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team. They trusted each other. They
worked together. They didn’t care who
got the credit. One second you would
be watching Tony Parker on a drive,
the next second somebody else had the
ball, and the next second they scored.

All of these examples of working to-
gether, teamwork, understanding, and
knowing that cultural diversity is a
strength, all of these things, that drive
and that determination, that practice
every day, day in and day out, all of
those things are examples that are
well-suited to those of us who serve in
Congress and well-suited to the Amer-
ican public at large. Never give up;
never quit. That patchwork quilt of a
basketball team is the same mosaic
that represents all of America.

And you know what? They weren’t
arrogant. They weren’t hardcore. They
come across just as they are, as hum-
ble, decent, good-hearted human
beings. They are clearly the 23rd Dis-
trict’s favorite basketball team. In
fact, I have the privilege of rep-
resenting several of them who live in
the 23rd District. I think the more that
America gets to know them, they will
soon be America’s most popular bas-
ketball team.

Congratulations to each and every
member of the NBA champs, the San
Antonio Spurs, their coaches, their
staff, their owners, and congratula-
tions to each and every one of their
fans.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SMITH of Nebraska) at 2
p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of grace and goodness, thank
You for giving us another day.

Your divine wisdom and power are
abundantly sufficient for our many
needs. Endow the Members of this as-
sembly with a loyalty that never wav-
ers and a courage that never falters as
they seek to fulfill the high and holy
mission which You have entrusted to
them.

May it be their purpose, and all of
ours, to see to the hopes of so many
Americans that we authenticate the
grandeur and glory of the ideals and
principles of our democracy with the
work we do.

As the House returns from visits to
their respective districts, may we all
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be mindful of and thankful for our fa-
thers, or the men who were father fig-
ures for us, whose love and support en-
abled us to mature and become produc-
tive members of our American society.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WELCH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

COMMON GROUND ON STUDENT
LOAN REFORM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, President
Obama recently announced some

changes to student loan repayment
programs. Keeping with the pattern of
his administration, he has chosen to
impose those changes via the regu-
latory process.

For a while now, President Obama
has been fond of saying he has a ‘“‘pen
and a phone’’ that he will use to codify
his version of hope and change. Per-
haps the pen is sufficient, but the regu-
latory process will take 18 months. The
House is reauthorizing the Higher Edu-
cation Act.

Working together, student loan re-
forms could be considered passed and
implemented much sooner if only
President Obama would pick up the
phone, talk with Members of Congress,
and find common ground; but that
takes effort, and the President does not
seem inclined to call.

Mr. Speaker, it seems this President
has become so addicted to the pen that
he no longer knows how to pick up the
telephone.

——
INACTION LEADS TO NEW
ATTACKS
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as Islamic terrorists seize
control of major Iraqi cities, it is clear
that the President’s failure to secure a
status of forces agreement has jeopard-
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ized the progress our military made to
promote democracy and peace in the
region.

We have known for years that the
Iraqi Government was struggling to
implement democracy. Instead of offer-
ing help, the President ignored lessons
learned of successfully maintaining
peace with an American reserve of air
defense, as we have done in Germany,
Japan, Korea, and now in Kosovo.

Even now, as the Middle East watch-
es to see how the United States will
react to the current crisis, the Presi-
dent is putting our families at risk as
he negotiates with terrorists and com-
municates with Israel’s enemies.

The President needs to change
course, recognize the growing threat of
international terrorism, and under-
stand that failed diplomacy and inac-
tion allows the creation of safe havens
to attack us again.

Peace can only be maintained by
strength as the terrorists proclaim:
Death to America, and death to Israel.
They mean it.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism
with freedom to prevail.

———

THE VAPORIZING OF TWO YEARS
OF IRS EMAILS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, cri-
sis: IRS emails have vaporized.

Where, oh, where have the emails
gone? Where, oh, where can they be? In
another Friday evening news dump, the
administration announced that 2 years
of Lois Lerner’s emails have vanished.
Poof, gone.

That is not all. Today, we learned
that the emails of six other prominent
IRS officials involved in targeting con-

servatives have disappeared. Poof,
gone. Isn’t that an oddly convenient
disappearance?

Have they gone to the same place the
missing 18 minutes of Nixon’s Water-
gate tapes went? The IRS blames the
well-timed fiasco on a computer glitch.

Mr. Speaker, what do you suppose
would happen if the IRS came to a citi-
zen’s home to audit their taxes and the
citizen said, sorry, the records were
lost in a computer crash? The tax col-
lector would laugh.

It is time for a special prosecutor to
investigate the IRS and find out where,
oh, where have those emails gone. This
yarn by the IRS requires a willing sus-
pension of disbelief. Mr. Speaker, that
dog just won’t hunt.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
HAMAS KIDNAPPINGS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to bring attention to a serious
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and heartbreaking situation in Israel,
the kidnapping of three teenage boys—
Gilad Shaar; Eyal Yifrach; and Naftali
Frenkel, who is a dual Israeli-Amer-
ican citizen.

They were last seen near the West
Bank city of Hebron, and it is strongly
believed that Hamas is responsible for
their abduction. My prayers go out to
their families and for their safe return.

Secretary Kerry has called this a des-
picable act of terrorism and has offered
America’s full support. We must stand
behind Israel’s efforts to bring them
home and hold accountable those in-
volved.

However, this act of terrorism fur-
ther demonstrates why America should
not be providing foreign aid for the
unity government between Hamas and
Fatah. Secretary Kerry reiterated
America’s position that Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization.

It is clear American tax dollars are
not being used to promote peace. It is
time to stop funding terrorism aimed
at one of America’s closest allies.

CONGRATULATING SAN ANTONIO
SPURS ON NBA CHAMPIONSHIP

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
congratulations to the San Antonio
Spurs on winning the 2014 NBA cham-
pionship over the Miami Heat. This is
the fifth NBA championship for the
Spurs under Coach Greg Popovich.
Coach Popovich was also named this
season’s NBA Coach of the Year.

The entire Spurs team, led by cap-
tains Tim Duncan and Tony Parker,
played with determination to bring the
championship trophy back to San An-
tonio. The Spurs also clinched the best
record in the NBA this season with 26
wins and 20 losses.

Also, congratulations to Kawhi Leon-
ard, who was named the NBA Finals
Most Valuable Player. Leonard aver-
aged over 17 points and six rebounds in
the championship series, with three
consecutive 20-point performances.

Leonard also had the help of the
Spurs ‘“‘Big 3,”” made up of Tim Duncan,
Manu Ginobili, and Tony Parker. The
“Big 3 now has the most playoff wins
of any trio in NBA history.

A well-deserved congratulations to
the Spurs for bringing the trophy back
to the Alamo City. As we say in San
Antonio: Go, Spurs, go.

————

AMERICA DOES NOT HAVE SOLU-
TION FOR EVERY WORLD PROB-
LEM

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, President Kennedy said in a
famous speech at the University of
Washington in 1961:
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With only 6 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, we cannot correct every adversity or
right every wrong and that, therefore, there
cannot be an American solution for every
problem.

Today, we are less than 4 percent of
the world’s population, and we have a
national debt of a mind-boggling $17.6
trillion. We simply cannot keep send-
ing megabillions to corrupt govern-
ments all over the world.

We should have trade and tourism
with other countries, cultural and edu-
cational exchanges, and, of course, dip-
lomatic relations; but the people in
Iraq and Afghanistan are going to have
to solve most of their problems them-
selves. We cannot do everything for
them and still do what we should do for
our own country and own people.

Let me repeat those words of Presi-
dent Kennedy:

There cannot be an American solution for
every world problem.

This is not isolationism, Mr. Speak-
er. It is common sense.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. ED HIGH-
TOWER ON HIS UPCOMING RE-
TIREMENT

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
congratulate Dr. Ed Hightower on his
upcoming retirement.

Many of you may know Dr. High-
tower from his time as a college bas-
ketball referee, working 12 NCAA Final
Fours and countless games for the Big
Ten and the Big East. He was also
named the Men’s College Basketball
Official of the Year in 1992, and he was
inducted into the Illinois Basketball
Coaches Association Hall of Fame in
1998.

Off the court, Dr. Hightower is a true
community leader and a public serv-
ant. Ed Hightower has been an educa-
tor for 40 years, serving as a teacher, a
principal, and an administrator. He has
received three degrees from Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville and a
doctorate from St. Louis University.

In 1996, he was hired as the first Afri-
can American superintendent in
Edwardsville school district history, a
job that he is wrapping up at the end of
the 2014-2015 school year.

On Dr. Hightower’s watch, the
Edwardsville school district saw in-
credible growth, doubling in popu-
lation, requiring a new high school, a
second middle school and other build-
ings, and weathered the same economic
crisis that challenged all local school
districts.

Thank you for your decades of serv-
ice to our students, Dr. Hightower.
Thank you for your leadership and
your ability to always put the edu-
cation of our children first in all of
your decisions.

Enjoy your final year as super-
intendent, and good luck in your re-
tirement.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

OFFICER TOMMY DECKER
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 43) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
14 Red River Avenue North in Cold
Spring, Minnesota, as the ‘Officer
Tommy Decker Memorial Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 43

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. OFFICER TOMMY DECKER MEMORIAL
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 14
Red River Avenue North in Cold Spring, Min-
nesota, shall be known and designated as the
“Officer Tommy Decker Memorial Post Of-
fice”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Officer Tommy Decker
Memorial Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MEADOWS) and the
gentleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today to urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 43, introduced by the gen-
tlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs. BACH-
MANN), to designate the postal facility
located at 14 Red River Avenue North
in Cold Spring, Minnesota, as the Offi-
cer Tommy Decker Memorial Post Of-
fice.

Officer Decker served for 6 years with
distinction as a member of the Cold
Spring, Minnesota, police department.

On November 29, 2012, at just 31 years
of age, he was tragically killed while
trying to prevent a suicide.
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He is survived by his wife, Alicia, and
their children.
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