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Troop 772 was established last year at
Dan McCarty Middle School as a com-
munity effort to keep young men in
the area engaged in positive after-
school activities by providing support
and guidance. Troop 772 is no ordinary
Boy Scout troop. It is much more.

For too long, Fort Pierce has been
plagued by gangs, by rampant violent
crime that has taken the lives of neigh-
bors and colleagues, friends and loved
ones. For the young men of Troop 772,
this violence isn’t just something they
see on the television or hear about in
the abstract. It is the terrifying reality
they face every day of their lives.

I want to share what these Scouts
have said about what it is like in their
community in their own words: ‘I want
you to get rid of gangs in my commu-
nity. I want to be able to wear any col-
ors I want without having to change. It
would be good to go a week or so with-
out hearing a gunshot. We will be bet-
ter if people stop fighting.”

When I hear this, I am both saddened
and outraged. No one—let alone our
youth—should have to live in constant
fear of violence, but at the same time,
I am hopeful. What brings me hope for
Fort Pierce is Troop 772. Troop 772 was
born out of violence, but in them, I see
a solution to that violence.

When Troop 772 was just an idea,
there was a lot of skepticism. There
was skepticism about whether the
troop could move these young men
away from the violence and into their
community, but the troop, the commu-
nity, and, in particular, the adult lead-
ership of the troop has given much-
needed support to these young men.

They have been a constant presence
in the lives of these Scouts at a time
when they need them the most, at a
time when others in their community
would only do them harm. It is clear
that this troop will help make the com-
munity a safer and better place to live.

These young men who had struggled
or had bad behavior are starting to
thrive as a result of Troop 772 and the
positive environment it provides.

Earlier this year, I was privileged to
visit with the troop and see their hard
work and dedication firsthand while
they worked on a local environmental
project.

It is this kind of hard work and com-
mitment that will help these young
men succeed and become the leaders of
tomorrow. It is this kind of hard work
and commitment that has brought
Troop 772 to Washington today to re-
ceive their Citizenship in the Nation
merit badges. It is truly an honor to
recognize them with this major accom-
plishment and the dedication that has
brought them here.

I also want to take a moment to rec-
ognize all of those individuals who
helped them reach this monumental
point today. I want to thank Scout-
master Rusty Hines and Assistant
Scoutmasters Dan Hafner and Bob Tay-
lor for teaching Troop 772 leadership
and Scouting skills, as well as for mak-
ing the Scouting experience so enjoy-
able for these young men.
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Thanks to all of the members of the
community who helped make this trip
of a lifetime possible and State Rep-
resentative Larry Lee, Jr., and St.
Lucie County Commissioner Kim John-
son for showing their continued sup-
port of these young men by joining
them here today.

Of course, I also want to thank Scott
Van Duzer, who made Troop 772 a re-
ality. Through his Van Duzer Founda-
tion, his dedication to helping these
young men and bettering our commu-
nity is unwavering. Our community
will be forever grateful for all of their
work, which has touched so many lives
and inspired an entire community.

Lastly and most importantly, I want
to thank the Scouts of the troop. Our
community is so proud of what they
have achieved, individually and to-
gether. This troop is a testament to
what can be accomplished when youth
are given the chance to succeed.

———

ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT
AGAINST ERIC HOLDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 56 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, last
November, I filed Articles of Impeach-
ment against our Attorney General,
Eric Holder. This was a serious action.
I am not happy that I had to do it.

The trust of the American people in
their government is at an alltime low.
They wonder: Where is the Constitu-
tion? Is it still law? Is it alive?

It is still law. It is still alive. I took
a sacred oath to defend it. All of my
colleagues took that same oath. Mr.
Holder took that oath. Sadly, he has
broken that oath many times.

He has a long record of enforcing
laws he likes and ignoring laws he
doesn’t like. The oath he took doesn’t
give him that choice. He is the number
one law enforcement official in Amer-
ica.

We are having an immigration crisis
on our border with Mexico. Kids are
coming across in record numbers. Next
year, our Border Patrol thinks that
150,000 kids will cross illegally. That is
roughly the same number of Allied
Forces that invaded Normandy on D-
day.

We have laws on the books to stop
this crisis, and yet Mr. Holder won’t
enforce those laws. Instead, he made up
new rules that refuse to deport people
who have come here illegally. He chose
to break our laws. He chose to break
his oath.

The Internal Revenue Service has
been using our Tax Code to harass
Americans because their political
views oppose the administration’s. The
watchdog over the IRS begged Mr.
Holder to investigate because crimes
may have been committed within the
IRS by senior officials. Mr. Holder
chose not to investigate the IRS. He
chose politics over our laws. He chose
to break his oath.

Finally, Mr. Holder, under oath to
tell the truth, told Congress that he
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had no involvement in an operation
against a reporter working for a net-
work Mr. Holder didn’t like, yet Mr.
Holder’s signature was on the paper ap-
proving that operation. He chose to
break our laws. He chose to break his
oath.

Hoping to remind Mr. Holder about
his oath and his duty to enforce all of
our laws, Congress held Mr. Holder in
contempt in June of 2012. He made his-
tory, with two bipartisan votes holding
him in contempt of Congress. Sadly, 2
years later, Mr. Holder continues to
break his oath.

The only weapon Congress has for
Federal officials who break their oath
and our law is impeachment. I have 28
cosponsors of my resolution to impeach
Mr. Holder. I ask my colleagues to re-
member that we are a Nation of laws.

Show the American people that our
Constitution is alive and well—cospon-
sor H. Res. 411, Articles of Impeach-
ment against Eric Holder.

——————

THE BLAME BARACK OBAMA
CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, we
have a humanitarian crisis at our bor-
der that challenges the capacity of the
United States of America to address it
from both a resource perspective and
from a compassionate perspective.

Tens of thousands of unaccompanied
minors are seeking entry into this
country, children who are fleeing ex-
treme violence in the northern triangle
countries of Honduras, El Salvador,
and Guatemala.

Now, there are some in this institu-
tion who want to lay blame for this cri-
sis at the feet of the Obama adminis-
tration. This is not a surprising devel-
opment because these individuals are
members of the BBO caucus, the blame
Barack Obama caucus.

Whenever anything happens in this
country or in this world, they want to
blame the President of the United
States. Something goes wrong in Iraq,
a war that was prosecuted, that was
botched, that was mismanaged by the
previous administration, the BBO cau-
cus blames Barack Obama.

So we are seeing a similar phe-
nomenon as it relates to this humani-
tarian crisis. First, they claim it was
brought about by the President’s deci-
sion related to deferred action con-
nected to individuals falling into the
DREAMer category.
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But they failed to note that in order
to be eligible for deferred action, you
have to be in this country continuously
since 2007. That claim has no basis in
reality.

Then they say, well, the President re-
fuses to enforce our Nation’s immigra-
tion laws. How silly is that argument?
Hundreds of thousands of individuals
have been deported by the Obama ad-
ministration each and every year in
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record numbers, particularly when
compared to the previous Republican
President. The unenforcement argu-
ment has no basis in reality.

Then, lastly, they say, well, this has
to do with comprehensive immigration
reform. Comprehensive immigration
reform is not the law of the land. The
bill was passed by the Senate. It hasn’t
even been acted upon by the House, let
alone sent to the President for his sig-
nature. And even if a pathway toward
citizenship were created, if you look at
the legislation, only individuals in this
country since December of 2011 would
be eligible.

Yet the blame Barack Obama caucus
doesn’t care about the facts. Well, here
are the facts. The individuals, the chil-
dren who are fleeing and who are com-
ing to this country, are trying to es-
cape extreme violence, gang activity,
drug trafficking, sexual abuse, and in-
timidation. The Northern Triangle
countries of Central America—El Sal-
vador, Guatemala, and Honduras—are
among the most violent in the world.
Honduras is the murder capital of the
world—number one. El Salvador is
number four, and Guatemala is number
five.

How do we know that this phe-
nomenon is not simply Uncle Sam
throwing his hands up saying come
into our country? Well, here is another
reason. All of the Central American
neighbors to our south outside of these
Northern Triangle countries have also
experienced an exponential increase in
unaccompanied minors. Mexico, Belize,
Panama, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua
have all experienced significant in-
creases in children coming to those
countries, more than a 400 percent in-
crease collectively in asylum applica-
tions in 2012.

This is not a pull from the United
States. These children are running for
their lives. And so we have got to ad-
dress it with an understanding of what
is the root cause of the humanitarian
crisis.

Several of us on the Judiciary Com-
mittee have introduced the Vulnerable
Immigrant Voice Act because we be-
lieve that the unaccompanied children
should have access to counsel. It would
benefit the taxpayer in making immi-
gration proceedings more efficient and
ensuring expedited removal when mer-
ited and in making sure that unneces-
sary detention doesn’t take place.

Now, many of these children will not
have a valid legal basis to remain, but
some will. Some will have asylum
claims, U visa, or Special Immigrant
Juvenile Status, and for that reason we
should give them access to counsel and
do what is right for these children.

———

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
LEGISLATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.
Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of a package of
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human trafficking legislation to be
considered by the House today. I also
rise to recognize and support all the
good work done by my colleagues to
combat the hideous crime of human
trafficking.

Madam Speaker, as a former United
States Ambassador, I was exposed first-
hand to the horrors of human traf-
ficking on an international level. I wit-
nessed and reported on the devastating
consequences of human trafficking, but
never in my wildest dreams did I ever
think human trafficking was so ramp-
ant right here in the United States of
America.

Madam Speaker, right now, there are
young women and children being forced
into prostitution in virtually every dis-
trict across this Nation. In fact, I was
shocked to learn that my own home-
town of St. Louis has been identified as
one of the top 20 areas for sex traf-
ficking in the United States.

Madam Speaker, this problem is hid-
ing in plain sight. Every year, thou-
sands of young Americans’ lives are
impacted by this despicable crime.
However, I take hope from all the good
work being done by law enforcement
and those who work in victims’ serv-
ices. Most importantly, I take hope
from all the survivors of this hideous
crime. Their strength gives us
strength; their resolve gives us inspira-
tion; and their steadfast commitment
to ending sex trafficking gives us all
the courage to fight.

Madam Speaker, because of the ef-
forts of many individuals and groups, I
am happy to report that Congress has
taken notice of this very serious prob-
lem. Years of work have raised aware-
ness of this issue and have laid the
foundation for the long overdue action
that Congress is presently taking. I ap-
plaud these efforts, and I look forward
to continuing this work for years to
come.

However, Madam Speaker, there is
much work yet to be done. As legisla-
tors, we have an obligation to come to-
gether and do something because we
can, because we should, and because we
must. I urge Senator REID to take up
the bills that the House has already
passed that take steps to address this
horrible crime, including the Stop Ad-
vertising Victims of Exploitation, or
SAVE, Act, which I had the pleasure of
passing with overwhelming bipartisan
support.

————

THE CRISIS IN FOREST FIRE
FUNDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, we
have a crisis in firefighting funds here
in the United States of America, and
what has this Congress done about it?
Nothing. Absolutely nothing. Zero.
Nada. It hasn’t even held a hearing.

Right now there are 11 major fires
burning in Oregon, five in Wash-
ington—one the largest in the history
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of the State—two in Utah, two in
Idaho, one in California, and one in Ar-
izona. There are forecasts for a sub-
stantial amount of new lightning
storms moving through, and that
means more fires. Our resources are
about at their maximum, and the De-
partment of the Interior and the Forest
Service are about to run out of funds.
Now, this was predictable.

The budget set by the Republicans
and PAUL RYAN was totally inadequate.
There was a proposal, which is the rar-
est of things in this town, a bipar-
tisan—Republicans and Democrats—bi-
cameral—Senate and House—proposal
supported by the President of the
United States, and that was to look at
what has happened over the last 10
years of the dramatic increase in the
severity and the occurrence of fires,
particularly in the Western United
States, on public lands and to give the
Forest Service a budget adequate to
fight those fires year in and year out.
And also, for those extraordinary fires,
the ones that are pretty much unprece-
dented in history because of mis-
management, climate change, and a
number of other things, to fight those
with emergency funds just like we deal
with tornadoes, hurricanes, and earth-
quakes.

That money should not come out of
the budget of the Forest Service and
the Department of the Interior, be-
cause what do they have to do? Start-
ing later this month, they are going to
devastate the remainder of their budg-
et. That means, instead of going out
and reducing fuels on fires through
contracts, using private contractors
and mitigating the future risk of fire,
they are going to have to cancel those
contracts for this year because they
are going to have to spend the money
to fight the fires.

Then, it is not only firefighting con-
tracts they have to cancel, they have
to devastate all across their budget, in-
cluding recreation programs and their
timber sale programs, things that
bring in revenue to the Federal Gov-
ernment. Any State that has Federal
lands administered by the Department
of the Interior or the Forest Service—
most of the States in the Union, much
more of an impact in certain States
than others—will see a detrimental im-
pact because the Forest Service and
the Department of the Interior are
going to have to rob their budgets to
pay for the costs of these fires.

It also means that we didn’t have as
many people pre-deployed; we didn’t
have as much equipment pre-deployed;
and we didn’t have all the resources we
needed ready. We also need a whole
new firefighting fleet. We are using
World War II aircraft. They are kind of
at the end of their useful life. And we
are now pressing into service planes
that are not particularly efficient at
fighting fires because we don’t have a
fleet of planes, a modern fleet of
planes, to assist our firefighters to help
save their lives on the ground and help
save the lives of people in the commu-
nities that are affected.
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