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NIST REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 

2014 
Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5035) to reauthorize the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5035 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘NIST Reau-
thorization Act of 2014’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

(a) FISCAL YEAR 2014.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be 

appropriated to the Secretary of Commerce 
$850,000,000 for the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology for fiscal year 
2014. 

(2) SPECIFIC ALLOCATIONS.—Of the amount 
authorized by paragraph (1)— 

(A) $651,000,000 shall be for scientific and 
technical research and services laboratory 
activities; 

(B) $56,000,000 shall be for the construction 
and maintenance of facilities; and 

(C) $143,000,000 shall be for industrial tech-
nology services activities, of which 
$128,000,000 shall be for the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program under sec-
tions 25 and 26 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278k and 278l). 

(b) FISCAL YEAR 2015.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be 

appropriated to the Secretary of Commerce 
$855,800,000 for the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology for fiscal year 
2015. 

(2) SPECIFIC ALLOCATIONS.—Of the amount 
authorized by paragraph (1)— 

(A) $670,500,000 shall be for scientific and 
technical research and services laboratory 
activities; 

(B) $55,300,000 shall be for the construction 
and maintenance of facilities; and 

(C) $130,000,000 shall be for industrial tech-
nology services activities, of which 
$130,000,000 shall be for the Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program under sec-
tions 25 and 26 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278k and 278l). 
SEC. 3. STANDARDS AND CONFORMITY ASSESS-

MENT. 
Section 2 of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 272) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘authorized to take’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘authorized to serve as the President’s 
principal adviser on standards policy per-
taining to the Nation’s technological com-
petitiveness and innovation ability and to 
take’’; 

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘compare 
standards’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘Federal Government’’ and inserting ‘‘facili-
tate standards-related information sharing 
and cooperation between Federal agencies’’; 
and 

(C) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘Federal, 
State, and local’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘private sector’’ and inserting 
‘‘technical standards activities and con-
formity assessment activities of Federal, 
State, and local governments with private 
sector’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (21), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (22) as 
paragraph (24); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (21) the 
following: 

‘‘(22) participate in and support scientific 
and technical conferences; 

‘‘(23) perform pre-competitive measure-
ment science and technology research in 
partnership with institutions of higher edu-
cation and industry to promote United 
States industrial competitiveness; and’’. 
SEC. 4. VISITING COMMITTEE ON ADVANCED 

TECHNOLOGY. 
Section 10 of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘15 members’’ and inserting 

‘‘not fewer than 11 members’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘at least 10’’ and inserting 

‘‘at least two-thirds’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘The Committee may consult with the Na-
tional Research Council in making rec-
ommendations regarding general policy for 
the Institute.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘, in-
cluding the Program established under sec-
tion 28,’’. 
SEC. 5. POLICE AND SECURITY AUTHORITY. 

Section 15 of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278e) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘of the Government; and’’ 
and inserting ‘‘of the Government;’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘United States Code.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘United States Code; and (i) for the 
protection of Institute buildings and other 
plant facilities, equipment, and property, 
and of employees, associates, visitors, or 
other persons located therein or associated 
therewith, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law.’’. 
SEC. 6. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH. 

The National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 271 et seq.) is 
amended by striking sections 18, 19, and 19A 
and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 18. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director may sup-
port, promote, and coordinate activities and 
efforts to enhance public awareness and un-
derstanding of measurement sciences, stand-
ards, and technology by the general public, 
industry, and academia in support of the In-
stitute’s mission. 

‘‘(b) RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director may award 

research fellowships and other forms of fi-
nancial and logistical assistance, including 
direct stipend awards, to— 

‘‘(A) students at institutions of higher edu-
cation within the United States who show 
promise as present or future contributors to 
the mission of the Institute; and 

‘‘(B) United States citizens for research 
and technical activities of the Institute. 

‘‘(2) SELECTION.—The Director shall select 
persons to receive such fellowships and as-
sistance on the basis of ability and of the rel-
evance of the proposed work to the mission 
and programs of the Institute. 

‘‘(3) DEFINITION.—For the purposes of this 
subsection, financial and logistical assist-
ance includes, notwithstanding section 1345 
of title 31, United States Code, or any con-
trary provision of law, temporary housing 
and local transportation to and from the In-
stitute facilities. 

‘‘(c) POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP PRO-
GRAM.—The Director shall establish and con-
duct a post-doctoral fellowship program, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, 
that shall include not fewer than 20 fellows 
per fiscal year. In evaluating applications for 
fellowships under this subsection, the Direc-
tor shall give consideration to the goal of 

promoting the participation of underrep-
resented students in research areas sup-
ported by the Institute.’’. 
SEC. 7. PROGRAMMATIC PLANNING REPORT. 

Section 23(d) of the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278i(d)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: ‘‘The 3-year programmatic plan-
ning document shall also describe how the 
Director is addressing recommendations 
from the Visiting Committee on Advanced 
Technology established under section 10.’’. 
SEC. 8. ASSESSMENTS BY THE NATIONAL RE-

SEARCH COUNCIL. 
(a) NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES RE-

VIEW.—Not later than 6 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology shall enter into a contract with 
the National Academy of Sciences to con-
duct a single, comprehensive review of the 
Institute’s laboratory programs. The review 
shall— 

(1) assess the technical merits and sci-
entific caliber of the research conducted at 
the laboratories; 

(2) examine the strengths and weaknesses 
of the 2010 laboratory reorganization on the 
Institute’s ability to fulfill its mission; 

(3) evaluate how cross-cutting research and 
development activities are planned, coordi-
nated, and executed across the laboratories; 
and 

(4) assess how the laboratories are engag-
ing industry, including the incorporation of 
industry need, into the research goals and 
objectives of the Institute. 

(b) ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS.—Section 24 
of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 278j) is amended to 
read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 24. ASSESSMENTS BY THE NATIONAL RE-

SEARCH COUNCIL. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Institute shall con-

tract with the National Research Council to 
perform and report on assessments of the 
technical quality and impact of the work 
conducted at Institute laboratories. 

‘‘(b) SCHEDULE.—Two laboratories shall be 
assessed under subsection (a) each year, and 
each laboratory shall be assessed at least 
once every 3 years. 

‘‘(c) SUMMARY REPORT.—Beginning in the 
year after the first assessment is conducted 
under subsection (a), and once every two 
years thereafter, the Institute shall contract 
with the National Research Council to pre-
pare a report that summarizes the findings 
common across the individual assessment re-
ports. 

‘‘(d) ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS.—The Insti-
tute, at the discretion of the Director, also 
may contract with the National Research 
Council to conduct additional assessments of 
Institute programs and projects that involve 
collaboration across the Institute labora-
tories and centers and assessments of se-
lected scientific and technical topics. 

‘‘(e) CONSULTATION WITH VISITING COM-
MITTEE ON ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY.—The Na-
tional Research Council may consult with 
the Visiting Committee on Advanced Tech-
nology established under section 10 in per-
forming the assessments under this section. 

‘‘(f) REPORTS.—Not later than 30 days after 
the completion of each assessment, the Insti-
tute shall transmit the report on such as-
sessment to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate.’’. 
SEC. 9. HOLLINGS MANUFACTURING EXTENSION 

PARTNERSHIP. 
Section 25 of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278k) is amended to read as follows: 
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‘‘SEC. 25. HOLLINGS MANUFACTURING EXTEN-

SION PARTNERSHIP. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, through 

the Director and, if appropriate, through 
other officials, shall provide assistance for 
the creation and support of manufacturing 
extension centers, to be known as the ‘Hol-
lings Manufacturing Extension Centers’, for 
the transfer of manufacturing technology 
and best business practices (in this Act re-
ferred to as the ‘Centers’). The program 
under this section shall be known as the 
‘Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship’. 

‘‘(2) AFFILIATIONS.—Such Centers shall be 
affiliated with any United States-based pub-
lic or nonprofit institution or organization, 
or group thereof, that applies for and is 
awarded financial assistance under this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(3) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the Cen-
ters is to enhance competitiveness, produc-
tivity, and technological performance in 
United States manufacturing through— 

‘‘(A) the transfer of manufacturing tech-
nology and techniques developed at the In-
stitute to Centers and, through them, to 
manufacturing companies throughout the 
United States; 

‘‘(B) the participation of individuals from 
industry, institutions of higher education, 
State governments, other Federal agencies, 
and, when appropriate, the Institute in coop-
erative technology transfer activities; 

‘‘(C) efforts to make new manufacturing 
technology and processes usable by United 
States-based small and medium-sized compa-
nies; 

‘‘(D) the active dissemination of scientific, 
engineering, technical, and management in-
formation about manufacturing to industrial 
firms, including small and medium-sized 
manufacturing companies; 

‘‘(E) the utilization, when appropriate, of 
the expertise and capability that exists in 
Federal laboratories other than the Insti-
tute; 

‘‘(F) the provision to community colleges 
and area career and technical education 
schools of information about the job skills 
needed in small and medium-sized manufac-
turing businesses in the regions they serve; 
and 

‘‘(G) promoting and expanding certifi-
cation systems offered through industry, as-
sociations, and local colleges, when appro-
priate. 

‘‘(b) ACTIVITIES.—The activities of the Cen-
ters shall include— 

‘‘(1) the establishment of automated manu-
facturing systems and other advanced pro-
duction technologies, based on Institute-sup-
ported research, for the purpose of dem-
onstrations and technology transfer; 

‘‘(2) the active transfer and dissemination 
of research findings and Center expertise to 
a wide range of companies and enterprises, 
particularly small and medium-sized manu-
facturers; and 

‘‘(3) the facilitation of collaborations and 
partnerships between small and medium- 
sized manufacturing companies and commu-
nity colleges and area career and technical 
education schools to help such colleges and 
schools better understand the specific needs 
of manufacturers and to help manufacturers 
better understand the skill sets that stu-
dents learn in the programs offered by such 
colleges and schools. 

‘‘(c) OPERATIONS.— 
‘‘(1) FINANCIAL SUPPORT.—The Secretary 

may provide financial support to any Center 
created under subsection (a). The Secretary 
may not provide to a Center more than 50 
percent of the capital and annual operating 
and maintenance funds required to create 
and maintain such Center. 

‘‘(2) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
implement, review, and update the sections 
of the Code of Federal Regulations related to 
this section at least once every 3 years. 

‘‘(3) APPLICATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Any nonprofit institu-

tion, or consortium thereof, or State or local 
government, may submit to the Secretary an 
application for financial support under this 
section, in accordance with the procedures 
established by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) COST SHARING.—In order to receive as-
sistance under this section, an applicant for 
financial assistance under subparagraph (A) 
shall provide adequate assurances that non- 
Federal assets obtained from the applicant 
and the applicant’s partnering organizations 
will be used as a funding source to meet not 
less than 50 percent of the costs incurred. 
For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
costs incurred means the costs incurred in 
connection with the activities undertaken to 
improve the competitiveness, management, 
productivity, and technological performance 
of small and medium-sized manufacturing 
companies. 

‘‘(C) AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER ENTITIES.—In 
meeting the 50 percent requirement, it is an-
ticipated that a Center will enter into agree-
ments with other entities such as private in-
dustry, institutions of higher education, and 
State governments to accomplish pro-
grammatic objectives and access new and ex-
isting resources that will further the impact 
of the Federal investment made on behalf of 
small and medium-sized manufacturing com-
panies. 

‘‘(D) LEGAL RIGHTS.—Each applicant under 
subparagraph (A) shall also submit a pro-
posal for the allocation of the legal rights as-
sociated with any invention which may re-
sult from the proposed Center’s activities. 

‘‘(4) MERIT REVIEW.—The Secretary shall 
subject each such application to merit re-
view. In making a decision whether to ap-
prove such application and provide financial 
support under this section, the Secretary 
shall consider, at a minimum, the following: 

‘‘(A) The merits of the application, par-
ticularly those portions of the application 
regarding technology transfer, training and 
education, and adaptation of manufacturing 
technologies to the needs of particular indus-
trial sectors. 

‘‘(B) The quality of service to be provided. 
‘‘(C) Geographical diversity and extent of 

service area. 
‘‘(D) The percentage of funding and 

amount of in-kind commitment from other 
sources. 

‘‘(5) EVALUATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each Center that re-

ceives financial assistance under this section 
shall be evaluated during its third year of 
operation by an evaluation panel appointed 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(B) COMPOSITION.—Each such evaluation 
panel shall be composed of private experts, 
none of whom shall be connected with the in-
volved Center, and Federal officials. 

‘‘(C) CHAIR.—An official of the Institute 
shall chair the panel. 

‘‘(D) PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT.—Each 
evaluation panel shall measure the involved 
Center’s performance against the objectives 
specified in this section. 

‘‘(E) POSITIVE EVALUATION.—If the evalua-
tion is positive, the Secretary may provide 
continued funding through the sixth year. 

‘‘(F) PROBATION.—The Secretary shall not 
provide funding unless the Center has re-
ceived a positive evaluation. A Center that 
has not received a positive evaluation by the 
evaluation panel shall be notified by the 
panel of the deficiencies in its performance 
and shall be placed on probation for one 
year, after which time the panel shall re-
evaluate the Center. If the Center has not 

addressed the deficiencies identified by the 
panel, or shown a significant improvement in 
its performance, the Director shall conduct a 
new competition to select an operator for 
the Center or may close the Center. 

‘‘(G) ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT.— 
After the sixth year, a Center may receive 
additional financial support under this sec-
tion if it has received a positive evaluation 
through an independent review, under proce-
dures established by the Institute. 

‘‘(H) EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW.—A Center shall 
undergo an independent review in the 8th 
year of operation. Each evaluation panel 
shall measure the Center’s performance 
against the objectives specified in this sec-
tion. A Center that has not received a posi-
tive evaluation as a result of an independent 
review shall be notified by the Program of 
the deficiencies in its performance and shall 
be placed on probation for one year, after 
which time the Program shall reevaluate the 
Center. If the Center has not addressed the 
deficiencies identified by the review, or 
shown a significant improvement in its per-
formance, the Director shall conduct a new 
competition to select an operator for the 
Center or may close the Center. 

‘‘(I) RECOMPETITION.—If a recipient of a 
Center award has received financial assist-
ance for 10 consecutive years, the Director 
shall conduct a new competition to select an 
operator for the Center consistent with the 
plan required in this Act. Incumbent Center 
operators in good standing shall be eligible 
to compete for the new award. 

‘‘(J) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(i) PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of the NIST Reauthor-
ization Act of 2014, the Director shall trans-
mit to the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a plan as 
to how the Institute will conduct reviews, 
assessments, and reapplication competitions 
under this paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT.—The Di-
rector shall contract with an independent or-
ganization to perform an assessment of the 
implementation of the reapplication com-
petition process under this paragraph within 
3 years after the transmittal of the report 
under clause (i). The organization con-
ducting the assessment under this clause 
may consult with the MEP Advisory Board. 

‘‘(iii) COMPARISON OF CENTERS.—Not later 
than 2 years after the date of enactment of 
the NIST Reauthorization Act of 2014, the 
Director shall transmit to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate a report providing information on 
the first and second years of operations for 
centers operating from new competitions or 
recompetition as compared to longstanding 
centers. The report shall provide detail on 
the engagement in services provided by Cen-
ters and the characteristics of services pro-
vided, including volume and type of services, 
so that the Committees can evaluate wheth-
er the cost-sharing ratio has an effect on the 
services provided at Centers. 

‘‘(6) PATENT RIGHTS.—The provisions of 
chapter 18 of title 35, United States Code, 
shall apply, to the extent not inconsistent 
with this section, to the promotion of tech-
nology from research by Centers under this 
section except for contracts for such specific 
technology extension or transfer services as 
may be specified by statute or by the Direc-
tor. 

‘‘(7) PROTECTION OF CENTER CLIENT CON-
FIDENTIAL INFORMATION.—Section 552 of title 
5, United States Code, shall apply to the fol-
lowing information obtained by the Federal 
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Government on a confidential basis in con-
nection with the activities of any partici-
pant involved in the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership: 

‘‘(A) Information on the business operation 
of any participant in a Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership program or of 
a client of a Center. 

‘‘(B) Trade secrets possessed by any client 
of a Center. 

‘‘(8) ADVISORY BOARDS.—Each Center’s ad-
visory boards shall institute a conflict of in-
terest policy, approved by the Director, that 
ensures the Board represents local small and 
medium-sized manufacturers in the Center’s 
region. Board Members may not serve as a 
vendor or provide services to the Center, nor 
may they serve on more than one Center’s 
oversight board simultaneously. 

‘‘(d) ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to such sums 

as may be appropriated to the Secretary and 
Director to operate the Hollings Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership, the Secretary 
and Director also may accept funds from 
other Federal departments and agencies and, 
under section 2(c)(7), from the private sector 
for the purpose of strengthening United 
States manufacturing. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) FUNDS ACCEPTED FROM OTHER FEDERAL 

DEPARTMENTS OR AGENCIES.—The Director 
shall determine whether funds accepted from 
other Federal departments or agencies shall 
be counted in the calculation of the Federal 
share of capital and annual operating and 
maintenance costs under subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) FUNDS ACCEPTED FROM THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR.—Funds accepted from the private 
sector under section 2(c)(7), if allocated to a 
Center, may not be considered in the calcula-
tion of the Federal share under subsection 
(c) of this section. 

‘‘(e) MEP ADVISORY BOARD.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

within the Institute a Manufacturing Exten-
sion Partnership Advisory Board (in this 
subsection referred to as the ‘MEP Advisory 
Board’). 

‘‘(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The MEP Advisory 

Board shall consist of not fewer than 10 
members broadly representative of stake-
holders, to be appointed by the Director. At 
least 2 members shall be employed by or on 
an advisory board for the Centers, at least 1 
member shall represent a community col-
lege, and at least 5 other members shall be 
from United States small businesses in the 
manufacturing sector. No member shall be 
an employee of the Federal Government. 

‘‘(B) TERM.—Except as provided in subpara-
graph (C) or (D), the term of office of each 
member of the MEP Advisory Board shall be 
3 years. 

‘‘(C) VACANCIES.—Any member appointed 
to fill a vacancy occurring prior to the expi-
ration of the term for which his predecessor 
was appointed shall be appointed for the re-
mainder of such term. 

‘‘(D) SERVING CONSECUTIVE TERMS.—Any 
person who has completed two consecutive 
full terms of service on the MEP Advisory 
Board shall thereafter be ineligible for ap-
pointment during the one-year period fol-
lowing the expiration of the second such 
term. 

‘‘(3) MEETINGS.—The MEP Advisory Board 
shall meet not less than 2 times annually 
and shall provide to the Director— 

‘‘(A) advice on Hollings Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership programs, plans, and 
policies; 

‘‘(B) assessments of the soundness of Hol-
lings Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
plans and strategies; and 

‘‘(C) assessments of current performance 
against Hollings Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership program plans. 

‘‘(4) FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In discharging its duties 
under this subsection, the MEP Advisory 
Board shall function solely in an advisory 
capacity, in accordance with the Federal Ad-
visory Committee Act. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Section 14 of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act shall not apply to 
the MEP Advisory Board. 

‘‘(5) REPORT.—The MEP Advisory Board 
shall transmit an annual report to the Sec-
retary for transmittal to Congress within 30 
days after the submission to Congress of the 
President’s annual budget request in each 
year. Such report shall address the status of 
the program established pursuant to this 
section and comment on the relevant sec-
tions of the programmatic planning docu-
ment and updates thereto transmitted to 
Congress by the Director under subsections 
(c) and (d) of section 23. 

‘‘(f) COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director shall 

establish, within the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership, under this section 
and section 26, a program of competitive 
awards among participants described in 
paragraph (2) for the purposes described in 
paragraph (3). 

‘‘(2) PARTICIPANTS.—Participants receiving 
awards under this subsection shall be the 
Centers, or a consortium of such Centers. 

‘‘(3) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program 
under this subsection is to add capabilities 
to the Hollings Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership, including the development of 
projects to solve new or emerging manufac-
turing problems as determined by the Direc-
tor, in consultation with the Director of the 
Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship program, the MEP Advisory Board, and 
small and medium-sized manufacturers. One 
or more themes for the competition may be 
identified, which may vary from year to 
year, depending on the needs of manufactur-
ers and the success of previous competitions. 
Centers may be reimbursed for costs in-
curred under the program. 

‘‘(4) APPLICATIONS.—Applications for 
awards under this subsection shall be sub-
mitted in such manner, at such time, and 
containing such information as the Director 
shall require, in consultation with the MEP 
Advisory Board. 

‘‘(5) SELECTION.—Awards under this sub-
section shall be peer reviewed and competi-
tively awarded. The Director shall endeavor 
to have broad geographic diversity among se-
lected proposals. The Director shall select 
proposals to receive awards that will— 

‘‘(A) improve the competitiveness of indus-
tries in the region in which the Center or 
Centers are located; 

‘‘(B) create jobs or train newly hired em-
ployees; and 

‘‘(C) promote the transfer and commer-
cialization of research and technology from 
institutions of higher education, national 
laboratories, and nonprofit research insti-
tutes. 

‘‘(6) PROGRAM CONTRIBUTION.—Recipients of 
awards under this subsection shall not be re-
quired to provide a matching contribution. 

‘‘(7) GLOBAL MARKETPLACE PROJECTS.—In 
making awards under this subsection, the 
Director, in consultation with the MEP Ad-
visory Board and the Secretary, may take 
into consideration whether an application 
has significant potential for enhancing the 
competitiveness of small and medium-sized 
United States manufacturers in the global 
marketplace. 

‘‘(8) DURATION.—Awards under this sub-
section shall last no longer than 3 years. 

‘‘(g) EVALUATION OF OBSTACLES UNIQUE TO 
SMALL MANUFACTURERS.—The Director 
shall— 

‘‘(1) evaluate obstacles that are unique to 
small manufacturers that prevent such man-
ufacturers from effectively competing in the 
global market; 

‘‘(2) implement a comprehensive plan to 
train the Centers to address such obstacles; 
and 

‘‘(3) facilitate improved communication be-
tween the Centers to assist such manufactur-
ers in implementing appropriate, targeted 
solutions to such obstacles. 

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘area career and technical 

education school’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 3 of the Carl D. Perkins 
Career and Technical Education Improve-
ment Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302); and 

‘‘(2) the term ‘community college’ means 
an institution of higher education (as defined 
under section 101(a) of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) at which the 
highest degree that is predominately award-
ed to students is an associate’s degree.’’. 
SEC. 10. ELIMINATION OF OBSOLETE REPORTS. 

(a) ENTERPRISE INTEGRATION STANDARDIZA-
TION AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES RE-
PORT.—Section 3 of the Enterprise Integra-
tion Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 278g–5) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking subsection (c); and 
(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 

as subsections (c) and (d), respectively. 
(b) TIP REPORTS.—Section 28 of the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology 
Act (15 U.S.C. 278n) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (g); and 
(2) in subsection (k), by striking paragraph 

(5). 
SEC. 11. MODIFICATIONS TO GRANTS AND COOP-

ERATIVE AGREEMENTS. 
Section 8(a) of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-

nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 
3706(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘The total 
amount of any such grant or cooperative 
agreement may not exceed 75 percent of the 
total cost of the program.’’. 
SEC. 12. INFORMATION SYSTEMS STANDARDS 

CONSULTATION. 
Section 20(c)(1) of the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology Act (15 U.S.C. 
278g–3(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘the Na-
tional Security Agency,’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. BUCSHON) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. SWALWELL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 5035, the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
As the chairman of the Sub-

committee on Research and Tech-
nology, I would like to thank the full 
committee chairman, Mr. SMITH, the 
full committee ranking member, Ms. 
JOHNSON, and the subcommittee rank-
ing member, Mr. LIPINSKI, for their bi-
partisan work on this bill. 
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This bill reauthorizes the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology, 
also known as NIST. Whether contrib-
uting to the technology of the smoke 
detector or developing X-ray standards 
for mammograms, NIST has had a sub-
stantial impact on our Nation’s sci-
entific and technological develop-
ments, industry, and economy for over 
100 years. 

H.R. 5035 authorizes $850 million for 
NIST in fiscal year 2014 and $855.8 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2015. This bill imple-
ments changes and updates to ensure 
responsible use of taxpayer funds dur-
ing tight fiscal times, while still main-
taining a competitive edge in the 
United States. 

H.R. 5035 adds language to emphasize 
NIST’s role in advancing our Nation’s 
technological competitiveness and in-
novation ability, and enables more in-
formation sharing related to techno-
logical standards. Additionally, this 
legislation codifies NIST’s outreach 
and education efforts. 

Another critical program in this leg-
islation is the Hollings Manufacturing 
Partnership, or MEP. This program 
provides assistance to small, U.S.- 
based manufacturing companies to 
help identify and adopt new tech-
nologies and manufacturing tech-
niques. 

This bill answers a need expressed by 
the manufacturing community and 
changes the existing cost share struc-
ture within the MEP program so that a 
1–1 ratio of Federal and matching funds 
is held throughout the life of the cen-
ter. 

The bill also includes language to en-
sure centers are reevaluated and face a 
new competition every 10 years. 

In my State of Indiana, Purdue Uni-
versity serves as the MEP of our re-
gion. Clabber Girl, a small business I 
visited in the Eighth District of Indi-
ana, is a prime example of the impor-
tant impact MEPs have on our econ-
omy. This manufacturer of baking pow-
der, baking soda, and cornstarch has 
utilized Purdue University’s Technical 
Assistance Program, which has as-
sisted over 12,000 organizations and 
trained over 26,000 employees since 
1986. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, as NIST is an agency crit-
ical to the advancement of the United 
States technology and scientific indus-
tries. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5035, legislation that would reauthorize 
the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology, also known as NIST. 

NIST, founded in 1901, is a nonregula-
tory Federal agency within the Depart-
ment of Commerce. Its mission is to 
promote U.S. innovation and competi-
tiveness by advancing measurement 
science. 

H.R. 5035 makes important changes 
and updates to NIST programs, includ-

ing the Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, or MEP, program. MEP cen-
ters work with small- and medium- 
sized U.S. manufacturers and help 
them create and retain jobs, increase 
profits, and save money. 

In my district, the 15th Congres-
sional District of California, the Cali-
fornia MEP center helped Plastikon, a 
plastic and contract manufacturing 
company that provides service to med-
ical, automotive, and electronics in-
dustries, revisit its business model 
after one of its largest customers shut 
down. The MEP center supported mar-
ket research, strategic planning and 
training, and lean manufacturing for 
Plastikon. The project increased the 
company sales by 20 percent. 

The MEP program has proven to be a 
very successful public-private partner-
ship for districts across the country. 
For every dollar of investment, the 
MEP program generates almost $19 in 
new sales and $21 in new client invest-
ment. This totals more than $2 billion 
in new sales every year. 

H.R. 5035 helps ensure that the MEP 
program will continue partnering with 
the full range of small- and medium- 
sized manufacturing companies, help-
ing them to innovate and create jobs 
here in America. 

I was pleased that when this bill was 
considered as a section of the FIRST 
Act in the House Science, Space, and 
Technology Committee, we worked in a 
bipartisan manner to make improve-
ments to it. That section, as improved, 
is what we are considering today as a 
stand-alone bill. I appreciate the ma-
jority working with us in this new way. 

Although I support the important 
policy provisions contained in this bill, 
I am also a little disappointed by the 
low authorization level. NIST is the 
one of our Nation’s most important, 
yet least known, agencies. Because of 
its unrivaled expertise in measurement 
science, its unique research facilities, 
and its strong industry partnerships, 
NIST has been asked by Congress and 
by one administration after another to 
take on leadership roles in a number of 
crosscutting Federal efforts, from cy-
bersecurity to advanced manufac-
turing. 

To adequately support their mission 
and work in these critical areas, the 
authorization level for NIST should be 
closer to the President’s fiscal year 
2015 budget request and the Senate 
Commerce, Justice, Science Appropria-
tions fiscal year 2015 bill. My hope is 
that when this bill goes to conference 
with the Senate we can work on a high-
er authorization level for NIST. 

That said, H.R. 5035 is an important 
bill that contains sound policy provi-
sions that were developed, again, on a 
bipartisan basis and that will help en-
sure NIST’s ability to promote U.S. in-
novation and competitiveness. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in support of H.R. 5035, a bill to reau-
thorize the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology. 

I thank Chairman SMITH and Ranking Mem-
ber EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of the Science, 
Space, and Technology House Committee for 
their work in advancing innovation and tech-
nology that will keep America strong and com-
petitive into the future. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and former 
member of the House Committee on Science, 
where I served for many years, I am well ac-
quainted with the important work done by the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (NIST). 

NIST is the nation’s premier entity for devel-
opment of standards that govern the level of 
reliability, security, and operation of most 
products sold in the United States and around 
the world. 

Standards development is critical to our na-
tion’s leadership in many manufacturing areas. 
Businesses large and small look to NIST for 
leadership in coordinating the development of 
voluntary standards in a wide range of areas 
that include office equipment, manufacturing 
materials, and encryption. 

Founded in 1901, NIST is a non-regulatory 
federal agency within the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. NIST’s mission is to promote U.S. 
innovation and industrial competitiveness by 
advancing measurement science, standards, 
and technology in ways that enhance eco-
nomic security and improve our quality of life. 

NIST carries out its mission through the fol-
lowing programs through research conducted 
at: 

NIST Laboratories that advance the nation’s 
technology infrastructure and helps U.S. com-
panies continually improve products and serv-
ices; 

The Hollings Manufacturing Extension Part-
nership, a nationwide network of local centers 
offering technical and business assistance to 
smaller manufacturers to help them create and 
retain jobs; and 

The Baldrige Performance Excellence Pro-
gram, which promote performance excellence 
among U.S. manufacturers, service compa-
nies, educational institutions, health care pro-
viders, and nonprofit organizations. 

Houston benefits from NIST’s work in a 
wide range of areas. 

Houston is known as the ‘‘Energy Capital of 
the World’’ with almost half of its economic ac-
tivity driven by the energy industry. Houston is 
home to 40 of the nation’s 145 publicly traded 
oil and gas exploration and production firms, 
including 11 of the top 25 as ranked by 2011 
total assets. 

NIST’s fossil fuel Standard Reference Mate-
rials (SRMs) continue to be in high demand by 
the petroleum industry and the fossil fuel- 
based electric utility industries. 

The fossil fuel SRM program is now 40 
years old, and the current inventory of fossil 
fuel reference materials includes coals, cokes, 
residual fuel oils, distillates and gasolines. 

To support regulatory and industry require-
ments for reference materials and standards, 
NIST produces and maintains a large inven-
tory of fossil fuel SRMs that are certified for 
crude oils, gasolines, fuel oils, and diesel 
fuels. The program is continually adapting to 
meet the rapidly changing needs of the energy 
sector. 
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Houston’s diverse workforce boasts a vari-

ety of skills and occupations. From medical 
professionals and engineers to production 
managers and accountants, Houston’s labor 
force fills 2.7 million jobs and counting. 

Houston has a world class medical center 
that serves the health care needs of residents 
and brings to our city people from around the 
world for health care. 

NIST is responsible for leading the develop-
ment of the core health IT testing infrastruc-
ture that will provide a scalable, multi-partner, 
automated, remote capability for current and 
future medical technology testing needs. 

The objective of the NIST Health IT Testing 
Infrastructure Project is to harmonize the ef-
forts of healthcare standards test development 
and delivery to meet the demands for con-
formance and interoperability within the 
healthcare domain. 

NIST works in collaboration with health care 
providers, IT stakeholders such as vendors, 
implementers, standards organizations and 
certification bodies to establish a testing infra-
structure that will: 

Provide a variety of testing services; 
Support a broad range of test environments; 
Support numerous health data standards; 
Provide a component-based user interface; 
Support changing user requirements; 
Leverage existing testing initiatives; 
Provide a method for feedback so that 

health standards can be improved; and 
Roll out tools and resources incrementally. 
Houston also hosts universities, research in-

stitutions and agencies that rely upon NIST’s 
core areas of work including: 

Bioscience Health; 
Building and Fire Research; 
Chemistry; 
Electronics & Communications; 
Energy; 
Environment and Climate; 
Information Technology; 
Manufacturing; 
Mathematics; 
Nanotechnology; 
Neuro Research; and 
Physics. 
NIST’s work touches the lives of every per-

son in the United States from the smart elec-
tric power grid and electronic health records to 
atomic clocks, advanced nanomaterials, and 
computer chips, innumerable products and 
services rely in some way on the work of this 
small agency. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in support 
this reauthorization of NIST and that we work 
together to end the impact on Sequestration 
on NIST programs. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to join my colleague, Chairman of the 
Research and Technology Subcommittee, 
LARRY BUCSHON, in support of the reauthoriza-
tion of the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST). 

Measurement science conducted at NIST 
contributes to industrial competitiveness by 
supporting the technical infrastructure for ad-
vancements in nanotechnology, global posi-
tioning systems, materials sciences, cyberse-
curity, health information technology, and a 
variety of other fields. 

Research conducted at NIST laboratories 
has been lauded by independent review pan-
els as being among the best in the world. 
NIST researchers have been awarded four 
Nobel prizes in Physics in the last 15 years. 

H.R. 5035 codifies education and outreach 
efforts at NIST and requires a comprehensive 
review of the NIST laboratory programs by the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

This bill authorizes just over $855 million 
dollars for NIST in Fiscal Year 2015, this fund-
ing level is consistent with the House passed 
Appropriations bill. 

NIST works alongside industry and is recog-
nized as a provider of high-quality information 
utilized by the private sector. H.R. 5035 reau-
thorizes the work of this important agency at 
responsible funding levels. 

I encourage my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
BUCSHON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5035. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY LAB-
ORATORY MODERNIZATION AND 
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER ACT OF 
2014 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5120) to improve management 
of the National Laboratories, enhance 
technology commercialization, facili-
tate public-private partnerships, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5120 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Department of Energy Laboratory Mod-
ernization and Technology Transfer Act of 
2014’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Savings clause. 
TITLE I—INNOVATION MANAGEMENT AT 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
Sec. 101. Under Secretary for Science and 

Energy. 
Sec. 102. Technology transfer assessment. 
Sec. 103. Sense of Congress. 
TITLE II—CROSS-SECTOR PARTNER-

SHIPS AND GRANT COMPETITIVENESS 
Sec. 201. Agreements for Commercializing 

Technology pilot program. 
Sec. 202. Public-private partnerships for 

commercialization. 
Sec. 203. Inclusion of early-stage technology 

demonstration in authorized 
technology transfer activities. 

Sec. 204. Funding competitiveness for insti-
tutions of higher education and 
other nonprofit institutions. 

Sec. 205. Participation in the Innovation 
Corps program. 

TITLE III—ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 
Sec. 301. Report by Government Account-

ability Office. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 
means the Department of Energy. 

(2) NATIONAL LABORATORIES.—The term 
‘‘National Laboratory’’ means a Department 
of Energy nonmilitary national laboratory, 
including— 

(A) Ames Laboratory; 
(B) Argonne National Laboratory; 
(C) Brookhaven National Laboratory; 
(D) Fermi National Accelerator Labora-

tory; 
(E) Idaho National Laboratory; 
(F) Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-

tory; 
(G) National Energy Technology Labora-

tory; 
(H) National Renewable Energy Labora-

tory; 
(I) Oak Ridge National Laboratory; 
(J) Pacific Northwest National Laboratory; 
(K) Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory; 
(L) Savannah River National Laboratory; 
(M) Stanford Linear Accelerator Center; 
(N) Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator 

Facility; and 
(O) any laboratory operated by the Na-

tional Nuclear Security Administration, but 
only with respect to the civilian energy ac-
tivities thereof. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Energy. 
SEC. 3. SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

Nothing in this Act or an amendment 
made by this Act abrogates or otherwise af-
fects the primary responsibilities of any Na-
tional Laboratory to the Department. 

TITLE I—INNOVATION MANAGEMENT AT 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

SEC. 101. UNDER SECRETARY FOR SCIENCE AND 
ENERGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(b) of the De-
partment of Energy Organization Act (42 
U.S.C. 7132(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Under Secretary for 
Science’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘Under Secretary for Science and Energy’’; 
and 

(2) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (G) the 
following: 

‘‘(H) establish appropriate linkages be-
tween offices under the jurisdiction of the 
Under Secretary; and 

‘‘(I) perform such functions and duties as 
the Secretary shall prescribe, consistent 
with this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) Section 3164(b)(1) of the Department of 

Energy Science Education Enhancement Act 
(42 U.S.C. 7381a(b)(1)) is amended by striking 
‘‘Under Secretary for Science’’ and inserting 
‘‘Under Secretary for Science and Energy’’. 

(2) Section 641(h)(2) of the United States 
Energy Storage Competitiveness Act of 2007 
(42 U.S.C. 17231(h)(2)) is amended by striking 
‘‘Under Secretary for Science’’ and inserting 
‘‘Under Secretary for Science and Energy’’. 
SEC. 102. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER ASSESSMENT. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall 
transmit to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report 
which shall include— 

(1) an assessment of the Department’s cur-
rent ability to carry out the goals of section 
1001 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 16391), including an assessment of the 
role and effectiveness of the Technology 
Transfer Coordinator position; and 

(2) recommended departmental policy 
changes and legislative changes to section 
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