July 24, 2014

Why would we push back and go
backwards, instead of moving forward
into the future?

———

YOU CAN'T FOOL ALL THE
PEOPLE ALL THE TIME

(Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. As the
saying goes, ‘“You can fool all of the
people some of the time and some of
the people all of the time, but you can-
not fool all of the people all of the
time.”

A year into investigations regarding
the IRS improperly targeting applica-
tions submitted by conservative
groups, the IRS claimed to have lost
Lois Lerner’s emails to or from outside
agencies or groups for a period of more
than 2 years as a result of a computer
crash—not just her computer, but five
others as well.

IRS Commissioner John Koskinen
has told us that the hard drives on her
computer and the others could not be
restored and had been recycled.

As a former defense attorney, if a cli-
ent told me this story, I would say:
You can tell the judge and the jury
whatever you want, but you are not
fooling anybody, and if that is your
story, you are going to jail.

——————

MIGRANT CHILDREN

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to thank the religious and faith-
based communities in our Nation that
have come forward to demand that we
treat the children coming to our coun-
try with love and respect and not deny
them their due process rights.

Here are some of the words of the
faith-based community themselves.
This is from the Evangelical Immigra-
tion Table, which includes the National
Association of Evangelicals, the Coun-
cil for Christian Colleges and Univer-
sities, and many, many more.

“The antitrafficking law is working
according to its design,” the religious
leaders said. ‘It should not be changed
to address the current temporary situ-
ation.”

We hear from Rabbi Asher Knight of
Temple Emanu-El in Dallas. ‘‘The
question for us is: How do we want to
be remembered, as yelling and scream-
ing to go back or as using the teach-
ings of our traditions to have compas-
sion and love and grace for the lives of
God’s children?”’

Lastly, Pope Francis writes, ‘A
change of attitude towards migrants
and refugees is needed on the part of
everyone.”’

I hope to have that. I thank Presi-
dent Bush for signing the law and
standing by it in this hysterical mo-
ment.
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THE IRS’ DANGEROUS DOUBLE
STANDARD

(Mr. DAINES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAINES. Madam Speaker, imag-
ine telling the IRS you ‘‘just lost”
your paperwork; or ‘‘sorry, I acciden-
tally deleted my tax forms, guess I
won’t be getting those to you.”

How do you think the IRS would re-
spond? Not well. The IRS would find
your actions ‘‘inexcusable,” paid back
with a fine or criminal punishment,
but when the IRS asks the same of us,
we are expected to let them off the
hook.

Losing 2 years’ worth of emails is not
only unlikely, but it is unacceptable.
The IRS would not accept that excuse
from the people of Montana, and Mon-
tanans will not accept that excuse
from the IRS.

This double standard is abusive. It is
irresponsible. The IRS holds a great
deal of power over the individual lives
of the American people, and the re-
quirements they ask of us, we are ask-
ing of them.

As representatives of the people the
IRS is hurting, the House will hold the
IRS to the standards that they hold the
rest of America.

———
ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NOLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of an immediate
cease-fire and cessation of hostilities
between Israel and the Palestinians of
Gaza, in order to resume negotiations
and create a more lasting peace and se-
curity for all parties, to end this tragic
conflict.

Madam Speaker, we must do all that
we can to help these parties come to
terms that put the Palestinians on a
path to fulfilling their legitimate aspi-
rations of independence, while with the
greatest certainty that ensures the
survival and the security of Israel.

I commend and strongly urge Presi-
dent Obama and Secretary Kerry to
continue in their bold efforts in ending
this war. I offer them my full support,
and I ask my colleagues to do the
same, so that Israel and Palestine may
someday soon live side by side in peace
with one another.

———
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THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
HAS A MAJOR CREDIBILITY
PROBLEM

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Madam Speaker, the
Internal Revenue Service has a major
credibility problem. Last month, Inter-
nal Revenue Service Commissioner

H6757

John Koskinen told Congress under
oath that the agency had confirmed
that Dbackup tapes storing Lois
Lerner’s emails were destroyed.

Now we learn from IRS officials that
such tapes may, in fact, exist. Last
week, the IRS filed a declaration in
Federal Court stating that Lois
Lerner’s hard drive was destroyed and
the data contained on the hard drive
was unrecoverable, yet testimony pro-
vided to the House Ways and Means
Committee by IRS IT professionals
suggests that the hard drive was mere-
ly scratched and the data was, in fact,
recoverable.

Of course, the IRS has identified
roughly 80 individuals of interest in the
investigation, and yet now they tell us
that as many as 19 of them may have
suffered Lois Lerner-style hard drive
crashes.

Madam Speaker, the troubling part
about this is the American citizen
would never be able to get away with
these types of explanations. It is intol-
erable to have one set of rules for the
IRS and one set of rules for the rest of
us.

CANCEL THE AUGUST RECESS TO
DO THE PEOPLE’S WORK

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, cre-
ating opportunity for hardworking
American families and reigniting the
American Dream should be the top pri-
ority of this Congress, but instead, we
are about to embark on a 1-month leg-
islative recess as the House Republican
leadership continues to block action on
legislation to create jobs and to grow
the middle class.

Legislation awaiting action in an up-
or-down vote is piling up: legislation to
raise the minimum wage; to renew
emergency unemployment insurance;
to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form; to rebuild our crumbling roads,
bridges, and ports; enacting a manufac-
turing policy so that we can make
things in America; and voting on pay-
check fairness to ensure that women
receive equal pay for equal work.

Passing all these policies would
jump-start the middle class and expand
opportunity for all Americans. But in-
stead, instead of taking those up, we
are about to leave town for a month of
undeserved time off.

We should get to work on the work of
the American people. They expect that
from us, and they deserve nothing less.

———

SOME PEOPLE ARE MORE EQUAL
THAN OTHERS

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia.
Madam Speaker, as an American small
businesses owner, I deliver to my ac-
countants each and every year tremen-
dous sums of information that is then
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used to compile a tax return that I,
along with my wife, like other hard-
working Americans, must sign under
penalty of perjury.

I have no doubt that five CPAs, given
the same information from any tax-
payer, would calculate five different
tax liabilities. Yet when the IRS comes
calling, every American is guilty until
they prove their innocence.

Make a mistake or lose a receipt?
For the taxpayer, guilty. Pay the pen-
alty and interest, or the IRS will use
the law to take your home, your car,
your life savings, and they will put you
in jail and leave your family in the
ditch. But when the IRS gets caught
cheating, they lie to Congress, take the
Fifth, and destroy the evidence.

If they get away with this, what and
who is next?

I can’t help but think, Madam Speak-
er, that we must be getting close to
George Orwell and what he described in
his novel. While some people are cre-
ated equal, under this administration
others are more equal.

Had the IRS abused liberal groups,
the press and the administration would
demand the prosecution of the individ-
uals responsible, and that is exactly
what should be happening right now.

————
IRS: DO AS I SAY, NOT AS I DO

(Mr. BENTIVOLIO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BENTIVOLIO. Madam Speaker,
it has become apparent that the Fed-
eral agencies operate by one standing
principle: do as I say, not as I do.

The IRS has shown a blatant dis-
regard for the truth, and it is apparent
there is something to hide.

Madam Speaker, I look to the other
side, and I have to ask: Where is your
outrage? Why have none of my Demo-
cratic friends been willing to look at
the Internal Revenue Service’s actions
and say: Do you know what? This is
bigger than partisan politics. Some-
thing is wrong here, and we need to
protect the rights of Americans. Are
you so committed to government
power that you are unwilling to stand
up and do the right thing?

Our job is to protect the rights of the
people, not take them away. It is time
we remember that in this Chamber.

————
A TALE OF TWO STANDARDS

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, Tom Brokaw said the tar-
geting of 298 conservative groups by
the IRS was ‘‘outrageous” and called
for a ‘‘complete investigation and thor-
ough housecleaning.”’” He said:

This is not a conservative or liberal issue.
It really is about trusting your government.

Chris Matthews said there was obvi-
ous ‘‘profiling’’ of conservative groups,
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and said about Lois Lerner pleading
the Fifth:

Why, if you have nothing to hide, why
doesn’t she sit in that witness stand and an-
swer truthfully?

Tom Brokaw and Chris Matthews are
certainly not political conservatives.

One of the leading Capitol Hill news-
papers today asks, ‘“What about the
hard drive?” and says the IRS in Fed-
eral court this past Friday said Lois
Lerner’s hard drive was wiped clean by
the IRS and sent to an outside disposal
company to be shredded. There are
thousands of missing emails which just
happen to include those going from the
IRS to the White House.

All over this Nation, people have
seen that there is one standard for or-
dinary citizens and another for employ-
ees of the Internal Revenue Service and
friends of those in the White House. We
need a much simpler, fairer tax law,
Madam Speaker, that would allow us
to do away with the politicized IRS al-
together.

REMEMBERING DETECTIVE JOHN
GIBSON AND OFFICER JACOB
CHESTNUT

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, on July
24, 1998, 16 years ago today, two Capitol
policemen were Killed in this building
in the line of duty.

At 3:40 p.m., an insane man shot Offi-
cer Jacob Chestnut in the back of the
head. He died where he fell. He was di-
recting a family to the restrooms when
he was killed.

The insane man ran into the office of
the majority leader, Tom DeLay, my
predecessor in Congress. Mr. Delay’s
bodyguard, Detective John Gibson, was
shot. Despite being mortally wounded,
he returned fire and brought the shoot-
er down.

Today, both Officer Chestnut and De-
tective Gibson lie forever in glory
across the river in Arlington National
Cemetery. May they always rest in
peace.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 24, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
July 24, 2014 at 10:43 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 40.

With best wishes, T am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

July 24, 2014

EMPOWERING STUDENTS
THROUGH ENHANCED FINANCIAL
COUNSELING ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4984.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 677 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4984.

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) to preside
over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4984) to
amend the loan counseling require-
ments under the Higher Education Act
of 1965, and for other purposes, with
Mrs. BLACK in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) and the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. BoNAMICI) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Chair, I rise
today in strong support of the Empow-
ering Students Through Enhanced Fi-
nancial Counseling Act, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Chair, every family knows
the cost of pursuing a higher education
is out of control. It is felt intensely
each and every day by countless Amer-
icans, by parents who worry how they
will put their kids through college, by
students who fear they will be left with
a pile of debt and no job prospects, and
by working men and women who hope
a degree will let them reach the next
rung on the economic ladder.

We know that solutions to the col-
lege cost problem must ultimately
come from States and institutions, but
there are things Congress can do right
now to keep the dream of a postsec-
ondary education within reach.

Helping students find the right insti-
tution is one way we can make a dif-
ference. Yesterday, the House passed,
with strong bipartisan support, the
Strengthening Transparency in Higher
Education Act. The legislation will
arm students with the best information
available in a format that is easy to
understand, information that includes
key facts such as an institution’s costs,
completion rates, and student loan
debt.

Students and families currently face
a tsunami of information that is the
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