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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 23, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ADRIAN
SMITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STEWART) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You, so that with Your spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day with
grace and confidence.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they return from constituent
visits over the past weekend.

May these decisive days through
which we are living be an opportunity
for them to rise to the challenges of
governing well and addressing the
needs of our Nation. Give them the wis-
dom and the courage to fail not their
fellow citizens, nor You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
Foxx) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————
PREMIUMS ARE HURTING
FAMILIES
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the President’s broken prom-
ises continue to hurt American fami-

lies. According to the administration’s
own report, an estimated 11 million
small business employees are facing
higher premiums because of the gov-
ernment health care takeover, which
destroys jobs.

After being forced to purchase insur-
ance in the ObamaCare exchange,
Stepheni from Aiken writes:

“This required purchase of
ObamaCare insurance cost my husband
and I over $900 per month and we get
nothing for it. It’s less expense for us
to remain uninsured, so we have let our
ObamaCare premium lapse. We surely
hope that something will and can be
done to prevent folks like us from
being penalized for not keeping our in-
surance. We don’t have over $900 extra
a month just to throw away.”

The Affordable Care Act is anything
but affordable for families and should
be repealed and replaced to provide re-
lief for millions of Americans like
Stepheni. Women are most knowledge-
able about the failure of ObamacCare.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———————

VA CLAIMS BENEFITS BACKLOG

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, as the Presi-
dent looks for a new VA Secretary, it
is imperative that we not let the vet-
erans health care scandal distract from
the ongoing efforts to resolve the VA
benefits claims backlog.

The VA has undertaken important
reforms to streamline the process, such
as electronic records and working to
ensure that initial claims include all
necessary information. These steps are
helping to address the backlog; but as
the scandal in the health care side of
the VA continues to unfold and demand
the attention of policymakers, we must
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remain focused on effective implemen-
tation of these and other benefits de-
termination process reforms.

Mr. Speaker, we are dutybound to do
everything we can to ensure our vet-
erans have timely access to the bene-
fits they have earned. I am committed
to ensuring timely access to these ben-
efits, and we must ensure the incoming
VA Secretary is committed as well.

————
EPA SHOULD MAKE DATA PUBLIC

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the EPA’s regulatory process is flawed.
The data EPA uses to justify its costly
air regulations are hidden from the
public. The Agency uses this secret
science to make exaggerated claims
about the alleged benefits of burden-
some new regulations. Every major air
quality regulation proposed by this ad-
ministration has been based on non-
transparent data and unverifiable
claims.

Americans impacted by EPA regula-
tions have a right to determine for
themselves if the EPA’s actions are
based on sound science or a partisan
agenda. That is why, tomorrow, the
Science Committee will consider the
Secret Science Reform Act. It requires
that the EPA make its regulatory data
publicly available.

If the EPA has nothing to hide, why
not make the information public? The
American people who foot the bill for
these regulations deserve to see the
data, and good policy requires it.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

—————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 113-123)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
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the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
Western Balkans that was declared in
Executive Order (E.O.) 13219 of June 26,
2001, is to continue in effect beyond
June 26, 2014.

The threat constituted by the actions
of persons engaged in, or assisting,
sponsoring, or supporting, (i) extremist
violence in the Republic of Macedonia
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in
Bosnia or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
related to Kosovo, has not been re-
solved. In addition, E.O. 13219 was
amended by E.O. 13304 of May 28, 2003,
to take additional steps with respect to
acts obstructing implementation of the
Ohrid Framework Agreement of 2001
relating to Macedonia.

Because the acts of extremist vio-
lence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in these Executive Orders are
hostile to U.S. interests and continue
to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States, I have
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
with respect to the Western Balkans.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 23, 2014.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

O 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at
4 p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

RELIABLE HOME HEATING ACT

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
2086) to address current emergency
shortages of propane and other home
heating fuels and to provide greater
flexibility and information for Gov-
ernors to address such emergencies in
the future.

June 23, 2014

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
S. 2086

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reliable
Home Heating Act”’.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY TO EXTEND EMERGENCY
DECLARATIONS FOR PURPOSES OF
TEMPORARILY EXEMPTING MOTOR
CARRIERS PROVIDING EMERGENCY
RELIEF FROM CERTAIN SAFETY
REGULATIONS.

(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this Act, the term
“‘residential heating fuel” includes—

(1) heating oil;

(2) natural gas; and

(3) propane.

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—If the Governor of a
State declares a state of emergency caused
by a shortage of residential heating fuel and,
at the conclusion of the initial 30-day emer-
gency period (or a second 30-day emergency
period authorized under this subsection), the
Governor determines that the emergency
shortage has not ended, any extension of
such state of emergency by the Governor, up
to 2 additional 30-day periods, shall be recog-
nized by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration as a period during which
parts 390 through 399 of chapter III of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations, shall not apply
to any motor carrier or driver operating a
commercial motor vehicle to provide resi-
dential heating fuel in the geographic area
so designated as under a state of emergency.

(¢c) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall amend section 390.23(a)(1)(ii)
of title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, to
conform to the provision set forth in sub-
section (b).

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to modify the au-
thority granted to the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration’s Field Administrator
under section 390.23(a) of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations, to offer temporary ex-
emptions from parts 390 through 399 of such
title.

SEC. 3. ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION
NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.

The Administrator of the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, using data compiled
from the Administration’s Weekly Petro-
leum Status Reports, shall notify the Gov-
ernor of each State in a Petroleum Adminis-
tration for Defense District if the inventory
of residential heating fuel within such dis-
trict has been below the most recent 5-year
average for more than 3 consecutive weeks.
SEC. 4. REVIEW.

Not later than 12 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Transportation shall conduct a study of, and
transmit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, a report on the impacts of safety from
the extensions issued by Governors accord-
ing to this Act. In conducting the study, the
Secretary shall review, at a minimum—

(1) the safety implications of extending ex-
emptions; and

(2) a review of the exemption process to en-
sure clarity and efficiency during emer-
gencies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.
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