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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, H.R. 3998 was introduced by Rep-
resentative MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
and directs the GSA to transfer the old 
Federal post office in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to the Amy Biehl High 
School Foundation in exchange for its 
fair market value. 

The Amy Biehl High School Founda-
tion runs a public charter school that 
was founded in 1999 and has been resid-
ing in the GSA-owned old Federal post 
office building since 2006. Currently, 
the public charter school has a long- 
term lease with the GSA for nominal 
rent. 

GSA has determined that it would be 
best to remove the building from their 
inventory because the building does 
not generate significant revenue for 
the agency. In addition, the current 
lease is not consistent with GSA’s mis-
sion. 

The charter school has been working 
with GSA on transferring the build-
ing’s ownership to the foundation since 
2007. Today’s bill, Mr. Speaker, will 
allow that transfer to happen very 
quickly, while protecting the tax-
payers’ interests. 

I also want to take a moment to talk 
about Amy Biehl and the inspiration 
for this great charter school. Amy was 
a 26-year-old Fulbright Scholar work-
ing in South Africa when she was trag-
ically attacked and killed in 1993. 

Amy’s parents refused to allow their 
daughter’s violent death to become her 
legacy. Instead, Linda and Peter Biehl 
started a foundation to build on their 
daughter’s work toward peace, rec-
onciliation, and multiculturalism. The 
school in New Mexico builds on this 
work. 

Approving this bill, Mr. Speaker, to 
transfer the lease at its fair market 
value will simply promote Amy’s leg-
acy and benefit taxpayers. 

I support this bill, Mr. Speaker, and 
I certainly urge its passage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 

reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 5 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Ms. LUJAN GRIS-
HAM). 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to thank my colleagues from Indiana 
and Pennsylvania very much for their 
support on this bill. 

I rise today, of course, in support of 
my bill, H.R. 3998, which would direct, 
as you have heard, the General Serv-
ices Administration to sell, for fair 
market value, the historic post office 
building in downtown Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to the Amy Biehl High 
School Foundation. 

As you have also heard, the charter 
school is named after a young Ful-
bright Scholar from Santa Fe who was, 
in fact, tragically killed in South Afri-
ca in 1993 while working to end apart-
heid. 

The high school is located in the 
heart of downtown Albuquerque. It is a 
few blocks away from a public library, 
a historical city theater, and a robust 
transportation center. 

Fifty-five percent of the students re-
ceive free or reduced lunch, 64 percent 
of the students will be the first genera-
tion to attend college, and 70 percent of 
the students represent minority fami-
lies in New Mexico. In fact, this school 
primarily serves at-risk youth. 

The school’s central location ensures 
that all of the students have access to 
transportation and allows the school to 
partner with nearby businesses and 
nonprofits to collaborate on commu-
nity projects. 

The Amy Biehl High School holds an 
impressive track record, with 99 per-
cent of its graduates enrolling directly 
into college, and has been a recipient of 
several awards. 

In 2000, the school was designated as 
one of 20 Mentor Schools in the Nation 
by the Coalition of Essential Schools. 
In 2006, the high school also won the 
National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion Award. 

The school has leased the old post of-
fice at the corner of Fourth and Gold in 
downtown and has held the lease from 
GSA since 2006. Currently, this lease is 
for a term of 60 years. The building was 
built in 1908 and is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and 
the New Mexico Register of Cultural 
Properties. 

The Amy Biehl High School moved 
into the old post office, which sat unoc-
cupied for 6 years, and they were able 
to raise and invest more than $3 mil-
lion in Federal, State, and private 
funds to renovate and restore the 
building for use as a school. 

Selling the building to the high 
school provides the school with greater 
autonomy. It opens the door to capital 
campaigns and creates a permanent 
home for the school and the students. 

The Amy Biehl High School Founda-
tion and the GSA have determined that 
transferring ownership of the building 
is, in fact, in the best interest of both 
entities, the Federal Government and 
the school. 

I would like to thank Senator TOM 
UDALL for working with me on this 
bill, and I ask my colleagues to support 
this legislation that will help the Amy 
Biehl High School continue to provide 
Albuquerque students with a first-rate 
education, while also preserving a his-
toric piece of downtown Albuquerque. 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
would just like to put a plug in for 
charter schools period. The Amy Biehl 
school is an example of what can be 
done under charter schools and how it 
does serve a purpose. 

We have been very successful in the 
State of Alaska with our charter 
schools, and I think it is crucially im-
portant to understand that sometimes 
other schools can fulfill that gap. 

Apparently, this one does a good job, 
according to the young lady that spon-

sored the bill and the gentleman that 
is managing this bill. But let’s just re-
member that when education is failing, 
then we have to look for other alter-
natives, and this is a classic alter-
native. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3998, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1530 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1541 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) 
at 3 o’clock and 41 minutes p.m. 

f 

PFC FLOYD K. LINDSTROM DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS CLINIC 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3375) to designate the commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to be con-
structed at 3141 Centennial Boulevard, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, as the 
‘‘PFC Floyd K. Lindstrom Department 
of Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3375 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PFC FLOYD K. LINDSTROM DEPART-

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CLIN-
IC. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The community-based 
outpatient clinic of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to be constructed at 3141 Cen-
tennial Boulevard, Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘PFC Floyd K. Lindstrom Department of 
Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
regulation, map, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the building 
referred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘PFC Floyd K. 
Lindstrom Department of Veterans Affairs 
Clinic’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN) each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Colorado. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
3375. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3375, which would name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community- 
based outpatient clinic at 3141 Centen-
nial Boulevard in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, the PFC Floyd K. Lindstrom 
Department of Veterans Affairs Clinic. 

We are here today to honor the life 
and sacrifice of Private First Class 
Floyd K. Lindstrom by naming a new 
VA community-based outpatient clinic 
in southern Colorado after him. 

PFC Lindstrom was raised by his 
mother in Colorado Springs, which is 
part of the Fifth Congressional District 
that I am honored to represent. There, 
he spent much of his youth working 
summers on the Stratton farm and 
playing basketball. As a young man, he 
delivered fruit and produce between 
California and Colorado, while helping 
to support his mother and sister. 

Just after his 30th birthday, PFC 
Lindstrom answered the Nation’s call 
to serve by enlisting in the United 
States Army on June 22, 1942. He was 
trained as a machine gunner; assigned 
to 2nd Platoon, H Company, 3rd Bat-
talion, 7th Infantry Regiment of the 
3rd Infantry Division; and arrived in 
North Africa in the early months of 
1943. That is when my father was also 
in North Africa. 

On July 12, 1943, PFC Lindstrom’s 
convoy was in Sicily and came under 
attack from enemy aircraft when he 
saw an out-of-control truck heading for 
a friendly dismounted soldier. Noticing 
that the soldier was unaware of the 
threat, Lindstrom abandoned the safe-
ty of his protective cover and redi-
rected the truck, saving his fellow sol-
dier’s life. For these actions, 
Lindstrom was awarded the Silver 
Star. 

This wasn’t the only time he dis-
played extraordinary heroism and self-
less sacrifice. 

b 1545 

On November 11, 1943, PFC 
Lindstrom’s unit was providing ma-
chine gun support for a rifle company 
attacking a hill near Mignano, Italy. 
When a German counterattack forced 
friendly forces to retreat to a defensive 
position, Lindstrom demonstrated 
complete fearlessness in the face of al-
most certain death by singlehandedly 
assaulting and knocking out an enemy 
machine gun position. That display of 
aggressive spirit and conspicuous gal-
lantry was credited with breaking up 

the counterattack, and Lindstrom was 
subsequently nominated for the Medal 
of Honor. 

I would like to read the last sentence 
from the citation for PFC Lindstrom 
when he received his Medal of Honor: 

His spectacular performance completely 
broke up the German counterattack. PFC 
Lindstrom demonstrated aggressive spirit 
and complete fearlessness in the face of al-
most certain death. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I will in-
troduce into the RECORD the citation 
for his Medal of Honor. 

MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION 
Private First Class Lindstrom’s official 

Medal of Honor citation reads: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 

at risk of life above and beyond the call of 
duty. On 11 November 1943, this soldier’s pla-
toon was furnishing machinegun support for 
a rifle company attacking a hill near 
Mignano, Italy, when the enemy counter-
attacked, forcing the riflemen and half the 
machinegun platoon to retire to a defensive 
position. Pfc. Lindstrom saw that his small 
section was alone and outnumbered 5 to 1, 
yet he immediately deployed the few remain-
ing men into position and opened fire with 
his single gun. The enemy centered fire on 
him with machinegun, machine pistols, and 
grenades. Unable to knock out the enemy 
nest from his original position, Pfc. 
Lindstrom picked up his own heavy machine-
gun and staggered 15 yards up the barren, 
rocky hillside to a new position, completely 
ignoring enemy small arms fire which was 
striking all around him. From this new site, 
only 10 yards from the enemy machinegun, 
he engaged it in an intense duel. Realizing 
that he could not hit the hostile gunners be-
cause they were behind a large rock, he 
charged uphill under a steady stream of fire, 
killed both gunners with his pistol and 
dragged their gun down to his own men, di-
recting them to employ it against the 
enemy. Disregarding heavy rifle fire, he re-
turned to the enemy machinegun nest for 2 
boxes of ammunition, came back and re-
sumed withering fire from his own gun. His 
spectacular performance completely broke 
up the German counterattack. Pfc. 
Lindstrom demonstrated aggressive spirit 
and complete fearlessness in the face of al-
most certain death. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Following that 
event, PFC Lindstrom was given the 
option of staying with his fellow sol-
diers or taking a significantly safer as-
signment as a guard far removed from 
enemy lines. Consistent with his pre-
vious actions, Lindstrom refused to put 
his own safety ahead of his fellow sol-
diers and chose to remain with his 
unit. Less than 3 months later, he was 
killed during a German counterattack 
at Anzio, Italy. On April 20, 1944, PFC 
Lindstrom was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his courageous 
actions near Mignano. 

He is now interred in Evergreen Cem-
etery in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

The new VA community-based out-
patient clinic in Colorado Springs is 
set to open in the next few months and 
was only made possible through many 
years of hard work by the veterans of 
southern Colorado and the support of 
my colleagues here in Congress. The 
new facility will double the size of ex-
isting clinics while providing health 
care that is more comprehensive and 

convenient to the veterans of southern 
Colorado. It is only fitting for the new 
clinic to be named after one of Colo-
rado Springs’—and the Nation’s—great-
est heroes. 

I can think of no one more deserving 
of this honor than Private 1st Class 
Floyd K. Lindstrom. It is my pleasure 
to offer H.R. 3375, and I am grateful for 
the leadership and support of the VA 
Committee Chairman JEFF MILLER, 
Ranking Member MICHAUD, and the en-
tire Colorado delegation. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring this great hero by supporting 
this bill. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer my 
support of H.R. 3375, a bill to name the 
Department of Veterans Affairs com-
munity-based outpatient clinic that 
will be constructed at 3141 Centennial 
Boulevard, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
as the PFC Floyd K. Lindstrom Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Clinic. 

Floyd Lindstrom was born on June 
21, 1912. He was a truckdriver for the 
local store and frequently drove back 
and forth to California. He joined the 
Army from Colorado Springs in June 
1942. By November 11, 1943, he was serv-
ing as a Private 1st Class in the 3rd In-
fantry Division. On that day, near 
Mignano, Italy, he singlehandedly 
charged and captured a German ma-
chine gun. PFC Lindstrom was killed 
in action 3 months later on February 3, 
1944, at the age of 31. He is buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 

For his bravery and service, PFC 
Lindstrom was awarded two Italian 
military crosses, the Purple Heart, and 
a Silver Star. On April 20, 1944, he was 
posthumously awarded the United 
States military’s highest decoration, 
the Medal of Honor, for his actions 
near Mignano, Italy, during World War 
II. 

PFC Lindstrom went above and be-
yond the call of duty. He made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our Nation. It is 
most appropriate that the VA commu-
nity-based outpatient clinic in Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado, be named in 
honor of this local hero. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague, the gentleman 
from South Carolina, for his words and 
his support on this bill. This has spe-
cial meaning to me because my father 
fought, also, in North Africa, Sicily, 
and Italy, and he recently passed away 
as one of the members of the Greatest 
Generation. Floyd Lindstrom, though, 
never came back. I believe he was en-
gaged. He had a fiancee or a girlfriend, 
but he never came back. 

So it is only fitting that we honor 
the veterans who have served in the 
past on a building that is going to be 
serving the needs of our veterans in the 
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present. And I believe this will also in-
spire generations in the future as they 
know the story of Floyd Lindstrom. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers at this time. I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 3375. 

Mr. LAMBORN. I ask my colleagues 
to also support H.R. 3375, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
LAMBORN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3375. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

DORIS MILLER DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4199) to name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs medical center in 
Waco, Texas, as the ‘‘Doris Miller De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4199 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) On October 12, 1919, Doris Miller was 

born in Waco, Texas. 
(2) On September 16, 1939, Miller enlisted in 

the United States Navy as mess attendant, 
third class at Naval Recruiting Station, Dal-
las, Texas, to serve for a period of six years. 

(3) On February 16, 1941, Miller received a 
change of rating to mess attendant, second 
class. 

(4) On June 1, 1942, Miller received a 
change of rating to mess attendant, first 
class. 

(5) On June 1, 1943, Miller received a 
change of rating, to cook, third class. 

(6) On November 25, 1944, Miller was pre-
sumed dead by the Secretary of the Navy a 
year and a day after being carried as missing 
in action since November 24, 1943, while serv-
ing aboard USS Liscome Bay when that ves-
sel was torpedoed and sunk in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

(7) Miller was awarded the Navy Cross 
Medal, Purple Heart Medal, American De-
fense Service Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal, and World War II Victory 
Medal. 

(8) Miller’s citation for the Navy Cross said 
‘‘for distinguished devotion to duty, extraor-
dinary courage and disregard for his own per-
sonal safety during the attack on the Fleet 
in Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, by Jap-
anese forces on December 7, 1941. While at 

the side of his Captain on the bridge, Miller, 
despite enemy strafing and bombing and in 
the face of a serious fire, assisted in moving 
his Captain, who had been mortally wound-
ed, to a place of greater safety, and later 
manned and operated a machine gun directed 
at enemy Japanese attacking aircraft until 
ordered to leave the bridge.’’. 

(9) On June 20, 1973, the USS Miller (FF– 
1091), a Knox-class frigate, was named in 
honor of Doris Miller. 
SEC. 2. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-

FAIRS MEDICAL CENTER, WACO, 
TEXAS. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs med-
ical center in Waco, Texas, shall after the 
date of the enactment of this Act be known 
and designated as the ‘‘Doris Miller Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center’’. 
Any reference to such medical center in any 
law, regulation, map, document, record, or 
other paper of the United States shall be 
considered to be a reference to the Doris Mil-
ler Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
4199. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

4199, which is sponsored by my good 
friend and colleague and fellow com-
mittee member, Representative BILL 
FLORES of Texas, who serves as the 
chairman of the Economic Opportunity 
Subcommittee. 

H.R. 4199 would name the VA medical 
center in Waco, Texas, the Doris Miller 
Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center. Petty Officer Doris—or 
‘‘Dorie’’—Miller served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1939 to 1943. 

During the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941, Dorie’s heroic actions 
in the heat of battle helped to save the 
lives of many of his fellow servicemem-
bers. For his actions, he received the 
Purple Heart Medal, the American De-
fense Service Medal, the Asiatic-Pa-
cific Campaign Medal, the World War II 
Victory Medal, and the Navy Cross, 
making him the first African American 
in our Nation’s history to receive that 
honor. It is only appropriate that the 
VA Medical Center in Waco, Texas, 
bear Dorie’s name. 

I am grateful to Representative FLO-
RES for sponsoring this legislation and 
urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H.R. 4199. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to one of the great heroes of World 

War II. H.R. 4199 would name the vet-
erans medical center in Waco, Texas, 
after a decorated sailor who displayed 
tremendous courage during the attack 
on Pearl Harbor. 

Doris ‘‘Dorie’’ Miller was the first Af-
rican American hero of World War II. 
After enlisting in the United States 
Navy at the Dallas recruiting station 
and attending basic training in Nor-
folk, Virginia, Dorie arrived on the 
USS West Virginia stationed in Pearl 
Harbor. 

At the time, there were few options 
for Black sailors in the Navy. Dorie 
was assigned as a mess attendant. At 6 
a.m. on December 7, Dorie was awake 
conducting his duties as room steward 
for the officers when the alarm for gen-
eral quarters rang out. Throughout the 
fighting, Dorie assisted in transporting 
wounded to the first aid station, helped 
load ammunition, and manned an unat-
tended antiaircraft deck gun. While 
under bombardment from the Japa-
nese, Dorie continued firing at the at-
tacking planes, possibly bringing down 
one of the aircraft. 

For his extraordinary courage, Dorie 
was awarded the Navy Cross by Admi-
ral Chester Nimitz. He was the first Af-
rican American to receive that honor 
in the Pacific Fleet. Nearly 2 years 
after Pearl Harbor, Dorie gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice, going down with the 
ship during the Battle of Tarawa in the 
South Pacific. 

Dorie has been immortalized in mov-
ies as well as with commemoration on 
a United States postal stamp. He also 
had the honor of having a United 
States Navy frigate named after him in 
1973. 

Dorie was born in Waco and played 
fullback at Waco’s A.J. Moore High 
School. He also worked as a cook in 
Waco, supplementing the family in-
come during the Great Depression. 

We have a proud tradition of hon-
oring our heroes by dedicating our flag-
ship VA facilities to those who epito-
mize the selfless service and sacrifice 
of all veterans. So it is fitting that the 
Waco medical center proudly takes the 
name of its famous son. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
as much time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Texas, Representa-
tive BILL FLORES, the sponsor of the 
bill. 

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I also 
thank the gentlemen from Colorado 
and South Carolina for their support of 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my legislation, H.R. 4199, which 
would name the Waco VA medical cen-
ter after Petty Officer First Class Doris 
Miller. Petty Officer Miller was the 
first African American to be awarded 
the Navy Cross. 

Petty Officer Miller—better known 
by his nickname ‘‘Dorie’’—of Waco, 
Texas, bravely served in the United 
States Navy from 1939 to 1943 and was 
most renowned for his heroic acts dur-
ing the Japanese attack on Pearl Har-
bor. On that day, Miller was serving as 
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