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whole lot less traffic because they
would be about the only ones who
could afford to drive.

We have made tremendous progress
over the past many years in cleaning
our air and water. I have voted for
many of these laws and voted many
years ago for the toughest clean air
law in the world.

But as Charles Krauthammer said: If
we shut our whole country down, it
would make almost no difference on
carbon emissions because China and
India together are opening coal-fired
plants at rate of almost one per week,
and Indonesia is the third-largest emit-
ter.

Some environmental groups hate to
admit how much progress we have
made—how much cleaner our air and
water are—because it would reduce
their contributions. They have to keep
telling people how bad everything is so
their contributors will keep sending
them money, especially money and
contributions from foreign energy pro-
ducers.

But we need to make people realize
that only a prosperous country that al-
lows free enterprise can generate the
excess funds to do good things for the
environment that everybody wants
done.

Communist and socialist countries
have been some of the biggest polluters
in the world because their economies
have been barely able to feed, clothe,
and house their people. And certainly
they have been unable to spend the
kinds of money that it costs to help
the environment.

We must not allow big government
environmental regulators at both the
Federal and State levels to cause our
country to move so far to the left that
it destroys our economy.

——

HOUSE REPUBLICAN SUBTERFUGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to denounce the unprece-
dented political attack House Repub-
licans are bringing to the floor of this
House. This week, this body will con-
sider a measure to bring a lawsuit
against the President of the United
States for doing the job that the people
of this country elected him to do.

This highly partisan lawsuit is a sub-
terfuge. It is a subterfuge by House Re-
publicans aimed at achieving their po-
litical goals that they were not able to
achieve at the ballot box. Make no mis-
take about it. This is not a frivolous
matter. Nothing could be more serious
than House Republicans attempting to
get the taxpayers of this country to fi-
nance their misuse and abuse of the
legal system. The ultimate goal of this
exercise is to try to discover some peg
upon which they can hang an impeach-
ment resolution.

This is very simple. Republicans
could not defeat this President in back-
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to-back elections, and now they are
looking for other means to their ends.
This wasteful Republican lawsuit is
their prelude to impeachment. It is a
vendetta, a direct attack on the heart
of our democratic form of self-govern-
ment launched by House Republicans
who got over a million less votes from
the American people in the last na-
tional elections than their Democratic
counterparts. Nothing could be more
serious.

This lawsuit is a measure by House
Republicans to use taxpayer money to
further their partisan attempts to be-
smirch and destroy a President they
couldn’t beat in the elections. It is un-
fair to the American people, it is un-
democratic, it is un-American.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
need to know what is going on here.
Rather than focusing on creating jobs,
fixing our broken immigration system,
rebuilding our crumbling infrastruc-
ture, and other sensible measures that
can help hardworking families strug-
gling to make ends meet, House Repub-
licans are obsessed with political
gamesmanship on a historic scale.
Nothing could be more serious.

LET’S NOT WASTE PRECIOUS TIME
SUING THE PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, with
3 legislative days left before Congress
leaves for a 5-week vacation, Demo-
crats are working to advance the prior-
ities of the American people: creating
jobs, jump-starting the middle class,
and working to reform our broken im-
migration system. The majority, how-
ever, seems only interested in advanc-
ing a lawsuit against the President of
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, this is wrong, very
wrong. Suing the President—for what,
for doing his job? This is the first time
in the history of our Nation that one
branch of government is bringing a
lawsuit against another branch of gov-
ernment. What an incredible way to
uphold the separation of power among
branches of government.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
sent us here to tackle big problems and
do real work on their behalf. This law-
suit is only further proof that House
Republicans have lost touch with the
American people.

Not only is this lawsuit a waste of
time, but it is a serious waste of tax-
payers’ money. Just as House Repub-
licans spent $2.3 million defending dis-
crimination during the DOMA case,
and the $3 million they are spending on
the Select Committee on Benghazi,
they are now poised to waste yet more
money on a political stunt that is deep-
ly unpopular with the American peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, we have critical work
to do. I strongly urge my colleagues to
do what is right. We should stay here
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in Washington to deal with issues like
immigration reform, veterans’ health
care, and the economy. Let’s not waste
precious time and money on political
stunts like suing the President. We owe
it to the American people.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 10
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Jeff Parish, First Baptist
Church of Indian Rocks, Largo, Flor-
ida, offered the following prayer:

Lord, we come before You today and
pray for our elected officials.

God, I pray for wisdom for them in
areas that they need it and guidance to
follow You, Lord, in all things.

God, we do pause today and ask You
to use us as Your servants.

We realize our dependence on You
and look to You for answers to the
problems that face our country. I pray
that the discussion and the decisions
made in this Chamber today, God, will
reflect Your heart and Your direction.

Lord, we pray in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HARRIS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HARRIS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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WELCOMING REVEREND JEFF
PARISH

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce to my colleagues and to
this House our guest chaplain for the
day, Pastor Jeff Parish.

Pastor Jeff serves as the senior pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Indian
Rocks, Florida. Pastor Jeff first en-
tered the ministry in 1986, sharing with
others the message of Christian salva-
tion and of the redeeming love and
grace of the God in whom we put our
trust, and counseling fellow believers
along their personal faith journey.

Pastor Jeff is joined in his ministry
by his wife, Martha, and by the con-
gregation and community of believers
at First Baptist Indian Rocks, a church
family that, for 50 years, has shared its
message of faith with the Pinellas
County community but also in remote
lands around the globe.

I welcome Pastor Jeff today, and I
thank him personally for the ministry
he leads every day that has had an im-
pact on the life of this Member but,
likewise, on many thousands of others
he has touched during his career of
service to our loving God.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARCHANT). The Chair will entertain
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————
ACA FAILURES

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, over half
of Americans view the President’s
health care law unfavorably, according
to a new Rasmussen report. But this is
no surprise. What started only as a
failed Web site has turned into even
more logistical failures: problems
about applications, questions about
subsidies, and lots of confusion.

But the policy behind ObamaCare is
equally flawed. Premiums are rising.
Americans are losing the coverage they
liked. They are unable to see the doc-
tors they were previously visiting. And
they are finding that many of the serv-
ices or drugs that they need are not
covered. President Obama promised the
opposite of this, and Americans should
not be misled by their leaders.

House Republicans will continue to
pursue patient-centered reforms so
Americans can get the care they need
and want, the care they were promised.

————

LAWSUIT AGAINST PRESIDENT
OBAMA

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, so there
are just 3 legislative days left before we
go on recess, and the most pressing
issue that the House Republican lead-
ership has decided that we need to de-
vote our legislative time to is a resolu-
tion to sue the President of the United
States.

Not to bring up a jobs bill, not to
deal with comprehensive immigration
reform, not to extend emergency unem-
ployment benefits for the millions of
people who have lost their benefits, but
to debate a dangerous and unprece-
dented lawsuit with the House of Rep-
resentatives suing the President. What
is next—the Senate suing the House? I
mean, this is really ridiculous.

And after all that is done, what we
are going to do is recess for 5 weeks.
Instead of taking up the issues that the
people have sent us here to deal with,
we are going to leave for 5 weeks after
taking action—presumably, the major-
ity will vote to sue the President of the
United States.

It is a waste of our time. It is a hor-
rible waste of money. It is unconscion-
able. We ought to stay here and do the
work of the American people that we
were sent here to do.

———
DEFENDING THE CONSTITUTION

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, the
President has taken the oath of office
two times. Twice he has sworn to faith-
fully execute the laws. Twice he has
sworn to protect and defend the Con-
stitution. Yet he has unilaterally de-
layed the employer mandate of his own
health care law twice. On topic after
topic, this President has violated the
law through overreaching executive ac-
tion, often not even bothering to issue
an executive order.

Our former constitutional law pro-
fessor-turned President should know
that it is Congress’ job to make the
laws, and it is his job to carry them
out, not make them up.

That is why the House is asking the
judicial branch to step in and referee
this dispute. Champions of the Presi-
dent’s choices today may regret when
future Presidents are empowered to
run roughshod over the people’s rep-
resentatives. Let’s defend the Constitu-
tion and support the House lawsuit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from im-
proper references toward the President.

————

RESOLUTION TO SUE THE
PRESIDENT

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, 9.5
million Americans are unemployed.
America’s roads and rails are crum-
bling. College graduates are saddled
with $1 trillion in debt that they can’t
refinance. Ukraine and the Middle East
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are on fire. And what does the Speaker
have lined up for us in the final 3 days
before his 5-week recess for August? He
wants us to pass a resolution to sue the
President for actions he doesn’t like.
Mainstream legal experts have said re-
peatedly this lawsuit is both ludicrous
and dangerous, but what it mostly is is
wasteful.

The Speaker’s shutdown cost the
American economy $24 billion. The 50
ACA repeal votes have cost $79 million.
The DOMA lawsuit lined pockets of
lawyers at $500 an hour, billable hours.

We should cancel the recess. We
should go to work in terms of address-
ing the issues of jobs in this country.
We should stop lining the pockets of
politically connected lawyers. Let’s
stand up for the middle class. Let’s fix
America’s infrastructure, and let’s get
this country moving again and skip the
lawsuit.

——————

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
PRIORITIZATION ACT

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Human Traf-
ficking Prioritization Act, H.R. 2283,
and commend my friend and colleague
from New Jersey, Representative CHRIS
SMITH, for introducing it.

The State Department’s Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Persons, or J/TIP, does a fantastic job
of maintaining U.S. leadership and ac-
countability in the worldwide effort to
combat human trafficking.

More than 130 countries have created
or strengthened their antitrafficking
laws largely due to J/TIP’s work.
Among other provisions, this bill raises
the status of the J/TIP office to that of
a bureau, preventing countries and
other bureaus from gaming the tier
ranking system. It also achieves this
without any additional bureaucracy or
cost to the taxpayers.

As a member of the Congressional
Human Trafficking Task Force, work-
ing with the congressional leadership,
J/TIP, and antitrafficking groups, I
know it is crucial to keep this fight
from being consumed in a bureaucratic
shuffle.

I thank Congressman SMITH for his
leadership and look forward to Senate
passage of H.R. 2283.

———

HALTING THE GOP MARCH
TOWARD IMPEACHMENT

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, this week
House Republicans will be considering
a resolution that would authorize the
Speaker of the House to sue President
Obama. This lawsuit is frivolous. It is
also wasteful and without merit.

We must focus on critical legislative
priorities instead of political lawsuits
that will do nothing but waste millions



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T18:55:29-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




