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South Carolina (Mr. SANFORD) for in-
troducing this piece of legislation and
the chairman of the subcommittee,
Chairman Hudson, and, of course, our
ranking member, Mr. BENNIE THOMP-
SON, for the bipartisan work on this
bill.

What this bill stands for is just a
commonsense approach to government
and making sure that we pay for what
we get, and it is that very simple
premise. So I am honored to be stand-
ing here today with my colleagues
from the other side of the aisle to do
something that just makes common
sense.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would urge
my colleagues to support it, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HUDSON), my chairman.

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, again,
thank you to the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. SANFORD) for this
commonsense legislation. Also, I would
like to thank the ranking member of
the committee, Mr. RICHMOND, for not
only his work on this bill, but in the
way we have worked together to make
a difference for the American people.

The American people sent us to Con-
gress to get things done, to make their
lives better, and to make sure we are
scrutinizing every tax dollar that is
spent here. I think this piece of legisla-
tion, as my colleague from Louisiana
said, is a commonsense piece of legisla-
tion that does just that.

So I am proud to stand here in sup-
port of it. I am proud of the work that
Mr. SANFORD put into this bill, and I
would urge my colleagues to vote for
this piece of legislation.

Mr. SANFORD. All that could be said
has been said, and with that, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 4803, the TSA Office of In-
spection Accountability Act of 2014, sponsored
by the Gentleman from South Carolina, Mr.
SANFORD.

The DHS Inspector General has reported
that TSA’s Office of Inspection does not oper-
ate efficiently and could save significant tax
dollars by reclassifying criminal investigators in
the Office of Inspection to other less costly po-
sitions while still performing the same work.
The DHS IG specifically found that criminal in-
vestigators in the Office of Inspection primarily
monitor the results of criminal investigations
conducted by other agencies, investigate ad-
ministrative cases of TSA employee mis-
conduct, and carry out inspections, covert
tests, and internal reviews.

While each of these functions is important,
and in many cases a criminal investigator may
be well suited to perform them, they do not
represent the equivalent of a criminal inves-
tigation and should therefore not be the pri-
mary functions of those employees who re-
ceive premium pay and other benefits associ-
ated with being a criminal investigator.

This bill addresses this issue by requiring a
review of these positions by TSA and the DHS
Inspector General to determine how many em-
ployees should be reclassified.

| am proud to be a cosponsor of this com-
mon-sense bill, and would like to thank the
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Congressman from South Carolina, Mr. SAN-
FORD, both for his work on this issue and his
strong participation in the Committee’s over-
sight and legislative efforts this Congress. |
would also like to commend the Gentleman
from North Carolina, Mr. HUDSON, for his lead-
ership as well.

With that, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 4803.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in strong support of H.R. 4803, the
“TSA Office of Inspection Accountability Act of
2014”.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to commend the
gentleman from South Carolina, Representa-
tive SANFORD, for his leadership on this legis-
lation.

Upon its creation, TSA was given broad au-
thority to hire, fire, and set the terms of em-
ployment of its personnel.

This has resulted in employees, such as
Transportation Security Officers, lacking the
due process rights afforded other Federal em-
ployees.

It has also resulted, in some cases, of
abuses of the system for the gain of a few.

According to the Inspector General of the
Department of Homeland Security, TSA’s Of-
fice of Inspection has been gaming the system
by employing a bloated number of personnel
as “criminal investigators” for years.

Those who are designated as “criminal in-
vestigators” receive additional compensation
and are afforded the right to retire early.

H.R. 4803 will put an end to these abuses
by requiring the Inspector General to approve
the method used by TSA to designate per-
sonnel as criminal investigators and by requir-
ing TSA to certify to Congress that only those
individuals performing the requisite criminal in-
vestigation work are designated as “criminal
investigators”.

According to the Inspector General, properly
classifying individuals within TSA’s Office of
Inspection could save taxpayers as much as
$17 million over five years.

During Committee consideration of this
measure, | offered an amendment on behalf of
Representative LORETTA SANCHEZ that ad-
dresses revelations about misuse of Federal
Air Marshal Service official’s relationships with
private vendors to obtain discounted or free
firearms by TSA personnel.

Specifically, in April, the Committee became
aware that the former director of the Federal
Air Marshal Service bought several guns from
an employee who is under investigation for
using his position to obtain free and dis-
counted firearms.

Unfortunately, TSA was less than forth-
coming with Congress regarding this investiga-
tion, leaving many questions unanswered
about how the investigation was conducted
and the number of FAMs officials involved.

The exploitation of official relationships for
personal gain is a serious matter.

Such misuse occurring within the Federal
Air Marshal Service, the Law Enforcement
component within TSA is unacceptable.

To address the lack of transparency regard-
ing the investigation, the Committee accepted
language | offered to require TSA to provide
information and materials associated with the
Office of Inspection’s review of the allegations
to Congress.

With that Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 4803.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
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mittee and a former chair of the Transportation
Security Subcommittee, | rise in support of
H.R. 4803, the “TSA Office of Inspection Ac-
countability Act of 2014.”

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Chairman
McCAuUL and Ranking Member THOMPSON for
their leadership in bringing this legislation to
the floor.

H.R. 4803 will save the taxpayers hundreds
of thousands dollars annually by requiring the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
to conform its personnel classification prac-
tices to existing Federal law and regulations
regarding criminal investigator positions.

According to a report by the Homeland Se-
curity Department’s Inspector General (IG),
about half of the employees in the Office of In-
spection (Oll) are classified as criminal inves-
tigators even though their duties do not in-
volve responsibilities that can be characterized
as criminal investigation activities.

Instead, the responsibilities of these employ-
ees primarily consist of administrative duties
such as duties of such investigating cases of
TSA employee misconduct and conducting in-
ternal reviews.

Classifying these employees as “law en-
forcement” personnel, however, makes them
eligible for premium pay and other significant
economic benefits.

If TSA fails to reclassify criminal investigator
positions as noncriminal investigator positions
or non-law-enforcement positions, this will cost
taxpayers as much as $17,000,000 over 5
years.

This money could be utilized to ensure that
law enforcement agencies, which identify, ap-
prehend, and prosecute criminals, have the-
tools, resources, and training necessary to do
their job efficiently, effectively, and economi-
cally.

Mr. Speaker, | have always strongly sup-
ported providing the resources needed by law
enforcement and first responders and will con-
tinue to do in future.

But we have an obligation to the American
people to be responsible stewards of the pub-
lic fisc and it is not responsible to provide pre-
mium pay and benefits intended for law en-
forcement personnel to employees who do not
perform the dangerous duties of law enforce-
ment officers.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 803, which directs the Office of
Inspection to reclassify its current criminal in-
vestigator positions to conform to the require-
ments of applicable law and save the tax-
payers hundreds of thousands of dollars annu-
ally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. SANFORD) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4803, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GERARDO HERNANDEZ AIRPORT
SECURITY ACT OF 2014

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 4802) to improve intergovern-
mental planning for and communica-
tion during security incidents at do-
mestic airports, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4802

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gerardo Her-
nandez Airport Security Act of 2014°°.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Assist-
ant Secretary’ means the Assistant Secretary of
Homeland Security (Transportation Security) of
the Department of Homeland Security.

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘‘Administra-
tion”’ means the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration.

SEC. 3. SECURITY INCIDENT RESPONSE AT AIR-
PORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary
shall, in consultation with the Administrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
conduct outreach to all airports in the United
States at which the Administration performs, or
oversees the implementation and performance
of, security measures, and provide technical as-
sistance as mnecessary, to verify such airports
have in place individualized working plans for
responding to security incidents inside the pe-
rimeter of the airport, including active shooters,
acts of terrorism, and incidents that target pas-
senger-screening checkpoints.

(b) TYPES OF PLANS.—Such plans may in-
clude, but may not be limited to, the following:

(1) A strategy for evacuating and providing
care to persons inside the perimeter of the air-
port, with consideration given to the meeds of
persons with disabilities.

(2) A plan for establishing a unified command,
including identification of staging areas for
non-airport-specific law enforcement and fire
response.

(3) A schedule for regular testing of commu-
nications equipment used to receive emergency
calls.

(4) An evaluation of how emergency calls
placed by persons inside the perimeter of the
airport will reach airport police in an expedi-
tious manner.

(5) A practiced method and plan to commu-
nicate with travelers and all other persons in-
side the perimeter of the airport.

(6) To the extent practicable, a projected max-
imum timeframe for law enforcement response.

(7) A schedule of joint exercises and training
to be conducted by the airport, the Administra-
tion, other stakeholders such as airport and air-
line tenants, and any relevant law enforcement,
airport police, fire, and medical personnel.

(8) A schedule for producing after-action joint
exercise reports to identify and determine how
to improve security incident response capabili-
ties.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Assistant Secretary shall report to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate on the findings from its outreach to airports
under subsection (a), including an analysis of
the level of preparedness such airports have to
respond to security incidents, including active
shooters, acts of terrorism, and incidents that
target passenger-screening checkpoints.

SEC. 4. DISSEMINATING INFORMATION ON BEST
PRACTICES.

The Assistant Secretary shall—

(1) identify best practices that exist across air-
ports for security incident planning, manage-
ment, and training; and
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(2) establish a mechanism through which to
share such best practices with other airport op-
erators nationwide.

SEC. 5. CERTIFICATION.

Not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the
Assistant Secretary shall certify in writing to
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate that all screening personnel have partici-
pated in practical training exercises for active
shooter scenarios.

SEC. 6. REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENTS.

Not later than 90 days after the enactment of
this Act, the Assistant Secretary shall provide to
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate an analysis of how the Administration
can use cost savings achieved through effi-
ciencies to increase over the next 5 fiscal years
the funding available for checkpoint screening
law enforcement support reimbursable agree-
ments.

SEC. 7. NO ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION OF AP-
PROPRIATIONS.

No additional funds are authorized to be ap-
propriated to carry out this Act, and this Act
shall be carried out using amounts otherwise
available for such purpose.

SEC. 8. INTEROPERABILITY REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Assistant
Secretary shall, in consultation with the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Office of Cybersecurity and
Communications, conduct a review of the inter-
operable communications capabilities of the law
enforcement, fire, and medical personnel respon-
sible for responding to a security incident, in-
cluding active shooter events, acts of terrorism,
and incidents that target passenger-screening
checkpoints, at all airports in the United States
at which the Administration performs, or over-
sees the implementation and performance of, se-
curity measures.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after the
completion of the review, the Assistant Sec-
retary shall report the findings of the review to
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. HUDSON) and the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. RICH-
MOND) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 4802, the Gerardo Hernandez
Airport Security Act of 2014. As chair-
man of the Committee on Homeland
Security’s Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation Security, I introduced this bi-
partisan bill to improve the state of
preparedness at our Nation’s airports
in response to the shooting that oc-
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curred at Los Angeles International
Airport in November of last year.

The shooting that occurred at LAX,
which took the life of Transportation
Security Officer Gerardo Hernandez
and wounded three other people, served
as a tragic wake-up call to the relative
ease with which someone can wreak
havoc in one of our Nation’s busiest
airports.

In March of this year, the Sub-
committee on Transportation Security
conducted a site visit and field hearing
at LAX to examine the response to the
incident and better understand the ac-
tions that have been taken to improve
incident response in the wake of this
tragedy. Subsequently, my sub-
committee held a followup hearing to
receive testimony from additional rep-
resentatives of the law enforcement
and airport communities on security
incident response.

Over the course of these activities,
through  this process, the sub-
committee found that while the Fed-
eral, State, and local response to the
LAX shooting was heroic and swiftly
executed, there is room for improve-
ment in how airport operators, TSA,
and other stakeholders coordinate the
response and communicate in the cru-
cial moments after a major security in-
cident like this.

Based on months of careful review
and stakeholder input by the sub-
committee, as well as detailed after-ac-
tion reports by the Los Angeles World
Airports and TSA, H.R. 4802 would re-
quire the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration to provide assistance to
all airports where TSA performs or
oversees screening to verify that each
airport has detailed, practiced plans for
responding to security incidents. This
includes plans for evacuating travelers,
establishing unified command, testing
radio equipment, and conducting joint
exercises among responding agencies.

This legislation would also make
TSA a clearinghouse for security inci-
dent response and communications
best practices, which was a key rec-
ommendation from testimony the sub-
committee received in May. In addi-
tion, the bill would require TSA to cer-
tify to Congress that all screening per-
sonnel have participated in an active
shooter training, which is a require-
ment TSA appropriately instituted on
its own following the LAX shooting.

The bill will also require TSA to as-
sess whether interoperable communica-
tions capabilities exist among respond-
ing agencies at airports where TSA
performs or oversees screening. We
know interoperability is an ongoing
challenge among many first respond-
ers, despite billions being spent to
achieve better communications since 9/
11, but, at this point, no one has done
an overall assessment to determine
what weaknesses exist in terms of com-
munications at our Nation’s airports.

Finally, the bill requires TSA to ex-
amine how it can increase its reim-
bursement of law enforcement officers
who protect the screening checkpoints.
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These men and women are the front
line of defense in protecting the trav-
eling public. While TSA’s funding for
law enforcement reimbursement has
decreased in recent years, the critical
role these officers play at our airport
checkpoints has never been more im-
portant.

This bill is a necessary step towards
countering the threats facing our Na-
tion’s airports, without placing an
undue burden on airport operators, law
enforcement, or the taxpayers. In fact,
according to TSA, the cost of providing
assistance to airports will be incidental
and would not require additional ap-
propriations. This bill, nonetheless,
makes it clear to TSA that no new
funding is being authorized to carry
out any of the provisions of this bill
and that existing appropriations should
be used to carry out this act.

I want to thank the chairman of the
full committee, Mr. MIKE McCAUL, for
his support of this bill and for moving
it through the full committee, as well
as the ranking member of the full com-
mittee, Mr. THOMPSON, and the ranking
member of the subcommittee, Mr.
RICHMOND, for cosponsoring this legis-
lation and for working with us to
produce this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of H.R. 4802, and I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on November 1, 2013, an
armed gunman entered Los Angeles
International Airport with the intent
to target and kill transportation secu-
rity officers.

Tragically, on that day, Officer Her-
nandez, for whom the bill before us is
named, became the first TSA employee
to die in the line of duty. After shoot-
ing Officer Hernandez, the gunman pro-
ceeded past the checkpoint and entered
the terminal where he shot and wound-
ed two other transportation security
officers and one passenger. The two
TSA employees who were shot and
wounded selflessly remained at the
checkpoint after the shooting began,
helping passengers escape to safety.

Despite communications challenges,
the men and women of the L.os Angeles
World Airports’ Police Department re-
sponded to the incident swiftly, taking
the shooter down, and preventing the
loss of more innocent lives.

Through our committee’s oversight
work, we have identified some com-
monsense steps that could be taken to
mitigate any similar incident in the fu-
ture.

H.R. 4802 embodies these common-
sense steps. The bill does so by requir-
ing airports to have plans in place for
responding to active shooter scenarios
and TSA to: provide information to air-
ports on best practices for responding
to a security incident at checkpoints,
provide transportation security officers
practical training for responding to ac-
tive shooter scenarios, and conduct a
nationwide assessment of the inter-
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operable communications capabilities
of the law enforcement, fire, and med-
ical personnel responsible for respond-
ing to an active shooter event at an
airport.

The requirements contained in H.R.
4802 were informed by post-incident re-
views of the LAX shooting conducted
by TSA and the airport itself, along
with the oversight work of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security’s Sub-
committee on Transportation Security.

In March, the Subcommittee on
Transportation Security held a site
visit and field hearing at LAX to see
firsthand how the tragedy unfolded and
hear from TSA, airport officials, and
the American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees about how the re-
sponse to a similar incident could be
improved going forward.

In May, the subcommittee held a fol-
lowup hearing on the shooting here in
Washington and heard from a diverse
array of airport operators and law en-
forcement to inform us of how a na-
tionwide template for preparedness and
response at airports could be most ef-
fectively crafted.

I am proud of the product before the
House today. It is the result of intense
review of the tragic LAX shooting and,
if enacted, would result in airports
across the Nation being more prepared
to respond to a similar incident in the
future.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like
to commend Subcommittee Chairman
HUDSON for the bipartisan and inclu-
sive manner in which he has led the
Subcommittee on Transportation Se-
curity’s oversight and legislative ef-
forts in response to the shooting at
LAX.

I was pleased to join Ranking Mem-
ber THOMPSON and Chairman MCCAUL
as a cosponsor of H.R. 4802. I would also
like to acknowledge Congresswoman
MAXINE WATERS, whose district LAX is
in, and Ms. BROWNLEY of California,
who were both at the subcommittee
hearing in California to provide over-
sight and give their input as to how we
can prevent these incidents from hap-
pening and give support, of course, to
Mr. HUDSON.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would urge
all of my colleagues to support this
very important bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the ranking
member, Mr. RICHMOND, for his kind
comments and for the great working
relationship we enjoy on this com-
mittee. It is a privilege to work with
him.

Mr. Speaker, with the threats to our
Nation’s transportation system con-
stantly evolving, we must work to en-
sure that airport security is prepared
to respond effectively and efficiently to
a variety of security threats. The
shooting at LAX was a tragedy that
will not soon be forgotten by those of
us who are committed to enhancing se-
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curity at our Nation’s airports and pro-
tecting the traveling public. This bill
will provide for more extensive collabo-
ration and coordination between air-
ports, law enforcement, first respond-
ers, and TSA, which will result in safer
airports across the country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
honor the memory of Transportation
Security Officer Hernandez and support
this important, bipartisan legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in strong support of H.R. 4802, a bill
| am pleased to cosponsor.

The shooting at LAX last November not only
took the life of Officer Hernandez but also
served as a stark reminder of the dangers that
the men and women on the front lines of se-
curing our aviation sector face.

Unarmed and exposed, Transportation Se-
curity Officers perform the often thankless task
of screening 1.8 million passengers per day.

They do so with limited workplace protec-
tions and the great responsibility of preventing
another terrorist attack on the scale of 9/11.

Given their vulnerability and the critical role
they play in protecting our homeland, it is es-
sential that airports and the law enforcement
agencies that protect them have the re-
sources, training, and plans in place to ensure
a swift and effective response to a security in-
cident.

In March, as the Ranking Member of the
Committee on Homeland Security, | had the
opportunity to participate in a site visit and
field hearing at Los Angeles International Air-
port that focused on the tragic November 1,
2013 shooting.

We learned that while the response of the
individual police officers was heroic, the over-
all response at LAX left much to be desired.

Panic buttons at the checkpoint were not in
working order.

The emergency phone Transportation Secu-
rity Officers have been trained to use did not
display the location of the incident to the com-
mand center.

Police, firefighters, and emergency medical
personnel responding could not communicate
via interoperable radios.

The bill before us today represents a bipar-
tisan effort to remedy many of these issues.

Additionally, during Committee consideration
of the bill last month, Representative PAYNE
offered an amendment to the bill requiring
TSA to conduct a nationwide assessment of
the interoperability capabilities of emergency
responders at airports.

| am pleased that the amendment was
adopted and is included in the bill before the
House today.

Such an assessment will help inform future
efforts to address communications gaps at air-
ports.

Before yielding back, | am compelled to
point out that it has been over eight months
since Officer Hernandez was shot and killed,
leaving his wife without a husband and his
children without a father.

Members on both sides of the aisle have
expressed their condolences to the Hernandez
family for their loss.

Indeed, we did so in person during our visit
to LAX in March.

What we have not done, however, is pro-
vided the Hernandez family with all the poten-
tial benefits due when an officer dies in the
line of duty.
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Under current law, the families of individuals
serving a public agency in an official capacity
as a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or
chaplain receive compensation if their loved
one is killed in the line of duty.

The same is true for families of employees
of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy and members of rescue squads or ambu-
lance crews.

Unfortunately, the law has not been updated
to include Transportation Security Officers
within the definition of what constitutes a pub-
lic safety officer.

As a result, the families of TSOs who are
killed in the line of duty are not eligible for
funds from the Public Safety Officer's Benefits
Program.

While | am pleased the Appropriations Com-
mittee has included language in its Homeland
Security bill addressing this issue for the Her-
nandez family, | would note that the legislation
has not come to the House floor.

There is another, more direct effort under-
way. H.R. 4026, a bill introduced by Rep-
resentative BROWNLEY of California, would ad-
dress this issue directly by designating Officer
Hernandez, and his fellow Transportation Se-
curity Officers as public safety officers.

That bill, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, has thirty-seven co-
SpoNsors.

Unfortunately, not a single Republican has
signed on to support the measure.

| implore my colleagues to support that leg-
islation so that the families of the men and
women on the front lines of protecting our
aviation sector are properly compensated
should tragedy strike.

With that Mr. Speaker, | urge support for
H.R. 4802.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 4802, the Gerardo Hernandez Airport
Security Act of 2014. As Chairman of the
Committee on Homeland Security, | am proud
to be a cosponsor of this important legislation,
which builds on some of the most important
lessons from the tragic shooting at LAX last
November, by helping airports nationwide
learn from what happened and make improve-
ments to their own security and emergency re-
sponse plans.

Having traveled to LAX in March for the site
visit and field hearing held by my good friend
from North Carolina, Mr. HUDSON, and having
had the opportunity to meet with the widow of
Officer Hernandez during that trip, | strongly
believe we owe it to the traveling public, emer-
gency first responders, law enforcement, and
our TSA screening personnel to ensure that
the airport environment is as secure as pos-
sible and is adequately prepared to respond to
security incidents within the airport perimeter.

| would like to commend the Chairman of
the Subcommittee on Transportation Security,
Mr. HUDSON, for his diligent efforts to address
this important issue, and his dedication to
strengthening the state of airport security na-
tionwide. | also wish to commend the bipar-
tisan efforts of both the Ranking Member of
the Full Committee, Mr. THOMPSON, and the
Ranking Member of the Subcommittee, Mr.
RICHMOND, whose support of this legislation is
greatly appreciated. | also commend the hard
work done by TSA Administrator Pistole to
learn from the shooting, honor the victims, and
engage with the TSA workforce and airport
community to ensure we are constantly im-
proving our ability to respond to these types of
tragic events.
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Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman for the time. | would also like to
thank Homeland Security Committee Chair-
man MICHAEL McCAUL, Ranking Member
BENNIE THOMPSON, Transportation Security
Subcommittee Chairman RICHARD HUDSON,
and Ranking Member CEDRIC RICHMOND for
introducing this bill and bringing it to the floor.

| rise to support the passage of H.R. 4802,
the Hernandez Airport Security Act.

This bipartisan bill was introduced in re-
sponse to last year's horrific November 1st
shooting incident at Los Angeles International
Airport (LAX) in my congressional district. The
bill was named in honor of Gerardo Her-
nandez, the Transportation Security Officer
(TSO) who was killed in the line of duty on
that tragic day. As we debate this bill, we offer
our deepest condolences to the family of
Gerardo Hernandez, and we honor all of the
TSO’s, police officers, and other first respond-
ers who risked their lives to stabilize the situa-
tion and protect the public during that terrible
incident.

Following the shooting, Congress conducted
several congressional hearings, including a
field hearing in my district on March 28, 2014.
These hearings revealed serious security
lapses at LAX, which interfered with incident
response efforts. For example, there were
emergency phones and panic buttons that did
not work properly, problems in coordination
between various police and fire departments,
and incompatible radio systems. These secu-
rity failures are unacceptable.

The Hernandez Airport Security Act requires
the Department of Homeland Security to con-
duct outreach to airports to verify that they
have working plans to respond to security inci-
dents, including active shooter incidents, acts
of terrorism, and incidents that target pas-
senger-screening checkpoints like the one
where Officer Hernandez was killed.

It is imperative that major airports like LAX
have a state-of-the-art emergency response
system. The safety and security of our nation’s
airports and all of the workers and travelers
who pass though them is of paramount impor-
tance.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill and
send it to the President’s desk.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. R. 4802, The Gerardo
Hernandez Airport Security Act of 2014, which
improves intergovernmental planning and
communication during security incidents at do-
mestic airport.

As a former chair and ranking member of
the Homeland Security Committee Transpor-
tation Security Subcommittee, | understand
how important this bill will be in enhancing
safety and protection in the air transit industry,
not just for our citizens but for our Transpor-
tation Security Officers working in the line of
duty.

This legislation, which requires the Trans-
portation Security Administration (TSA) to de-
vote more resources for planning and commu-
nication during and in case of threats or emer-
gencies, is prompted by the tragic death of
Gerardo I. Hernandez, a Transportation Secu-
rity Officer who was killed in the line of duty
at Los Angeles International Airport in Novem-
ber of 2013.

At just 39 years old, Gerardo Hernandez
was the first TSA officer to lose his life in the
line of duty in the 12 year history of the agen-

cy.
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He died from several gunshot wounds in-
flicted by an assailant while on duty at the Los
Angeles International Airport

Gerardo Hernandez was among those thou-
sands of TSA employs carrying out their mis-
sion to keep the airways safe for traveling citi-
zens, and their work across the nation cannot
be understated.

On average, TSA officers screen 1.7 million
air passengers at more than 450 airports
across the nation, which averaged over 637.5
million passengers in 2012.

H.R. 4802 will help ensure that all screening
personnel have received training in how to
handle potential shooting threats.

The bill also requires TSA to verify that all
airports have plans in place to respond to any
security threats, and provide technical assist-
ance as necessary to improve those plans.

The bill also directs the Department of
Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Cyberse-
curity and Communication to report to Con-
gress the capacity of law enforcement, fire,
and medical response teams’ communication
and response to security threats at airports.

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) es-
timates the implementation of H.R. 4802
would cost about $2.5 million in 2015. Of the
$2.5 million, an estimated $1.5 million would
serve to provide additional technical assist-
ance to airports, and the remaining $1 million
would be used to evaluate the interoperability
of communication systems used by emer-
gency response teams.

Mr. Speaker, it has been almost 13 years
since our country suffered the tragedy of the
9/11 terrorist attacks.

We will never forget how that day changed
our lives, and the lives of every American gen-
eration to follow.

Security measures in airports across the
country have been enhanced dramatically, and
the resulting inconvenience is a small price to
pay for the protective measures needed to
keep the travelling public safe.

It is people like Gerardo Hernandez who do
their best to make the necessary screening as
least intrusive and burdensome as possible,
consistent with the mission of ensuring the se-
curity of all members of the flying public.

TSA officers willingly risk their lives to make
sure the job gets done, and for that we owe
these men and women a debt of gratitude.

In honor of Gerardo Hernandez’s contribu-
tion to his country, | strongly support this bill
and urge all my colleagues to join me in voting
for its passage.

O 1630

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HUDSON) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4802, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONOR FLIGHT ACT

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4812) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to require the Adminis-
trator of the Transportation Security
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