivna Savchenko of the Ukrain-
ian Army by pro-Russian Ukrainian
separatists and, now, the Russian Gov-
ernment.

Lieutenant Savchenko, whose first
name Nadiya means ‘‘hope’ in Ukrain-
ian, is a true patriot and hero. She was
born in 1981 in what was then the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
and grew up in that Soviet Union-
aligned Republic.

At the early age of 16, 1 year younger
than myself when I joined the United
States military, Nadiya joined the
Ukrainian Army as a radio operator
and started an incredible and
groundbreaking career in service to a
free and independent Ukraine.

Now 33, she has not only been trained
as an elite paratrooper, she also be-
came the first female air force pilot in
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