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This compilation documents the heroic
stories of these men who fought for our
freedoms, including my friend, Bob
Reasoner.

He lived his life quietly among us,
bearing the scars of war and service.
His ear was mangled. His eyelids had
been reconstructed. He bore the scars
of numerous burns.

I am especially grateful for Mr. Rea-
soner’s bravery in protecting the
United States, and I grieve with his
family and friends during the loss of a
great man, an American soldier and a
true American hero.

May God bless the men and women
who served in World War II. May God
continue to bless those who serve our
country and have served our country,
and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

———
THE BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
wherever I go, people express a growing
anger over the illegal immigration
that is overwhelming our southern bor-
der.

People ask me:

‘“How can we talk about securing the
border in Ukraine or Iraq while our
own border is wide open?”’

‘“How can we talk about supporting
the population of Central America
when we are nearly $18 trillion in
debt?”

‘“How can we talk about giving jobs
to millions of illegal immigrants when
fewer Americans are working today

than when this so-called recovery
began?”’
They ask: “If the Federal Govern-

ment can’t defend our own border,
what good is it?”’

Mr. Speaker, I cannot answer them.
The fact is, our southern border is wide
open. It is practically undefended, and
everybody knows it.

The many thousands streaming
across it know that if they break our
laws and enter our country illegally,
they will be rewarded with free food,
clothing, housing, medical care, trans-
portation, legal representation, and re-
location, all at the expense of strug-
gling American families.

Ninety-five percent of them believe
they will get ‘‘permiso” to stay and, at
the moment, they are right.

Until we fundamentally change this
reality, the mass incursion of our bor-
ders will continue, and our Nation’s
sovereignty will slowly fade away.

The American people are awakening
to the danger that illegal immigration
poses to our country. It is crowding out
millions of jobs desperately needed by
American workers. It is overwhelming
our schools, our hospitals, our courts,
law enforcement, prisons, and our local
and State budgets.

Perhaps worst of all, it is under-
mining the process of legal immigra-
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tion upon which our country is found-
ed. Why should anyone go to the ex-
pense and trouble of obeying our immi-
gration laws when they can reap rich
rewards simply by defying them?

This administration has actively en-
couraged this crisis with its promises
of amnesty, and it now needs another
$4 billion to feed, clothe, and house this
new surge. Conspicuously lacking from
the President’s proposal is any serious
effort at enforcement or deportation.

The advocates of illegal immigration
tell us we need comprehensive immi-
gration reform, but what they really
mean is extending some form of am-
nesty to those now illegally in this
country. Yet, it is precisely these
promises of amnesty that are causing
and encouraging the mass migration
we are now seeing.

Any short-term measure this House
approves must include provisions:

First, to rescind the President’s un-
lawful Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals order that has clearly encour-
aged the current surge;

Second, to detain all of these new ar-
rivals while expedited deportation
hearings proceed;

Third, to provide unrestricted access
for law enforcement to all Federal
lands at the border;

And fourth, to activate the National
Guard in whatever numbers are nec-
essary to secure our southern border
now.

Once the immediate tide has been
turned back, it is imperative that ex-
isting laws are enforced before any new
laws are considered, including:

Rigorous enforcement of sanctions
against any employer who hires an ille-
gal immigrant;

Completion of the border fence that
was authorized in 2006;

Deportation of any illegal immigrant
who comes into contact with law en-
forcement or who illegally applies for
government assistance; and

Resumption of Federal cooperation
with local and State law enforcement
agencies to ensure enforcement of our
immigration law.

If we are not willing to enforce our
current laws, there is no reason to be-
lieve that any future laws will be en-
forced. And until we enforce them, we
really can’t accurately assess what
changes might be needed.

The people with whom I talk are
tired of excuses. They are tired of
promises of future reforms. They want
to see our current laws enforced and
our border secured, and every act of
this House should be focused on pres-
suring the President to do so.

History is shouting this warning at
us: that nations that either cannot or
will not defend their borders aren’t
around very long.

Let that not be the legacy of this ad-
ministration, and let it not be the epi-
taph of the American Republic.

———

SENATE INACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I have
been in this House now for 6 months,
and I regrettably rise today to express
my frustration, and I know the frustra-
tion of thousands of people in my dis-
trict in southwest Alabama and, I be-
lieve, people all over the United States
of America.

People are tired of the stagnation
coming from Washington. Just look at
the disapproval rating of this Congress
and the disapproval rating of our Presi-
dent.

The people of this country want to
see action, action on growing our econ-
omy, action on cutting spending, ac-
tion on health care, action on immigra-
tion, action on the crisis at the VA, ac-
tion on foreign policy and all the prob-
lems we see around the world that in-
volve our interests. They want to see
action.
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Just earlier this week, I was at the
White House for a bill-signing cere-
mony of the Workforce Investment
Act, or the SKILLS Act, as we called it
here in the House.

The SKILLS Act was a great example
of Democrats and Republicans in this
House and the Senate coming together
behind a common goal of improving
our Nation’s workforce training pro-
grams, which is so important at this
time in our recovering economy.

During the bill-signing ceremony, the
President implored us to send more bi-
partisan job-creating bills his way. The
problem is the President doesn’t need
to lecture this House on that. The
President needs to look no further than
the majority leader in the Senate, the
gentleman from Nevada.

In the House, we have passed nearly
300 bills that are sitting in the Senate,
waiting for action—at least 40 of those
bills are job-creating bills. We have
continued in this House to do the peo-
ple’s work, making our way through
seven of the appropriations bills that
we are required by the Constitution to
pass to fund the government. The Sen-
ate has not completed a single one.

Now, some may say the issue is that
Republican Senators have demanded to
have amendments considered. I don’t
think that is too much to ask. Here in
the House, we have considered at least
180 minority amendments to appropria-
tions bills alone, 180.

One of my colleagues in the House
from the other side of the aisle was
quoted in an article as saying that she
wanted ‘‘to thank the Republicans for
their generosity. I am just grateful for
the bipartisanship here.”

That is not the same message coming
out of the do-nothing Senate. One
Democratic Senator was quoted as say-
ing that he has ‘‘a hard time getting on
the train in the morning.”” Former Sen-
ate leaders Tom Daschle and Trent
Lott have said the Senate ‘“‘has degen-
erated into a polarized mess.”

Now, this probably shouldn’t come as
much of a surprise because, yet again
this year, the Senate failed to even
pass a budget.
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I was just elected this past Decem-
ber. Prior to that, I was in the Ala-
bama State Senate, and in our State,
the State of Alabama, as in most
States, our legislature is required to
pass a budget and appropriations bills
every year on time, and they have to
be balanced.

So every year, the Alabama Legisla-
ture passes budgets with appropria-
tions in them on time, and they are
balanced. The United States Congress
can’t do that, the greatest debating
body ever known to the world, the
United States Senate can’t do that?

I can’t imagine what the people in
my district would think if they saw the
inaction coming from the TUnited
States Senate, but they see the results
of it, and it troubles them greatly.

We have heard this song and dance
before, and most of us now know how it
is going to end. At some point—sooner,
rather than later—the House will be
forced to consider a continuing resolu-
tion to prevent a government shut-
down.

The Senate can prevent this by fol-
lowing the House in regular order,
doing the people’s work, making the
hard decisions, and advancing indi-
vidual appropriations bills, as we have
done in the House.

That is how government is supposed
to work, and that is the only way we
are going to be able to make serious re-
forms to spending programs.

I have come to this body a number of
times to offer amendments to pending
bills that would have cut spending, and
I am going to keep pushing for these
types of strategic spending reductions,
but when the Senate refuses to do its
part, it makes this process impossible.

The Senate’s inaction is going to
force those in the House to make an
unfair choice, and I ask them to act
differently for the people of this coun-
try, so we can get things done.

————

EDUCATION FIRST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about education. A qual-
ity, affordable education is vital to en-
suring that American students are pre-
pared for the jobs of the 21st century.
For West Virginians, for Americans to
compete for jobs, they need to have the
skills, knowledge, and training to
make them attractive to employers.

Education opens doors. A diploma or
degree brings with it the promise of a
better future, better wages, a better
quality of life, a better future for one’s
family. Without a quality education,
the possibilities of life are truly lim-
ited, not limitless.

In the House of Representatives, we
are taking action today to ensure that
every American has access to quality
education and an education that is af-
fordable and understandable.

Later today, we will pass two bills to
help students pay for college and better
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manage the debt that they accrue. The
Empowering Students through En-
hanced Financial Counseling Act will
better educate students about the fi-
nancial implications of student loans
and help them borrow the money they
need, not all of the money that they
are offered.

We hear time and time again of the
crushing debt that our students are
coming out of college and higher edu-
cation with. We want to help them bet-
ter manage that and understand that.

So with counseling on the front end,
they will know what they are actually
getting into, instead of waiting until
the back end and hitting them with the
hammer of this is where you are now,
so you have got to deal with it.

We will also pass the Student and
Family Tax Simplification Act which,
very simply, makes permanent the
American Opportunity Tax Credit.

West Virginians want to work. Amer-
icans want to work. West Virginia’s
employers want to hire at home. They
want to have access to an educated
workforce, and by investing in edu-
cation, we invest in our Nation’s fu-
ture. We invest in growing our Nation’s
economy, and we invest in the future of
generations yet to come.

——
DOMESTIC ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, each day, we hear about
new opportunities as a result of devel-
oping our own domestic energy re-
sources. What we hear less about is
how many crises we have avoided as
America has moved from energy scar-
city to energy abundance.

Last week, on July 15, historian, Pul-
itzer Prize winner, and renowned en-
ergy expert Daniel Yergin stated that,
without the recent domestic boom in
o0il production, the United States would
be in deep economic trouble.

“I am convinced, were it not for
what’s happened these last few years,
we’d be looking at an oil crisis,” he
said, according to the Pennsylvania en-
ergy news publication, StateImpact,
covering Mr. Yergin’s remarks.

“We’d have panic in the public. We’d
have angry motorists. We’d have in-
flamed congressional hearings, and
we’d have the U.S. economy falling
back into a recession,” he added.

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, we have
jobs coming back to the United States
that were previously headed overseas
due to cheaper labor and other com-
petitive advantages. Today, the U.S. is
looking a bit more welcoming for busi-
nesses and job growth and for the
American worker.

From The Wall Street Journal earlier
this week, ‘“The competitive advantage
that U.S. companies will receive from
the lower cost provided by shale gas
. is attracting investment from
some of the industry’s bigger names.
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Just last week, the International En-
ergy Agency said some 30 million Euro-
pean jobs are at risk as manufacturers
of petrochemicals, plastics, and fer-
tilizers are relocating to the U.S.”

Additionally, as reported in Politico
earlier this week, ‘A strange thing
happened in the past few months as
Ukraine battled with Russian-backed
separatists, rockets flew over Israel,
and much of Iraq fell to Islamist insur-
gents: gasoline prices for U.S. motor-
ists stayed pretty much flat. The price
at the pump has even fallen in the past
week, even after Malaysia Airlines
flight MH17 exploded over Ukraine and
Israel sent ground forces into Gaza . . .
It’s yet another sign of the unexpected
changes wrought by the U.S. energy
boom, which has turned the United
States into one of the world’s largest
oil producers and the biggest producer
of natural gas.”

Mr. Speaker, the opportunities of do-
mestic energy production are apparent.
As a result, we have new opportunities
here at home and abroad. Americans
are keeping more money in their pock-
ets due to lower heating costs and
prices at the pump.

U.S. businesses are bringing oper-
ations back to the U.S. to create jobs
here at home. Companies from across
the globe are bringing their operations
to the United States, so that they can
do business at a lower cost.

American families are able to find
good-paying jobs. We are helping the
U.S. remain competitive, and we are
becoming more economically secure.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Thomas Koys, St. James at
Sag Bridge Catholic Church, Lemont,
Illinois, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, I give You thanks
and I ask Your blessing upon all gath-
ered here. Lord, I beg You to enlighten
us, and I ask You to be merciful to our
country, as we strive to win that kind
of peace that You desire.

As these people debate the best ways
to order our society, give them humble
hearts to seek that order that flows
from Your supreme intelligence.

Help them to learn the lesson that
You tried to teach Your chosen people
in the time of Samuel, the prophet;
that to be the most favored nation in
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