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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Reverend Matthew 
Schramm, Pastor of Bay City’s West-
minster Presbyterian Church in my 
district, who delivered this morning’s 
opening and very inspiring prayer. 

I am pleased to welcome Pastor 
Schramm and his family to the U.S. 
Capitol, and to thank him for his con-
tinued service to our community. 
Westminster Presbyterian Church is 
one of the oldest churches in Bay City, 
helping to share love, faith, and hope 
with its congregants and others across 
Michigan. 

In addition to serving his congrega-
tion, Reverend Schramm served as the 
youngest-ever chair of the Pres-
byterian Mission Agency Board, the 
ministry agency and the board of trust-
ees for the Nation’s largest body of 
Presbyterians. 

Reverend Schramm not only serves 
at the church altar, but also in the 
community as well. He serves on Bay 
County’s Federal Emergency Food and 
Shelter Board, the Do-Care Family En-
richment Center advisory board, and 
the McLaren Bay medical region’s 
Medical Ethics Advisory Board. 

Pastor Schramm, on behalf of the 
U.S. Congress, thank you for being 
here today. I hope that your uplifting 
words that you shared with us will give 
us the courage to work together in pur-
suit of the common good for all Ameri-
cans. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

THE MANMADE CRISIS ON THE 
TEXAS BORDER 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I have been to the border 
many times, but I never expected to 
witness what I saw last Friday, a real 
manmade crisis. The President’s fail-
ure to secure our border and uphold the 
rule of law has led to this mess, and 
now he is failing to deal with it. 

While President Obama is nowhere to 
be found, Texas Governor Rick Perry 
has made stopping the crisis his num-
ber one priority. I commend him on his 
latest decision to deploy the Texas Na-
tional Guard to help secure the south-
ern border. I am also grateful for the 
men and women working around the 
clock to control the crisis. 

Securing the border will help send a 
clear message to countries that, if you 
enter illegally, you will not be allowed 
to stay. And that is the right thing to 
do. We are a Nation of laws, and there 
is a process for coming to America. 

Texans and the American people de-
serve real border security now. 

PARKS AND RECREATION MONTH 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate Parks and Recreation 
Month. This month plays an important 
role in engaging in educating Ameri-
cans on the many advantages of parks 
and recreation facilities and how they 
play a vital role in the health, safety, 
and economies of our Nation’s commu-
nities. 

This nationally celebrated month 
aims to connect Americans with their 
natural outdoor environment through 
exercise, recreation, relaxation, and 
congregation. It is also an opportunity 
to recognize those tasked with the de-
sign, management, and conservation of 
our parks and recreational spaces, such 
as landscape architects, city planners, 
nonprofit organizations, and parks and 
recreation professionals. 

Unfortunately, too many Americans, 
including children, live in communities 
with deteriorating parks and outdoor 
facilities, which hinders their ability 
to enjoy outside activities. According 
to the National Recreation and Parks 
Association, nearly three out of every 
10 adults in our country do not spend 
time outside on a daily basis. 

I believe that all cities, neighbor-
hoods, and communities should have 
access to parks, which is why I intro-
duced H.R. 2424, the Community Parks 
Revitalization Act. This legislation 
would help rehabilitate existing and 
develop new community parks. 

f 

EPA’S WATERS OF THE U.S. RULE 

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to express my opposi-
tion to the EPA’s proposed Waters of 
the U.S. rule. 

This rule will dramatically expand 
the Clean Water Act’s jurisdiction by 
changing current law that limits EPA’s 
authority to ‘‘navigable waters.’’ 
Under this new rule, EPA authority 
will apply to any body of water that 
has a bed, a bank, or a high water 
mark. 

Hoosier farmers explain to me that 
this new rule means that large puddles 
left after a storm will fall under the 
EPA’s jurisdiction. Farmers may have 
to get a permit to perform even the 
most basic tasks on their own land. 

My constituents brought me these 
photos to show what changing the rule 
will mean. As you can see, this is not a 
stream, it is not a navigable body of 
water or a longstanding body of water. 
It should not be regulated by the EPA. 
It happened just after a large rainfall. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule change will 
prevent farmers from doing their jobs, 
put people out of work, and increase 
food prices. It is bad for our Nation’s 
landowners, it is bad for our Nation’s 

farmers, and it is bad for Americans 
trying to put an affordable meal on the 
table. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask EPA to withdraw 
this rule. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT 
HAMILTON 

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, south-
eastern Connecticut last Friday suf-
fered a terrible loss with the sudden 
passing of Bob Hamilton, a long time 
military affairs reporter for the New 
London Day. 

Over the years, Bob covered the Grot-
on sub base and earned a well-deserved 
reputation for accuracy, intelligence, 
and fairness. And that is the reason 
why the U.S. Navy selected him as the 
first reporter to be on a combat sub-
marine in the opening days of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, when the 
opening salvo of tomahawk missiles 
brought down the Taliban regime. 

In the last few years, Bob has been 
director of communications at Electric 
Boat shipyard, and was part of the 
team effort to boost submarine ship-
building that resulted in the largest 
contract in the Navy to build Virginia 
class submarines, at two submarines a 
year. 

Again, he passed away suddenly last 
Friday, leaving his wife, Kathryn, and 
three children, a terrible loss. 

I would ask the Chamber to join me 
in expressing condolences to Kathryn, 
and salute the great example that Bob 
set in terms of good journalism, great 
advocacy for the national defense, and 
for being an outstanding human being. 

f 

THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
IS FAILING OUR VETERANS 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to highlight a tragic story that 
emerged last week that captures how 
the failures of the Veterans Adminis-
tration, those failures are hurting our 
veterans. 

For 2 years, Vietnam veteran Mi-
chael Sulsona, from Graniteville, New 
York, a double amputee, had been wait-
ing for a new wheelchair from the VA. 
His request was ignored. 

On July 7, his wheelchair fell apart 
again while he was shopping at his 
local Lowe’s home improvement cen-
ter. What happened next captures the 
essence of American compassion and 
concern for our Nation’s veterans. 

Three of Lowe’s employees imme-
diately jumped into action and said to 
the veteran, ‘‘We’re going to make this 
chair like new.’’ Forty-five minutes 
after the store closed, they delivered 
on their promise. 

These three men embodied the Amer-
ican spirit by immediately helping this 
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veteran because they knew it was the 
right thing to do, and because they 
knew that this veteran had made tre-
mendous sacrifices in defense of their 
freedom. 

These three men should be com-
mended for their selfless action, and 
the VA should be embarrassed for its 
failure to meet the needs of this vet-
eran. 

f 

FIX OUR BROKEN IMMIGRATION 
SYSTEM 

(Mr. GARCIA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARCIA. Mr. Speaker, over the 
last few months, we have seen an un-
precedented number of unaccompanied 
children coming across our border. 
While many of my colleagues want to 
rail at the lack of border enforcement, 
these kids are immediately being 
caught and turned over to the Border 
Patrol. 

Just throwing more money at the 
border isn’t going to fix the problem. 
Sending the National Guard to the bor-
der isn’t going to do it either. In fact, 
it is pure political posturing. 

What we need is comprehensive im-
migration reform now. Fixing our bro-
ken immigration system will clear the 
backlog so that we can process these 
children fairly and efficiently. 

Instead of adding to the $18 billion we 
already spend on immigration enforce-
ment a year, we need a comprehensive 
strategy based on reliable metrics to 
allocate resources where they are actu-
ally needed. 

This crisis isn’t going to be solved by 
scare tactics. These are children. We 
need a wide-ranging plan to ensure the 
fair and humane treatment of the chil-
dren, and a long-term strategy to ad-
dress the root causes of the crisis. 

f 

THE BORDER CRISIS DEMANDS 
MEANINGFUL POLICY CHANGES 
(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I just 
visited the Texas-Mexico border for the 
third time. I saw, firsthand, a real 
manmade crisis, a crisis created by an 
administration that urges amnesty. 

I spent time with our Nation’s border 
agents. They are doing an incredible 
job under the extreme circumstances. 
Despite their hard work, wave after 
wave of illegal immigrants is coming 
in from Central America. 

I also witnessed the State of Texas 
Department of Public Safety’s heroic 
efforts to combat drug trafficking. 

Sending these illegal immigrants 
back to their home country promptly 
is one of the most humane things that 
we can do. Failure to do so will only 
encourage others to risk their own 
safety to pursue the false promise of 
amnesty. 

My constituents in Texas demand a 
permanent border security solution. 

The law blocking a fast return of ille-
gal immigrants to their home coun-
tries must be changed. 

Until our President supports this 
major part of the solution, he will re-
main a major source of the problem. 

f 

THE MIDDLE CLASS JUMPSTART 
ACTION PLAN 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
last week I stood with House Demo-
crats to unveil the Middle Class 
Jumpstart Action Plan. This plan fo-
cuses on creating good jobs for the 21st 
century, empowering Americans to 
manage work and family, and making 
higher education affordable. 

That same day, the majority showed 
where their priorities lie, by handing 
out unpaid-for, debt-raising tax breaks 
that will benefit the wealthiest Ameri-
cans. 

There is something wrong when folks 
can fight so vigorously on the House 
floor to protect corporate persons, but 
fail to defend real unemployed Ameri-
cans by passing an unemployment in-
surance bill and raising the national 
minimum wage. 

Yesterday, I met with labor groups to 
discuss how Congress can grow manu-
facturing and promote job creation. We 
discussed the need to invest in Amer-
ican workers by providing quality 
training, the need to invest in infra-
structure, and how fair wages and a 
skilled workforce will help restore the 
American Dream. 

I urge my colleagues to stop legis-
lating for the 1 percent of Americans, 
and help jump-start and grow the mid-
dle class. 

f 

b 1215 

PRESIDENT OBAMA CAN SOLVE 
BORDER CRISIS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the Border Security Caucus, composed 
of over 80 members and growing, met 
yesterday, and many of us have con-
cerns about the administration’s immi-
gration proposals. 

We feel the President is trying to 
make Congress take ownership of the 
border crisis. We should reject that by 
pointing out that the President right 
now—today—could stop the illegal 
surge by enforcing current immigra-
tion laws. 

We should put the well-being of the 
children first and encourage them to 
stay in their home countries with their 
families. 

The President, allowing over 500,000 
people illegally in the United States to 
stay indefinitely, has enticed tens of 
thousands more to undertake a dan-
gerous journey to cross the southern 

border. The President’s policies are 
deadly. 

The House should not send any immi-
gration bill to the Senate, unless we 
know what is coming back. Otherwise, 
it is just a Trojan horse waiting to be 
used by those who favor amnesty. 

f 

NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE 
STATION 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
will meet with the Niagara Military 
Affairs Council here in Washington, 
D.C., to discuss the future of the Niag-
ara Falls Air Reserve Station. 

The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Sta-
tion is critical not only to western New 
York, but to our Nation’s security. The 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station em-
ploys over 3,500 people and has an an-
nual economic impact of over $200 mil-
lion. 

Next month, the station will start 
construction on a new C–130 flight sim-
ulator, which I was proud to fight for 
with the western New York delegation. 
Additionally, Customs and Border Pro-
tection has chosen the base as the pre-
ferred location for construction of a 
new Border Patrol station. 

Mr. Speaker, I will continue to fight 
to make sure that the mission at the 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is 
preserved and that it is allowed to di-
versify through innovative partner-
ships. 

Continued investment in the base 
and expansion of the mission ensures 
that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Sta-
tion will remain a fixture in our com-
munity for many years to come. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHECKS AND 
BALANCES 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the House is 
considering a lawsuit to stop the Presi-
dent from unilaterally rewriting the 
ObamaCare statute. Some have criti-
cized the lawsuit by saying that if 
House Republicans are opposed to the 
ObamaCare individual mandate, why 
are they suing President Obama for de-
laying that mandate? 

The Constitution requires that if the 
President wants to change a law, he 
must come to Congress to ask for a 
change. He did not do that in this case, 
even though House Republicans agreed 
with the underlying change. The case 
is about following constitutional proc-
ess. 

Another objection is that President 
Obama has not issued as many execu-
tive orders as other Presidents, but the 
issue is not the number of executive or-
ders, but the impact of the executive 
orders. 

This lawsuit is about constitutional 
governance, not politics. We must 
maintain the checks and balances es-
tablished by the Constitution. 
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