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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Washington (Mrs. MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

BORDER TRIP

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the immigration crisis taking
place on the southern border of my
home State of Texas demands our undi-
vided attention as well as immediate
action.

That is why, unlike the President, I
will head to the Rio Grande Valley on
Friday. This area covers over 320 river
miles and 19 counties, equating to over
17,000 square miles. Knowing this, there
is no way to fully grasp the scope and
depth of the crisis through a simple
briefing in Washington.

The President and HARRY REID just
don’t get it. Last night, HARRY REID
declared, ‘‘The border is secure.” That
blew my mind. If he and the President
spent any time at the border, they
would see just how out of touch they
are.

Mr. President, Americans, particu-
larly Texans, have been waiting 5%
years for a secure border. It is time to
secure our border. It is time to enforce
our immigration laws.

———

ACCESS TO BIRTH CONTROL FOR
WOMEN

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I had
hoped we would have settled this de-
bate decades ago. Yet here we are in
2014, and we are still arguing over ac-
cess to birth control for women.

According to the five-man Supreme
Court majority in the Hobby Lobby
case, it wasn’t enough for politicians to
have a say in women’s access to health
care. Apparently, their employers
should have a say, too. This decision is
yet another example of the constitu-
tional rights of individual Americans
being trumped by the apparent rights
of corporations. So a woman is entitled
to her own religious beliefs as long as
they don’t get in the way of the reli-
gious beliefs of the corporation she
works for.
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The Court’s ruling in Hobby Lobby
allows for for-profit companies to
interfere with the personal health deci-
sions of their employees, opening the
door for employers to discriminate
against women who are simply seeking
practical medical care.

Justice Ginsburg said it best in her
scathing dissent: ‘“The Court has ven-
tured into a minefield.”” Now it is up to
Congress to find a way out.

————
ISRAEL

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, it is with full and unwavering
support that I stand beside our greatest
friend and ally in the Middle East, the
State of Israel.

We condemn the violent terrorist at-
tacks that have been executed in the
name of jihad, and the resolution we
passed in the House reaffirms Israel’s
right to defend herself.

When 5 million innocent Israelis
wake up every morning to the threat of
deadly rocket attacks, they have the
right to protect themselves.

When Hamas, a terrorist organiza-
tion that has fired more than 600 rock-
ets from Gaza in the last month alone,
calls for the destruction of the State of
Israel, the people have the right to re-

spond.

This Congress will stand beside them
as they do.

Our resolution reaffirms Israel’s

right to defend herself, and it calls on
Hamas to immediately cease its deadly
rocket attacks.

We must come together as a Congress
and as a country to condemn the ter-
rorist attacks against the people of
Israel. Furthermore, we urge this ad-
ministration, as it moves forward in its
nuclear negotiations with Iran, to take
a somber look at Iran’s support of
Hamas.

———
#BRING BACK OUR GIRLS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
3 months ago, over 200 Nigerian school-
girls were abducted and a hashtag went
viral—#bringbackourgirls.

While talking about the girls may no
longer be trendy, it is more important
now than ever to bring them home.
Every moment they are gone is a mo-
ment they are in danger.

Mr. Speaker, 3 months without our
girls means that the time is now to
keep pressure on the Nigerian Govern-
ment. We must tweet with a fervent
passion that extends beyond the glam-
our of a breaking news story. We can-
not slow down. We cannot lose momen-
tum. We cannot rest until our girls are
home.

Every morning between 9 and 12,
tweet “‘Bring Back Our Girls” with a
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hashtag—#bringbackourgirls,
#bringbackourgirls, and
#joinrepwilson, #joinrepwilson. Tweet,
tweet, tweet. Keep tweeting until we
bring back our girls.

——

AMERICA WILL STAND WITH
ISRAEL

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the con-
tinued attacks by Hamas on our Middle
East ally Israel causes innocent
Israelis to live under the daily threat
of rocket attacks from Hamas at any
given moment.

Our closest ally in the region must
defend itself against vicious attacks
aimed at its civilians. Each rocket at-
tack that Hamas launches to kill civil-
ians in Israel is an act of war. The
United States must not underestimate
how serious these attacks are and how
crucial it is that we continue to sup-
port Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I am shocked that the
Obama administration intends to con-
tinue funding the Palestinian Author-
ity. Their decision to form a new gov-
ernment with Hamas is appalling, and
we must respond appropriately.

How can we possibly continue fund-
ing a foreign government that has em-
braced a terrorist group currently at-
tacking one of our closest allies and
that has refused to acknowledge its
right to even exist?

Our message to the world must be
clear: America will always stand with
Israel, and America will always punish
acts of terror.

————
#BRING BACK OUR GIRLS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to mark over 3 months since
Boko Haram kidnapped over 270 girls
from a school in northeastern Nigeria.

Abducting innocent young girls and
forcing children into marriage or slav-
ery is unconscionable, and no child in
any part of the world should live in
such fear. These kidnappings are not
just a concern for Nigerian students
but an issue that impacts all nations
that respect basic human rights, in-
cluding a person’s right to pursue an
education.

I stood with my colleagues in Con-
gress in support of a resolution, spon-
sored by my friend and colleague Con-
gresswoman FREDERICA WILSON, con-
demning Boko Haram and their hei-
nous acts. Boko Haram relies on the
tactics of fear and intimidation to
make their victims feel helpless, and
will try to convince these girls that the
world has forgotten them and that no
one cares about them.

The United States and the inter-
national community must continue to
send a loud message that we have not
forgotten about these girls and that we
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will continue to work with Nigeria and
all of our allies in the region to bring
back our girls.

————

OBAMA’S FAILED FOREIGN POLICY

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today deeply disturbed by the failed
foreign policy of President Obama’s—a

policy of collapses, defeats, failures,
and fiascoes. With every day of
Obama’s Presidency, the safety of

Americans abroad deteriorates.

Desperate for anything that may
seem like a foreign policy success,
President Obama and Secretary Kerry
are steaming full speed ahead toward
another foreign policy calamity with
Iran. Sunday is the deadline for nu-
clear negotiations with Iran. Let me
remind you who we are dealing with.
The rockets falling into Israel today
were largely supplied by Iran.
Hezbollah, Iran’s proxy in Lebanon, is
supporting Assad, Syria’s genocidal
dictator, and thousands of Iranian-sup-
plied bombs have killed and maimed
Americans in Iraq.

Mr. President, as you, yourself, have
said, a bad deal is worse than no deal
at all. A deal that allows Iran to con-
tinue enriching uranium and pursuing
a military nuclear program while sup-
porting terrorism around the world is a
bad deal, and we in Congress will op-
pose it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LucAs). The Chair would remind Mem-
bers to direct their remarks to the
Chair.

————

FIRST SHILOH HOUSING
CORPORATION

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commend the First Shiloh Housing
Corporation for its efforts in trans-
forming the Ellicott Town Center and
its surrounding neighborhood.

Two decades ago, the 14-acre former
public housing property was abandoned
and was the center of an unsafe, high-
crime area. Today, the Ellicott Town
Center is an almost fully occupied,
mixed-use development with a diverse
community of residents in patio
homes, town houses, apartments, and a
senior citizens center. This past Satur-
day, I was honored to attend the First
Shiloh Housing Corporation’s ‘‘celebra-
tion of ownership” to reflect on how
far this neighborhood has come and to
mark the beginning of its next chapter.

Mr. Speaker, the Ellicott Town Cen-
ter is the result of public-private part-
nership, including Federal low-income
housing tax credits, and it has stimu-
lated new private sector development
and economic opportunity. This is the
type of work that the Federal Govern-
ment should be involved in doing.

Congratulations to the First Shiloh
Housing Corporation, its board of di-
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rectors, and its church members on
their success in taking back a neigh-
borhood and rebuilding a community.

———————

BORDER CRISIS REQUIRES
IMMEDIATE AND DECISIVE ACTION

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, the cri-
sis on our southern border is one of the
President’s making.

His policies and failure to secure the
border have encouraged tens of thou-
sands of unaccompanied alien children
to attempt to enter the United States.
On the way, they are exposed to exploi-
tation, violence, sex trafficking, health
risks, and other dangers.

The situation on the border is a hu-
manitarian crisis, and it requires our
Chief Executive’s immediate and deci-
sive action. Rather than leading from
behind, President Obama should con-
vene a meeting with the leaders of
Mexico, El1 Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras and demand their coopera-
tion in finding a solution. He should
work with our border State Governors
and deploy the National Guard to pro-
vide security and humanitarian relief.

President Obama should work with
Congress to actually solve the problem.
That would include changing the law
to allow for the prompt repatriation of
those coming from Central America
and providing the administrative and
social service resources needed to re-
unite the children with their relatives
in their native countries.

The President bears responsibility
for the chaos on the border and in
these children’s lives. It is time for him
to lead.
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IN MEMORY OF OFFICER MELVIN
SANTIAGO

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend, my district endured a tre-
mendous tragedy. Early Sunday morn-
ing, Jersey City Police Officer Melvin
Santiago was shot at close range and
killed in the line of duty by a madman
with a gun.

At the young age of 23, Officer
Santiago had his whole life ahead of
him. He recently graduated from the
police academy and had performed his
job with such dedication. Neighbors
and family members said that he was
an angel who was proud to say he was
a Jersey City police officer.

To me, to the people of Jersey City,
and the people of the 10th Congres-
sional District, Officer Santiago was a
hero.

Mr. Speaker, this is yet another re-
minder that we, as leaders of this coun-
try, must take action to address the
growing gun violence.
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Parents, children, and families are
living in fear to walk to school, to shop
at the corner store, or go to the mov-
ies. In the greatest country on Earth,
fear of gun violence should not con-
sume our daily lives.

I want to offer my condolences to Of-
ficer Santiago’s family.

——————

ENCOURAGING INTERNATIONAL
ADOPTIONS

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, there is a
loving family in my congressional dis-
trict who has a safe home for a little
boy who needs a 1ot of love and care.

The Rieglers, who live in Muncie,
adopted their son, Chiza, last August.
This adorable little boy is stuck in the
Congo for political reasons that have
nothing to do with his specific situa-
tion or his health.

As a Nation, we should refuse to ac-
cept the continued separation of Con-
golese children from their adoptive
American parents, especially children
like Chiza with urgent medical needs.

All children, regardless of where or
the circumstances into which they are
born, deserve loving families. I will
continue working to make that dream
a reality for Chiza and the Rieglers and
other families like them who simply
want to love and care for their adop-
tive children who desperately need
both.

————

THE MARKETPLACE FAIRNESS
ACT

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of the Marketplace Fairness
Act.

States and cities have seen a dra-
matic decline of sales tax revenue due
to the increase in online sales, where a
sales tax that is already owed is not
collected. This means that potholes go
unfilled and streets go unpaved, and it
is unfair to the brick-and-mortar
stores that do collect it, but this can
be changed.

When my home State of California
changed the law to require the collec-
tion of this already owed online sales
tax, it brought in $260 million in its
first year. The potential for future
growth is even greater, with $1 billion
more that could be collected in Cali-
fornia alone.

Last night, a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators introduced a bill that combines
the Marketplace Fairness Act, which
would require this collection, with a 10-
year extension of the Internet Tax
Freedom Act.

With this act, we can stop the closing
of businesses on Main Street and have
a fighting chance to keep the jobs they
provide our communities.

We cannot wait to pass legislation
like the Marketplace Fairness Act.
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