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‘“‘commercial mobile data service’’ and ‘‘com-
mercial mobile radio service’” have the re-
spective meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 20.3 of title 47, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as in effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(2) WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS NET-
WORK.—The term ‘wireless telecommuni-
cations network” means a network used to
provide a commercial mobile radio service or
a commercial mobile data service.

(3) WIRELESS TELEPHONE HANDSETS; WIRE-
LESS DEVICES.—The terms ‘‘wireless tele-
phone handset” and ‘‘wireless device’” mean
a handset or other device that operates on a
wireless telecommunications network.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

———

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE
WITH RESPECT TO MOLDOVA

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the Committee on Foreign Affairs be
discharged from further consideration
of the resolution (H. Res. 562) express-
ing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives with respect to enhanced
relations with the Republic of Moldova
and support for Moldova’s territorial
integrity, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 562

Whereas the United States has enjoyed
good relations with the Republic of Moldova
since the Republic of Moldova’s independ-
ence in 1991;

Whereas since the Republic of Moldova’s
independence, the United States has pro-
vided financial assistance to support the peo-
ple of Moldova’s efforts to build a prosperous
European democracy;

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of Moldova further strengthened their
partnership through the launching of a Stra-
tegic Dialogue on March 3, 2014;

Whereas the Republic of Moldova is due to
sign an Association Agreement containing
comprehensive free trade provisions with the
European Union on June 27, 2014;

Whereas the United States Government
supports the democratic aspirations of the
people of the Republic of Moldova and their
expressed desire to deepen their association
with the European Union;

Whereas in a judgment in 2004, the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights found that
Transnistria was set up with the support of
the Russian Federation and considered it
‘“under the effective authority or at least de-
cisive influence of Russia’’;

Whereas the United States supports the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Moldova and on that basis par-
ticipates as an observer in the ‘‘5+2’’ negotia-
tions to find a comprehensive settlement
that will provide a special status for the sep-
aratist region of Transnistria within
Moldova;

Whereas the leaders of the Transnistrian
region of the Republic of Moldova requested
to postpone the ‘‘5+2” round of talks sched-
uled to take place in April 2014;
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Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation banned the import of Moldovan
wine in 2013 and has threatened to ban
Moldovan agricultural products, curtail the
supply of energy resources to Moldova, and
impose stricter labor migration policies on
the people of Moldova;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation maintains a contingent of Rus-
sian troops and a stockpile of Russian mili-
tary equipment and ammunition within the
Moldovan region of Transnistria;

Whereas the Government of Russia has
been actively issuing Russian passports to
the residents of the Transnistria region;

Whereas the Council of Europe, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and the Government of Moldova have
called upon the Government of the Russian
Federation to remove its troops from the
territory of the Republic of Moldova;

Whereas authorities in the Republic of
Moldova’s Transnistria region have re-
stricted access to the region by OSCE Mis-
sion to Moldova monitors, preventing the
Mission from providing impartial reporting
on the security situation in the region;

Whereas the House of Representatives and
the Senate both passed by an overwhelming
majority, and the President signed into law,
S. 2183, providing for a United States inter-
national broadcasting programming surge to
counter misinformation from Russian-sup-
ported news outlets and ensuring that Rus-
sian-speaking populations in Ukraine and
Moldova have access to independent news
and information; and

Whereas Moldova has been a valued and re-
liable partner in promoting global security
by participating in U.N. peacekeeping mis-
sions in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Sudan, and
Georgia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms that it is the policy of the
United States to support the sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Moldova and the inviolability of
its borders by other nation-states;

(2) supports the Strategic Dialogue as a
means to strengthen relations between the
Republic of Moldova and the United States
and enhance the democratic, economic, rule
of law, and security reforms already being
implemented by the Republic of Moldova;

(3) encourages the President and the De-
partment of State to enhance United States
cooperation with the Government of
Moldova and civil society organizations and
focus assistance on justice sector reform,
anti-corruption efforts, strengthening demo-
cratic institutions, domestic energy develop-
ment, diversification of energy supplies and
energy efficiency, as well as promoting trade
and investment opportunities;

(4) encourages the President to expedite
the implementation of Public Law 113-96, es-
pecially for populations in Ukraine and
Moldova;

(5) affirms the Republic of Moldova’s sov-
ereign right to determine its own partner-
ships free of external coercion and pressure,
and affirms Moldova’s right to associate
with the European Union or any regional or-
ganization;

(6) calls upon the Government of Russia to
fulfill its commitments made at the OSCE’s
Istanbul summit in 1999 and to withdraw its
military forces and munitions from within
the internationally recognized territory of
the Republic of Moldova;

(7) calls upon the Government of Russia to
refrain from economic threats and pressure
against Moldova and to cease any and all ac-
tions that support separatist movements on
the territory of Moldova;

(8) supports constructive engagement and
confidence-building measures between the
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Government of Moldova and the authorities
in the Transnistria region in order to secure
a peaceful resolution to the conflict;

(9) supports efforts to resolve the
Transnistria issue through a comprehensive
settlement that affirms Moldova’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, while pro-
viding a special status for the Transnistrian
region within Moldova;

(10) urges officials in the Transnistrian re-
gion to allow OSCE Mission to Moldova mon-
itors unrestricted access to the region;

(11) urges all parties to refrain from unilat-
eral actions that may undermine efforts to
achieve a peaceful resolution, as well as the
agreements already reached, and encourages
leaders of the Transnistrian region to re-
sume negotiations toward a political settle-
ment; and

(12) affirms that lasting stability and secu-
rity in Europe is a key priority for the
United States and that these can only be
achieved if the territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty of all European countries is re-
spected.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF NEW
JERSEY

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I have an
amendment to the text at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

The

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:

That the House of Representatives—

(1) reaffirms that it is the policy of the
United States to support the sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Moldova and the inviolability of
its borders by other nation-states;

(2) supports the Strategic Dialogue as a
means to strengthen relations between the
Republic of Moldova and the United States
and enhance the democratic, economic, rule
of law, and security reforms already being
implemented by the Republic of Moldova;

(3) encourages the President and the De-
partment of State to enhance United States
cooperation with the Government of
Moldova and civil society organizations and
focus assistance on justice sector reform,
anti-corruption efforts, strengthening demo-
cratic institutions, domestic energy develop-
ment, diversification of energy supplies and
energy efficiency, as well as promoting trade
and investment opportunities;

(4) encourages the President to expedite
the implementation of Public Law 113-96, es-
pecially for populations in Ukraine and
Moldova;

(5) affirms the Republic of Moldova’s sov-
ereign right to determine its own partner-
ships free of external coercion and pressure,
and affirms Moldova’s right to associate
with the European Union or any regional or-
ganization;

(6) calls upon the Government of Russia to
fulfill its commitments made at the OSCE’s
Istanbul summit in 1999 and to withdraw its
military forces and munitions from within
the internationally recognized territory of
the Republic of Moldova;

(7) calls upon the Government of Russia to
refrain from economic threats and pressure
against Moldova and to cease any and all ac-
tions that support separatist movements on
the territory of Moldova;

(8) supports constructive engagement and
confidence-building measures between the
Government of Moldova and the authorities
in the Transnistria region in order to secure
a peaceful resolution to the conflict;

(9) supports efforts to resolve the
Transnistria issue through a comprehensive
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settlement that affirms Moldova’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, while pro-
viding a special status for the Transnistrian
region within Moldova;

(10) urges officials in the Transnistrian re-
gion to allow OSCE Mission to Moldova mon-
itors unrestricted access to the region;

(11) urges all parties to refrain from unilat-
eral actions that may undermine efforts to
achieve a peaceful resolution, as well as the
agreements already reached, and encourages
leaders of the Transnistrian region to re-
sume negotiations toward a political settle-
ment; and

(12) affirms that lasting stability and secu-
rity in Europe is a key priority for the
United States and that these can only be
achieved if the territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty of all European countries is re-
spected.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the reading of the text be
dispensed with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY

MR. SMITH OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I have an amendment to the
preamble at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas the United States has enjoyed
good relations with the Republic of Moldova
since the Republic of Moldova’s independ-
ence in 1991;

Whereas since the Republic of Moldova’s
independence, the United States has pro-
vided financial assistance to support the peo-
ple of Moldova’s efforts to build a prosperous
European democracy;

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of Moldova further strengthened their
partnership through the launching of a Stra-
tegic Dialogue on March 3, 2014;

Whereas the Republic of Moldova is due to
sign an Association Agreement containing
comprehensive free trade provisions with the
European Union on June 27, 2014;

Whereas the United States Government
supports the democratic aspirations of the
people of the Republic of Moldova and their
expressed desire to deepen their association
with the European Union;

Whereas in a judgment in 2004, the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights found that
Transnistria was set up with the support of
the Russian Federation and considered it
‘“under the effective authority or at least de-
cisive influence of Russia’’;

Whereas the United States supports the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Moldova and on that basis par-
ticipates as an observer in the ‘“5+2’° negotia-
tions to find a comprehensive settlement
that will provide a special status for the sep-
aratist region of Transnistria within
Moldova;

Whereas the leaders of the Transnistrian
region of the Republic of Moldova requested
to postpone the ‘“5+2”° round of talks sched-
uled to take place in April 2014;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation banned the import of Moldovan
wine in 2013 and has threatened to ban
Moldovan agricultural products, curtail the
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supply of energy resources to Moldova, and
impose stricter labor migration policies on
the people of Moldova;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation maintains a contingent of Rus-
sian troops and a stockpile of Russian mili-
tary equipment and ammunition within the
Moldovan region of Transnistria;

Whereas the Government of Russia has
been actively issuing Russian passports to
the residents of the Transnistria region;

Whereas the Council of Europe, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, and the Government of Moldova have
called upon the Government of the Russian
Federation to remove its troops from the
territory of the Republic of Moldova;

Whereas authorities in the Republic of
Moldova’s Transnistria region have re-
stricted access to the region by OSCE Mis-
sion to Moldova monitors, preventing the
Mission from providing impartial reporting
on the security situation in the region;

Whereas the House of Representatives and
the Senate both passed by an overwhelming
majority, and the President signed into law,
S. 2183, providing for a United States inter-
national broadcasting programming surge to
counter misinformation from Russian-sup-
ported news outlets and ensuring that Rus-
sian-speaking populations in Ukraine and
Moldova have access to independent news
and information; and

Whereas Moldova has been a valued and re-
liable partner in promoting global security
by participating in U.N. peacekeeping mis-
sions in Liberia, Cote d’Ivoire, Sudan, and
Georgia: Now, therefore, be it

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the reading of the pre-
amble text be dispensed with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NEAR EAST AND SOUTH CENTRAL
ASIA RELIGIOUS FREEDOM ACT
OF 2014

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(S. 653) to provide for the establish-
ment of the Special Envoy to Promote
Religious Freedom of Religious Minori-
ties in the Near East and South Cen-
tral Asia, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 6563

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Near East
and South Central Asia Religious Freedom
Act of 2014”.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL ENVOY TO PROMOTE RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS MINORI-
TIES IN THE NEAR EAST AND SOUTH
CENTRAL ASIA.

(a) APPOINTMENT.—The President may ap-
point a Special Envoy to Promote Religious
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Freedom of Religious Minorities in the Near
East and South Central Asia (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Special Envoy’’) within the
Department of State. The Special Envoy
shall have the rank of ambassador and shall
hold the office at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Special Envoy
should be a person of recognized distinction
in the field of human rights and religious
freedom and with expertise in the Near East
and South Central Asia.

SEC. 3. DUTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Special Envoy shall
carry out the following duties:

(1) Promote the right of religious freedom
of religious minorities in the countries of the
Near BEast and the countries of South Central
Asia, denounce the violation of such right,
and recommend appropriate responses by the
United States Government when such right
is violated.

(2) Monitor and combat acts of religious in-
tolerance and incitement targeted against
religious minorities in the countries of the
Near East and the countries of South Central
Asia.

(3) Work to ensure that the unique needs of
religious minority communities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia are addressed, including
the economic and security needs of such
communities.

(4) Work with foreign governments of the
countries of the Near East and the countries
of South Central Asia to address laws that
are discriminatory toward religious minor-
ity communities in such countries.

(5) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tions 116(d) and 502B(b) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(d) and
2304(b)) relating to the nature and extent of
religious freedom of religious minorities in
the countries of the Near East and the coun-
tries of South Central Asia.

(6) Coordinate and assist in the preparation
of that portion of the report required by sec-
tion 102(b) of the International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6412(b)) relat-
ing to the nature and extent of religious
freedom of religious minorities in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia.

(b) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the du-
ties under subsection (a), the Special Envoy
shall, to the maximum extent practicable,
coordinate with the Assistant Secretary of
State for Population, Refugees and Migra-
tion, the Ambassador at Large for Inter-
national Religious Freedom, the TUnited
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, and other relevant Federal
agencies and officials.

SEC. 4. DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION.

Subject to the direction of the President
and the Secretary of State, the Special
Envoy is authorized to represent the United
States in matters and cases relevant to reli-
gious freedom in the countries of the Near
East and the countries of South Central Asia
in—

(1) contacts with foreign governments,
intergovernmental organizations, and spe-
cialized agencies of the United Nations, the
Organization of Security and Cooperation in
Europe, and other international organiza-
tions of which the United States is a mem-
ber; and

(2) multilateral conferences and meetings
relevant to religious freedom in the coun-
tries of the Near East and the countries of
South Central Asia.

SEC. 5. CONSULTATIONS.

The Special Envoy shall consult with do-
mestic and international nongovernmental
organizations and multilateral organizations
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